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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in
August/September

Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

3 Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

27" August - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.15 p.m.

Ist September - Bhagavan's Advent Day Celebrations and
Satsang 9.00 a.m. - 12.00 noon
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© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri Ramanasramam
publications in Sri Ramana Jyoti either in excerpted form,
translated form or serialised form totally belong to Sri
Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Sri Bhagavan As I Saw Him
Dr.K.Subrahmanian (Talk 66)

The ashram which you see today is very different from
the ashram that existed during the lifetime of Bhagavan.
There was only one guest house next to the ashram store
which was available to the visitors. You were given a mat to
sleep on, and sometimes, you had to share it with two or
three others. You had to use a wooden plank as pillow.
Generally, nobody was allowed to stay for more than three
days in the guest house. But all the visitors could eat in the
ashram. The austerity of the ashram was extraordinary.
Women were not allowed to stay in the ashram in the night.
Many of them stayed with friends in the town. Now when
you go to the ashram, you have a cottage and you have a
bed that is comfortable.

You got up as early as you could, finished your ablutions,
and went into the hall and sat there in the presence of
Bhagavan. Much of the time Bhagavan was quiet. He would
look at you, or he would look straight before him, and you
got the impression that he was looking into infinity. Every
day, newspapers used to be brought and he used to go
through it. I used to think, “Why does Bhagavan read the
newspaper? What is the need for him to find out what is
going on in the world? Does he not know everything?” Years
later, I got the answer. Bhagavan did not want us to feel that
he was different from all of us. He did everything that we all
do in our daily lives.

He used to sit with his legs stretched out most of the time,
with a slight shaking of the head. But sometimes, he would
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sit like a statue. On those occasions, you would think that if
Shiva appeared on earth, he would be like this. After he
finished reading the newspaper, he would fold it, and carefully
put it in the wrapper in which it came, and send it to the
office. It was a moving sight; nothing was unimportant for
Bhagavan. Whatever he did was so beautiful and perfect.
He used to go for a small stroll before meals, maybe for
fifteen minutes. He would walk very slowly, most of the time
looking at the ground. Summer or winter, Bhagavan walked
without any footwear. Tiruvannamalai is very hot in the
summer and you and I cannot walk without chappals.
Bhagavan used to urge others to go quickly and not follow
him. Kunjuswami used to say, “We were ashamed of
ourselves. Bhagavan would walk slowly as if it were a moonlit
night, and we were rushing for shelter because it was so
hot.”

There were strict instructions that no one should touch
his feet in the hall. So, when he came out for his walk,
occasionally people would be waiting to prostrate before
him and touch his feet. Bhagavan would gently say, that is
enough. But sometimes, they would not leave; they would
start crying and they would say, “Bhagavan must save me.”
Such scenes were very moving. Bhagavan would stand there
for sometime looking at them compassionately, before moving
on.

The other thing that used to puzzle me was this: before he
would get off the sofa, Bhagavan would stretch his legs fully
to massage his feet, his legs and especially his knee with
some oil. He would look at his legs and then look at us with
a smile. It was as though he was telling us, “Just as you do, I
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too have pains in the body!” I used to wonder, Bhagavan,
who is free from body consciousness, why is he doing this?
Again, this was to prove to us that he was one of us. He
never gave the impression that he was far superior to us.

There was once another Swami who took up residence
close to the ashram. A lot of people used to go to him as
there was a belief that he could cure many diseases.
Somebody told about this Swami to Bhagavan when he was
rubbing oil on his knees. Bhagavan smiled on hearing the
curative powers of the Swami and said, “I am very lucky.
Hereafter, all the crowds will go there and nobody will come
here. When they see me they will say this Swamiji has his
own problems, so we need not go to him. I will be left
alone!”

I used to look at Bhagavan intently when he massaged his
feet to find out why he had the problem. A couple of times,
Bhagavan looked towards me and then just smiled as if
saying, “I know you are wondering why it is so. But it is
so!” Tused to be greatly pained to see his physical ailments
in the last three or four years of his life. It was a great puzzle
to me that he did not bother to cure these things. When we
read about the life of Sri Ramakrishna or Sri Bhagavan, we
wonder why is it that they had cancer. We can give all sorts
of answers to this, but the fact is that we cannot understand
great jnanis with our limited minds.

I would like to share with you another thing. We all talk
about the peace we experience in Bhagavan’s presence. But
there were occasions when my mind erupted like a volcano
in the presence of Bhagavan. That is, it became a cauldron
of terrible thoughts. There was no way in which I could
dispel these thoughts; I used to be astonished at the ferocity

SRI  RAMANA JYOTHI, VOL.39, ISSUE-8 32 HYDERABAD, AUGUST-2019

of these thoughts. Unable to bear these thoughts, I used to
go out of the hall and look at the hill. This state sometimes
used to last for about ten minutes, sometimes more than an
hour. And I used to curse myself for not being able to have
peace in the presence of Bhagavan. Then suddenly, without
any reason, the mind would become peaceful again. I would
go inside and look at Bhagavan with great gratitude. A lot
of you have told me that when you sit for meditation
sometimes your mind is awfully disturbed. The reason why I
narrated this experience of mine is to tell you that there is no
need to worry. Bhagavan has said that whatever is inside
has to come out. Eventually, they will get themselves
exhausted. The samskaras of several janmas have to go.
When you think of Bhagavan (or your ishtadevata) during
meditation, all the thoughts that are in your subconscious
mind are brought to the surface. This is something that he
does out of his tremendous compassion. What is extraordinary
is, he doesn’t tell you that he is cleansing your mind. What
might take several janmas are brought to the surface in a
few minutes or in a trice because of his power and peace.
So there is nothing to be depressed about on those occasions.
When this happens, if you look at the picture of Bhagavan
and ask him in all sincerity why such things happen, suddenly
without your knowledge they are removed, and you enjoy a
tremendous peace for a very long time after that. Bhagavan
has said, “When the soldiers come out of the fort, they are
to be killed one by one. So also when we become conscious
of these they are discarded.” Again, we must remember
that this happens through his Grace.
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During the lifetime of Bhagavan, I went round the hill only
once. In spite of everything that others said, I never had any
great urge to go round the hill. T felt I should not leave
Bhagavan’s presence even for a short period. I felt at that
time that Bhagavan was everything; there was no need to go
around the hill. And I was tremendously interested in following
Bhagavan’s Self- Enquiry. My uncle, who was a great devotee
of Kavyakantha, would argue with me saying, “Self-Enquiry
is not for ordinary people. You must take to the bhakti
marga”. 1 would say, “If it was not for ordinary people,
Bhagavan would not have suggested it” and so on. Similarly,
I was not interested in reading any books other than
Aksharamanamalai and Who Am I? and Bhagavan’s
translation of Sankara’s Viveka Chudamani. 1 felt they
contained everything that is necessary for sadhana. 1 also
felt like memorizing Lalitha Sahasranama for the simple
reason that Bhagavan had done Sri Chakrapratishta in the
temple. And therefore, all these things that I talk about now,
like the Bhagavad Gita, Ramayana and Mahabharata
happened after Bhagavan’s Nirvana. Even now, from time
to time, I have the feeling that there is no need to read this
and that. The moment I think like that, somebody comes
and gives me a book and says, “Please read and tell me
your opinion!” On those occasions, | remember Bhagavan’s
remarks, “Don’t make any sankalpa. If something comes of
its own accord, enjoy it. You don’t have to seek anything.”

I have hesitated for a number of years to tell you about
my experiences as [ don’t want you to think that my approach
is the correct one. Each one pursues a particular path, and
that path is chosen for him by the Lord himself.
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Shifting Attention From ‘Seen’ to the ‘Seer’
‘Spiritual Sharing’.
V.Ganesan

Let us focus our attention a little more sharply as how to
shift our “attention’ from non-Truth — the objects ‘seen” —
to the ‘seer’, the TRUTH — the I AM, the SELF, the
INNER SILENCE. The initial gross understanding is that
the external ‘World’ seen is the ‘object’. And, we also
know that one has to live in this “World’ which is inevitable,
and that it is beyond the choice of the individual to reject it,
blatantly.

Sri Bhagavan further guides us: “Constant vigilance and
perseverance is the ‘price’ a spiritual aspirant has to
pay in pursuing the Self-Enquiry.”

A devotee asked: “But, the ‘mind’ slips away from
our control.” Sri Bhagavan soothingly replied: “Be it so.
Do not ‘think’ of it. When you recollect yourself from
being cheated by the ‘mind’, bring it back and turn it
inward. That is enough. No one succeeds without effort.

‘Mind-control’ is not one’s birthright. The successful
few owe their success to their perseverance.”

(Talks: No: 385)

Let us persevere with the ‘Quest’, in obedience
to Guru Ramana’s command.

Sages come to our rescue by saying that there are “Three’
impediments in us which always take our attention away
from the REALITY, and make us plunge, immerse ourselves
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into the ‘objects’ outside of us. And, perhaps, by our
consciously removing paying attention to them, might lead us
to observe successfully the Guru Ramana’s command: “Shift
your attention from non-Truth to TRUTH.” Sages say
that the three impediments are one’s: (1) Name, (2)
Identification and (3) Procrastination. All the three are non-
Truth. How?

(1) What is a ‘Name ’? Isn’t it merely a ‘word’ given to
identify with a specific ‘body’, uttered by another ‘body’?
As we saw, the definition of non-Truth is that It appears at
one time, and disappears at another time. A ‘body’ itself,
thus, is unreal — it is born — ‘appears’ — and it dies —
‘disappears’. When the ‘body’ itself is untrue, is it difficult
to accept that a ‘word” — a ‘Name’ — given to it too is
absolutely unreal? How ferociously attached — all of us
— we are to the ‘Name’ given to us, though we do know it
is fictitious, assumed, imaginary, suppositional and unreal!
So, the first lesson is: “Remove your ‘Name’ from your
consciousness”. Which amounts to: Will you remain silent
— without a ripple of reaction — when your ‘Name’ is
uttered? Don’t answer or argue. Do it “NOW” deep within
you and “experience” the futility of a ‘Name’. That is,

”'

intensely ‘feel” that you are a “nobody

(2) ‘Identification ’: Your taking yourself to be a ‘male’
or a ‘female’ is by itself only an ‘identification’! Feel it,
recognize it. Yet, you go on adding more ‘identifications’ to
it, like, Hindu, Christian,Brahmin, non-Brahmin,
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Buddhist, Easterner, Westerner, Engineer, Doctor, musician,
husband, wife, son, father, mother — endlessly ! Truly, are
you any one of them? Why do you stick to each one of
them and pretend to live that ‘identification’? See the true
falsehood behind them. Free yourself from each one of
them — any form of ‘identification’ — right NOW! Do it!

(3)’Procrastination’: Droppingoff of ‘Name’ and
‘Identification ’ is done forthwith, instantaneously,
spontaneously.

Pondering over doing it, postponing it, not recognizing
giving importance to it, pretend to have not been able to
accept it on the ground of non-understanding as to how or
why to do it — all these forms of avoiding releasing yourself
from ‘Name’ and ‘Identification’ is ‘Procrastination’
— postponement! ‘Postponement’ means giving importance
to ‘“Time’ and not respecting the ‘NOW’. Any form of
‘procrastination’ brings in the elements of ‘past’ and ‘future’.
‘Past’ and ‘future’ are mere ‘thoughts’ and not at all real or
true!

Release yourself — right HERE and NOW — from the
false tyrannical grip over you by ‘Name ’, ‘Identification ’
and ‘Procrastination ’! 'You have achieved the first step in

the act of “Shifting your attention from non-Truth to
TRUTH !

Sri Bhagavan says: “All new appearances are bound to
disappear. Anything created will certainly be destroyed.
The ‘Eternal’ is not born nor does it die. ‘YOU’ are the
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Eternal; ‘YOU’ are the TRUTH. You are confounding
appearances with REALITY. Do not do it. Abide as the
‘TRUTH’. Engage yourself in the ‘living Present’.”
(TALKS, No.238)

All three: (1) “Name 7, (2) “Identification” and (3)
“Procrastination” are appearances imposing themselves on
the Reality of “/ AM ” — one’s TRUE NATURE. Shift
your attention from these three impediments to your TRUE
NATURE of’l AM ™. 1t is easy, direct and a natural
process. Immerse yourself in that Sacred State of
“Nothingness” and be a “Nobody’!

* * *

In the waking state, we shall witness the dance
of the senses. In dream, we shall see the dance
of the mind. In the thought-free sleep, we shall
perform the void-dance of non-existence and ever
remain as the exalted Reality.

- Swarupa Saram

* * *

By this Samadhi, all desires and the knots of the
Heart are destroyed, as well as all actions,
internally, and externally. And without any effort
on the part of the individual, comes the
manifestation of the Self. Simultaneously comes
the destruction of the mind and desires, and
realization of the Self.

Viveka Chudamani, Verse 363
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Sri Ramana Chatvarimsat Verse 6
V Krithivasan

Tamfaufeadal e eramafdgEatates |
Ifcreriafd aRareral aRag T faFarga i

Namataamatibhaktimataamnidhinaa
Ghanataapavidhoonanasannidhinaa
Yatidharmatatimparipaalayata
Paritaschatamovinivaarayata

Word Meaning:

atibhaktimataam: ardent devotees, Namataam: (who)
worship/ adore; nidhinaa: treasure;

Ghanataapa: dense misery;
vidhoonana: removing;

sannidhinaa: presence;
Yatidharmatatim: duties of ascetic life;

paripaalayata: observing/ maintaining; Paritascha:
surrounding;

tamo: darkness;
vinivaarayata: destroying
Verse Meaning:

For adoring devotees, he is a divine treasure. His presence
destroys dense misery. He maintains the duties of the ascetic,
and he destroys darkness (ignorance) all around.

Sri Bhagavan’s glorious presence was recognized by his
devotees as a great treasure, nidhi, from the day he arrived
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in Tiruvannamalai. The ‘fragrance’ of his Svaanubhuti (Self-
Realisation) was unmistakable, and humans, birds and animals
were attracted to him like iron filings to magnet. The scholars
among his devotees have poured out their adoration in
enchanting poetry. Muruganar, the Tamil poet, has composed
close to 30,000 verses on Bhagavan, a great feat by any
standard. Kavyakantha has glorified the divine qualities of
Bhagavan, not only in Chatvarimsat, but also in Ramana
Gita and Umasahasram. Many other scholars, both Indian
and Western, have written voluminous books about Sri
Bhagavan’s spiritual attainment, the greatest nidhi for
mankind.

Kavyakantha remarks upon the calming effect his sannidhi
(presence) had on the minds of those who turned to him.
Innumerable instances have been recorded of devotees whose
intense grief and sadness (ghanataapa) evaporated
miraculously on receiving a compassionate look or consoling
words from the Maharshi. He was able to radiate the peace
he himself was anchored in, all the time.

The following is an interesting account from Kitty Osborne:
“One of the memories I have is rather strange because to
this day, I can recall my amazement and yet nothing actually
happened at all! A lady from north India came to see
Bhagavan, and was provided accommodation in our house.
I recollect that I could not bear to stay in the same room
with her as she was so tense, unhappy and nervous. Her
unhappiness made me tense too. I came to know that against
her parents’ wishes, she had married the man she loved. For

SRI  RAMANA JYOTHI, VOL.39, ISSUE-8 40 HYDERABAD, AUGUST-2019

their honeymoon they went to the seaside. They enjoyed
one week of great happiness. One day, he was killed by a
shark while swimming, right in front of her eyes. Since then,
the distraught widow was travelling throughout India, visiting
various holy men. At each place, she wanted answer for just
one thing, ‘“Why should such a thing happen if there was a
God?’ She was an aggressively angry lady. I became nervous
when my mother asked me to take her to Bhagavan. I just
showed her the hall and ran off to play! At lunch time I went
to collect her and bring her home, most reluctantly. But I
was amazed to see the change in her, in just that one hour.
She was calm, relaxed and happy! I was so awed and
intrigued that I wanted to know what Bhagavan had said to
her. Whatever it was must have been words of greatest
wisdom I felt. My mother later told me, ‘She did not ask
Bhagavan anything and he did not say anything. She simply
sat there and Bhagavan merely looked at her with such
compassion that she felt that her questions were not important
anymore!” Not a word was spoken, and she felt peaceful.”

The verse then talks about the extraordinary asceticism
(vati dharmam) that Bhagavan exhibited. Adi Sankara
describes the qualities of an ascetic in his Yati Panchakam,
five verses on Yati. These descriptions admirably fit the life
that Bhagavan led. These verses describe Yati as someone
“who always derives happiness in discussing lofty spiritual
truths; he is ever pleased in begging for his food; always free
from sorrow; content with taking shelter under a tree; his
palms are his eating vessel; he shuns riches; he is fully satisfied
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with the bliss within; he curbs his senses completely; he
takes delight in Brahman always; he remains ever a witness
to worldly affairs”, etc.

The word yati generally means someone following the
sannyasaashrama. Once Bhagavan said he was an ati-
ashrami, transcending the four ashramas, namely,
brahmacharya, grahastasrama, vanaprastha and sanyasa
ashrama. Thus, the necessity for the ritualistic danda (stick)
enjoined for sannyasis had no meaning for him. Referring
to this, Kavyakantha says in Ramana Gita, he was
Dandapani (a name for Lord Subrahmanya) without carrying
a danda! Bhagavan mentioned names like Suka Brahmarishi,
Rishabha, and Jada Bharatha (all from Puranic times) as
examples of atyashramis.

The last line of the verse talks about Bhagavan’s
extraordinary capability to dispel doubts or ignorance (famo)
from the minds of all. His maunam was so powerful that it
served as a perfect communicator. It bypassed the confused
mind and reached straightaway the hearts of the devotees,
dispelling the endless doubts. In this, Bhagavan equalled
Dakshinamoorthy, says Kavyakantha in Ramana Gita:

sreri Rerdl g IR g€ Jeard

Brahmyamstithou tu pitaram vatamoolavasam.

This verse,thus, brings out the glory of Sri Bhagavan’s
sannidhi.
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Lest We Forget - Sri R.J. Doshi
G. Sri Hari Rao

[Sri Doshi was the first Managing Editor of Sri Ramana
Jyothi, and it needs to be said that he was largely responsible
for starting the journal. His gruff exterior masked his love
and affection for the fellow devotees. An important founder
member, and a devotee with deep feelings of respect and
regard for the Kendram, Sri Doshi will be remembered with
love and gratitude by all the Devotees of Sri Ramana
Kendram, Hyderabad, who knew him and interacted with
him. Sri Doshi served as our third President (1982-83) during
which period Sri J.Krishna Murthy was our Secretary — Ed]

Sri R.J.Doshi was a remarkable person, and a sincere
devotee. His house in Himayatnagar (Hyderguda) was one
of the seven Centres where weekly satsangs took place
without fail on every Wednesday, and attended regularly by
Dr. K.S. Though he had a debility in one of his hands, he
drove expertly with the other, his Ambassador car. Many
devotees used to get a lift in his car. When Sri Balarama
Reddy Garu was in Hyderabad for seven weeks in 1983,
Sri Doshi was his ’charioteer’ during the period. Similarly,
whenever the President of Sri Ramanasramam visited
Hyderabad, Sri Doshi used to drive him in his car to the
places desired by the President. He thought it was a privilege
to serve the President.

Sri Doshi was the main force behind Sri Ramana Jyothi
in its formative years. He not only functioned as its Managing
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Editor, but also contributed handsomely towards its finances.
I remember, very vividly, an instance that took place near
our house in Ramnagar. He and my father (Sri G.V.
Rajeswara Rao) were having a discussion about Sri Ramana
Jyothi which was running on a deficit of Rs 1000/- per
month in those days. The shortfall was met by Sri Doshi
month after month. My father made a request to Sri Doshi
that he be allowed to share half of the burden and ease the
strain on him. Sri Doshi very vehemently opposed the
proposal, saying, “Mr.Rao! I cannot do what you are doing.
Please allow me to do what I can.” That was his humility
and large heartedness.

Another incident, which will be etched in my memory
forever, took place in the Abids Taj Mahal Hotel where Sri
Balarama Reddy Garu was staying during his visit to
Hyderabad. I was alone with Sri Reddy Garu one evening
when Sri Subba Raju Garu, from West Godavari District,
came to visit Sri Reddy Garu. They conversed for some
time, and when the time for departure came, Sri Raju Garu
took out Rs 400/- from his pocket, and was handing it over
to me as a donation for Sri Ramana Jyothi. 1 was about to
receive the money when Sri Balarama Reddy Garu stopped
me, and asked that the sum be kept aside. A little later, Sri
Doshi entered the room. After the introductions were over,
Sri Balarama Reddy Garu explained to Sri Doshi what had
happened. Sri Doshi, in his characteristic gruff tone said,
“We do not accept donations for Sri Ramana Jyothi. 1f
you so desire, you may please give a list of names and
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addresses of the devotees of your choice, and we can accept
this money as their subscription money.”” Sri Balarama Reddy
Garu was overjoyed, and exclaimed, “That is Sri Ramana
Kendram, Hyderabad!” Sri Subba Raju garu was so pleased
that he gave another two hundred rupees and furnished a
long list of names to whom the journal could be sent. The
incident reveals the value systems of Sri Doshi, and how
meticulously he followed the principles of Dr.K.S. The
amounts collected as life subscriptions of Sri Ramana Jyothi
were duly saved as fixed deposits of the Kendram by Sri
Doshi.

Due to old age, he could not come regularly to the Kendram
in his later years. Every month, a devotee from Sri Ramana
Kendram used to take five copies of Sri Ramana Jyothi and
give them to Sri Doshi. This continued for about 10-12
years. He was always receiving them with great devotion,
and would regularly enquire about the activities at the
Kendram. Sri Doshi’s family members always treated the
Kendram devotees visiting their residence with respect.

Sri Doshi passed away in December 2012, and his wife
followed him in March 2018. Mrs.Doshi made it a point to
donate Rs 1000 every year on the occasion of her husband’s
birthday.Blessed is Sri Doshi and blessed are his family
members.
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The Story Of Ribhu And Nidagha

Although Ribhu taught his disciple the supreme truth of
the One Brahman without a second, Nidagha, in spite of his
erudition and understanding, did not get sufficient conviction
to adopt and follow the path of jrnana, but settled down in
his native town to lead a life devoted to the observance of
ceremonial religion.

But the sage loved his disciple as deeply as the latter
venerated his master. In spite of his age, Ribhu would himself
go to his disciple in the town, just to see how far the latter
had outgrown his ritualism. At times the sage went in disguise,
so that he might observe how Nidagha would act when he
did not know that he was being observed by his master.

On one such occasion, Ribhu, who had put on the disguise
of a village rustic, found Nidagha intently watching a royal
procession. Unrecognized by the town dweller Nidagha, the
village rustic enquired what the bustle was all about, and
was told that the King was going in procession. “Oh! It is
the King. He goes in procession! But where is he?”” asked
the rustic.

“There, on the elephant”, said Nidagha.

“You say the King is on the elephant. Yes, I see the two”
said the rustic, “but which is the King and which is the
elephant?”’

“What!” exclaimed Nidagha, “You see the two, but do
not know that the man above is the King and the animal
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below is the elephant? Where is the use of talking to a man
like you?”’

“Pray, be not impatient with an ignorant man like me”,
begged the rustic. “But you said ‘above’ and ‘below’, what
do they mean?”

Nidagha could stand it no more. “You see the King and
the elephant, the one above and the other below. Yet you
want to know what is meant by ‘above’ and ‘below’?”
burst out Nidagha. “If things seen and words spoken convey
so little to you, action alone can teach you. Bend forward
and you will know it all too well.”

The rustic did as he was told. Nidagha got on his shoulders
and said, “Know it now. I am above as the King; you are
below as the elephant. Is that clear enough?”’

“No, not yet”, was the rustic’s quiet reply. “You say you
are above like the King, and I am below like the elephant.
The ‘King’, the ‘elephant’, ‘above’ and ‘below’, so far it is
clear. But pray, tell me what you mean by ‘you’ and ‘I’?”

When Nidagha was thus confronted all of a sudden with
the mighty problem of defining the “You’ apart from the ‘I,
light dawned on his mind. At once, he jumped down and fell
at his master’s feet saying, “Who else but my venerable
Master, Ribhu, could have thus drawn my mind from the
superficialities of physical existence to the true Being of the
Self? Benign Master, | crave thy blessings.”

* * *
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Accepting Death

Once, during the Skandasram days, Bhagavan, Kapali
Sastri, and a few other devotees were getting ready to leave
for Giripradakshinam. At that moment, they got a message
that Manavasi Ramaswami Iyer had fainted and was lying in
Virupaksha Cave, in a critical state.

Immediately, Bhagavan went to the Virupaksha Cave and
saw that Ramasami Iyer was indeed fighting for his life. His
heartbeat was erratic; all vital signs were slowing down.
Bhagavan sat down near Ramasami Iyer and placed his
hand on Iyer’s head. In a few minutes, Ramasami Iyer
regained consciousness and sat up. He appeared to be
perfectly normal.

But Bhagavan had gone into a very unusual state. He was
sitting totally motionless, with no signs of life. Slowly, his
body slid down and came to rest against the wall. When
Bhagavan remained in this unresponsive state for an hour,
Kapali Sastri realized the seriousness of the situation. He ran
to Skandasram and got a bottle of olive oil. Rushing back to
Virupaksha Cave, he vigorously rubbed some olive oil on
Bhagavan’s head. In a little while, Bhagavan came back to
normalcy, and climbed up to Skandasram once again.

Later, when Kapali Sastri asked him about what had
happened, Bhagavan replied, “Ramasami sat up, but I could
not move. Only when the oil was rubbed on my head, I felt
my senses returning. It felt good.”

(Source: Ramana Thiruvilayadal Thirattu)
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An Appeal to the Devotees.

It is close to forty years since Sri Ramana
Kendram Hyderabad started publishing Sri
Ramana Jyoti. By Sri Bhagavan’s grace, the
publication is going on without missing a single
issue in all these years. In accordance with the
guidelines provided by Dr. K.Subrahmanian
(Dr.K.S), the founder of the Kendram and the
journal, the content of the journal is largely
devoted to Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi, his
devotees, the books referred to by him, and the
books written on him. Recently we have started
publishing brief pen pictures of posthumous
senior devotees of Sri Ramana Kendram, who
have significantly contributed to the sanctity and
growth of the Kendram. It is hoped that these
accounts are of interest and a source of
inspiration to the reader-devotees, especially of
the younger generation.

It is our sincere request to the readers to
provide their honest feedback about Sri Ramana
Jyoti and its contents. This will enable us to
continuously improve the quality of the journal
in line with the expectations of the reader
community. -Editor
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Viranminda Nayanar

Viranminda Nayanar was born in Sengunru, a hilly place.
He was a farmer, who was a staunch devotee of Lord Siva.
Through His grace, he was free from ahamkara and
mamakara. He had equal vision. He served His devotees
and attained purity of mind. To him, worship of Siva Bhaktas
was superior to the worship of Lord Siva Himself. He felt
that no one could get Siva’s Grace without first worshipping
Siva Bhaktas and one who insults them, however great he
may be, cannot get salvation. Daily, he used to visit the
temple. Before worshipping the Lord, he used to worship
the Siva Bhaktas who might be found there.

He left Sengunru on a pilgrimage and came toTiruvarur.
One day, when he was in the great temple of Tiruvarur,
Sundaramurthi Nayanar, who was treated by Lord Siva as
His friend, came to the temple. Sundarar by-passed the
Bhaktas who were in the outer periphery of the temple, and
went straight to the sanctum sanctorum to worship the
Lord. Viranmindar, who was observing this, was very much
upset. He could not tolerate this insult to His Bhaktas. He
said to Sundarar: “Fie upon you! You have insulted the Siva
Bhaktas by being indifferent to their presence. By this act,
you have rendered yourself unfit to remain in the holy circle
of Bhaktas. Hence, you are excommunicated from this
circle.” He further added: “And, fie upon Lord Siva too, for
having so thoughtlessly accepted such improper worship at
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your hands!” So firm was he in his conviction that he could
thus ‘reprimand’ God Himself! In fact, it was Siva Himself
Who spoke through him to instruct everyone in the proper
attitude they should have towards His Bhaktas.

Sundarar immediately understood Viranmindar’s great
attitude towards the Bhaktas, as well as towards Lord Siva,
and prostrated before him. He then sang a Padigam praising
him. The Padigam melted Viranmindar’s heart so much that
he greeted Sundarar and said: ““Your mind is well established
in the service of Siva Bhaktas. You have got sincere
devotion to them.” Lord Siva was greatly pleased with
Viranmindar’s steadfastness in his devotion to Siva Bhaktas.
Revealing in this manner the great glory of Viranminda
Nayanar, He then elevated him to His Supreme Abode.

Life Subscription (15 years): Rs.750/- Annual Subscription:
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Donations in favour of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad are
exempt (50%) from Income Tax under Section 80G.
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