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Sri Krishna-avatar
Dr. K.Subrahmanian (Talk No.40)

(This speech was delivered on a Janmashtami day)

Krishna is considered as a Purna-avatar, the perfect
descent of Divinity. When youread the Bhagavata, you find that
everything about Sri Krishna is so sweet - Krishna as a baby, as
aboy, asayoung man, Krishna as a lover, Krishna as a husband,
as a friend, as a soldier, as a king, as a philosopher, Krishna as
a lover of nature, of animals and birds and everything in this
universe, Krishna as a flutist and what is more, Krishna as a
Sthitapragnya, as a supreme jnani. Every aspect of Krishna is
so beautiful. Sukaasks, is there anything atall about Krishna that
is not beautiful?

AR AR ge Ay T AYRH e AYRA |

Fad AR T AYR ARG R wgRe 11

Adharam madhuram..vadanam Madhuram,

nayanam madhuram hasitam madhuram,

hridayam madhuram gamanam madhuram

madhuraadhipateAkhilam madhuram.

Madhuradhipate, you are the Lord of all sweetness! No
avatar has been described in so many aspects as so beautiful.

Hisattitude to Kuchela, Bhishma, Arjuna, Draupadi, Rukmani,
Uddhava, towards everyone around him, was very profound; it
was filled with extraordinary compassion.

SERIIEATa= | A SFE: TPURE |

d 1 Fenfger g =y 1

Ananyaaschintayanto maam ye janaah paryupaasate,

teshaam nithyaabhiyuktaanam yogahkshemam vahaamyaham.

He has said, “Those who think of me and me alone, those
who depend on me totally - I look after all their day to day
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needs”. Real sadhus and saints think about the Lord and talk
about Him all the time. Because they don’t think of anything
else, we feel it is our responsibility to sustain them in whatever
small measures we can. The Lord makes us feel, here is a
person who has totally surrendered to Him, he will not ask for
anything, and it is our duty to do what we can.

Buddha says, health is the greatest gain; contentment is the
greatest happiness; faith is one’s greatest friend and renunciation
is the greatest goal. If you are healthy you must consider
yourself extremely lucky and if you are contented, you will be
supremely happy. You are happier than aking because he is not
happy with what he has but wants more. If you have faith, you
are able to see things with a telescopic vision, much more than
what you can see with your reason. So, faith is the greatest
friend, and lastly, Nirvana (to be free from attachment) is the
greatest goal, says Buddha. Nirvana means that you are not
seeking anything; if things come to you, you accept them, if
things leave you, you are not sorry. Krishna has also said
something similar in Bhagavad Gita.

T, e W g9, fIa e |
Dukheshu anudvigna manah, sukheshu vigatah spruhah
(Gita, Ch:2)
A jnani, a sthitapragnya, is one who is not affected by
whatever happens. He is free from desires of any kind, fear and
anger. As far as we are concerned, when there are obstacles
on the way, we get upset ; we lose our sense of proportion, our
balance and we ruin our lives. So Krishna says, when you work
you are rewarded sometimes and sometimes you are not.
Whether you succeed or fail, the fruits are given by the Lord.
Krishna says accept both success and failure alike. This is the
central theme of Bhagavad Gita. If you do the work to the best
of'your ability, whatever the result, you will have peace of mind.
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When you offer a bunch of fruits to the Lord and then take
it back, you call it as His prasad. There is no physical
transformation in the fruits as such, but when you take them
back, you view them differently; they become special. Similarly,
if I sincerely accept success or failure — the fruits of action- as
His Prasad, my whole attitude towards success or failure will be
different. Sri Krishna doesn’t say we should be idle, but says
we should do our duty to the best of our ability. The moment you
surrender and accept the fruits ofaction you will get a peace that
you can’t get from anywhere else.

He says in the Gita, Yogah Karmasu Kaushalam 3arT: &Hg
e These are beautiful words that contain the very essence
of all the books on management ! Krishna implies, if you want
tobe an effective leader, you should be an effective subordinate.
If you want something done, you must know how to do it
yourself. You must obey rules if you want others to obey rules.
The less ego you have, the more successful you will be. The
jnani does not have any ego and so people are willing to do
anything for him without him asking for anything. I[f youread the
Gita, there are wonderful messages about practical life. Krishna
has defined Yoga beautifully when he says, Excellence in
Action is the greatest Skill. The action could be anything, from
the simplest to the most complicated; whatever you do, do it
well. Karmasu means work, Kaushalam is skill. Yogah means
excellence in action. What does it mean? I am not going to take
the fruits of action for my benefit but am going to offer them to
the Supreme Being. When [ know that [ am going to offer the
fruits of action to the Supreme Being, I will do my very best.
When somebody whom I respect very much comes to my
house, do I not take the trouble to see to it that the house is very
clean and whatever is offered to him is the very best and so on?
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When you love someone, you give your very best. The other
person may not need it, but you want to do your best.

The attitude with which we give also matters. If we are
offering something to the Lord, we should remember that we are
offering Him something that is anyway His; we are only
returning what belongs to Him. Does the Lord need anything at
all from us? We are offering something not because He needs
itbut because our mind gets purified. When we give something
to others, it must be done with humility and with shraddha
(sincerity) — without publicity. When we give, we must give
ungrudgingly, without asking questions. It is not how much we
give but with how much shraddha we give that matters. Kuchela
brought to Krishna parched grain, there was no value, but
Krishna touched it and said, this is what I like most. By this he
implied, “I don’t go by the value of what is given, but with what
heart and feeling it is given”.

So, yogah karma sukausahalam means learning to do
whatever you do perfectly, and offering it to Him. If we have
that attitude, we will have the same attitude towards other
human beings also, because each one is divine. We are not all
jnanis, but our attitude to one another should be like that. We may
dislike the act of anther, but we will not hate the person. That is
the distinction; you hate the sin but you don’t hate the sinner.

On this auspicious day we must pray to Krishna for shanti-
we cannot getitof our own accord, only he can give ittous. Real
victory is when we are calm under all circumstances and learn
to surrender the fruits of action to him.

* * *
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“PDid You Not Ask Me To Come?”

A Sage Arrives at Arunachalam
V Krithivasan

Bhagavan Ramana’s spiritual awakening and his arrival at
Arunachalam 131 years ago has no parallel in the spiritual
history of mankind. The mystery of his Sadyo Mukti-
Spontaneous Liberation- as well as his ‘decision’ to spend the
rest of his earthly life subsequently in Arunachalam have
astounded pundits and spiritual gurus alike, filling them with
greatawe. Sri Bhagavan himself did not help solve the riddle as
he would generally remark that he was swept away by a higher
force; that some mysterious Power took possession of him and
brought him to Arunachalam.

The few events in his childhood, seemingly unconnected,
thatled him to his great destiny are unique. To start with, the boy
Venkatraman “heard” the name Arunachala internally and
constantly from his early childhood. He thought that it was
something natural and that others also must be having this
experience, and so did not attach any significance to this. Next,
he had a casual meeting one day with an elderly relative and
asked him the usual, formal question, “From where are you
coming?” “Arunachalam” was the matter-of-fact reply. The
meeting with the elderly relative did not take place in a temple
or any other place of worship, and there was nothing particularly
religious about the elderly relative or for that matter Venkatraman
himself. Yet, no sooner did Venkataraman hear the name
Arunachalam than he felt a thrill pass through him. What was
even more wonderful for the boy was the fact that Arunachalam
was a place on earth, a popular town called Tiruvannamalai,
close by and accessible. Why at all the thrill and a glow was felt
transcends intellectual explanations. And that the glow was real
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was proved beyond doubt within a year of its first manifestation.
It was also by “chance” that some months later Venkataraman
happened to look into the book Periyapuranam, a prose work in
Tamil containing the stories of Saivite Saints, which some
elderly member of his house brought for his own study. This was
the firstreligious book Venkataraman read with all his attention.
Then too, he studied the book all by himself and not under
anybody’s guidance.

The spiritual fervour that had animated the life of those
Saints gripped the very being of Venkataraman, but as soon as
he finished reading the book, that ecstasy faded away. Then
took place the one and only decisive event in the life of
Venkataraman; and all subsequent events find their explanation
only on the basis of this one event. Sometime in the middle of
July, 1896, Venkataraman had a sudden experience of “death”,
preceded by an unmistakable fear that he was about to die. The
sole concern of his mind was to solve the problem then and
there. What was dying? By his own inward experience he found
that death pertains to the physical body only, and that the “I” felt
as his very being is the deathless Spirit. Several years later when
BhagavanRamana was asked about the nature of the experience
he had at Madurai, he gave two very important clues. Firstly,
thatexperiencerevealed to him his true spiritual Being. Secondly,
that direct Knowledge he obtained without the aid of anything
external to himselfhas continued from that moment right up to
now without either increasing or diminishing during all these fifty
years. To put it in other words, Bhagavan himself declares that
he did notdo any kind of Sadhana in this life. Why the subsequent
events happened in the way they did can have no explanation on
the intellectual plane.

More specifically, the question as to why Bhagavan
felt compelled to leave Madurai and come to Arunachalam-

SRI RAMANA JYOTHI, SEPTEMBER, 2017 ————————————————=— 31




a place which he had not seen nor had any knowledge about -
is a very natural question. After his spectacular “awakening”,
he could have as well remained where he was, since his
personality was anyway dissolved. When the conviction is true
and unmistakable that one’s existence is independent of the
body, the mind and the world, all relations pertaining to worldly
life must have faded away. And so, why this move? We have
to piece together Bhagavan’s references to this period later on,
to satisfy our curiosity and arrive at an answer to this question
with our inherently limited intellect. Further, we have to keep in
mind the remarkable fact that Bhagavan Ramana’s Realisation
is singularly free from traditional and scholastic influences.
After the sudden “awakening”, Venkatraman’s life as a
school going boy changed drastically. Notably, he was given to
immersing himself in his new-found awareness of the inner
Beingatrandom periods; he avoided his usual company and was
drawn to the Meenakshi temple. He would stand before the idols
of Lord Sundareswara, Goddess Meenakshi and also the images
of the 63 Saivite Saints. He would be overcome by devotional
fervour and shed profuse tears. He would “let the deep within
flow into the deep without” without any specific prayer.
Referring to this period, Bhagavan would explain later that
as aresult of the death experience he knew he was not the body;
but the suddhamanas with the aid of which he had that
knowledge, sought a fresh alambana (support) in the place of
dehatma-buddhi (1 —am-the-body notion). At that time he had
not yet heard of Brahman or samsara, he had no desire to avoid
rebirth or seek Release or Salvation. He had no idea that there
was an Impersonal Real underlying everything and that he and
Iswara were both identical with It. It is clear, therefore, that
while young Venkataraman did not associate his identity with an
Absolute Being, he did not also feel he was a jeeva struggling in
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samsara. He was to know about all these doctrinal truths many
years later, when books on Advaita were read by others in his
presence.

The final trigger for the last conscious decision made by the
boy-sage was provided by his elder brother. On seeing his
younger brother going into a meditative state in the midst of his
homework, the brother scolds him saying, “ Why all this
(meaning this family life) for one like this ( thatis, someone who
is inclined to be a yogi)?” In that one instant, when the import
of that question struck him, everything seems to have come
together and fallen in place for Venkatraman. The Divine name
Arunachala thatused to quietly reverberate in his mind from his
childhood flashed forth, establishing the unshakeable conviction
in the boy that Arunachala is the Source and the Support he has
been looking for! Arunachalais the sole Reality amidst the false
life he has been living! This Divinity has Its manifest Presence
in an earthly location, close by and accessible! The brother is
right indeed, let there be an end to this meaningless existence!

What followed, we all know; the instant departure to
Tiruvannamalai ° in search of his Father’, the providential
provision of means for the journey, the guidance that came in
various forms to make him reach his final abode which he would
not leave even for a second in the 54 glorious years that
followed.

After three days of journey he reached his Father’s abode,
and in His presence in the ancient temple of Arunachala,
Venkataraman made his final and absolute surrender. He
addressed the Lord saying, “According to Your command I
have come, and in You I take refuge. Do with me what You
please!” His journey to Tiruvannamalai and his life thereafter
is a matchless commentary on True Surrender.
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Though Bhagavan did not directly answer questions regarding
his decision to leave Madurai and reach Arunachalam, he did
pour forth all the ‘secrets’ in his outstanding hymns to Arunachala.
In his magnum opus, AksharaManaMaalai, there are various
references to the magnificent pull that Arunachala exerted on
him:

“Did You not ask me to come? Now, it is Your burden to
take care of me Arunachala!” ( 94)

“Entering my home and luring me, why did You keep me
imprisoned in Your Heart Arunachala?” (3)

“After abducting me if You do not embrace me, where is
Your chivalry Arunachala !” (9)

“In my unloving Self You created a passion for Yourself;
now forsake me not Arunachala!”(60)

“Mere thought of You has drawn me to You! Who can
gauge Your Glory, Arunachala!” (70)

“Be my stay and my support lest I droop helpless like a
tender creeper, Arunachalal!” (72)

“You benumbed my faculties with Your magic powder
and revealed Your True Self Arunachala!”(73)

“Unknown to all, stupefying me, who was it that ravished
my soul Arunachala?”(89)

“You did take aim at me with darts of love and then
devoured me alive Arunachala!”(92)

“Watching like a spider to trap me in Your web of Grace,
You entwined me, imprisoned me and then swallowed me,
Arunachala!”(103)

“I have made public Your secret workings! Be not
offended. Show me Your Grace and save me, Arunachala!”

(98)

34 ———————"SRI RAMANA JYOTHI, SEPTEMBER, 2017




The question why Bhagavan chose to leave Madurai and
take residence in Arunachalam will not be settled unless we look
at the totally contrarian view taken by Kaavyakantha ; poets are
known for their tangential thinking which are at once un-
anticipated and absolutely delightful! He says in Forty Verses in
Praise of Sri Ramana( Sri Ramana Chatvarimsat, verse 39):

When there are so many other places, the fact that
Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi accepted this place is
verily the unparalleled good fortune of Arunachala ; the
Red Mountain must have earned a lot of merit by giving
shelter to many silent sages in the past.

TETRY ARG
grarfofd fafaya: wg kT |
JEIBR WA vl =
IR, ey Al wg, e, |l

The Red Mountain has given shelter to so many silent sages
in the past to carry out their austerities. On this account, the hill
has earned a lot of merit, punya. This punya has borne fruit as
the great Maharshi himself has decided to honour Arunachala
by taking up his residence here! Indeed a fantastic view point!

* * *

To remain in association with Atma-
swarupa, Pure Consciousness, is Satsang. It
is not proper to stay away from the Self, the
Supreme Being.

(Padamaalai-919)
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Isanya Desikar

Isanya Desikar was a distinguished yogi who, like many
before and after him, felt the spiritual call of Arunachala. He
came and settled at the foot of the mountain quite late in his life,
butnevertheless, by virtue ofhis intense and personal relationship
with Arunachaleswara, he is regarded as one of the major saints
of Arunachala.

He was born in 1750 in a small village in northern Tamil
Nadu. His parents belonged to the local farming community. He
was a precocious child both spiritually and intellectually. When
he was first sent to school, he astounded his teachers by reciting
the lessons before they had even been taught. Then, while the
other boys struggled to catch up, he would sit quietly in
meditation. His childhood was spent mostly in meditation. When
talks about his marriage started, he informed his parents that he
had no inclination to get married and asked for permission to go
on pilgrimage to holy places. His parents agreed and he set off
on an extensive South India yatra. It seems he never went home
again.

A major turning point in his life occurred at Chidambaram.
After he had visited the temple there and had darshan of Lord
Nataraja, he went to visit Sri Mouna Swami, a local saint who
was reputed to be a siddhapurusha. Mouna Swami appeared
to be immersed in samadhi for most of the time. Isanya Desikar
felt an immediate attraction to him, so much so that he decided
to stay on in Chidambaram in the hope of getting both initiation
into sannyasa and upadesa from him. The Swami himself
appeared to pay little attention to Desikar. Feeling that the
Swami was ignoring him because he was not yet a mature
enough devotee, Isanya Desikar decided that he would try to
compensate for this lack by giving Mouna Swami a display ofhis
earnestness. He took off all his clothes except for his loincloth
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and went and stood before Mouna Swami during one of the
heavy winter rains. When Mouna Swami saw him standing
there, undaunted by the heavy rain and without the least trace
of a shiver on his bare body, he took the blanket that was
covering his own body and wrapped it around the shoulders of
Isanya Desikar. Then, to Isanya Desikar’s delight, he gave him
the desired initiation and upadesa and afterwards put him into
a state of deep meditation. To celebrate his acceptance, [sanya
Desikar composed a five-verse poem in praise of Mouna
Swami.

It is not recorded how long Isanya Desikar was with Mouna
Swami. [t may well have been several years because, when he
finally decided to leave Chidambaram to continue his pilgrimage,
he had the long matted hair of an ascetic yogi and the reputation
for being a siddha. After leaving Chidambaram he wandered
around for some time and when his wanderlust abated, he
decided to settle down and undergo a long period of solitary
meditation. He soon found a large uninhabited cave on a small
hill, a few miles from Tiruvannamalai, and spent a few years
trying to immerse himself in the state of nirvikalpasamadhi

But somehow people living in the nearby areas started
believing that he had many Siddhis, including the ability to
produce gold. Isanya Desikar realised that he would no longer
be able to meditate peacefully in an area where he had a
reputation for manufacturing gold. So he quietly left the place
and walked continuously until he reached Arunachala. He found
a quiet place on the banks of the Goraknath tank in the western
part of Tiruvannamalai and resumed his meditation.

When no one was near him, Isanya Desikar, who was then
about sixty years ofage, liked to sitnaked, absorbed in samadhi.
On such occasions Lord Arunachaleswara Himself sometimes
used to manifest in the form of a tiger to guard him and prevent
anyone from disturbing him. Isanya Desikar knew what was
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happening. Each time he came out of samadhi, he would fondly
run his fingers through the fur of the tiger and address him
lovingly as ‘Arunachala, my Lord’. Occasionally other tigers
from the forest would come along and help Arunachaleswara
with his guard duties. Isanya Desikar knew that the presence of
the tigers would intimidate other people, so whenever he saw
that devotees were about to visit him, he would send the tigers
away by saying, ‘My devotees may get frightened if they see
you. Please keep away.’

Isanya Desikar must have been one of the first Gurus in India
to have a western devotee. His name was Ayton and he was the
District Collector for the region that extended from
Tiruvannamalai to Vriddhachalam. He had heard about the
greatness of [sanya Desikar and approached him in the hope of
getting a cure for a chronic complaint. When I[sanya Desikar
saw him coming he issued his standard warning to the tiger who
had been keeping guard over him: ‘Lord Arunachala! A European
is coming. He may get frightened on seeing you. You had better
stay away.” The tiger promptly withdrew.

Ayton came near and prayed to Isanya Desikar to cure him
of the tuberculosis from which he had been suffering for many
years. [sanya Desikar smiled and after a brief pause spat on the
ground. The moment he spat, Ayton was cured of the disease.
Aytontook leave of him but returned on many occasions. He got
into the habit of addressing him reverentially and affectionately
as ‘Tata’, which means ‘grandfather’. It is said that before he
began any new project he would always meditate on Isanya
Desikar and invoke his blessing by saying, ‘ Tata, please lead me
in this work. It is your work.” At the annual Deepam festival
Ayton would take the lead in dragging the huge temple chariot
through the streets of Tiruvannamalai. However, before moving
the chariot, he would pick up one of the ropes and exclaim loudly:
‘Tata, you hold the rope and lead us!” The local people were all
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astounded that such a prominent British official should have
such devotion towards a naked sannyasin.

Ayton always made it a point to attend and lead this annual
festival, but one year he found himself stranded by floods on the
southern side of the River Pennar just before the beginning of
the festival. Knowing that he was expected to be at Arunachala
to start the chariot on its journey, he called out to his mount:
‘Horse, I must see Tata and I must also get the Deepam festival
started. Think of 7Tata and cross the river!” Without amoment’s
delay or hesitation, the horse leaped into the raging torrent of
water and effortlessly waded to the other side. None of the other
people who were stranded dared to follow for they were all
convinced that it would be suicidal to enter the surging waters.

At the moment when Ayton put his faith in 7ata and leaped
into the water, Isanya Desikar opened his eyes after a long
meditation and stretched out his hand in a southerly direction.
When one of his disciples asked what he was doing, he replied,
‘If someone falls into a river, should we not save him?’

Ayton arrived safely and took Isanya Desikar’s blessings to
start the festival. When the news of Ayton’s spectacular river
crossing and Isanya Desikar’s role in it spread among the
Deepam crowds, many of them came to see the saint who had
been responsible for the miracle. The guardian tigers had to
withdraw for several days until the crowds subsided.

In 1829, when Isanya Desikar was seventy-nine years old,
he told his devotees -most probably on an arudradarsanam
day-somewhat cryptically, ‘Lord Nataraja is going to the
thousand-pillared mantapam. We too should go there.” Saying
this, he promptly abandoned his body. His devotees chose a
samadhi site under a bilva tree nearby because they recollected
that Isanya Desikar had occasionally stood there and gazed
lovingly at the mountain. (Extracts from an article by David
Godman in Mountain Path, 1990)
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Whose Plan Is Better?

Annamalai Swami was assigned the task of constructing the
goshala (cowshed). At that time, Lakshmi was the only cow in
the ashram. Considering this, Chinnaswami wanted to have a
modest building of 10’ by 10°. But this was not what Bhagavan
had in mind. However, he did not say anything at all.

The bhoomipooja was conducted and after all the others had
left the place, Bhagavan said to Annamalai Swami, “In a few
years from now, there will be a number of cows in the ashram.
So, a large building will be required. Y ou must see to it that the
cowshed is big enough to accommodate several cows.” Then,
Bhagavan marked an area with his walking stick and said, “The
cowshed should be 48’ by 48°. That should be sufficient.” After
saying this, Bhagavan added, “If Chinnaswami asks you about
the change of plans, do not tell him I asked you to do it. Just act
as if it is your own idea.”

Annamalai Swami began the work immediately. He started
digging the ground to lay the foundation. The work proceeded
quickly, without any interruptions, until about one o’clock in the
afternoon. Chinnaswami got a shock when he saw the huge
area that had been dug up. He angrily questioned Annamalai
Swami, “Why did you change the plan? Who gave you the
authority to change the plan?”

Annamalai Swami calmly replied, “I felt thata larger building
would be required. So I changed the plan.” Chinnaswami was
beside himself with rage. He shouted, “Why did you change the
plan without consulting me? [ amresponsible for all the activities
in the ashram. I have an idea about what is required and how
things should be done. If each one of you were to do as you
please, how can there be any order in this place? You seem to
have decided to disobey me. Do what you want. I will have
zloothing to do with this.”
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Totally unperturbed by Chinnaswami’s anger, Annamalai
Swami ordered the labourers to continue with the job at hand.
Nobody had ever defied Channaswami so boldly. Feeling totally
frustrated, Chinnaswami walked out of the ashram and sat on
a rock outside the gates. When someone noticed his absence
and came looking for him, Chinnaswami said, “My authority is
being challenged. [ cannot stay here any longer. If you want me
to come back, you send Annamalai Swami out. As long as he is
in the ashram, [ will not come in. Let him manage all the ashram
business.”

T.K.Sundaresalyer, Ramakrishnaswami and Munagala
Venkatramaia came out and talked to Chinnaswami. Chinna-
swami told them, “Annamalai Swami should leave the ashram.
As soon as he goes out, [ will come back inside.” After a lot of
persuasion, he agreed to come inside, but insisted that the matter
should be resolved at the earliest. Accordingly, a group of
devotees led by Chinnaswami went to Bhagavan that evening
and presented their case. They gave Bhagavan a detailed
account of the matter and explained that constructing such a
large building for a single cow would be a waste of the ashram’s
money.

Bhagavan listened to everything, but remained silent. The
devotees discussed the matter and most of them agreed that a
smaller cowshed made more sense. Chinnaswami suggested
that they should put the matter to vote. So a vote was taken and
the result showed that everyone was in favour of a smaller
structure. Bhagavan asked Annamalai Swami, “What is your
opinion?” Annamalai Swami said, “I think the cowshed should
be built as per my plan. The foundation has already been dug,
and I feel that construction should proceed.”

Bhagavan seemed neutral. He did not express his opinion at
all. He just said, “There is a strong difference of opinion here.
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Let us see which party wins.” Then he left the hall and went up
the hill for his regular walk. Annamalai Swami went back to the
site and continued with the work. Chinnaswami sensed that
Annamalai Swami had Bhagavan’s backing. So he decided not
to interfere. The cowshed took shape, and it turned out to be the
biggest building in the ashram at that time.

One day, when he came to check up on the progress,
Bhagavan said to Annamalai Swami, “By building a spacious
shed for Lakshmi, we will certainly acquire a lot of merit. We
will be able to build a large dining hall, library and Mother’s
temple. Everything will happen in due course of time. One day,
this will become a busy town.”

Bhagavan’s words have proved to be true. The Ramana-
sramam today has several large buildings and is a very busy
place.

(Source: Ramana Tiruvilayadal Thirattu)

* * *

O God Without, Guru of Grace
Who guide us well to God within,
Blessed the eye, the mind, the heart
Surrendered to Your sovereign sway.
Rock of Faith, O Dawn of Hope,
Child of Charity, Holy Sage,
O Silent Presence on the Mount,
O Tiger bright with burning eyes!
You have sought us, and You have caught us;
Forsake us not, consume as quite
Sri Ramana of Aruna.
-Prof K. Swaminathan
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To Beloved Bhagavan, The Lord of Love

Oh Lord of Love, Who dwells within my heart!
May I sing Thy Praise through all Eternity,
Thou, the Adorable One, the All-compassionate,
Whose Loving smile illumines all the world.
Who art tender as a mother and strong as a father,
Thou, whose sublime life is an inspiring sermon
Fill me with Thy Presence, Beloved Master,
with the Nectar of Thy Grace;
May Thy great Love and Light fill my heart to the full.
Resting secure in Thy Presence
And knowing whence cometh Peace,
Guidance and Strength,
May I always listen; for, in the Silence I hear Thy Voice, —
The Voice of God.
Eleanor Pauline Noye (California)
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