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A Sloka For Invoking The Presence
S.Sankaranaryanan

The easiest way to progress on the path blazed out by the
Maharshi’s teachings is to open oneself to his influence,
learn to invoke his presence and surrender oneself completely
to that ineffable sannidhya. Opening itself is difficult. There
should be sincere aspiration, first in the centre of one’s being;
and it should slowly but surely spread to the other parts of
the being. Doubt and disbelief vitiate the opening. A constant
awareness and sincerity are required for the purpose.

Then we have to invoke his Presence. How to do this ? If
a person had already seen Bhagavan, had been the recipient
of his grace, the thing is easy. A mere remembrance of the
fact creates the favourable vibrations and one is able to
relive the past experience and feel the presence of the
Maharshi. But for those who had not the good fortune to
have seen him in the body, his photographs, numerous and
striking as they are, may not convey the significance of the
living reality.

The Tantra Shastra has devised a method of invocation,
more powerful than an ordinary human memory or the most
moving pictorial record. The gods and goddesses are posited
in the Supernal Ether, paramam vyoma, and they take
names and forms to operate in this world constituted of
name and form. Each deity has its own particular name,
form and characteristics and it responds just like a person
when called by name. Each deity has its own nada, lines of
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vibration in the high supernals. The Rishi, the seer when he
meditates on the Deity comes into contact with the particular
lines of vibration that constitute the deity and is able to
formulate in human language, the name, the form and the
characteristics of the Deity. Such a formulation is what is
usually known as Dhyana Sloka, an articulated piece in the
form of verse for meditation on the Deity. The Dhyana Sloka
is the voice of the seer, who has seen the vision and has
recorded in words that line the living experience. Such a
Sloka can only issue from divine inspiration and direct
realisation. Thus for each deity there is one particular Dhyana
Sloka, recognized and used by all those who contemplate
on the chosen deity, because they are convinced that the
import of the Sloka was directly realised by the great seer of
the Tantra and articulated by him for the benefit of mankind.
Such a Dhyana Sloka when uttered under proper conditions,
becomes a vibrant vehicle through which the name, form
and characteristics of the subject crystallize again and the
Presence of the Deity is sensed immediately.

For invoking the presence of the Maharshi we have
fortunately a Dhyana Sloka bequeathed to us by the great
Vasishta Ganapathi Muni. This occurs in Sri Ramana Gita,
amongst the verses which describe the characteristics of the
Maharshi. (Ch18- 13).

Later, this verse with slight amendment was quoted as
“Sri Ramana Dhyanam” by Sri Kapali Sastriar in his Sanskrit
commentary Darpanam on the Maharshi’s Arunachala
Pancharatna. Out of the innumerable verses by so many
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poets all extolling the qualities of the Maharshi; why did the
commentator choose this particular verse alone as a Dhyana
Sloka ? First, the author of this verse is Sri Vasishta Ganapathi
Muni who was a great sage and seer in his own right. And
he had accepted the Maharshi as his Master, after having
had a direct vision born out of actual realisation of the Divine
Personality enshrined in the young ascetic and had claimed
him as an Avatara of Guha. Secondly, the Maharshi himself
quoted with approval the view of someone that this sloka
deserved to be the dhyana sloka of the whole Ramana Gita.
To quote Sri Kapali Sastriar from his Dedication of Ramana
Gita Prakasha, “When I came to the verse nilaravinda the
Mabharshi made a remark. Speaking for five to ten minutes,
he stated, naming a gentleman, ‘ He said that the verse is
quite fit to be the Dhyana Sloka of the whole Gita °. It is
very significant that Sri Maharshi, who had been silent so
far, quoted here approvingly the opinion of another that this
should be considered a verse appropriate to describe the
Maharshi himself. There are two elements in the verse which
[ may note in passing : one is the blooming of the eyes. The
other is the Silence by which Shiva as Dakshinamurti teaches
his disciples.”

Here is the famous verse :

HeRfI< Yea1 9ot TR

T e 9= dIS qrEE |

Frer Rerdl g IR aeveard

R~ 3Tl | STTHRM:
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Nilaravindasuhrda sadrsam prasade

Tulyam tatha mahasi toyajabandhavena;

Brahmyam sthitau tu pitaram vatamulavasam

Samsmarayantam achalam tam anusmardmah.

“In showering grace, he is like the moon, the friend of the
blue water-lily. In the same way, in lustre he is like the sun,
the kinsman of the lotus. In his Brahmic state, he reminds us
of his Father abiding under the Banyan tree. Him, the
moveless one we lovingly remember.”

Even to the blue flower, not pure white, the moon is a
friend. Likewise, the Maharshi’s grace is available even for
those whose hearts are not quite pure. His eyes shine like
full blown lotuses. With grace they emit rays cool as the
moon’s. When dispelling the darkness of the heart they shine
like the resplendent sun. He is always in the Brahmic state.
Silence is his eloquence. Son of God, he reminds one of his
Father Dakshinamurti seated under the Banyan tree,
expounding in silence the principle of the Supreme Brahman
to four aged disciples. He is described as achala, unmoving,
symbolised by the mountain Arunachala. Again the moon is
the symbol of the Bliss, the sustaining sap in all things, Ananda.
The sun represents the blazing energy, tapas, the knowledge
as Consciousness, Chit. The Brahmic state denotes the Pure
Existence, Sat. Thus the Maharshi is the Divine Personality
in the threefold poise of Sat Chit Ananda, come down on
earth, as the son of God, to save mankind.

When one recites with devotional fervour this Dhyana
Sloka of Sri Maharshi, the sound vibrations recreate the
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vision and the direct experience that the great Vasishta
Ganapathi Muni had formulated in this verse. The
unmistakable Presence, sannidhya of Sri Maharshi is felt as
peace, peace and more peace.

Peace descends as a block of moonstone making the
whole body brim with cool nectar. A divine glow descends
making the being strong and effulgent like the sun. And one
abides as a potent vastness, calm without a ripple.

( Source: Mountain Path, Oct 1974. The author is a scholar
and sadhaka whose English translation of Kapali Sastri’s
Arunachala Pancharatnam has been published by Sri
Ramanasramam under the title “The Cardinal Teaching of

the Maharshi.”)

That light whose smile kindles the universe,,
That beauty in which all things work and move ,
That benediction which the eclipsing curse
Of birth can quench not, that sustaining love
Which through the web of being blindly wove
By man and beast and earth and air and sea,
Burns bright or dim , as each are mirrors of
The fire for which all thirst ; now beams on me
Consuming the last clouds of cold immortality.
—P.B. Shelley
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I and ‘I-I’ (Part?2)
David Godman
( Mountain Path, June 1991)

Here an interesting phenomenon needs to be commented
on. In his writings Bhagavan has made several relatively
brief statements in which he equates the ‘I-I’ experience
with the Self. At first sight they appear to be descriptions of
the state of Self-realisation, but when they are read in
conjunction with the long explanations of the ‘I-I” which can
be found elsewhere in his writings and in his verbal comments,
it is possible to see in these verses a description of the
impermanent aham sphurana rather than the permanent state
of realisation. This is an unusual interpretation, but I believe
that it is a sustainable one. However, [ would not go so far
as to say that it is the only legitimate way of interpreting
these verses. In the previous quotation from Vichara
Sangraham the ‘I-I” is defined as being a clear knowledge
(vijnana) of the Self in which the mind, still existing, clings
tightly to its source and is permeated by emanations of I-
ness radiating from the Self.

Ganapati Muni may have had this particular answer in
mind when he wrote to Bhagavan and asked the following
question: “Is abidance in vijnana a means for gradually
attaining the perfect, or is it not? If it is not certainly a means
for that, then for what purpose is it?”’

In his reply Bhagavan repeated the relevant parts of the
answer from Vichara Sangraham but he also added some
remarks on how self-enquiry leads to aham sphurana and
how abidance in aham sphurana, or ‘I-I’, leads to Self-
realisation:
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The I-thought which rises in this manner [by catching hold
of something] appears in the form of the three gunas, and of
these three the rajas and tamas aspects cling to and identify
with the body. The remaining one, which is pure sattva, is
alone the natural characteristic of the mind, and this stands
clinging to the reality. However, in the pure sattvic state, the
I-thought is no longer really a thought, it is the Heart itself....
The state in which the pure sattva mind shines clinging to the
Self is called aham sphurana.... The source to which this
sphurana clings alone is called the reality or pure
consciousness.... When the mind, having pure sattva as its
characteristic, remains attending to the aham sphurana, which
is the sign of the forthcoming direct experience of the Self,
the downward-facing Heart becomes upward-facing and
remains in the form of That [Self].

This aforesaid attention to the source of the aham sphurana
alone is the path. When thus attended to, Self, the reality,
alone will remain shining in the centre of the Heart as I-am-I.
The quotations given so far should make it clear what
Bhagavan was referring to when he spoke of the ‘I-I’
experience, but they fail to address one of Professor Royster’s
principal questions: why does Bhagavan use the term ‘I-I’
rather than ‘I’? The term ‘I’ is clearly inadequate and
confusing since it denotes either the Self or the ego rather
than the aham sphurana which is, as Bhagavan says, “neither
the one nor the other”. A.R. Natarajan in his commentary
on Sri Ramana Gita suggests that “to denote the continuous
nature of the throb of consciousness, Ramana repeats the
words as ‘I-I’”. This is certainly plausible. An alternative
explanation, suggested by Sadhu Om can be derived from
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the rules of Tamil grammar. In simple Tamil sentences the
present tense of the verb ‘to be’ is usually omitted. Thus, the
expression ‘nan-nan (‘I-I” in Tamil) would generally be taken
to mean ‘I am I’ by a Tamilian. This interpretation would
make ‘I-I” an emphatic statement of Self-awareness akin to
the biblical ‘I am that I am” which Bhagavan occasionally
said summarised the whole of Vedanta. Bhagavan himself
has said that he used the term to denote the import of the
word I. This explanation appears in both Upadesa Undiyar
(verse 21) and in the talks which precede Sat Darshana
Bhashya.

Whichever explanation one chooses, either these or others,
one should avoid those which postulate that the experience
is called ‘I-I’ because it radiates in discrete pulses, for
Bhagavan was quite emphatic that the experience was
continuous and unbroken. For example, in the essay version
of Vichara Sangraham he wrote: “Underlying the unceasing
flow of varied thoughts, there arises the continuous unbroken
awareness, silent and spontaneous, as ‘I-I’ in the Heart.” I
would like now to address more fully the question of whether
the ‘I-I” experience, as defined by Bhagavan, is present
after realisation takes place. Most devotees who are familiar
with Bhagavan’s teachings would have no hesitation in
asserting that this is so. If pressed to provide evidence to
support their point of view, they would probably quote the
verses from Ulladu Narpadu and Upadesa Undiyar that I
have already cited, and probably add verse twenty of
Upadesa Saram. They would be quite justified in doing so,
for it is possible to translate and interpret all these verses in
such a way that their meaning would be that the ‘I-I
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experience is a consequence and not a precursor of Self-
realisation. To see how this is so, one must look at the verbs
in these verses and examine what they mean in their original
languages. For the sake of convenience I will give the verses
again with the relevant verbs printed in italics.

1) Questing “Who am 1?”” within one’s mind, when one
reaches the Heart the individual I sinks crestfallen, and at
once reality manifests itself as ‘I-I’. Though it reveals itself
thus, it is not the ego I, but the perfect being, the Self
Absolute. (Ulladu Narpadu, verse 30)

2) “Whence does this I arise?”” Seek this within. This ‘I’
then vanishes. This is the pursuit of wisdom. Where the [
vanished, there appears an ‘I-I’ by itself. This is the infinite
(poornam). (Upadesa Undiyar, verses 19 and 20)

3) Where this ‘I’ vanished and merged in its source,
there appears spontaneously and continuously an ‘I-I’. This
is the Heart, the infinite Supreme Being. (Upadesa Saram,
verse 20)

The first two italicised verbs, ‘sinks crestfallen’ and
‘vanishes’ are translations of the Tamil phrase talai-
sayndidum, which literally means will bow its head’. In
ordinary usage it means will humble itself, ‘sinks crestfallen’,
or ‘will bow its head in shame’. However, in colloquial
usage it can also mean ‘will die’. If this colloquial usage is
preferred, both verses will have as their meaning that the ‘I-
I’ will only manifest after the death of the individual I. Sadhu
Om in his translations has preferred the colloquial usage ‘will
die’, but other translators have opted for variations on ‘sinks
crestfallen’. This may seem like pointless pedantry, but a
crucial distinction is at stake: if the verb chosen indicates a
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permanent extinction of the ego, then the ‘I-I” arises as a
consequence of Self-realisation; but if the chosen verb
indicates that the ‘I’ has only temporarily subsided (e.g.
‘vanished’, ‘merged’, ‘disappeared’, etc.) then Bhagavan is
indicating that the ‘I-I” manifests before realisation. It is of
course possible to have it both ways and say that the ‘I-I” is
experienced both before and after realisation. Adherents of
this school of thought would probably say that the Upadesa
Undiyar and Ulladu Narpadu verses describe the post-
realisation ‘I-I” experience whereas the Vichara Sangraham
quotations refer to the aham sphurana experience which
precedes it.

The third italicised phrase, ‘where the I vanished’, is a
translation of the Tamil word ‘ondru” which. means ‘where
it merges’ or ‘where it becomes one with’. Since the union
referred to in this verse can be dissolved by the re-emergence
of the I, the term ondru does not imply a permanent extinction
of the I. However, those who support the thesis that the ‘I-
I’ manifests after the permanent eradication of the I would
probably point to Bhagavan’s Sanskrit translation of this
verse. In it he uses the word nasa (the fourth italicised verb,
‘vanished and merged’) where the word ondru is used in the
Tamil original. This has been variously translated as
‘destroyed’, ‘annihilated’, and ‘perished’, all terms which
indicate a permanent destruction of the I. It is quite permissible
though to translate nasa as ‘disappear’ or ‘vanish’, and
indeed several translators have done so. Since one should
select a meaning which is consonant with the idea expressed
in the original Tamil, I feel that ‘vanish’ or ‘disappear’ is
preferable. The implications of words such as ‘destroy’ or
‘perish’ are not present in the original text. (7o be Continued)

SRI RAMANA JYOTHI, MARCH, 2018 ——————————————— 39




Statement of Ownership and Other Particulars of

Sri Ramana Jyothi
(as per FORM—IV Rule 8)

. Place of publication

Peroidcity of publication

Printer's Name, Nationality,
and Address

Publisher's Name, Nationality,
and Address

Editor's Name, Nationality,
and Address

Name& Addresses of Indviduals, :

Who own the News paper and
partners or share holders
holding more than 1% of the
Share capital

[, P. Keshava Reddy, here by declare that the particulars given
above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Date : 01-03-2018

. Hyderabad.
. Monthly
. Mohan Reddy

Indian

Reddy Printers,
1-9-809, Adikmet,
Hyderabad - 500 044.

. P. Keshava Reddy

Indian

Sri Ramana Kendram,
2-2-1109/A, Batakamma kunta,
Hyderabad - 500 013.

: V. Krithivasan

Indian

Sri Ramana Kendram,
2-2-1109/A, Batakamma kunta,
Hyderabad - 500 013.

Fully owned by

Sri Ramana Kendram,
2-2-1109/A, Batakamma kunta,
Hyderabad - 500 013.
TELANGANA

Sd/-

P. Keshava Reddy

40

SRI' RAMANA JYOTHI, MARCH, 2018




Sadhana Amidst Daily Life
V Krithivasan

Many seekers who take to Sadhana as prescribed by
Bhagavan Ramana are householders. They are attracted to
Sri Bhagavan because of the simplicity of his teachings and
his marvelous life, which is like a practical commentary of
his teachings. However, when they begin practising the
teachings, more often than not, they are assailed by a variety
of doubts. At one end of the spectrum are those who are
apprehensive that their vyavaharic life (life in the outside
world) would get affected; they cannot discharge their
responsibilities to the satisfaction of their family and society
at large, because in their understanding, Sadhana as
recommended by Sri Bhagavan requires that they withdraw
from all worldly activities. Their fear is that they would end
up standing apart from societal norms and niceties which
puts a strain on the rest of the family. “Can we attend to the
demands of the vyavaharic life and still engage in the practice
recommended by Sri Bhagavan without upsetting everything
else?” is their standard question.

For them there is a strong attraction towards Bhagavan’s
path and an equally strong tendency not to antagonize the
demands of family and society. Achieving a balance is the
true challenge in pursuing Sadhana amidst daily life. The
solution to this dilemma lies in the true understanding of Sri
Bhagavan’s teachings. First of all, engaging in Sadhana does
not automatically mean that one has to turn one’s back on
dealing with life situations. We should learn to deal with the
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demands from family and society, without giving up the
regular practice. Any critical problem can be broken up
such that, for all practical purposes there is only one urgency-
what is needed to be done by us NOW ! We should stop
projecting innumerable “potential or possible” consequences,
which are essentially imaginary, but which have the power to
make us feel helpless in facing the critical problem. Do what
you should at any given time - in fact you cannot escape it.
What regular Sadhana enables in you is this: a calm demeanor
and a sense of acceptance, which in themselves make you
function more efficiently.

In this context, Sri Bhagavan’s teachings to Frank
Humphreys, the earliest Western devotee is of interest.
Humphreys records this teaching from Sri Bhagavan in one
of his meetings with him:

Bhagavan : Think only of that which sees all these
phenomena — that which is responsible for it all. This
will seem nearly impossible at first, but by degrees the
result will be felt. It takes years of steady, daily practice,
and that is how a Master is made. Give a quarter of an
hour a day for this practice. Try to keep the mind un-
shakenly fixed on That which sees. It is inside yourself.
Do not expect to find that ‘That’ is something definite
on which the mind can be fixed easily; it will not be so.
Though it takes years to find that ‘That’, the result of
this concentration will be seen in four or five months’
time — in all sorts of unconscious clairvoyance, in peace
of mind, in power to deal with troubles, in power all
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round, yet always unconscious power.”” ( Arthur Osborne’s
Ramana Mabharshi and the Path of Self Knowledge).

What is significant is that engaging sincerely in Sadhana
gives one the power, an unconscious power, to deal with
life situations.

On the other end of the spectrum, there are those who
feel that the best solution would be to give up worldly life
and plunge headlong into a life of Sadhana. They reach this
conclusion by thinking that a householder’s life is full of
responsibilities and is incompatible with the demands of
Sadhana which is centred around detachment. When any
householder asked Sri Bhagavan whether he could renounce
home and property and turn mendicant, Sri Bhagavan always
discouraged it. He would say, “The obstacles are in the
mind and have to be overcome there. Changing the
environment will not help. You will only exchange the
thought, * I am a householder’ for the thought, * I am a
sannyasi’. What you have to do is forget both and
remember only ‘I am’

The conversation below is of interest:

Question: The yogis say that one must renounce this world
and go off into secluded jungles if one wishes to find the
truth.

Bhagavan: The life of action need not be renounced. If
you meditate for an hour or two every day, you can carry
on with your duties. If you meditate in the right manner then
the current of mind induced will continue to flow in the midst
of your work. It is as though there are two ways of expressing
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the same idea; the same line you take in meditation will be
expressed in your activities. ( Be As You Are by David
Godman, pp57)

Sri Bhagavan in fact showed a benevolent interest in the
personal and family affairs of his devotees — their marriages
and jobs, the births and sicknesses and education of their
children, all the cares and obligations the family life entails.
His advice was to engage in it like an actor in a play, playing
one’s part carefully and conscientiously, but with the
remembrance that it was not one’s real self.

He has translated some verses from Yoga Vasishta into
Tamil, which appear in Anubandham to 40 Verses on Reality:

“Holding firmly at heart to the truth of your Being,
play like a hero your part in the world-stage, inwardly
calm and detached, but assuming zeal and joy, excitement
and aversion, initiative and effort, and performing
outward acts, appropriate to your particular role in
various situations.”

Sri Bhagavan also did not denounce or condemn the small
indulgences common to the life of a householder, like drinking
coffee, chewing paan (betel leaf) and so on. The only thing
that he highly recommended as a good practice was the
intake of Satvic (vegetarian) food, which gives nourishment
without exciting or stimulating the senses.

But one has to remember that the standard set by Sri
Bhagavan was uncompromisingly high- that of seeking the
True Self and denying the impostor ego. In doing this, he
approved of a healthy, normal, balanced life than one of
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extremes: a highly casual one and one of extreme austerity.
One should deal with one’s duties and obligations without
causing any distress to one’s immediate circle, but at the
same time, not get entangled by expanding one’s interests
and chalk out a fresh tract in the ‘pravritti’ marga. Once
he told Devaraja Mudaliar, “If something by way of a new
experience comes to you on its own, go ahead and have it, I
have no objection. But do not seek and enter into any new
enterprise. Or ask for a ‘repeat’ of an old experience.” This
is exactly one example of the ‘balance’ that has been referred
to above.

Sadhana should eventually take one towards enjoying a
deep peace all through the day; Sadhana should not be
regarded as something confined to certain hours of the day.
It should continue all the time irrespective of what one is
doing. Bhagavan saw no conflict between working and
Sadhana; he said that with some practice it could be carried
out under any circumstances. Regular periods would be good
at the beginning according to him but he did not advocate
long periods of sitting meditation. Again, a right balance
between spiritual pursuit and the circumstances of one’s life
in its various phases is the crux of Sadhana. Each sadhaka
has to arrive at this balance, best suited to achieve the final
goal of Self-realisation.

* * *
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Vallimalai Sachidananda Swami

It is true that Bhagavan Ramana generally instructed his
devotees to follow the path of Self-enquiry, in their spiritual
quest. However, he often modified the teachings to suit the
tendencies of a specific person. This quality of Bhagavan’s
is amply illustrated in the case of Vallimalai (Thiruppugazh)
Sachidanada Swami.

Sachidananda Swami’s original name was Ardhanari, and
he was working as a cook in the Mysore palace. During this
time, he was afflicted by an unbearably intense stomach
ache which seemed to have no cure. The royal physicians
tried several treatments and medications, but nothing had
any effect. Someone advised Ardhanari to go to Palani and
pray to Lord Subramanya in the temple. Accordingly, in the
year 1908, (when he himself was 38 years old), Ardhanari
went to Palani and had darshan of the Lord there. He prayed
fervently to the Lord. After the abhisekam to the deity, the
milk was given to the devotees. When Ardhanari took this
milk, he felt a miraculous relief from his intense stomach
ache. This incident made a deep impression upon him, and
laid the foundation for a very strong devotion to Lord Muruga.
From 1908 to 1912, he stayed in Palani and dedicated
himself to the service of the Lord. While he was in Palani, he
came to be known as the ‘Mysore Swami’.

During the time of the annual temple festival, one night a
girl from Madurai was singing a song in the temple. The
sweetness of her voice and the words of the song had a
magical effect on the Mysore Swami. He enquired and found
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out that it was a song from Thiruppugazh, the volume of
songs composed by Saint Arunagirinathar. Though he was
illiterate, he learned the Thiruppugazh songs and started
singing them with great devotion.

He undertook a pilgrimage to various temples and in the
course of the pilgrimage, he came to Tiruvannamalai on the
day of the Thiruvadirai festival. In his own words: “I joined
the small group of people who were waiting to have darshan
of Sri Ramana, in front of the Virupaksha Cave. In a few
minutes, the Maharshi came out of the cave and stood at the
entrance. His appearance, clad in the loincloth and leaning
on a cane, made me feel that Lord Muruga of Palani was
Himself standing before me. I was thrilled to the core.
Speechless, I just sat there and gazed at him.”

Mysore Swami stayed with Sri Ramana for two months
and, during that time, he studied the Thiruppugazh with
Bhagavan Ramana’s help and guidance, learning the correct
pronunciation and the way to split the long compound words
in order to understand the meaning fully. Bhagavan had a
lot of affection for him, and used to call him “Thiruppugazh
Murugan’.

One day, Sri Ramana and some of his devotees were
going round the hill. Thiruppugazh Murugan was singing
verses from the ‘Vedichi Kaavalan’, a chapter in the
Thiruppugazh. In this chapter, every verse ends with the
words, ‘Kaavalane, kaavalane, vedichi kaavalane’. (The word
‘kaavalane’ in Tamil means ‘Protector’ or ‘Savior’, whereas
in Telugu, it means ‘I want’). Bhagavan, in a playful way,
started singing, ‘Ememi kaavalane! Enthentha kaavalane'
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meaning, “What do you want?”” and “How much do you
want?”’ In the same spirit of fun, one of the devotees sang,
“Iddli kaavalane! Coffee kaavalane” (I want iddli; I want
coffee). By some wonderful coincidence- or was it divine
intervention- a gentleman appeared before them, bringing a
basket full of iddlies and a pot full of hot, aromatic coffee!
He served the iddlies and coffee to the devotees and went
on his way!

After two months, Thiruppugazh Murugan left Arunachala
and went on a pilgrimage to holy places in the north. He met
a sage in the Himalayas who initiated him into Sannyasa, and
bestowed on him the name ‘Sachidananda Swami’. After
his pilgrimage, Sachidananda Swami came back to
Arunachala and was staying with Bhagavan on the hill. One
day, Bhagavan said to him, “Go down at once”. The urgency
and authority in Bhagavan’s voice made him obey instantly
and he rushed down from Skandasram.

Sachidananda Swami was feeling bad that he had been
sent away by Bhagavan, but when he reached the foot of
the hill, a surprise was waiting for him! Saint Seshadri Swami,
spotting whom was a rarity, hurried up to him and embraced
him with great affection! Even more strangely, Seshadri Swami
took him to a nearby place and spent considerable time
talking to Sachidananda Swami. He quoted the fourth stanza
of Adi Shankara’s ‘Sivamanasa Puja Panchakam’, explained
the meaning and asked whether there was an equivalent
song in the Thiruppugazh. Sachidananda Swami sang a
Thiruppugazh song and explaining its meaning, made it clear
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to Seshadri Swami that the same idea had been expressed
in both the poetic works.

Seshadri Swami was hugely impressed by this. He
exclaimed, “Thiruppugazh is the greatest of all mantras. It
contains everything you need to know. No other work can
equal the Thiruppugazh in presenting all the great philosophical
truths. So please spread the teachings of the Thiruppugazh.
Make it available to all. Go to Vallimalai. I will also come
there.” Now Sachidananda Swami understood why Bhagavan
had bade him go down. It was clear that Bhagavan had
known that Sachidananda Swami’s purpose in life was to
spread the greatness of the Thiruppugazh, and that Seshadri
Swami would be instrumental in setting him on the right path.

In 1916, Sachidananda Swami founded the Thiruppugazh
Ashram in Vallimalai and spread the teachings of
Thiruppugazh. He used to visit Madras ( now Chennai) often,
and set up several Thiruppugazh Sabhas in Madras, which
served as Centres for Thiruppugazh learning. He travelled all
over India, singing the Thiruppugazh, giving lectures and
conducting Bhajans. He also conducted classes and taught
the songs and explained the meanings to his disciples.

In 1950, when he heard about Bhagavan’s declining health,
Sachidananda Swami arranged for special pujas to be
conducted, with prayers for Bhagavan’s recovery. He even
sent one of his disciples to Bhagavan, with instructions to
beseech Bhagavan to stay on in this world for a few more
years, in order to show more people the path to spiritual
enlightenment. When Bhagavan heard this entreaty, he smiled
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with compassion and gently said, “Would anyone save the
leaf plate after the food has been eaten? Can the same leaf
be used again?”’

On the 14" of April, 1950, Sachidananda Swami, along
with his disciples, set out for Tiruvannamalai, to have darshan
of Ramana. At 8.45 in the evening, while crossing the railway
lines, Swami suddenly stood still on the tracks. He was
oblivious to the external world and the danger in standing on
the railway tracks. Suddenly, a runaway railway coach came
hurtling down the tracks. Some of his disciples had the
presence of mind to pull Swami away from the railway tracks
in the nick of time, thus averting a tragedy. Soon afterwards,
they came to know that Sri Ramana had left his body at
8.47 that night, at the same time that Swami and his disciples
were crossing the railway tracks. Sachidananda Swami had
been subconsciously aware of this, and had gone into a
trance.

Upon reaching Tiruvannamalai, Swami joined the crowds
of devotees in paying his respects to Bhagavan. As the rites
were being performed, Sachidananda Swami sang the Palani
Thiruppugazh songs with great feeling and heartfelt grief.
One of his disciples, Arul Isaimani S V Subramaniam by
name, cried out, “Oh Swami! You brought me here for my
first darshan of Bhagavan and I came with so much eager
anticipation. But unfortunate soul that I am, I can only see
his lifeless body!”” Sachidananda Swami chided him saying,
“Don’t make such foolish statements! Where has Bhagavan
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gone! He is right here with us. He has left the body and has
merged with every one of us.”

After returning to Madras, he performed various pujas in
memory of Bhagavan, accompanied by Thiruppugazh
parayanam. He arranged for poor feeding etc., on a very
grand scale. Even now, following the tradition established by
him, Sri Ramana Jayanthi, Guru Puja, and Aradhana are
performed in an elaborate fashion, in the Tirumullaivasal
Vaishnavi Devi temple in the outskirts of Chennai, every
year.

(Source: Reminiscences of Sri Kunjuswamy)
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