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The Simplicity of It All

Prof. K.Swaminathan

We all know we are. ‘Simple Being is the Self”, is the simple
teaching of Sri Ramana Maharshi.

From the meanest worm to the mightiest emperor, being alive
means being oneself. Fortunately, for us human beings, this truth
of'existence is readily available as the feeling of ‘I’ in every one
of'us. Man is gifted with this notion of ‘I’. This word ‘I’ is the
centre of a multitude of relationships. ‘I’ am the son of my
parents, husband of my wife, father of my children, officer to
subordinates, ‘I’ am citizen of the nation. In the emotional field,
again, this one ‘I’ refers to many states. ‘I’ am hungry, angry,
sleepy, ‘I’ am happy. Amid these different facets and moods,
which is the real ‘I’? Now, pinpoint this ‘I’.

The ‘I’ is the same whether one is young or old, maimed or
whole, sane or insane. Changes in the body or memory, growth
or decay, ignorance or knowledge, do not affect the ‘I’. While
changes galore take place outside oneself, the central ‘I’ which
isoneselfremains the same, absolutely changeless. Its existence
isasirrefutable as its real nature is the least certain! We all know
the ‘I’ and yet none of us really know the ‘I’ as clearly as we
know a table, chair or a cow. Why? Are we really positively
ignorant about the ‘I’?

‘I’ is an awareness. When it becomes aware ‘of” something,
Being weakens into becoming, perceiving, having, and the
principle of ‘my’ or ‘mine’ steps in. The mention of ‘my’ denotes
asense of possession by ‘I’- ‘my’ car, ‘my’ clothes. Two things
follow from this : (i) the notion of ‘I’ is different from ‘my”’ ; an
‘I’ always remains the same content-wise, while the content of

‘my’ varies enormously; (ii) ‘my’ can never be independent of
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the ‘I’. The world of ‘my’ is full of objects and in a limited sense,
of'the modifications of the subject too, but ‘I’ is unalterably the
subject only. Each one refers to oneself as ‘I’. This powerful,
purely subjective ‘I’ therefore holds the clue to the mystery of
existence. It points to the whole truth of Being, - to the nature
of God, creation, birth, death- all!

Theboy of sixteen was fully alive to all situations around Him,
and enjoyed themall, during His school days. The ‘I’ in Him was
as alert and assertive as in anyone else. Yet, He became a
Maharshi. How? On that momentous day, His normal ‘I’ faced
boldly the fearsome phenomenon, Death. Instead of flying in
fear (which is the natural course of the normal ‘I’), the ‘I’ in Him
stood firm. In that encounter, His ‘I’ instantly recognized its
limitations, its total unreality. The very moment of surrender by
the ‘I’, Being-Awareness revealed Itself and made Him a God.
The ‘I’ became the ‘food’ for the full force, the steady flame of
‘Awareness Supreme’. The destruction of ‘I’ did not result in
void, but in Plenitude of Awareness. Maharshi calls this
Awareness by various names, chiefamong them being ‘I-I’, the
Self. The death of the ‘I’ resulted in the birth of the ‘I-I’, the Self.
“Absorption in the Self has continued from that moment right up
to this time”, said Bhagavan, while giving a vivid description of
the great change.

Here we have a standing example of one who has ‘done’ it!
This dheera, Sri Ramana, not only accomplished it, but calls on
us all to follow Him, assuring us His continued guidance and
Grace. The only step, and that too the simplest — expected of us
is to plunge boldly within, that is, to face one’s own ‘I’ and its
total extinction. To face the ‘I’ squarely, Bhagavan induces us
to ‘raise the dust only to put it down’, to meet the bogey of the
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‘I’ only to see it vanish. This is the golden method of Vichara,
the quest: Who am 1? Each one has to create the situation for
oneself. How? Thoughts are manifestations of the ‘I’. Pierce
them one by one, raising the question: “To whom does this
thought arise?” The answer would be “To me”. Who is this
‘me’? WHO AM 1?

When this question Who am I is raised, what results is
silence, the ending of the entire thought process. Be watchful:
cling to this silence. This silence, though temporary, is the link
between the ‘I’ and the Self. “True silence where no thoughts
exist is the real state of Realisation,” says Bhagavan . The ‘I’
isadistortion of this state of quietude, being amovement, a wave
in the ocean of stillness.

“In movement it is samsara; and in stillness it is Moksha,
Liberation.” ( Devikalottara, v10)

Just as the ‘I’ is the link between the body and the Self (chit-
jada-granthi), this temporary silence during the Who am [ ?
Enquiry is the link between the ‘I’ and the Self, the “I-I”. With
each spell of silence, the need of the ‘I’ for movement becomes
weaker. As one proceeds thus in the sadhana of vichara a
revelation takes place! Yes! Repeated enquiry results in the
realisation that the ‘I’ is only a wave with a name and a form,
not the ocean, the ever-present Being as Awareness-Bliss.
These are not two distinctively different things; the wave is
nothing but the ocean. “Giving up of loka vichara results in
Atma Vichara” , said Sri Bhagavan. The disappearance of the
‘I” and the vision of “I-I”” are simultaneous, affirms Sri Bhagavan.
The disappearance of the pseudo-I is as mysterious as its
appearance. Firmly established in Pure Awareness, one sees
the illusory nature and non-existence of the ‘I’. Bhagavan has
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given us a picturesque story to explain this. The ‘intruder’ in a
marriage party, who neither belonged to the bride’s party nor to
the bridegroom’s, takes to his heels when an enquiry starts as
to which party he really belongs. Likewise, this ‘I’ neither
belongs to the body norto the Self! To identify oneself with one’s
body is a common mistake; but equally erroneous is the
identification of oneself with this ‘I’. In a deep sleep state one
exists though one is not the body. Repeated experience gained
through self-enquiry of the stillness where there is no ‘I’,
convinces one that one is not the ‘I’. This Self-Awareness in the
Blissful Absence of the ‘I” has to be and can be experienced by
every one of us.

“When the ‘I’ turning inward enquires Who Am I? and
reaches the Source, that which is ‘I’ sinks crestfallen and the
One ( Self) appears of its own accord as ‘I-I’. Though it appears
thus, it is not the ‘I’; it is the Whole. It is the Reality.” (Forty
Verses on Reality)

To encourage and guide seekers in this quest, Sri Bhagavan
gives the following authoritative pronouncements :

“Liberation is the destruction of the ‘I’

“This state of Liberation is eternal”

“The state in which the ‘I’ does not rise is the state of being
“Lp

“This state where there is no ‘I’ is agreeable to all.”

“This is the direct path for all”

“That state which ever IS, is available to all with perfect,
natural ease.”

(This appeared as editorial in Mountain Path, October, 1988)

* * *
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Happiness Results when Seeking Stops
(A speech of Dr. K. Subrahmanian)

In the Ashtotaram, there is a line rijumarga pradarshakah.

9] AF1 YG2®:

Bhagavan is referred to as a person who shows you riju
marga, the true or the straight path. What does that mean? This
means that he shows a direct approach to solving our problem
of unhappiness. There are many reasons for our unhappiness.
We don’t feel happy when we are angry. We don’t feel happy
when we hate someone. We don’t feel happy when we do not
get what we seek and so on. But when we love someone, we
feel comfortable and we are really happy. We always look
forward to a time when there will not be any anger or hatred in
our hearts.

Bhagavan says happiness is our nature. When we are
restless we seek rest, when we are troubled we seek peace of
mind. On the other hand, do we ever seek restlessness or
unhappiness? When I have a headache, [ want to get rid of my
headache. When I don’t have a headache, 1 don’t seek it.
Bhagavan says this proves that our real nature is happiness, just
as the natural state of our body is simple well-being. Anger, one
of the causes of unhappiness, is only a symptom of something
deep within, just as headache is a symptom of something that is
going on within the system. The headache itselfis not a primary
disease. When something is wrong with the system, it expresses
itself through a headache.

We all seek happiness, we all seek this or that, and Bhagavan
says try to find out who it is that seeks all this. When you find
out, you will realize that the seeker and the sought, the subject
and the object become one. He points out that the person who
is seeking is himself not a constant entity. I am one thing to one
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person and another thing to another person. The constant
change in our attitude to people and things itself'is the problem.
When Sankara says the whole thing is maya, what he meant
was there is nothing constant.

When you look at everything as your own self, you will see
the world as Brahman. There is no other. That is the state where
the personis free from individuality or ego of any kind whatsoever.
Bhagavan says that is the state which we all experience in deep
sleep. We are not even conscious of our body or name or fame;
yet the next morning when we get up we say ‘I slept well”. Who
was the person who was enjoying the sleep? It couldn’t have
been the mind, because the mind is conscious of differences.
There the mind is completely merged in the Self. The same state
one can experience in the waking state also, if one is free from
ego, says Bhagavan.

The mind is constantly seeking something or the other. Itis the
tendency of the mind to go outward. The moment it goes
outward it has to confront other minds. When you seek things,
sometimes you don’t get them. Bhagavan says what happens is,
you get tired of seeking sometime or the other. You feel
refreshed only if'you have deep sleep, at least for a short period.
Once the mind completely disappears and the seeking stops, on
getting up the next morning, you feel refreshed. So Bhagavan
says that what we are seeking consciously or unconsciously is
freedom from the mind. Moksha is not going to heaven;
moksha is freedom from the ego. The moment I am free from
the ego, then I will have the same happiness that I enjoy in my
deep sleep. When one is free from the ego, there will be no
seeking of any kind. Krishna says in the Geeta,

prajahaati yadaa kaamaan sarvaan paartha manogataan;
atmanevaatmanatushtah sthita prajnas tadochyate.

(Geeta 2.55)

SRI RAMANA JYOTHI, MARCH, 2017 ———————————————— 39




SSTelfd &1 SHFaad i F1r e |
SR gee: Rerass: der=d
dhukhesu anudvigna manaah sukheshu vigata-spruhah;,

veetaraaga- bhaya-krodhah sthitadhir-muniruchyate.
(2.56)
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Who is a sthitapragnya? Krishna says, he is one who has
givenup all desires. He does not seek anything from anybody in
this world. He finds supreme happiness within himself. Not from
anything outside of himself. The moment a person realizes
himself, he finds the entire world within himself. There is no
difference between the world and himself. In that stage, one
givesup all desires orrather, the kaamas leave him. Without any
desire of any kind he walks around.

The second verse, dukheshu anudvigna manaah means
that the jnani will be free from attachment, fear, anger etc.
Krishna doesn’t say, a jnani will not have any problems but he
says, he will not be affected by dukha or sukha. A jnani is free
from all these things because he is not seeking anything. He will
have the equanimity to accept everything as His will. He will
enjoy this eternal peace. If a person has the capacity to accept
all that happens as His will, then he is the greatest person in this
world. Hs mind gets merged in the Self. He is only pure
consciousness. He is a sthitapragnya. And it is a sthitapragnya
ofthis world who will give us the peace that we need. We all go
to gnanis, sadhus, who don’t possess anything in this world.
Butthey possess something that even the richestamongus don’t
have. They possess the peace that we are all seeking. When we
go and sit in their presence we enjoy a peace that passeth
understanding.
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True Knowledge
V. Krithivasan

Drishya Vaaritam chittam aatmanah,
Chitva darshanam tatva darshanam
(Upadesa Saaram, V16)
gegaIRd feRMeT: |
e aagedfT I

Bhagavan Ramana says that true knowledge must be that
whichis permanently, unconditionally and independently true. It
must not be limited by, or relative to anything. It must be known
directly without any intermediary agency. All the knowledge
acquired through the senses and the mind will not pass the test
with reference to the above criteria. All our knowledge comes
and goes in our mind which itself appears and disappears. Our
mind is easily deceived into believing that whatever that it is
currently experiencing is real. The example of dream proves this
point. While dreaming, our mind is deluded into mistaking its
creation to be true. Not only that; the same delusion repeats
itself again and again whenever our mind experiences a dream.
How then can mind-based knowledge be true knowledge?

The knowledge we have of anything other than ourselves is
objective knowledge. Itis dualistic and relative, since itinvolves
aknowing subject and an object known. Absolute knowledge or
pure knowledge is not dualistic or relative. For the experience
‘I am’, we do not need our five senses or even our mind.
Whatever else we may or may not know, we always know ‘I
am’. Even when we know nothing, as in deep sleep, we always
have the knowledge ‘I am’ since we say on waking up, “I slept
well”. Other forms of knowledge may come and go but
knowledge ‘I am’ is always there. This Astitvam is the only
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unchanging knowledge we experience. Hence this alone is true
knowledge.

Theknowledge “Iam”is called Consciousness. Consciousness
is essentially self-conscious. Our being-consciousness knows
itself subjectively as first person. Knowledge of the world (that
is, second and third persons) is acquired through the senses and
mind, whereas Consciousness is known by us directly as ‘I am’.
This knowledge ‘I am’ knows itself by itself. It is present in all
three states of waking, dream and sleep. Everything else that
appears to exist depends for its apparent existence upon our
basic knowledge or consciousness ‘I am’. No other knowledge
couldexistifouroriginal knowledge ‘lam’ did not exist. In fact,
no knowledge is truly separate from this fundamental
consciousness ‘I am’.

Objective knowledge is caused by a limitation we impose on
ourselves. This limitation is a distortion of the fundamental
consciousness ‘I am’. Bhagavan calls this as Viparita Jnanam
(Talk 316). This distortion is due to the notion ‘I am- this- body’
and this is what is called as mind. Though other things appear to
exist outside of us, it is actually a part of our imagination. This
imagination is a distortion in fundamental consciousness. None
of the things we know have any being or existence apart from
our knowledge of them. In the final analysis, all things are only
knowledge. Knowledge is only consciousness. Other than
our consciousness there is no vastu (substance) from which all
our thoughts and feelings and perceptions could be formed. The
only vastu we truly know is our own consciousness or being.
Everything else that we seem to know is generated by our
consciousness within itself. The mind which experiences
‘otherness’ is in essence, only our fundamental consciousness.
Its experience of ‘otherness’ is only imagined, not real.

42 ———————SRI RAMANA JYOTHI, MARCH, 2017




Though in the ultimate analysis everything is only
consciousness, sadhana is for knowing the distinction between
object- knowing consciousness and Pure Consciousness- ‘I
am’. This will help in experiencing the Pure Consciousness as
itreally is. This distinction is the root cause of duality and has to
be understood in order to go beyond duality. For this, the nature
of mind, the cause of duality has to be understood.

Our mind is a distorted form of consciousness as mentioned
earlier. The distortion has come about by imagining things other
than itself. On the other hand, knowing itselfjustas ‘lam’, is the
very nature of fundamental or Pure Consciousness. The natural
resting place of its attention is itself. Our attention moves away
from its natural resting place only when other things are formed
or imagined in our consciousness. So long as our attention rests
on the sense ‘I am’ we remain as infinite, Pure Consciousness.
But when our attention is diverted towards thoughts or objects,
it limits itself as mind. Hence, for mind to know its true nature,
all it needs to do is withdraw attention from thoughts or objects
and focus keenly on its own essential consciousness. Upadesa
Saram verse 16 with which this article began conveys this.
“Turning away from the objective world, if the mind delves
within, it will find itselfto be the nature of Consciousness. This
is the vision of Ultimate Reality «

In the Tamil version of Verse 16, in the place of chitvam,
Bhagavan uses the phrase ‘form of light’. “Mind, knowing its
own form of light, having given up external objects, alone is
True Knowledge”.

In other words, by attending to and knowing its own
consciousness of being, our mind will merge and become one
with Consciousness. This is anon-dual experience and is called
true and absolute knowledge. This is the state of Self-realisation.
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Ourmind is acompound consciousness ‘I am this body’. This
is comprised of two elements -our essential and fundamental
consciousness ‘I am’ and the superimposed adjunct (Upadhi)
called ‘this body’. Though Upadhi appears at one time and
disappears at another time, it also changes its form- appearing
as one body during waking and another during dream. It is
merely a superficial appearance, an apparition. The only real
element of our mind is the fundamental consciousness ‘I am’.
This is something permanent and never changes its form. As this
isits true form and also the ‘light’ that enables our mind to know
other things and also itself, Bhagavan calls it as ‘own form of
light’. When our mind turns its power of attention away from all
things, focusing keenly upon its fundamental consciousness of
being ‘lam’, it will subside and disappear. When mind gives up
its habit of attending to other things and attends to its own
consciousness of being, there will no longer be a separate entity
called mind. This is a non-dual experience. And this alone is
True Knowledge, Tatva Darsanam.

A Quiet, Still Mind Is All We Need
D. Samarender Reddy

Kena Upaishad says, that which the mind cannot know, but
because of which the mind knows, know that alone to be
Brahman (Self). Whatever their differences in their philosophies/
teachings, Ramana Maharshi, Nisargadatta Maharaj and J.
Krishnamurti all agree that to discover/realize the Truth the
mind has to be quiet or still. The only difference among the three
of them is in their view on how the mind can be made quiet or
still, the mind being nothing but the flow of thoughts.

J. Krishnamurti says that we have experiences in life, both
individual and collective, which leads to accumulation of
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knowledge; the knowledge is stored as memory in the brain/
mind. All thought then is the response of memory to any
challenge/situation of life that calls for speech/action. But
experiences being limited, knowledge is limited, so memory is
limited. Hence any thought born of memory is also necessarily
limited. So, any action born of thought is limited and hence leads
to conflict/divisiveness in one form or another in life because any
response based on thought is not an adequate/total response to
the challenges posed by life. When thought realizes these
limitations of itselfthrough an insight/awareness into the situation
then thought falls silent. When thought is thus silent, we can
come upon the Truth. This process of silencing of the mind is
spontaneously through insight/observation rather than through
any deliberate effort.

Ramana Maharshi differs a bit from J. Krishnamurti in that,
though he agrees that the mind has to be silent for the Truth to
dawn (his injunction being Summa Iru - Be Still), he opines that
deliberate effort through meditation is necessary for most
people to come upon that silence of the mind. Moreover, he says
that when you sit for self-enquiry (enquiry into who one is in
reality or what one’s true nature/identity is) if you are assailed
by thoughts, you should pose the question “To whom are these
thoughts” and the answer would be “To me”, which should be
followed by the counter question “Who am [?”” Of course, when
thus thoughts are quelled through prolonged effort, then he
advocates that one should abide in the stillness of mind achieved
thereby for prolonged periods, nay, even throughout the day as
one engages in action, by paying attention to the pure inner
feeling of Being/I-am-ness/existence, the thought-free
consciousness.

Nisargadatta Maharaj agrees more with Ramana Maharshi
than J. Krishnamurti when it comes to how the mind can be
made quiet or still. He says we should resort to “refusal to

SRI RAMANA JYOTHI, MARCH, 2017 —m—————————————— 45§




harbour thoughts” by realizing/reminding ourselves that we are
not the mind but pure Being-Awareness. His method is to pay
attention to the inner feeling of “I am”, which is nothing but
thought-free consciousness, it being the reflection of the Selfin
the mind (chidabhasa).

Thus, all three self-realized masters say that thought is the
enemy of man in that it prevents us from knowing the Truth and
keeps us in bondage. So, we should wisen up to that and adopt,
as we see fit, any one of the ways that they indicate to make the
mind quiet or still.

An Offering at His Divine Feet.
Sneha Choudhury

A Rainbow Bridge of happiness we build,
When hands helping out to others reach.
It is no small work unto God
Who does deeds out of love.

‘Me too Thy nobleness has taught
To master my own problems’
And like the rainbow fair,
Bridge With love the gaps in the world

Thank you, Divine Creator,

The heart skips in merry melody,
When thoughts I find in me

Echoes in the world of friends I meet.
For who are we But a reflection of Divine Creation?
And because he is pristine Love
We reflect it,
In the deeds we do, Unto Him.
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Arunachala’s Gift
K. Lalitha

“Tiruchuzhi is one of the most sacred Siva sthalas on this
earth where, in the temple of Bhuminatheswara, a holy
spring gushes forth on one particular, auspicious day
every year. In this sacred town was [ born to the pious
couple, Sundaram lyer and Alagammal. Lord Arunachala ,
who is responsible for spreading the bright light of pure
Knowledge throughout the Universe and establishing the
power of the Self, out of His compassion, raised me to the
same state as Himself, so that I can escape suffering from
the bonds of earthly attachments, and remain ever immersed
in the Bliss of the Self.” — Verse 8 of Bhagavan Ramana’s
Navamani malai

Inthis poem, Bhagavan expresses his gratitude to Arunachala
for conferring upon him, His own state of permanent bliss.
Bhagavan praises Arunachala as the most generous, most
benevolent of emperors. Who else but Arunachala can give
himself to the devotees!

It was Easwara Swamigal who was instrumental in urging
Bhagavan to compose this gem of a poem, making Bhagavan
reveal his Avatara Rahasyam or the mystery behind his advent
on earth. (While Bhagavan was living in the Virupaksha Cave,
Easwara Swamigal was his companion. Easwara Swamigal
was a talented composer of poetry, who loved to try out all kinds
of intricate meters in his compositions. What is more, he would
urge Bhagavan to compose poems in those same meters. This
apparently happened on several occasions, but very few of
those poems are available with us now, because Bhagavan did
not consider these songs important enough to be preserved
carefully).

Ononeoccasion, Easwara Swamigal was talking to Bhagavan
about an olden day poet called Ottakkoothar. This poet once
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went to the Sinhala country (modern Sri Lanka) and sang some
songs in the King’s court. The King was so impressed that he
showered the poet with gifts. In fact, there was such a huge pile
of precious items that Ottakkoothar expressed his inability to
take everything back to his home in Tamil Nadu. So the King
arranged to have all the gifts delivered to the poet’s house in his
native Tamil Nadu. When the poet saw the long line of elephants,
laden with all kinds of treasures, walking down the street, he was
inspired to compose a poem in a meter resembling the rhythm
of an elephant’s walk. In this poem, Ottakkoothar catalogued
the gifts that the King had conferred on him.

Easwara Swamigal, after recounting this incidentto Bhagavan,
said, “Ottakkoothar has composed such an elaborate song to
talk about the gifts he received from a mere mortal king. Now,
Bhagavan has received far more precious gifts from the Lord
of the Universe, Lord Arunachala Himself. Is that not worthy
ofasongin this same meter?” Bhagavanreplied, “Ottakkoothar
composed this poem out of a desire to impress people with his
great talents, and to brag about the gifts he had received. That
isthereason for this elaborate composition. Why should I follow
him?” However, Easwara Swamigal’s persistence finally
persuaded Bhagavan to compose this poem, in a meter that is
reminiscent of an elephant’s gait. Purely by chance, the scrap
of paper with this beautiful poem was discovered many years
later,and Muruganar included itin his compilation ofthe Necklet
of Nine Gems or Navamani Malai.

The statement “He raised me to the same state as Himself
(that is, gave me His post)” refers to Siva Saayujya Padavi,
the state of oneness with Siva. The Tamil word used by
Bhagavan, namely padam, can be taken to mean padavi or
‘post’ in this context. The gift of Arunachala to Bhagavan is
His own post, with the responsibility of spreading True
Knowledge everywhere! (Source: Smt. Kanakammal’s

commentary on Bhagavan’s Collected Works)
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Taking Responsibility

Ramaswami was the nephew of Mother Azhagammal. He
was avery uprightand well known lawyer in Dindukkal. His son
Viswanatha Swami left home without informing anybody and
came to Tiruvannamalai in January 1923.

When Viswanatha Swami came to him, Bhagavan asked,
“Viswanatha! Does anyone know that you have come here?
Did you at least leave a note informing your family of your
whereabouts?” Viswanatha Swami replied in the negative.
Bhagavan said, “I left a note for my family when I left home.
Youshould immediately write a letter to tell your father that you
are here.”

A few days later, Viswanatha Swami came to Bhagavan and
showed him a letter. The letter was from Ramaswami lyer and
it informed them that Ramaswami Iyer and his family would
soon be coming to Tiruvannamalai.

Bhagavan remarked, “The mountain from Dindukkal is coming
here! But don’t be afraid. You go to the station and receive all
of them. Do not say a word to your father. Bring them to the
accommodation allotted to them. Then you go to the cave and
concentrate on your daily japam. Come here only when I send
word. And when you come here, go straight to your father and
prostrate to him. Do not prostrate to me. Leave the rest to me.”

Ramaswami Iyer had no idea about Bhagavan’s exalted
state. He knew him only as Venkatraman. He had come to
Tiruvannamalai for the sole purpose of taking his son back
home. At that time, there were some repairs going on in the Old
Hall. Therefore, Bhagavan was sitting in the stone mandapam
opposite to the Ashram. Ramaswami Iyer entered the mandapam
and spontaneously prostrated to Bhagavan. Then he stood
aside. Bhagavan sent for Viswanatha Swami. The young man

came and directly went to his father and prostrated to him. Then
(Contd.. on Page 51)
—_— 4!
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(Contd.. from Page 49)

he stood silently with bowed head. Ramaswami said in stern
tones, “Enough! Now leave this place and come back home. We
have come to take you back to Dindukkal.” Bhagavan gently
said, “Viswanathan has set foot on this path. He has surrendered
to God and is no longer interested in family life.”

Ramaswami lyer was neither comforted nor convinced.
Then Bhagavan said in a firm tone, “Let Viswanathan stay here.
That is best for him.” Somehow Bhagavan’s words had a
magical effect on Ramaswami Iyer. He realized that his duty as
a father was to ensure the welfare of his son. He decided that
his son should be allowed to stay with his chosen Guru. He said
to Bhagavan, “If Bhagavan is prepared to accept the responsibi-
lity for my son’s spiritual progress, I will leave him here.”

Bhagavan clearly said, “I accept the responsibility for
Viswanathan’s spiritual progress.” Viswanathan’s spiritual
advancement was thus assured.

(Source : Ramana Thiruvilayadal Thirattu)
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