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The unfathomable Sri Bhagavan
Gudipati Venkata Chalam
(Translated from Telugu by G.Srihari Rao)

Itis not possible for others to understand the state of the great
ones who have realised the Self. Their conduct in day-to-day life
will be distinct and different. It is not just that. The living style
and teaching methods will be significantly different from one
realised soul to another. Some choose to live in the society,
groom disciples and live in their Ashrams. Some move about
relentlessly. Some sing; some argue; some teach and some are
silent. Some are altogether invisible. Some get into conflicts and
become targets of public ire. But nothing affects them. They are
steadfast in their speech and actions. Some are respected and
some are blamed.

When the whole thing is analysed, it becomes clear that this
dichotomy is not of their making but is the will of the Lord. They
are completely insulated from whatever happens to them and
whatever happens around them. They are beyond the
comprehension of ordinary beings. This is because the mortals
act as per the dictates of the mind. Due to this, ordinary folk can
understand each other at least to some extent. But the minds of
the Jnanis, are totally annihilated and they behave altogether
differently. There will be several contradictions in their
relationships and life’s incidents. There will be perceivable
reasons for some of their actions and none for some others.
Some of their actions will appear to be either those ofa mentally
deranged person or of a despotic dictator. They are unaffected
by the consequences of their actions. The yogi of Vakkalanka
used to kick anybody in the chest who approached him. Nobody
used toretaliate. The pain and humiliation are only for those who
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are kicked. But if someone were to beat the yogi, he would not
even know that he was beaten.

There are so many things in Bhagavan’s life which are
beyond comprehension. Those who donotbelieve that Bhagavan
is beyond all dualities and that he is the very Lord of the
Universe, cannot understand him even a bit, because he is not
an ordinary mortal. It is sheer ignorance to look for reasons or
to criticize him for the contradictions one sees in him. Bhagavan
used to speak and act in a fashion that is relevant to a person or
asituation.

We cannot make any statement regarding the relationship
between Bhagavan and what goes on around him. There is a
relationship and there is not. Do we say that there is arelationship
between the Lord and the atrocities that take place in the world?
The ashram authorities and the ashram inmates used to do
several things, knowing fully well that Bhagavan did notapprove
of them. Bhagavan never noticed them till he saw with his own
eyes or heard with his own ears. On occasions he chose to keep
quiet. When visitors reported to Bhagavan about what they
thought were atrocities, the partiality, the extraction of money
and other unfair things, he is reported to have reacted as, “Why
did you come here? Have you come all the way to identify and
rectify the mistakes being committed in the Ashram? Is there
nothing to reform in your own place? Why don’t you attend to
the purpose for which you have come?”

When the complaint was that there was misappropriation of
money and that the primary objective seemed to be making
money, Bhagavan is said to haveresponded, “They came for the
sake of money. If you too have the same objective, join them.
Maybe they will give you a share.”

Bhagavan never liked begging in his name. He strongly
condemned fund collection for the Ashram temple that cost
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lakhs of rupees. But who listened to him? However, he used to
critically examine the construction that was being done against
his wishes, in the middle of the night with the help ofatorch light.
When the construction was completed, he went to the temple in
the night and stood for ten minutes placing his hands on the Sri
Chakra that was installed in the sanctum sanctorum. Ritualistic
worship, processions, celebrations — Sri Bhagavan did not care
forthese. Offering coconuts, waving the camphor light (Harathi)
and sprinkling of flowers were particularly detested by him.
When his birthday was celebrated as Jayanthi, he was a
detached onlooker and sat where he was asked to sit. And yet,
when the Harathi was brought to him after service to the Deities,
he used to respectfully press the Harathi light to his eyes and
wear the Vibhuthi (sacred ashes).

When he was sick, he declined the use of medicines. Butthen,
when the devotees were depressed or when they beseeched
him, he relented by saying, “All right, give it to me.” He
swallowed anything that was given to him. The devotees who
visited him used to prostrate before him. But Bhagavan did not
even turn his head towards them. On occasions however, he,
who used to gaze into eternity, suddenly would look at them,
converse with them, laugh and make enquiries about their
welfare. He had some special concern and soft corner for
people who came from far —off places; the elderly who had
difficulty in walking and the tiny tots.

High ranking officials, beggars, the rich, the monks, the
devotees, good looking women — nobody could attract his
attention. Some used to pester him with a load of questions. He
would notrespond. But then he would call somebody and talk to
him about several things. When some people opened a
conversation with him for no apparent reason, he would ignore
them. Sometimes he was harsh with some people. He would
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mock and make fun of some others to the amusement of all
around.

He appeared in the dreams of devotees, who left the ashram,
and called them back. Or else, the devotee himself would feel
restless and feel pulled towards Bhagavan. Not minding the
distance and the difficulties, he would rush to the ashram. But
when he came, Bhagavan would not look at him for days on end;
not even smile.Bhagavan would have spoken to many others
meanwhile, making kind enquiries! People who came off from
far off places and had to rush back were forced to stay back for
days on end with their doubts and turmoil. What holds the
devotees to him, what annihilates their ego and what was really
needed for them were carried out by Bhagavan in a silent and
natural way.

When things were done in the ashram which were counter to
his instructions or was not to his liking, he would sometimes call
the people responsible and pull them up. Butifthey paidno heed,
he would keep quiet. On many an occasion, ashram authorities
clamped rules and regulations on Bhagavan himself! Without
Bhagavan’s consent, a decision was taken to close the doors of
the hall between noon and 3PM to prevent visitors from
approaching Bhagavan. When Bhagavan enquired about the
reason for this, he was told, “For the sake of your health.” When
Bhagavan insisted on keeping the doors open 24 hours of the
day, they did not comply with his wish. Bhagavan came out of
the hall and sat out. Even then the ashram authorities did not
follow his instructions. They kept on pleading with him. Finally,
Bhagavan had to toe their line and confine himself to the hall.

To be Continued

(This is Part 1 of a free translation of Prastavana, the
preface to Sri Chalam’s Telugu book ‘Smrutulu’)
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Introducing Brahmasri Nochur
Sri Venkataraman

Sri Ramana Kendram Hyderabad is delighted to inform the
devotees that Sri Ramanacharanatirtha Nochur Sri
Venkataraman will be delivering lectures on Arunachala
Pancharatnaby Bhagavan for 5 days from 10th -14th December,
2017. The lectures will be conducted in English.

Though Nochurjineeds no introduction, this is the first time he
will be visiting our Kendram, and hence this introduction. The
best way to describe him will be:he lives, moves and has his
being in Sri Ramana. Shri KVS of Sri Ramanasramam has
this to say about Nochurji: “Venkataraman is one of those
blessed ones who were caught young in Bhagavan’s net of
grace. He was barely thirteen when he heard of Bhagavan and
the Name cast a spell on him, and from the age of eighteen he
started discoursing on Bhagavan’s teaching, firstin Malayalam,
then in his mother tongue Tamil and then in English. He is an
unusually brilliant young man and lightning-quick on the uptake.
Hismemory isincredible and heisendowed with an extraordinarily
clear vision of the Vedantic truth, deeply read in almost every
Vedantic work in Sanskrit and many in Tamil and Malayalam
and has a great capacity to communicate to large audiences in
three languages with astonishing lucidity. He is totally devoted
to Bhagavan whose life and teachings have proved to be his
Jjnaanaanjana (the ointment of knowledge) which have opened
his eyes of wisdom. He treats every word of Bhagavan as his
Taaraka Mantra (liberating mantra) and seems to have done
a great deal of deep contemplation on his words. Above all, he
istotally mindful in living by the words of Bhagavan. Even when
he scintillates on the dais, he seems impersonal, and at other
times he is silent to a fault. He is blissfully bereft of even
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legitimate pride. He speaks and writes more from experience
than from his prodigious erudition and memory”.

We take the opportunity to invite all those interested to attend
these discourses and derive benefit in their sadhana.

Schedule of Sri Nochurji’s discourse on Arunachala
Pancharatna :

Sunday-10th December - 9.30-10.30 am.

11th-14th December - 8.00-9.00 am.

Venue: Sri Ramana Kendram, Tilak Nagar Junction,
Shivam Road, Bathakammakunta, Hyderabad

Executive Committee, Sri Ramana Kendram

* * *

Saayujyam - Absolute Union
V Krithivasan

In the sastras, the state of mukthi (Liberation) is described
inavariety of ways. Depending on the state of mind and the path
chosen by those who are desirous of Liberation, the nature of
Liberation is expounded. The kinds of mukthi listed in our sastras
are: Saalokyam, Saameepyam, Saarupyam and Saayujyam.
Toreside in the same /oka(world) as the God one is worshipping
is called as Saalokyamukthi ; for example for Saivites, Kailash
is the Abode of Lord Siva and a Saivite determines that being in
Kailash is Liberation ; devotees of Vishnu feel that to be able
to take one’s residence in Vaikuntham is Liberation. Even
there, instead of living far away from the Lord, if he can be
nearer to his chosen God, he is considered to have attained
Saameepya (which means nearness) mukthi. With an intense
bhakthi for the Lord, when the devotee even assumes the divine
form of the Lord, it will qualify as Saarupyamukthi.
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On the other hand, if one merges with the Lord, by losing
one’s ego or individuality totally and remains in absolute Union
with Him, that would be called as Saayujyamukthi. Bhagavan
says that this last one is what one should aim for, as according
to him, any state where the ego survives is not the final state.
Bhagavan repeatedly says, in his conversations and in his
writings, “Why do you want to analyse the nature of Liberation
and engage in arguments before reaching that State and
experiencing it firsthand? Y ou must move away from concepts
of Liberation and discussions about them and take up serious
sadhana and taste it yourself. This is aparoksha jnanam
(which means non-indirect knowledge or Real Knowledge.
Knowledge gained using the medium of mind or buddhi will be
relative or indirect means of knowledge).”

The limitations imposed by the ego form the bondages
blocking the state of Liberation. Unless the ego drops off,
objective or indirect knowledge which causes bondages will not
go. That is why all the religions, without exception, emphasize
that ego must be subdued and eliminated. Ramana Siddhantam
is also the same.

Approaching the whole thing from an entirely different level,
Bhagavan says that Liberation is not something to be gained
afresh; it is our very nature. If it were to be something new,
different from our essential nature, it can be lost too! Hence it
would not be worth pursuing. According to Bhagavan, the
experience of being a jiva, an embodied soul, is what is
unnatural. Having separated oneself from one’s Source and
taking oneselfto be a limited individual, one deals with the world
thatis the creation ofthe individual mind. Yes, itis the mind alone
that causes the world we imagine ourselves to be in. He asks us
this question, “Has anyone seen a world without a body-mind
mechanism functioning?” This unnatural separation from the
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Source is what is called as the Original Sin and in Vedantic
parlance, ignorance or maya. Such amind, beset with limitations,
searches for lasting happiness and not finding it, looks for
Liberation. The mind tries to overcome its limitations in various
ways (calling them as sadhanas ) forgetting that these limitations
are, to start with, its own making- by its act ofhaving separated
itself from its Source. He says in Ulladu Narpadu Anubandham:
“Get rid of the mind ( or ego) that has caused the separation
by the enquiry, who wants fruits of action? Who has vibhakthi
(division from the Whole)? Who is dis-united (from the
Source)? Who has ignorance? These are indeed the paths
of karma yoga, Bhakthi Yoga, Raja Yoga and Jnana
Yoga” —Verse 14. Elsewhere he says that Realisation is
always there; the spiritual practices are suggested only for
getting rid of the notion that one is not Realised. In other words,
sadhanas are undertaken only to ‘un-realise’ the false. Reality
is never absent but only hidden from view.

An interesting incident in Bhagavan’s life illustrates
Bhagavan’s emphasis on uninterrupted Union with the Source,
God or Self. When Bhagavan was in the Virupaksha cave, a
Dikshitar (priest) from Chidambaram used to visit Bhagavan.
He used to stay in the town and would have Bhagavan’s darshan
daily. Whenever he had the opportunity, he would request
Bhagavan to visit the famous Chidambaram temple. He would
appeal to Bhagavan in this way: “Swami! Amongst all the
temples in the south, don’t you know that Chidambaram which
represents the subtlest of elements, Akasha (space) is the
holiest? You must visit this sacred place and have the Darshan
of Lord Nataraja.” Bhagavan would not respond to this,
generally. Once, when he requested Bhagavan to visit
Chidambaram, Bhagavan decided to putan end to such requests,
and so he wrote a verse on a piece of paper and gave it to the
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Dikshitar. The verse (which has been included as the first verse
in Navamani Maalai) runs like this: “By nature, Easwara is still,
immobile. In Chidambaram though, He is engaged in His
Cosmic Dance, motivating Goddess Sakthi, who is normally full
of Peace, to also dance in His Presence. Thus in that sacred
place, both have given up Their nature. On the other hand, here
in Arunachalam, Sakthi has become one with Siva, both retaining
their Still, Changeless nature, making this as the foremostamong
holy places”. Bhagavan is implying that the greatness of
Arunachala Kshetram arises out of the inseparable, Absolute
Union of the Mother with Easwara. This isa great example of
Saayujyam, Oneness.

In Skanda Puranam, there is reference to Goddess Uma’s
reaction when She witnessed the disappearance of Lord Siva’s
divine Form. When Bhasmasura obtained a boon from Siva by
which he got the power of turning anything into ashes by the
touch of his hand, he wanted to test this power on Lord Siva
Himself! Knowing this demon’s intention, Lord Siva withdraws
His form and disappears. When Goddess Uma witnesses Her
Beloved disappearing, unable to bear that separation, She melts
into a pool of water. Lord Vishnu then intervenes and tricks
Bhasmasura to burn himself to ashes. After this, Lord Siva
assumes His form and so does Uma. But Lord Siva ordains that
the pool of water, the symbol of Uma’s great love for Him be
left as it was. This pool came to be known as the Saravana Pond,
inwhich Lord Subrahmanya would later take His manifestation.
The significance of this Puranic story is that a brief interruption
in the Union with Easwara was enough to cause the Mother to
melt, literally.

It is amazing that this story repeated itself in Bhagavan’s life
too. We all know that Bhagavan composed Akshara Mana
Maalai when he went around the hill once. The bhaavam
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adopted by Bhagavan in this matchless composition was that of
a bride longing for union with her Beloved Arunachala. The
spectrum of emotions displayed in these moving verses cover a
wholerange: adoring, pleading, cajoling, surrendering, scolding,
threatening and so on. In one place, he is reported to have
literally melted into tears, as Mother Uma did! When he
composed Verse 34, wherein he says, “Arunachala! If You do
not merge in me and stay united with me, my body will melt and
I'will drown inmy own tears”, itis reported that from every pore
of his body, water gushed out drenching him thoroughly! The
very thought of separation for the briefest of moments had the
same effect on him as seen in the Puranic story of Mother Uma.
This in my opinion is an even greater example of Saayujyam,
Absolute Union.

* * *

Bhagavan’s Grace and Name

Sri Swami Ramdas
(Anandashram, Kanhangad).

Sri Ramana Maharshi was in all respects a remarkable Saint.
After realising the Eternal, he lived in the Eternal. His advent
was a veritable blessing on this earth. By his contact thousands
were saved from the clutches of doubt and sorrow. He lived
what he preached and preached what he lived. He exerted a
wonderful influence and created in the hearts of ignorant men
and women a consciousness of their inherent Divinity. He
awakened the sleeping soul to the awareness of its immortal and
all-blissful nature.

By his very presence he rid the hearts of people of their base
and unbridled passions. The faithful derived the greatest benefit
by communion with him.
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Ramdas thinks it will not be inappropriate to recall here his
own experiences, thirty years ago, at Tiruvannamalai and to
describe how,by having darshan of Sri Ramana Maharshi, he
was prepared for the Universal Vision he had a few days
afterwards, on the sacred Arunachala Hill. It came about in this
way. Soon after Ramdas had the Sagundarshan of God in the
form of Sri Krishna, he left Mangalore, as prompted by the Lord,
and went about wandering from place to place. In the course of
these wanderings, God in His own mysterious way, took Ramdas
to Tiruvannamalai.Ramdas’ condition in those days was like
that of'a child, waiting always for the mother’s guidance. He had
absolutely no sankalpas or plans of any sort. So when a
Tamilian Sadhu asked Ramdas to accompany him to
Tirnvannamalai, Ramdas readily obeyed and simply followed
the Sadhu. The latter took him to Sri Ramana Maharshi. The
very sight of the Maharshi left an indelible impression on
Ramdas. Ramana Maharshi stands for Nirguna Brahman and
Universal Vision. So he poured into Ramdas the necessary
powerand Grace to obtain this Vision.After obtaining Maharshi’s
darshan, Ramdas went up the Arunachala Hill and remained
there in a cave. During his stay in the cave, Ramdas was
chanting Ram Mantra day and night. He had absolutely no sleep
and for food he used to take only a small quantity of boiled rice,
which he himself prepared out of the alms he got. After twenty
days’ stay in the cave, in the above manner, one morning
Ramdas’s eyes were filled with a strange dazzling light and he
realised the Presence of the Divine everywhere. This new
vision ofthe Universal gave him such waves of ecstatic bliss that
he started running about here and there on the hill, embracing the
trees and rocks, shouting in joy ‘this is my Ram, thisismy Ram”’.
He could not resist the rising ecstasy. This was his first
experience of the Universal Vision.
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Saints are beacons. They show the path to mankind. The
influence of Saints and Sages like Sri RamanaMaharshi cannot
be lost on the world. India is a chosen country, a land of religion.
By the blessing and power of our innumerable Saints and Rishis
India shall rise as a spiritual luminary to dispel the dark forces
of chaos and destruction and restore a reign of concord, unity
and peace among the nations of the earth. In carrying out this
mission India’s weapon shall be universal love. Her ideals are
based on the Universal Vision. Hence her motto should be
universal service. Her watchword should be the Name of the
universal God.

The Divine Name is pregnant with a power to transform the
world. It can create light where there is darkness, love where
there is hate, order where there is chaos and happiness where
there is misery. The Name can change the entire atmosphere of
the world from one of bitterness, ill-will and hate to that of mutual
love, goodwill and trust. For, the Name is God Himself. To bring
nearer the day of human liberation from the sway of hatred and
misery, the way is the assertion of the supremacy of God over
all things and keeping the mind in tune with the Universal by the
chanting of the Divine Name. May the nectar of the Divine
Name flow in ceaseless streams through the hearts of all
devotees and usher in an age of harmony, brotherhood and
peace in the -world!

(Source: Call Divine, 1954)

* * *

Deepavali festival signifies the great Self-effulgence
which shines after destroying the reflected artificial
light (i.e. the ego) Narakasura, who was ruling this
filthy body which is the form of hell, as I.

(Garland of Guru’s Sayings, 183)
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Siruthonda Nayanar
And His Extraordinary Sacrifice

(Siruthondar is the 41st Nayanmar in the list of 63 Saivite
Saints in Peria Puranam. He is called Dabhra Bhaktha in
Sivabhaktha Vilasam.)

The demands made on this matchless devotee by Lord Siva
has not been made on anyone else. Was he tested, as people
think, with what can be considered as ‘cruel demands’? If so
why? For this we have to dig into Siruthondar’s past. We must
also remember that the Lord does not “test” you if He thinks you
cannot pass the test! So it means that He wanted to show to the
world that this extraordinary devotee can rise to any level of
sacrifice, driven solely by his Love for the Lord.

This devotee liked to call himself in all humility as Siru
(meaning small in Tamil) —Thondar (servant). He worked as
the General of the army of the Pallava king, Narasimha Varma.
He was known as Paranjyothi then. History lessons talk about
violent wars, betrayals and mass murders and plundering that
were the results of the enmity between this Pallava and the
Chalukya king Pulikeshin II who ruled from the city of Vatapi.
In their final encounter, the entire city of Vatapi was set on fire
by the Pallava army. Paranjyothi led this assault. Just as the
Kalinga war disgusted Ashoka, this “cruel” war disgusted
Paranjyothi. He resigned as the Army general and settled down
into life of utmost devotion to Lord Siva. Now we know the
reason for the “cruel” demands of the Lord! It was out of
compassion that His devotee should exhaust his Karmas in this
life itself that He asked for the utmost sacrifice. He knew that
His devotee had it in him to give what He wanted.

After giving up his job as the Chief of the Pallava King’s
army, Paranjyoti chose his native village called Tiru- Senkattan-
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kudi on the banks of Cauveri, for his life of devotion. He was
married to a devout lady by name Mangai Nallal. They had ason
named Seeralan. The couple was very particular to have their
food only after hosting a lunch to Shiva devotees daily. They
served whatever the devotees wished. One day no one turned
up. Not in the habit of eating without offering food to a Shiva
devotee, Siruthondar left the house in search of a devotee.
When he was out, a Shiva Yogi, dressed in the attire of'a North
Indian Bhairagi (Bhairava), knocked on the door. His wife and
her maid welcomed the Yogi and invited him for lunch. Hesaid
that he would not accept the invitation when the male head of
the house was absent and that he would wait near the tree at the
temple for Easwara, known as Ganapatheeswara. When
Siruthondar returned he was overjoyed to hear thata Shiva Y ogi
was waiting at the temple. He rushed to meet him and was
captivated by the lustre emanating from the Yogi dressed as a
Bhairagi. He extended his invitation for lunch to him. The Shiva
Yogi said that the type of food he liked to have was dictated by
his religious practices and as such could not be fulfilled by
anyone generally. Eager to serve the divine-looking Yogi,
Siruthondar promised that whatever he wanted would be prepared
and served to him. The Bhairagi put forth his requirements: I
break my fast once in six months and today is the day. I eat the
meat of a human child, a boy of around five years, without any
blemishes in the body. He must be cut to pieces for making a
human curry; his mother should willingly hold him while the
father does the cutting. The parents of the boy themselves must
cook these pieces without any remorse. [ will eat this child-curry
served on a plantain leaf”. The first thought that came to the
mind of Siruthondar was, “I am saved! I do not have to go in
search ofachild, as [ have ason who meets all the requirements!”
Siruthondar assured the Shiva Yogi that he will come to fetch

SRI RAMANA JYOTHI, NOVEMBER, 2017 ———————————————=— 39




him after the food for him was prepared. He went home and told
his wife all the details and looked at her anxiously. The devout
wife, though she was shocked initially when she understood
what it meant, quickly reconciled to the task ahead- her only
consolation being that they can render this service to the Shiva
Yogi. Once his wife approved of his plan, Siruthondar ran to the
nearby school where Seeralan was studying and took him home.
They bathed him and carried out the unthinkable task, all the time
marveling at the great good fortune of their child in becoming
food unto the Shiva Yogi! As for us, we can only marvel at their
supreme sacrifice and unbelievable devotion!

After the meal for the Yogi was prepared as he wanted it,
Siruthondar ran again to the temple and invited the Shiva Yogi
to his house. On a plantain leaf the meat of the child was served
to the Shiva Yogi. Siruthondar stood near the Yogi, with head
bowed in utter devotion. His mind was only consumed with the
thought that the Yogi would be able to eat after fasting for six
months. Then the Yogi made another unanticipated demand: “I
won’t eat alone! Call some more devotees to eat with me!”
Siruthondar told him thateven earlier in the day, he could not find
any Shivadevotee. The Yogi thensaid, “It does not matter. Who
can be a greater devotee than you? Come, share this food!” He
asked the wife to spread another leaf. Even then Siruthondar did
not flinch. When he was about to sit down to eat, the Yogi asked
Siruthondar, “Where is your son? Call him too!” Siruthondar
hesitated, and almostbroke down saying, “Hewillnotbe ofany
use now!” What a wonderful reply, not revealing even then that
it was his son whose meat was being served! The Yogi by now
was terribly insistent that Siruthondar should fetch his son. Not
willing to say no to him, Siruthondar and his amazing wife went
up to the entrance and made a pretension of calling their son,
“Seerala, darling! Come!”
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Wonder of wonders, as soon as they called out, the parents
heard running footsteps, and there appeared Seeralan, in flesh
and blood, who ran to them and hugged them! Overwhelmed,
Siruthondar and his wife turned to look at the Yogi. The Yogi
was not to be seen and neither the leaf nor the meat on it. The
Bhairava Yogi appeared in His true Form, along with Mother
Parvathi and Skanda. The story goes that the residents of the
entire village were granted Their Darsan. The entire family of
Siruthondar, including the maid servant ascended to Kailash in
full view of the people of the village of Tiru-Sengattan-Kudi.

But the story afterwards is even more interesting. This is not
in Peria Puranam, but is a Karna Parampara (hearsay) story.
When the Pallava king came to know that his employee,
Paranjyothi had the great good fortune to have the darsan of
Lord Shiva, and be absorbed in Him, he became envious. He
fervently prayed to the Lord that he should also be granted the
unusual vision of the Lord as the North Indian Bhairagi! As the
intensity of this prayer reached a peak, Lord Shiva appeared in
the dream as He had appeared before Siruthondar. The king
was captivated by the form of the Lord. On waking up, he called
his best Stapathi and described his vision. He wanted the
Stapathi to make a statue of the Lord forthwith based on the
vision he had. In a kingly manner he threatened to punish the
Stapathi if he did not complete the statue in time!

The work of making the statue began in right earnest. But
however much this expert Stapathi tried, he could not get aright
the Pancha Loha (combination of five metals) statue the king
had described. The metals just would not melt properly and form
the statue. The Stapathi was getting desperate. It was summer
and his team was working round the clock without any result.One
hot afternoon, an old couple, dressed strangely, came to the
place where the statue was getting made. They asked for water.
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The Stapathi did not bother to grant theirrequest. They repeatedly
pleaded with the team that they were dying of thirst. The
stapathi contemptuously replied, “Can’t you see we are
desperately working to meet the king’s deadline and save
ourselves? Where can we go for water? If you want to drink
something, only this boiling, molten metal is available. Help
yourselves!” The old man with the funny attire, walked up to the
cauldron of boiling liquid metal, lifted it and to the utter
amazement of everyone, drank it! He transformed into a statue!
The form that the king had seen in his dream finally emerged as
the statue. This statue of the Bhairagi Shiva Yogi is kept in a
separate sannidhi in this temple.

Even today, the day of the supreme sacrifice of Siruthondar
and his family is celebrated in the village with utmost veneration.

% * *

Finding the Way Out

For a while after the construction of the old hall, the cooking
was done there itself. There was a chimney to allow the smoke
to escape. This chimney was enclosed on all four sides with iron
sheets. There was an opening in the bottom. One day, a beautiful
bird somehow entered the chimney through the opening and got
caught inside. It fluttered and struggled to get out, but could not
find a way out. It tried to fly out of the top, but it could not get
to the top, in spite of its most frantic attempts. Bhagavan said,
“Leave it alone. It will find its own way out.”

Eventually, the bird gave up its struggle and allowed itselfto
slip down to the bottom of the chimney. Reaching the opening
atthe bottom, the bird was finally able to escape the confinement
of'the chimney and it happily flew out and soared away into the
sky.Then Bhagavan said, “The bird’s natural home is the
limitless sky, but it got caught in the confined space within the

42 —————— SRI RAMANA JYOTHI, NOVEMBER, 2017




chimney. It forgot the way in, and tried to find a way out. By
trying to climb higher within the chimney, it became more and
more confused and scared. Once it gave up its struggle and
allowed itself to slip down, it found its way out of the confined
space and flew out into the open sky.

Thejivaisalso like the bird. When he starts identifying himself
with the body, he forgets that he is actually limitless and free.
The bird’s efforts were directed towards rising higher and
higher in its search for a way out. So also the jiva’s misdirected
attempts to get out of the confines of worldly life only lead to
further bondage in the ties of karma. Just as the bird tried to use
its capacity for flight as a tool for escape, the jiva usually tries
touse his natural tendency for activity (karma) to find liberation
from karma. When the bird gave up all attempts to fly, it slipped
down and found its way out. In the same way, when the jiva
withdraws from all worldly activity and stays still, he finds his
way to liberation from all bonds.”

(Source: Ramana Tiruvilayadal Thirattu)
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