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Bhagavan Ramana: His Silent Upadesa (Part-1)
Arthur Osborne

It is surprising how secret was the upadesa of Sri
Bhagavan, that is to say the guidance or instruction he gave
to his disciples — there is no exact English translation of the
word. Although he was accessible to all alike, although
questions were normally asked and answered in public, the
guidance given to each disciple was nevertheless intensely
direct and adapted to his character. When asked once by
Swami Yogananda, a Swami with a large following in
America, what spiritual instruction should be given to the
people for their uplift, he replied, “It depends on the
temperament and spiritual maturity of the individual. There
can be no mass instruction”. It is enough to recall the stories
of four devotees already referred to — Echammal, the
Mother, Sivaprakasam Pillai and Natesa Mudaliar — to
realize how enormously the treatment varied.

Sri Bhagavan was intensely active — he himself has said
so, though none who experienced his Grace needed any
confirmation — and yet so concealed was his activity that
casual visitors and those who failed to perceive believed that
he gave no upadesa at all or that he was indifferent to the
needs of seekers. There were many such, like the Brahmin
who tried to dissuade Natesa Mudaliar from visiting him.

The extreme importance of this question lies in the fact
that (except in the rarest of cases, such as that of Sri
Bhagavan himself) Realization is possible only through the
Grace of a guru. Sri Bhagavan was as definite about this as
other Masters.
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Therefore it was not enough for the sadhaka (aspirant)
to know that his teaching was sublime and his presence
inspiring; it was necessary to know that he was a guru
giving diksha (initiation) and upadesa (instruction).

The term ‘Guru’ is used in three senses. It can mean one
who, although he has no spiritual attainment, has been invested
(like the ordination of a priest) with the right to give initiation
and upadesa. He is often hereditary and is not unlike a
family doctor for spiritual health. Secondly, the guru can be
one who, in addition to the above, has some spiritual attainment
and can guide his disciples by more potent upadesa (even
though the actual practices enjoined may be the same) as far
as he himself has gone. But in the highest and truest meaning
of the word, the guru is he who has realized Oneness with
the Spirit that is the Self of all. This is the Sat-guru.

It is in this last sense that Sri Bhagavan used the word.
Therefore he said, “God, guru and Self are the same”. And
in describing the guru he said (in Spiritual Instructions):

The guru is one who at all times abides in the profound
depths of the Self. He never sees any difference between
himself and others and he is completely free from false notions
of distinction that he himself is the Enlightened or the
Liberated while others around him are in bondage or the
darkness of ignorance. His firmness or self-possession can
never be shaken under any circumstances and he is never
perturbed.

Submission to this guru is not submission to any outside
oneself but to the Self manifested outwardly in order to help
one discover the Self within. ““The Master is within; meditation
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is meant to remove the ignorant idea that he is only outside.
If he were a stranger whom you were awaiting he would be
bound to disappear also. What would be the use of a transient
being like that? But as long as you think that you are separate
or are the body, so long is the outer Master also necessary
and he will appear as if with a body. When the wrong
identification of oneself with the body ceases, the Master is
found to be none other than the Self”.

It is axiomatic that one who is a guru in this supreme
sense of having realized his identity with the Absolute does
not say so, inasmuch as there is no ego left to affirm the
identity. Also he does not say that he has disciples, for,
being beyond otherness, there can be no relationship for
him.

Although the jnani is one with the Absolute, his traits of
character continue to exist outwardly as the vehicle of his
manifestation, so that one jnani can have quite different human
characteristics from another. One characteristic of Sri
Bhagavan was his shrewdness and perspicacity. There seems
no doubt that, just as he allowed himself to be considered a
mouni (one who has taken a vow of silence) during his early
years at Tiruvannamalai in order to avoid disturbance, so he
took advantage of this doctrinal impossibility of asserting
identity or admitting relationship in order to ward off
unwarranted demands for upadesa from those who were
not his real devotees. It is remarkable how successful the
defence was, while real devotees were not taken in by it and
were not intended to be.
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Let us examine Sri Bhagavan’s statement carefully. He
sometimes said he had no disciples and never stated explicitly
that he was the guru, however, he used the expression ‘the
guru’ as equivalent to ‘the jnani’ and in such a way as to
leave no doubt that he was the guru, and he more than once
joined in singing the song Ramana Sadguru.

Moreover, when a devotee was genuinely distressed and
seeking a solution he would sometimes reassure him in a
way that left no room for doubt. An English disciple, Major
Chadwick, kept a record of such an assurance given to him
in the year 1940:

Chadwick: Bhagavan says he has no disciples?

Bhagavan: Yes.

Chadwick: He also says that a guru is necessary if one
wishes to attain Liberation?

Bhagavan: Yes.

Chadwick: What then must I do? Has my sitting here all
these years been just a waste of time? Must [ go and look
for some guru in order to receive initiation seeing that
Bhagavan says he is not a guru?

Bhagavan: What do you think brought you here such a
long distance and made you remain so long? Why do you
doubt? If there had been any need to seek a guru elsewhere,
you would have gone away long ago.

The guru or jnani sees no difference between himself and
others. For him all are jnanis, all are one with himself, so
how can a jnani say that such and such is his disciple? But
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the unliberated one sees all as multiple, he sees all as different
from himself, so to him the guru-disciple relationship is a
reality, and he needs the Grace of the guru to waken him to
reality. For him there are three ways of initiation — by
touch, look and silence, (Sri Bhagavan here gave me to
understand that his way was by silence, as he has to many,
on other occasions).

Chadwick: Then Bhagavan does have disciples!

Bhagavan: As I said, from Bhagavan’s point of view there
are no disciples, but from that of the disciple the Grace of
the guru is like an ocean. If he comes with a cup he will
only get a cupful. It is no use complaining of the niggardliness
of the ocean; the bigger the vessel the more he will be able
to carry. It. is entirely up to him.

Chadwick: Then to know whether Bhagavan is my guru
or not is just a matter of faith, if Bhagavan will not admit it.

Bhagavan: (Sitting straight up, turning to the interpreter
and speaking with great emphasis) Ask him, does he want
me to give him a written document?

Few were so persistent as Major Chadwick in their
demand for an assurance. The statement involving recognition
of duality would not be made, but short of that Sri Bhagavan
admitted being the guru clearly enough for any person of
understanding and goodwill; and some knew it without verbal
confirmation.

(To be continued)
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Lord Krishna’s Recipe For Happiness
Dr.K.Subrahmanian ( Talk No.40A)

Amongst all the avatars of Lord Vishnu, there is
something extraordinary about Sri Krishna-avatar. Srimad
Bhagavatam says that everything about Sri Krishna is so
sweet - descriptions of Him as a baby, as a young boy, as a
youth, Krishna as a lover, Krishna as a husband, as a friend,
as a soldier, as a philosopher, as a lover of nature, as a
musician playing His flute, and finally as a junani and a
Teacher - every single aspect of Krishna is incredibly sweet
and beautiful. Can there be anything about Him that is not
beautiful and sweet ?

3R R ge YR TuH AyR I ayRd |

Tl MY T wyR AR Rad 9ERA 1

Adharam madhuram vadanam madhuram nayanam
madhuram hasitam madhuram

Hridayam Madhuram gamanam Madhuram
madhuradhipate rakhilam madhuram

“Oh Krishna, Your lips are sweet, Your face is sweet,
Your eyes are sweet, Your laughter is sweet; Your Heart is
sweet, Your gait is sweet! You are the Lord of Sweetness!”

No other avatar has been described in so many aspects
so beautifully. That is why it is said that Krishna-avatar is
Poorna-avatar, a complete manifestation. If you study His
attitude individually towards Kuchela, Bhishma, Arjuna,
Draupadi, Rukmini or Uddhava — you will find each one of
these to be tremendously profound.

His compassion towards His devotees is so great that He
says in Bhagavad-Gita :
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Ananyas chintayanto maam ye janah paryupaasate

Teshaam nityabhi-yuktaanaam Yoga kshemam
vahaamyaham

Krishna says in this Sloka, “ Those who think of Me and
nothing else, who depend on Me alone totally, I look after
their day to day needs”. Real sadhus and saints think about
Him all the time. They talk about Him always. Because they
think of nothing else but Him, it becomes His responsibility
to look after them. And He takes care of them in His own
way- that is, it does not mean they will live in luxury all the
time. It means that they will be granted a kind of contentment
which makes them feel that they do not lack anything. They
will not ask for anything. In our case, we constantly seek
something or the other and we are never content with what
has been granted to us. Our whole life is wasted in seeking.
In the case of those who do not ask for anything, the Lord
Himself looks after them in the most effective way.

Buddha says, “Health is the greatest wealth; contentment
is the greatest gain; faith is your greatest friend and
renunciation is the greatest happiness!” Faith is your greatest
friend because, it can take you anywhere. Faith is like the
telescope that enhances your vision and makes you see things
which you will otherwise not see or experience. Sages and
saints have said that ordinary people do not have a vision
that a man of faith has, because they use reasoning alone to
understand things. The last thing that Buddha says is about
renunciation. That alone can bestow permanent happiness.
When you are not attached to anything, you will not go after
worldly things. Whatever comes by itself, you accept it. If
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something leaves you, you won’t be sorry. In Bhagavad-
Gita, Lord Krishna says :

TEEEy T g9, fTwRgs: |

drrrasty: Remdfe=a 11

Duhkehu Anudvigna Mannah Sukheshu vigata- sprihah

Veeta-raaga-bhaya-krodhah Stithadheer Muniruchyate

You are not upset if something sorrowful happens. You
will not be elated if something good happens. You will have
the conviction that the whole life is cyclical in nature; good
and bad alternate, everything keeps changing and that nothing
is permanent. A jnani or a stithaprajna is not affected by
anything that happens. He is free from desires ( raaga), fear
(bhaya), anger (krodha) and so on.

In the case of people like us one emotion leads to another:
when we seek something and encounter obstacles in the
way, we become frustrated and angry. Anger leads to
confusion and one loses one’s sense of proportion. This
finally ruins us.

W oI BF: BT BIenfieIr |
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sangaat sanjayate kamah kamaat krodhobhi-jayate
krodhaat bhavati sammohah

sammohaat smriti-vibhramah smriti bhramsaat buddhi
nashah, buddhinashat pranashyati

For this reason, Lord Krishna says that the whole basis of
life should be one of action without expectation of results.
The fruits of action are given by the Lord. Remembering
this, one must engage in action in this life. Krishna asks us
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to accept success and failure alike. There is no way we can
explain the disparities we encounter in life. A bright person
may end up as a lowly clerk and a dull one may become an
officer. But if you work to the best of your ability without
worrying about results, the Lord will give you peace of
mind.

What is it that we are seeking? We want happiness but
permanent happiness is impossible because we seek it in
things outside of us. If we analyse our life carefully, we will
find that our happiness depends on other people. Their
happiness also depends on us, on our temperament. We
cannot expect proper behavior from other people when we
find fault with them ; they are going to do the same too. If
we start with ourselves, if there is a change in ourselves,
then only there will be a change of behaviour in others. If
we are good to some extent, even people we consider to
be bad will come to us and be good. When we think of a
good person, a sadhu or a holy man, for that period we
ourselves become good. This is something that we can
experience. You enjoy a shanti that you never enjoyed
before. The sadhu does not tell you to be good; their very
goodness influences you. Therefore, when you have good
intentions even to a limited extent, others will come to you
with good intentions.

When you think of Sri Rama, Sri Krishna or Bhagavan,
these very thoughts make you good. This is the best way to
influence others; not simply asking others to be good but by
being good yourself. And so, it is important that a person
does his job to the best of his ability and accepts whatever
happens as Divine Prasad. This alone will result in peace
and lasting happiness.
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Sri Bhagavan and Ahimsa
V Kirithivasan

When Sri Bhagavan arrived at Arunachalam, we all know
that he rushed to the sanctum sanctorum of the temple to
report his arrival to his ‘Father’. He says that the burning
sensation he had been feeling in the previous five or six
weeks left him immediately. The boy then came out of the
temple and did something spontaneously: he threw all his
possessions into the temple tank, and prompted by an inner
force, took out the symbol of his caste -the sacred thread -
and threw out that too. Again, the same force made him cut
out a cod piece from the dhoti he was wearing, which was
to become his permanent manner of dressing thereafter. When
a barber approached him from nowhere and offered to tonsure
his head, the boy meekly agreed. A sharp shower from the
skies at that time fulfilled the requirements of the ceremonial
bath. The boy was not to know this at that time but all these
were the various steps followed in initiating someone into
Sanyasa Asrama, the life of a renunciate. Without any
conscious plan on his part, the tradition had acted itself
out! The inner force was recognised as Arunachala by the
boy without an iota of doubt as he would later make repeated
references to Arunachala as his guru in his hymns.

In the formal initiation into Sanyasa, the final step is to
take an important vow and make a declaration to this effect:
“May all creatures be free from fear from me”. This is
called as Praisha Mantra in the scriptures.
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This is the mantra that young Adi Sankara uttered and
became a Sanyasin under dramatic circumstances. The young
Sankara wanted to be a Sanyasin but knew that his widowed
mother would not allow him to be one. When he went with
his mother one day to take bath in the river, a crocodile
grabbed him. He told his mother who was watching helplessly
from the banks, that to escape from his destiny of death at
a young age, a remedy was available; he could take to
Sanyas which was the same as taking a new life. The poor
mother, who wanted her son to live at any cost, reluctantly
agreed. Obtaining his mother’s approval in this manner, Adi
Sankara uttered the Praisha Mantra, became a Sanyasin
and got freed from the crocodile’s grip.

By this moving vow, the Sanyasin declares, “ No living
creature, man or beast, need fear me! I shall not hurt
anyone at any time.” This is called giving abhaya, giving
freedom from fear. This is also a declaration of ahimsa
(non-violence) and of supreme love too, to all living beings.

Of course, young Ramana did not have to utter these
words; by living in the egoless state from the time of his
death experience, his entire earthly life was one of
benediction, a life which radiated peace and ahimsa. When
the mind is destroyed, the jnani sees no ‘other’. He has
conflict with none.He is perfectly at peace with himself and
sees harmony and perfection in everything. He accepts
everything as it is.He lives joyously in the present. He is the
liberated one, liberated from the illusory existence of being a
separate being. In his presence, violence does not rear its
ugly head.
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Not only humans but even animals responded to the peace
emanating in Sri Bhagavan’s presence and they shed their
animal tendencies. Monkeys were his special friends; squirrels
ran over his body as he lay serenely on his couch; birds,
cows, peacocks, and even snakes and cheetahs were equally
at ease in his presence, as humans were. He would not call
any animal ‘it’ but ‘he’ or ‘she’. His compassion extended
to the plant kingdom also; he would not allow hacking of a
tree for its leaves or fruit. Once when someone wanted to
perform a special puja with one lakh leaves, he admonished
her saying it would be better for her to pinch herself one
lakh times instead! His sense of equality was to be seen to
be believed. He saw all creation as one; identifying himself
with the Universal Being, the pain as well as the joy of all
beings were his own. He practiced non-violence in the most
profound way.

Sri Bhagavan was accessible to everyone, all 24 hours of
the day (till the last few months when his health had
deteriorated). In a small hall in his Ashram he occupied a
couch and all others slept on the floor around the couch.
When he had to go out to answer nature’s call in the night,
he would carefully pick his way through the sleeping bodies
in the room. When someone presented a flash light to him,
he started using it — in his own unique way. Instead of
shining the light on the ground, as we would normally do, he
shone it on his stomach and used the reflected light to find
his way around. He felt that the direct light would disturb the
sleeping devotees! A stray dog used to sleep in the hall too.
During cold winter nights, the dog sometimes would urinate
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in the hall, much to the annoyance of the devotees. They
were for driving the dog out; Sri Bhagavan would not hear
of it. To solve the problem without disturbance either to the
dog or the devotees, he used to get up at all odd hours in
the night and gently take the dog out so that it could urinate
outside the hall! Such was his compassion for all creatures.
Every single act of his exuded compassion, empathy and
sensitivity towards others’ needs — which is the rock bed
of ahimsa.

The test for non-violence comes when unprovoked
violence is directed against us. Sri Bhagavan used a
remarkable technique in tackling evil — he did not recognize
evil! He ignored evil in such a manner that the opportunity
for conflict did not arise at all, at least from his side. When
one side offers no resistance whatsoever, the conflict never
materializes. Being a perfect jnani, he remained a witness to
everything that happened around him. In the initial days there
was a person who shared a cave with him in the Arunachala
hill. This man was enjoying a certain measure of prominence
with the local populace, till Sri Bhagavan came on the scene.
This man started feeling jealous when huge crowds thronged
to see Sri Bhagavan immersed in glorious sahaja nishta.
He could not stand it and decided to do away with Sri
Bhagavan. One day when Sri Bhagavan was sitting in silence
outside the cave, he climbed up the hill and started pushing
down heavy rocks with the intention of crushing Sri Bhagavan.
When the first stone fell near him, Sri Bhagavan thought it
was an accident; later he realised that this person was playing
amischief. He quietly left his seat and went up the hill through
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a different route and caught him in his act. Sri Bhagavan
merely made this man realize that he was exposed — that
was all; no accusation, no anger, not even an admonition!
Even after this, Sri Bhagavan continued to share his cave
with this man! Eventually, this person left the place and went
elsewhere as by now the local people had realized, without
Sri Bhagavan saying a word, that this man was up to no
good.

One night two thieves entered the Ashram, thinking that
there must be a lot of money there, as they had seen
multitudes of devotees visiting it. They started roughing up
the inmates when they discovered that practically there was
no useful thing in the Ashram. They even beat up Sri
Bhagavan, who was all along appealing to them not to harm
anyone but leave with whatever they could lay their hands
on. On seeing Sri Bhagavan beaten up by the thieves, one of
the inmates became angry and wanted to give them a good
thrashing. Sri Bhagavan stopped him saying, “They are
following their tendencies; but we should never take to
violence as we are sadhus. No violent act of ours, however
justified, will be condoned. Leave them alone”. The thieves
left in frustration after some time. To the police who wanted
to investigate the incident, Sri Bhagavan casually said it was
nothing. When they wanted to know if he was beaten up, he
said with his characteristic humour that they too did some
puja in their own way!

Two incidents stand out to illustrate the importance Sri
Bhagavan placed on ahimsa, instances when he was immensely
sorry that he accidentally violated this supreme dharma.
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During his stay in Virupaksha Cave, once he went out alone
for a walk. While crossing a stream, he found an unusually
large banyan leaf. He guessed that the leaf belonged to the
famous banyan tree (under which Arunagiri Yogi is believed
to be seated, teaching in Silence). He proceeded further to
see this tree. On the way, his leg accidentally brushed against
an hornets’ nest. The hornets came out in large numbers
and started stinging the leg (and only that leg) which had
stepped on the bush. Sri Bhagavan felt that he should pay
for his mistake and stood there silently, allowing the hornets
to sting the offending leg to their heart’s content. He stood
like that till they all withdrew! Soon the leg became enormously
swollen and he returned limping to Virupaksha Cave. Pazhani
Swami who was with him then, was shocked to see his
condition. He removed the innumerable stings one by one
and applied oil on his leg.

Years later, when Muruganar heard this story, he
composed a poem asking Bhagavan: “O Venkata, why should
you feel repentant for an accidental error, as if you had done
it intentionally?”” (Guru Vachagak Kovai, 815)

Bhagavan Ramana too replied in verse form thus:

“ When I was stung by hornets in revenge

Upon the leg until it was inflamed,

Although it was by chance I stepped upon

Their nest, constructed in a leafy bush,

What kind of mind is one’s if one does not

At least repent for doing such a wrong?”

(Part of Stray verses in Collected works)
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At another time Sri Bhagavan inadvertently bumped against
a sparrow’s nest and an egg fell out and cracked. He was
dismayed and cried out to his attendant Madhava, “Look,
look at what I have done today! Oh, the poor mother will
be so sorrow-stricken, perhaps angry with me also, at my
causing the destruction of her expected little one! Can the
cracked egg shell be pieced together again? Let us try!” So
saying he took a piece of wet cloth, wrapped it around the
broken egg and laid it carefully back into its nest. At frequent
intervals he took it out, removed the cloth, took it in his
hand and glanced at it for a few minutes. Seven days later,
after taking the egg from its nest, he announced with the
astonishment of a schoolboy, “Look what a wonder! The
crack has closed!” Some days later he found that the egg
had hatched and the little bird had come out. With a face
beaming with joy he took the tiny new-born into his hand,
stroked and caressed it and showed it to others, so that they
could also admire it!

Sri Bhagavan advised again and again that one should
develop detachment. But he never meant that one should
be uncaringly indifferent to the sufferings of others. On the
contrary, through his own actions he clearly exemplified how
compassionate, tender-hearted and caring we should all be,
and how strictly we should avoid causing even the least
harm to any other living being. In every situation, his attitude
and response clearly demonstrated his unbounded and all
inclusive love to all living beings. He was the very embodiment
of ahimsa and abhaya - in deeds, words and in spirit.

* * *
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Vision Of Siva At Mt. Kailash
Sivani

One night during my stay at Manasarovar, [ was in the
grip of a strange fear. It appeared to have started with a
simple upset stomach and worked itself up to uncontrolled
proportions that left me weakened in both body and mind.
By nightfall I felt tired, miserable and worried. Noticing my
restless condition, my co-pilgrims reassured me there was
nothing to worry about and they said it was probably the
effect of rarefied atmosphere, climatic changes and the
desolate landscape. Nevertheless my fear remained. When
after dinner my roommates fell asleep, I sat there on my bed
wide awake, fumbling for security. Accommodation at the
guesthouse was on a sharing basis, with five pilgrims to a
room. It was a small room and the window and door were
tightly shut at night to keep out the cold. This left little
ventilation and in this stuffy room I began to feel
claustrophobic. In the blackness of night, I could see through
the window snowflakes falling gently. Now and then I heard
the ominous howling of wild dogs. Several times I got up
and went out for fresh air, but it was too cold to stay there
for any length of time and I would soon return indoors only
to be tortured by this inexplicable fear. It was a mystery to
me why this was happening. It was the fear of doom and my
mind went berserk imagining all sorts of tragic scenarios.
The loud breathing and snoring of my roommates put me
somewhat at ease. [ wished that someone would wake up
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and keep me company, and was tempted to wake up
everyone to rescue me from this terrible fear. But better
judgment prevailed, for I felt none could save me from this
predicament. I checked the time every so often. Each minute
seemed endless. While the hours passed slowly I was
drowned in agonizing fear. All was silent and still. It was
midnight and a long night to pass. I could bear it no longer.
In desperation, at last, I turned to the Lord and cried out
from the bottom of my heart: “Save me Siva, from this
agonizing fear. Help me, please!” I pleaded and clung to
Him like one drowning. Like someone possessed, I ran my
fingers feverishly over the japa mala, chanting His holy name.
I prayed with an intensity quite unknown to me. Sometime
between three and four o’clock I must have fallen asleep. At
long last a reprieve from my mental anguish.

Then I had a dream. I dreamt I was at Sri Ramanasramam,
inside the New Hall where the stone couch and statue of
Bhagavan are seen. The place was brightly lit and there was
an air of much activity, people coming and going. A gentle
hand ushered me to a spot where [ saw Sri Bhagavan seated
on the ground, leaning against one of the tall stone pillars. As
we see in some of His photographs, Bhagavan Ramana was
looking far away, beyond the beyond. I was so overwhelmed
being in His presence that to prostrate before him never
crossed my mind. “Look intently at the Guru,” a voice
whispered. “You will see him blessing you!” An aura of
immense peace suffused the hall while Bhagavan sat in
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rocklike silence. I looked on spellbound. Oh, what a
radiance! What a storehouse of compassion! I stood there
in awe and rapture. Then a thought crossed my mind:
‘Bhagavan is looking far, far away. Will He not glance my
way and bless me with His gracious look?’ Reading my
mind and in His infinite kindness, Bhagavan slowly turned
His gaze and rested it on me. Our eyes met. A luminous light
appeared, like an orb as cool as the moon. I was engulfed in
that splendorous light, in Divine peace and ecstasy. I had no
sense of body or mind and experienced unspeakable peace,
immersed as [ was in that Supreme Light. Even upon waking
that brilliant light and that supreme peace lingered in my
consciousness. The feeling of fear that issued from my
subconscious was instantly extinguished by this divine dream.
I found eternal shelter in this divine vision. With His intrinsic
greatness, His gentle look and benign smile, Bhagavan blessed
me. To this day, this blessed vision remains ever fresh. In
the morning my fellow pilgrims were surprised to see a
remarkable transformation in me. “Tell us what medication
you took to have acquired an air of well-being overnight,”
they asked. I smiled, but said nothing. People say one should
not disclose the experience of Divine dreams immediately
because its effect will diminish. With Bhagavan’s blessing |
was able to reach Mount Kailash in the best of health and
spirits and obtain the blessings of Siva.

(Source: The Maharshi-Jul/Aug 2006)
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In The World, But Not Of The World
The Story of Kaduveli Siddhar

Kaduveli Siddhar was famed as a very austere hermit. He
lived on the dry leaves fallen from trees. The king of the
country heard of him and offered a reward to one who
would prove this man’s worth. A rich dasi (courtesan) agreed
to do it. She began to live near the recluse and pretended to
attend on him. She gently left pieces of pappadam along
with the dry leaves picked by him. When he had eaten them
she began to leave other kinds of tasty food along with the
dry leaves. Eventually he took good tasty dishes supplied by
her. They became intimate and a child was born to them.
She reported the matter to the king. The king wanted to
know if she could prove their mutual relationship to the
general public. She agreed and suggested a plan of action.

Accordingly the king announced a public dancing
performance by the dasi and invited the people to it. The
crowd gathered and she also appeared, but not before she
had given a dose of purgative to the child and left it in
charge of the saint at home. As the dance was at its height,
the child was crying at home for its mother. The father took
the babe in his arms and went to the dance performance. As
she was dancing heartily, he could not approach her with the
child. She noticed the man and the babe, and contrived to
kick her legs in the dance, so as to unloose one of her
anklets just as she approached the place where the saint
was. She gently lifted her foot and he tied the anklet. The

SRI RAMANA JYOTHI, OCTOBER, 2018 ————————————————————=— 49




public shouted and laughed. But he remained unaffected.
Yet to prove his worth, he sang a Tamil song meaning:

“For victory, let go my anger!

I release my mind when it rushes away.

If it is true that I sleep day and

night quite aware of my Self,

may this stone burst into twain

and become the wide expanse!”

Immediately the stone pillar burst with a loud noise. The
people were astounded. Thus he proved himself an
unswerving jnani. One should not be deceived by the external
appearance of a jnani. Verse 181 of Vedanta Chudamani
further explains this.

Its meaning is as follows: Although a jivanmukta associated
with the body may, owing to his prarabdha, appear to lapse
into ignorance or wisdom, yet he is only pure like the ether
(akasa) which is always itself clear, whether covered by
dense clouds or without being covered by clouds. He always
revels in the Self alone. Though he remains silent like one
devoid of learning, his supineness is due to the implicit duality
of the spoken words of the Vedas; his silence is the highest
expression of the realised non-duality which is after all the
true content of the Vedas. Though he instructs his disciples,
he does not pose as a teacher in the full conviction that the
teacher and disciple are mere conventions born of illusion
(maya), and so he continues to utter words like voice from
the heavens. If, on the other hand, he mutters words
incoherently like a lunatic, it is because his experience is
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inexpressible. If his words are many and fluent like those of
an orator, they represent the recollection of his experience,
since he is the unmoving nondual One without any desire
awaiting fulfilment. Although he may appear grief-stricken
like any other man in bereavement, yet he evinces just the
right love of and pity for the senses which he earlier controlled
before he realised that they were mere instruments and
manifestations of the Supreme Being. When he seems keenly
interested in the wonders of the world, he is only ridiculing
the ignorance born of superimposition. If he appears wrathful
he means well to the offenders. All his actions should be
taken to be only divine manifestations on the plane of humanity.
There should not arise even the least doubt as to his being
emancipated while yet alive. He lives only for the good of
the world.

(Source: Spiritual Stories As Told By Bhagavan)
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