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Hanuman, the Embodiment of Devotion and
Humility
Dr. K. Subrahmanian (Talk 28)

In the Mahabharata there is an interesting story. When the
Pandavas were spending their time in the forest, Draupadi once
saw an unusual flower coming from somewhere, carried by the
wind. She asked Bheema to get her more such flowers. Bheema
went in search of the flower. He found an old monkey, very big
insize, on his way. Not wanting to jump over, Bheema asked the
monkey to move alittle. The monkey said, “I’mold, I’mtired and
alsosleepy. Why don’tyoumove my tail to another direction and
walk across?” When Bheema tried to lift the tail, he was
astonished to find that he was unable to move it even a little bit.
However much he tried, he could not move the monkey’s tail.
Surprised at this, he thought that this cannot be an ordinary
monkey. So, he asked the monkey, “I am not at all able to lift
even your tail. There is only one other person who can be as
powerful, as strong as [ am, and that is my brother Hanuman.
Who are you?” asked Bheema. The monkey said, “Who is this
Hanuman you are talking about? Tell me something about him.”
It was Hanuman himself who asked Bheema to tell something
about Hanuman. We may wonder why. The point was, when
anybody talks about Hanuman, he will definitely have to talk
about Sri Rama; Hanuman was more interested in listening to
the story of Sri Rama from Bheema himself. When Bheema
narrated the story of Rama, Hanuman was so thrilled, he shed
tears of joy. It is said,

T3 g3 AR DBidd T3 T FaAwIdSite |

IqEIR IRYUl | Aot T eI

Yatra yatra raghunatha kirtanam Tatra tatra
kritamastakanjalim;
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bashpavari paripurna Lochanam marutim namata
rakshakantakam

“Whenever anybody mentions the name of Rama or sings
His praise, there you will find Hanuman sitting with his hands
folded. Not only that, his eyes will be full of tears because he is
so happy to hear the name of Rama. Let us bow down to this
Hanuman.” He wasn’t interested in listening to his own story.
Whenever there was an opportunity to listen to the story of Sri
Rama, he created that opportunity and he was so happy,
shedding tears. When Bheema saw the monkey shedding tears,
he knew that it was his brother. The great thing about Hanuman
is this: in the whole of the Ramayana, there is not a single
incident which tells you that Hanuman did something for himself.

We spend our whole lives doing something for ourselves or
our family and there is not much time to give to other people.
Here was a person who did not do anything for himself. His was
a life devoted solely to the service of Sri Rama. Just because
Hanuman dedicated his entire life in the service of Rama, we
should not conclude that Hanuman had a trouble-free life. He
had enormous problems; he had to cross the ocean, he had to
face many obstacles, Ravana set fire to his tail, there was a fight
between him and the rakshasas, they did all kind of things to him.
Butnot even once did he complain that he was treated shabbily.
He cheerfully faced all the problems and successfully solved
them, without expecting anything in return from Sri Rama. All
that he wanted was that he should be devoted to him.

When we have faith in God or our Guru, somehow we have
a feeling that we won’t have any problems. That shall never be.
But what God or Guru can give us is this: a tremendous strength
to face these problems. And whether we succeed or not, we
won’t worry. We will have the conviction that we are mere
instruments (nimitthamatra) in His hands. When even Hanuman
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had problems, should we complain that we have problems? If
we have deep faith in the Lord, he will give us extraordinary
strength to face the problems. Sometimes we succeed, sometimes
we don’t, but whether we succeed or not, we will remain
unaffected because we will feel we did our best. If we succeed,
we will feel itis not because of our ability, or our intelligence, but
because of His Grace. On the other hand, if we fail, we will not
stop making efforts, because He will give us peace of mind, and
with this peace we will tackle the problem.

Hanuman had extraordinary strength but he never thought
that the strength was his, he felt he owed everything to Sri
Rama. Therefore, he never claimed any credit for himself. And
whatever he had to do, he did extraordinarily well. He had a
shanti that very few people had. The only thing that he asked
from Lord Rama was to remain as His greatest servant. That
is why we talk about Ramadasa Hanuman. Hanuman was
extraordinarily powerful but he considered himselfas a servant
to the Lord. He was free but he bound himself to the feet of the
Lord. For Hanuman, Sri Rama’s name is the greatest ever. This
famous sloka in Vishnu Sahasranama comes to our mind :

£} M I A W A =R

AEAAM dged XM M aREA

Sri rama rama ramethi rame rame manorame,

Sahasranama tattulyam rama naama varaanane.

It is said that if you merely think of Hanuman, all the
following things you will naturally get :

gfgded aet O fMfaed sRYEM |
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Buddhirbalam yasho dhairyam nirbhayatw amarogatah

ajaadyam, vaakpatutwam cha hanumatsmaranaat bhavet

Intelligence, strength, fame, courage, fearlessness, health,
alertness and oratorical skills will all be obtained by one who
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thinks of Hanuman. About Hanuman’s oratory Sri Rama says,
on observing the way Hanuman introduced himselfand Sugriva,
“Lakshmana, did you see how he speaks! His grammar is so
perfect! His voice is neither high pitched nor too low. Just the
kind of voice that is very pleasing to anybody. I haven’t seen
anyone who can speak so beautifully.” This is Vakpatutvam.

When he spoke before Ravana in his darbar, again it was
beautiful. He told Ravana, “You don’t know anything about Sri
Rama. You think that he is an ordinary human being; he is Lord
Vishnu himself. But he is sharanagatarakshaka (protector of
those who surrender to Him). Even now it is not too late. You
must return Sita to him and surrender. He won’t harm you.”
Then he says, “Who do you think is Sita? You think that she is
an ordinary woman. She is Goddess Mahalakshmi.; she is a
serpent with five heads. You will be destroyed.”

Ravana was upset and amazed that an ordinary monkey
could single handedly destroy AshokaVanam and the Rakshasas
who were sent to tame him. Ravana asked him, “Who are the
people in the army of Rama”? Hanuman gave an extraordinary
reply just in one sentence : “In the army of Sri Rama, there are
people equal to me in strength, there are people who are superior
to me in strength, there is no one in the army of Sri Rama who
is inferior to me in strength !” Hearing the destroyer of
AshokaVanam saying that there was no one in Rama’s army
inferior to him must have rattled Ravana! That is why when we
talk about Vakpatutva, the extraordinary capacity to speak well,
Hanuman is an example. That is why Valmiki says, all great
qualities will come to one who thinks of Hanuman, because he
was Rama dasa who never asked anything for himself. When
we picturise him in our minds listening to the story of Rama with
ecstasy, with tears in the eyes, by His Grace, we will also be
granted that pure devotion.
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Saint Thayumanavar Swami
K.Lalitha

Saint Thayumanavar was a great Tamil poet-saint. His
devotional poetry was frequently quoted by Bhagavan
Ramana to illustrate Vedantic truths. Bhagavan would
sometimes be so moved by the sublime poetry of
Thayumanavar that he would shed tears and would be
unable to proceed. A biographical sketch of this saint,
brought out in Tamil by Sri Ramakrishna Tapovanam,
Tirupparaithurai is presented here. A detailed coverage of
the poems of Thayumanavar cited by Bhagavan is available
in the Mountain Path of 2004 (Deepam Issue).

Roughly three hundred years ago, in the coastal town of
Vedaranyam in Tamilnadu, lived a pious farmer called
Kediliyappa Pillai. True to his name, which means ‘blemishless’
in Tamil, he led a pure life. He was a scholar and a very wise
man. Impressed by his administrative skills, the people of the
town requested him to take up the management of the
Vedapureeswara Temple, atemple for Lord Shiva. He accepted
thisrole and the temple flourished under his capable management.

Theking of Trichirappalli, Vijayaranga Chokkanatha Naicker
once came to Vedaranyam with the intention of bathing in the
seaand visiting the Vedapureeswara temple. Kediliyappa Pillai,
who was in-charge of receiving the king, impressed the king
with his scholarship and devotion, as well as his management
skills. The king wanted to take Pillai to Trichirappalli and entrust
an important administrative job to him. Pillai was in no position
to reject the king’s offer. Pillai’s wife was a virtuous lady by
name Gajavalli Amma. This couple had a son named
Sivachidambaram. Kediliyappa Pillai’s elder brother, Vedaranya
Pillai, however, had no children. The young boy was very much
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attached to his uncle and aunt, who also lavished all their
affection on him. Pillai did not have the heart to separate the boy
from his doting uncle and aunt. So he arranged for his brother
and his wife to adopt this boy and bring him up as their own son.
Kedliyappa Pillai took up his administrative duties in Tiruchirapalli
and the couple settled down in their new home. Being ardent
devotees of Lord Shiva, they would go to the local Shiva temple
(now called the Rockfort temple) every day.

The deity inthe Rockforttemple in Trichirappalliis Thayumana
Swami. ‘Thai’ in Tamil means mother. Thayumana Swami
means ‘The Lord who was also a mother’. The story behind this
name is a very interesting one: There was a young girl in
Trichirappalli who was a staunch devotee of Lord Shiva. She
was married to a businessman. When this girl became pregnant,
she prayed to Lord Shiva that her mother should come and help
her at the time of her delivery. Her mother was also keen to
come and help her daughter during the confinement period. She
set out from home, with a basketful of sweetmeats that she had
lovingly prepared for her daughter. But when she reached the
banks of the Cauvery, she found that the river was in floods and
the turbulent waters were impossible to cross. She had no option
but to wait for the flood to abate. Meanwhile, the daughter was
about to go into labor. Lord Shiva, knowing how much the girl
longed for her mother, went to the girl’s house in the guise of her
mother, and took care of her during the delivery. Only when the
flood water receded and the real mother reached her daughter’s
house did they realize that the Lord Himself had taken the role
of mother to His devotee. From that time onwards, He came to
be known as Thayumana Swami.

Kediliyappa Pillai and his wife used to go to the temple twice
aday and fervently pray for a child. In due course, their prayers
were answered and a baby boy was born. They named the child
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Thayumanavar, after the Lord who had graced them with a son.
When the boy was five years old, he started going to school. He
was a brilliant student and excelled at all the subjects. He
became very well versed in Tamil, Sanskrit, Mathematics and
Astrology. He mastered the great Shaivite works like Thevaram,
Tiruvachagam, Tiruppugazh etc. In addition to his scholarship,
devotion for Lord Shiva was also deeply rooted in the boy’s
heart. He used to go to the Rockfort temple to have darshan of
Lord Thayumanavar, and also to the temple of Goddess
Akhilandeswari in Tiruvanaikka, a temple town situated on the
other side of Cauvery. One day, as Thayumanavar was coming
down after darshan at the Rockfort temple, he saw a sadhu
coming up the steps. Something about this sadhu arrested the
young boy in his tracks. He spontaneously fell down at the
sadhu’s feet and mentally surrendered himself to the sadhu.
This sadhu was spiritually very advanced, and he was certainly
well qualified to be Thayumanavar’s guru. As this sage spoke
only rarely, and that too only when it was absolutely essential,
he was regarded as a ‘mouna guru’. This sage belonged to the
spiritual line of Tirumoolar, the renowned poet saint of olden
times. Thayumanavar, in later years, referred to this fact in
several of his poems.

Thayumanavar and the mouna guru became inseparable.
Thayumanavar made quick progress along the path of spiritual
learning; he served his guru with utmost devotion and had all his
doubts cleared by his guru. But this ideal situation was soon to
be disturbed. The guru had to go away for some time. Seeing the
sishya’s distress at this separation, the guru assured him that
during the period of separation from his guru, Thayumanavar
would discharge all his karmic obligations and that, upon the
guru’s return, their relationship would be even stronger than
before. As his parting advice to his sishya, the mouna guru said,
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“Be still” and then left the place. Thayumanavar treasured this
instruction and makes references to it in several of his
compositions.

As he was at the right age for marriage, Thayumanavar’s
parents arranged for his marriage with a suitable young girl.
Though Thayumanavar had no interest in family life, he submitted
to his parents’ desire and agreed to the marriage. His bride was
avery virtuous girl and she ably assisted her husband in all family
affairs. A few years after their marriage, the couple were
blessed with a son. Soon after the boy’s birth, however,
Thayumanavar’s wife passed away. The child was too young to
survive without a mother. Therefore, Thayumanavar’s elder
brother and his wife took over the responsibility of bringing up
the young, motherless child. Thus, Thayumanavar’s family
commitments were brought to a close.

Meanwhile, Thayumanavar’s father Kediliyappa Pillai passed
away and the king, well aware of Thayumanavar’s scholarship,
called Thayumanavar and requested him to take up the
administrative job that his father had been doing earlier. Though
reluctant to take up this responsibility, Thayumanavar was
unable to refuse the king’s offer. So he took up the job and soon,
he proved himself'to be even better at the job than his father! In
a few years, the king passed away and, as the king had been
childless, theresponsibility of ruling the kingdom had to be taken
up by the queen. With the help of Thayumanavar and other able
ministers, Queen MeenakshiAmmai ruled the kingdom in an
exemplary fashion.

The queen had utmost trust in Thayumanavar and she gave
him complete authority over the kingdom. However,
Thayumanavar was more interested in the spiritual realms than
in the worldly power that was invested in him. Though he
discharged his duties in an admirable fashion, he was totally
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detached. It was as though the administrative functions were
the top layer of the ocean with its constantly moving waves,
whereas deep within, his mind was steadfastly fixed in spiritual
pursuits, like the calm depths of the ocean. This became
apparent through a remarkable incident.

In those days, all official documents were recorded in palm
leaves. These scrolls were treated as precious items. One day,
while he was examining some of these important documents,
Thayumanavar suddenly squeezed and rubbed a document with
so much force that the palm leaf crumbled to pieces. As the
other officials looked at him in shock and bewilderment,
Thayumanavar collected himself and exclaimed, “Oh, [ am so
sorry | destroyed this document. The sari of Goddess
Akhilandeswari in Tiruvanaikka was on fire, and [ was trying to
squeeze the flame out.” In a few minutes, the news came from
Tiruvanaikka that burning camphor had fallen on the sari of the
Goddess, and the flame was put out with great difficulty.

Thisincident filled everyone with awe and wonderment. The
queen approached him with great reverence and requested him
to make known his wishes. Thayumanavar said, “My greatest
desire is to be released from my duties in order that I can devote
myselfto spiritual pursuits.” The Queen, though reluctant to lose
his able guidance, felt that she had no option but to let him go.
Relieved of his administrative duties, Thayumanavar set out on
his spiritual journey.He was now free of all bonds. He met the
mouna guru once again and got initiated into sannyasa by his
guru. The guru was like Dakshinamurthy in his ability to teach
through silence. When the guru was satisfied that his disciple
had attained the highest knowledge, he decided that physical
proximity was no longer necessary. He went on his way.
Thayumanavar Swami became a wandering monk begging for
alms on the same land that he had once ruled over. Others found
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this remarkable, but Thayumanavar Swami was oblivious to
everything but the Truth.

One cold winter day, as Thayumanavar Swami was walking
on the streets clad in just a loincloth, someone draped a shawl
around his shoulders. A few days later, people were astonished
to see that a servant maid was wearing the shawl. When
questioned, she said that swamiji had seen her shivering in the
cold, and given her the shawl. When Thayumanavar Swami
himself was asked about it, he said, “I saw Goddess
Akhilandeswari shivering in the cold and I gave Her the shawl,
which She graciously accepted.” The Swami visited many holy
places like Chidambaram, Tiruvannamalai, Tiruvarur, Kanchi
etc. His final destination was Rameswaram. There was a
severe drought affecting the region then. Thayumanavar Swami
made a public appeal to Lord Ramanatha in the temple and
legend has it that there was an immediate downpour that ended
the drought. He started gathering many disciples around him
who recorded his songs and spread them by singing them in
public. In January 1742, Thayumanavar Swami withdrew into
his hut, pinning anote outside, which was his last message: “Find
outthe thought-centre and fix your mind there. Y ou will find God
in your own core. You need not go anywhere to find Him.
Entrust yourself to His Grace. Be as you are. This is the
supreme knowledge!”

When the disciples entered his hut later on, Thayumanavar
Swami had left the body. He was given aroyal burial by the local
king.

* * *
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Ahamukham - Turning Selfward
V Krithivasan

Bhagavan Ramana uses the word Ahamukham to indicate
the firststep involved in AtmaVichara. The mind which habitually
wanders into and engages itself in external objects and various
thought forms is constantly in the state of bahir-mukham, that
is, turned towards ‘not- I’. Mind shies away from looking at the
subject-I; this is its nature. AtmaVichara aims at breaking this
habitand turning the mind in the opposite direction, towards the
‘I-sense’ or Ahamukham. Muruganar says in Padamaalai,
“Stop seeking the path that leads you to the forest,
abandoning your home. A better course of action is to
reverse the direction, inwards.” (V2387)

Withdrawing attention from the external sense objects and
thought forms is what is termed as Vairagyam, detachment. But
mind’s habit of generating unending stream of thoughts and
attending to them is not so easily broken. It finds it difficult to
keep the attention on the I-sense continuously and once again
becomes bahir-mukham, wandering back into the ‘forest’ of
worldly objects. Even after intellectually getting convinced
about AtmaVichara, the repeated failure to maintain attention
on the source of the mind or I-sense is the main reason why
many sadhakas settle for a more conventional method like japa
or dhyana. The outgoing tendency of the mind is very strong and
becomes the greatest obstacle in pursuing AtmaVichara.

In another verse in Padamaalai, Muruganar says, “Only
attention directed towards the Self, a seeking without
seeking, will unite you with that primal entity whose nature
never changes. (V275) The phrase ‘seeking without seeking’
is significant. It refers to the importance of ceasing to objectify,
or have perception of an ‘I’, while engaged in AtmaVichara. It
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should be more a process of simple being rather than engaging
in any mental activity.

Bhagavan Ramana’s verse on JnanaMargam in Arunachala
Pancharatnam gives an important clue:

“He who turns inward (becomes Ahamukham) with a pure
and blemishless mind to search where the sense of ‘I’ arises,
realizes the Self, and rests in Thee, Oh Arunachala, like a river
joining the ocean.”(Verse 3). Bhagavan says that purity of the
mind is important for a seeker engaged in AtmaVichara.
Though intellectually endowed, a seeker will find it difficult to
maintain Ahamukham, if his mind is not pure. So then, what
makes the mind pure and ready for Sadhana? Inthe conventional
texts of Advaita, the requirements for Atma-Vichara is laid out
and called as Sadhana-Chatushtaya, the four-fold means as
preparation for Sadhana or practice. These are: a) Viveka; b)
Vairagya; c) aset of six qualities consisting of firmness of mind,
tranquility, sense control, forbearance, Shraddha, subsidence of
the mind; and finally d) an intense desire for Liberation.

The big list of qualifications needed to prepare ourselves for
AtmaVichara is sure to make it a non-starter for most seekers!
Besides, how do we reconcile this with Bhagavan’s assertion
that AtmaVichara can be undertaken by anyone? We seem to
be going around in circles!

But help comes in the form of Bhagavan’s remark that
AtmaVichara itself is the best form of preparation for
AtmaVichara! Well, on the face ofiit, this looks more confusing.
What this means is, starting to engage in AtmaVichara by the
practice of Ahamukham will indeed be difficult initially for
ordinary seekers. Even so, however briefthe period of attending
to the I-sense maybe, it does produce lasting benefits. The
repeated act of turning the mind inwards, making it Ahamukham,
has the power to start the purification process. One need not
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undertake other practices to get the mind purified. Ahamukham
itself is a purification process. If the practice is pursued and
not given up due to the feeling that the results are not satisfying,
the mind gradually settles down and develops the necessary
strength and purity. This is the key to success in AtmaVichara.
A gradual progress is more desirable than an aggressive method
to tame the outgoing mind.

Lord Krishna says the same thing in Bhagavad Gita:

oM: oF: SURHAd geen yfa e |

IHRIRR] W peal | fbfEaefi e 1

Shanaih Shanaih uparamet budhya dhriti grihitaya

Atmasamstham manah kritva na kinchidapi chintayet.

(6-25)

“The mind must be enticed slowly and gradually to remain on
the Self, using a buddhi which has grit and determination”.

Muruganar extolls Ahamukham in yetanother verse: “Though
one may gain any amount of greatness in worldly life, there isno
peace except through Ahamukham (V2302)

According to Bhagavan, Ahamukham is fundamental to the
process of doing Self-enquiry. In fact, in Akshara-mana-maalai
Bhagavan says that this is Arunachala’sUpadesa to him:

“‘Turn within, ever seeking the Self with the inner eye, then
will (it) be found.” Thus didst Thou direct me, beloved
Arunachala!”(V 44). Here Bhagavan implies that the act of
turning within, Ahamukham, carries you forward through various
stages of progress till the Self is revealed. Thus the first step is
also the last step in this exciting journey.

* * *
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Framji Dorabji, an Exceptional Parsee Devotee

Framji Dorabji, who belonged to the Parsee religion, was a
great devotee of Bhagavan Ramana. He was a businessman in
Mumbai. He came to meet Bhagavan Ramana in 1937, prompted
by a horrifying event in his life. By nature Framji was attracted
to sadhus and Sannyasis and was fond of seeking them out and
serving them. He once had the occasion to meet a person
claiming to be a sadhu but who was actually a fake guru. This
person was a mind reader and was an adept in witch-craft. He
gathered a large number of followers using these vile talents.
Framji somehow fell for this fake guru. This person started
demanding money from Framji and succeeded in getting it. The
demands from him reached an unmanageable level eventually.
When this happened, Framji decided to politely refuse. The fake
guru then started threatening Framji that he would have to face
the consequences of refusal. Truly enough, very soon, both his
daughter and wife fell seriously ill. Framjiran to him and begged
him to take back the evil spirits and spare his family. The fake
guru was unmoved by Framji’s pleas. After some time, in spite
of best medical treatments, the daughter passed away. His wife
was struggling for life. When Framji was shattered by these
events, his brother wanted to console him and show a new
direction by presenting him with Paul Brunton’s “A search in
SecretIndia”. The brother pointed out that the Sage of Arunachala
would have the power to remove his current miseries.

Framji decided to meet Bhagavan and reached Tiruvanna-
malai. As he wanted to have a private meeting with Bhagavan,
he waited for the time when Bhagavan went for his routine
walk. He poured out his heart then and appealed to Bhagavan
to show his grace. “Bhagavan, I don’t even know if my wife is
alive at this moment; this is my plight. Only you can save me”,
he told Bhagavan. Bhagavan listened to him patiently and
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assured him, “Have no fear! Protection is always there. Return
home peacefully.” On hearing this, Framji felt as though a great
burden was lifted off his mind. He felt an extraordinary peace
flowing through him. The thought, “Here is my Master” arose
in his mind spontaneously; from that day he started referring to
Bhagavan as ‘Master’.

When Framji returned to Mumbai, he was thrilled to see his
wife completely cured. The evil darkness that had enveloped
him and his family had fled; Bhagavan’s divine assurance had
driven outall the negative forces. From then on, he and his family
surrendered totally to Bhagavan. It was as though the miseries
he was destined to face were solely for the purpose of gaining
Bhagavan’s association and boundless grace.

In 1942, Framji shifted his residence to Chennai, to be closer
to Bhagavan. He also became the owner of Wellington Talkies
in Chennai. He made it a point to visit the Ashram at least once
amonth and on all festive occasions. He had no questions to ask
or doubts to be clarified byBhagavan; he merely sat quietly in his
presence. He found that on those exceptional occasions when
doubts rose in his mind, someone else would express the very
same doubt. Framji’s doubts would be answered this way by
Bhagavan, without even being vocalized! Once a friend of his
was trying to sell a property in Chennai to Framji at a very
attractive price. The property belonged to a lady who was
desperate for money at that time and was prepared for a distress
sale. Framji was very tempted to buy the property but wanted
Bhagavan’s approval. He could not bring himselfto ask Bhagavan
directly aboutit. Bhagavan, who was answering some questions
ofanother devotee, turned towards Framji and said, “All that one
has acquired due to past Karmas are in themselves a great
burden. Why should one increase this burden by embarking on
new ventures?” As soon as Framji heard this, he realised that
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these words were uttered for his sake too, and dropped the idea
of buying the property. Later he came to know how wise that
move was, as the person who eventually purchased it was
entangled in a lot of court cases regarding its ownership! Weall
know that a number of Bhagavan’s devotees were saved from
Karmic entanglements in a similar fashion by Bhagavan, either
by direct intervention or through advice apparently imparted to
others.

Whenever Framji visited Bhagavan, he would wear a black
cap. When some people in the Ashram told him that it was not
appropriate to wear a cap when in Bhagavan’s presence, he at
once stopped wearing it. Bhagavan noticed the change and
remarked upon it. When he was told that Framji was advised by
them to remove it when in Bhagavan’s presence, Bhagavan
exclaimed, “Don’tyouknow that according to the Parsee custom,
one is required to wear a headgear while visiting an elderly
person or a Sadhu ? He was only following what was required
of him!” Framji was amazed to hear this explanation from
Bhagavan. He wondered how Bhagavan could possibly have
known about Parsee customs and practices.

Once, Framji brought his son to the Ashram. At breakfast
time, iddlis were served. Not being familiar with the dish, the
young boy refused to eat them. The next day, Framji had to
compel his son to come for breakfast. But this time, a pleasant
surprise awaited the boy. Observing his reluctance to eat iddlis
the previous day, Bhagavan had asked the kitchen staffto apply
a generous coating of ghee mixed with sugar on the iddlis. As
it reminded the boy of a similar dish they were used to eating at
home, he ate them with great relish! Bhagavan was known for
such keen observation and a remarkable approach to make
things pleasant for the visitors.
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A few days before Bhagavan’s Mahanirvan, Framji was
standing in the queue that had formed for Bhagavan’s darshan.
He was chanting a prayer from Zend Avesta, their holy
scripture, with only the lips moving. When he came near
Bhagavan, Bhagavan said, “Framji, this sun is setting and not
rising!” In the Parsee religion they had different prayers for the
rising Sun and the setting Sun. Framji considered Bhagavan as
the Jnana Surya who had come to dispel his dark ignorance and
that was why he was chanting the Sun-prayer. But how did
Bhagavan know that it was meant for the Rising Sun? He was
amazed. As regards the reference to the setting Sun, Framji
realized sadly that the time for Bhagavan’s Mahanirvan was
nearing.

After Bhagavan’s Mahanirvan, the Government was
considering the idea of taking over Sri Ramanashramam as a
Hindu temple and running it under the Hindu Endowment Act.
This was challenged in the Court by the Ashram, which argued
that Sri Ramanashramam was beyond any particular religious
framework and belonged to all religions. A number of close
devotees of Bhagavan , from across the religious spectrum,
which included Prof. Hafiz Syed, Major Chadwick, S.S.Cohen
and Framji Dorabji, gave their unanimous support for this
submission of the Ashram.

When mature souls are ready, wherever they maybe, they
are pulled towards Bhagavan by his immeasurable Grace.
Framji’s life is an example.

(Source: Ramana Oli, Madurai Ramana Kendram, Dec.16)
% % *

Love flowing like a stream of oil towards the Supreme
Lord, even without his desire, takes the mind of a person
surely to his true form.

- Sri Ramana Gita ( 16-4)
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Battle Called Life
D. Samarender Reddy

God has set us here on earth
To battle it out
In quenching our thirst for life
Battling it out
With our fellow men
To grab our share
Of the scarce resources
And also battling it out
With microbes and animals
To survive willy-nilly.
O, how wearied am I
Of this incessant battle
That rages in my bosom
Maybe from time immemorial
Though some point out
How this battle can be ended
At least in the mind
With the body
Left to God’s care.

Life Subscription (15 years): Rs.500/- Annual Subscription:
Rs.50/- (Cash/M.Q./ D.D./Cheque only), favouring Sri Ramana
Kendram, Hyderabad. Add Rs.15/- for outstation cheques.
Outside India U.S.$125. (Life) U.S. $ 10 (Annual).

Donations in favour of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad are
exempt (50%) from Income Tax under Section 80G.

Printed and Published by Sri P. Keshava Reddy on behalf of Sri Ramana
Kendram and printed at Reddy Printers, 1-9-809, Adikmet, Hyderabad - 500 044

and published from Sri Ramana Kendram at 2-2-1109/A, Batakammakunta,
Hyderabad - 500 013, Editor : Sri V. Krithivasan

Address of SriRamanasramam: Tiruvannamalai, Tamilnadu-606 603.
Ph.04175-237200, Office No.: 04175-236624
email: ashram@sriramanamaharshi.org
For Accommodation: email: stay@gururamana.org
Mobile: 09244937292, website: www.sriramanamaharshi.org
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