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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in December
Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3 Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
10" December - Karthigai Deepam - 6.00 p.m.
14" December (Every 2" Saturday of the month) Uma
Sahasram recitation from 12.00 noon - 5.00 p.m.
4. 14" December - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.30 p.m.
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© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form
totally belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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We Must Let Ourselves be Possessed by God
Dr.K.Subrahmanian (Talk 53)

We sometimes feel that even though we worship God,
He does not give us the strength we need. But if we
sincerely analyse ourselves, we will be conscious of the fact
that we don’t love God as much as we love the things of
this world. If I am intensely aware of the fact that | don’t
love God the way | love the world, there is hope. We cry
so much for our money, for our children, and so on, but
who is it that cries for God? On the other hand, saints and
sages cried for God, and they did not want anything else.
To the extent that we think of God, to that extent we get
relief. The moment | realize | am stupid, | become wise.
Similarly, if I am utterly convinced that | really don’t love
God enough, then something remarkable happens. The
realization that I am only making use of God for the
comforts of the world, leads to greater awareness. This
attitude is possible only through the grace of God. All the
saints and sages have said, “Oh Lord! | don’t think of you
always. Even now my interest in worldly life is not gone.”
How much more should we say this!

We all want complete peace of mind, and at the same
time,we are worried about our job, our family and about
so many things. On such occasions, if we think, “Why
should I worry? He knows what is good for me. My
worrying is not going to change anything.” When you have
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that feeling, then your burden is lightened. Many of us also
think that Ramana Maharshi gives only jnana, and if I want
money, | must go to, say, Lord Venkateswara. We hear
people tell us that he prayed to the Lord for money, and
when he earned a substantial sum immediately thereafter,
he donated fifty thousand rupees to Lord Venkatewara.
When you hear such things,you think that you should also
be doing this. Bhagavan Ramana says things like, “Don’t
think of all these things; nobody can prevent you from
getting what you are destined to get, and so, you must do
your duty.” This is when our Love of God or our guru is
put to severe test.

One day, in the Kali temple of Dakshineswar, a thief
entered and took away all the jewels of the Mother. And
someone asked Sri Ramakrishna, “What kind of Goddess
is your Kali, as She could not look after Her own jewels?
And you say that She is the one who created the whole
universe. Will She be able to look after the whole world,
including you and me?l have no faith in your Kali, it is all
amyth.” It seems Sri Ramakrishna replied, “It is you who
put these jewels on the Mother; She did not ask for them.
As far as she is concerned, she is not bothered if she has
the jewels or whether she has nothing. It is you who attach
a lot of value to Her jewels. When that is taken away, you
feel that Kali has no power to look after Her jewels. So,
we attribute to the Mother the feelings we have with regard
to money or this and that.”
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Shankara says, “Chidanandaroopa shivoham shivoham,
I am Shiva himself.” Is it an experience, or is it just a
repetition of what others have said? As far as we are
concerned, we repeat what others have said, because at
least for sometime it gives us satisfaction. But is it an
experience? If everything is God, we won’t have the kind
of quarrels that we have. Bhagavan says everything in this
universe is God. This is his experience. All of us, when
we think of the mind, we say the mind is in the body.
Similarly, we think that the Self is in the body, and so we
concentrate inside. But intellectually, theoretically, we also
know that the Self or Atman is everywhere. If it is every
where, is there any place where it is not? Our confusion
about inside and outside is due to our identification with
the body. When we realise this, then we realise that the
Self is not in the body, but the body is in the Self. The
body will go one day, but the Self will continue. Therefore,
it is the body that is in the Self, and not the Self that is in
the body. In order to realize this, one should not have body
CONSCiousness.

Bhagavan talks about the heart being on the right side,
because we all think in terms of the body. He adds that it
is not just in the body,but it is everywhere, including your
body. Because Bhagavan realized the difficulties involved
in understanding this by some, he said, “If you cannot
pursue this, if you cannot do this “Who am I’ enquiry, then
surrender to him.” Surrender is the highest prayer and is
the greatest sadhana. What does it mean? It means having
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the attitude, “My Lord! Do as you want, Your will is my
will.” That again is most difficult; we accept this when
things are good, and we don’t accept this when things are
bad. So, we can only pray that He should make us think
of him as often as possible. If on the other hand, we say,
“l think of God, but he has not done anything for me!”
then we are acting like a businessman. The attitude, “I
thought of you, so you must do this for me, in turn,” is
not Surrender. Bhagavan says,”There is not going to be a
time when you will not have problems. So long as you are
alive, you will have problems. Nobody can escape from
this. The only place where you won’t have problems is the
graveyard. Once you are dead, you won’t have any
problems. If by His grace,you think of Him as often as
possible, in the midst of all problems, you will have
extraordinary peace.”

Another thing you realize is that happiness comes to you
when you make other people happy. When a person does
something for others without expecting anything in return,
he naturally becomes happy. Bhagavan didn’t need
anything from anyone of us. In his extraordinary state of
experience, he could have lived far away from the crowds.
But he chose to come down to our level; he subjected
himself to all the disciplines, and made himself available
to everyone for all the twenty-four hours. From our side,
it must be terrible, even for one hour we can’t be like that.
But because he was full of pure ananda, he shared it, and
spread it all around. Bhagavan says, “If you are possessed
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by God, you will always be in a state of bliss,and whatever
happens, your bliss will not be affected. You will place all
your burdens on Him and remain happy. You will remain
fixed in hridaya, in chit. So, the mind which has emerged
from the Self will merge back in the Self.”

For this to happen, we must have humility. Pride can
take on several forms, and the worst kind of pride is the
spiritual pride. If I tell others that | am a great devotee of
God or Bhagavan, then my progress will be limited. But
if 1 tell myself, how is it that | don’t think of you more
often, O Lord? How is it that I forget you from time to
time? There is hope. In this regard, it will be interesting
to see Krishna’s attitude towards two of His devotees,
Kuchela and Uddhava.

Kuchela considered himself as nothing, he had totally
surrendered himself to Krishna and was totally possessed
by Krishna. He did not ask for anything from Krishna, and
Krishna gave everything that his wife needed, not what
Kuchela needed. Kuchela was least interested in this- he
spent the rest of his life meditating on Him, not thinking
of the property that Krishna had given. Krishna did not
give any Upadesa to Kuchela; he did not need any
instructions in life, he had already attained total
contentment. Whereas, Uddhava who apeared to be a
jnani, was really not so. Therefore, Krishna had to tell him
what he should do or not do; and that is what we call as
Uddhava Gita. Talking about His devotees like Kuchela,
Ambarisha and the Gopis, Krishna says, “They had given
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up everything for my sake,and therefore, it is my duty to
look after them, without their asking. Because they trust
me, they won’t even cry for help, they leave everything to
me. In this matter, | don’t have any freedom whatsoever.
It is my responsibility to look after my devotees because
these great devotees won’t ask anything for themselves.”

That is the state that we must aim for, and it is a state
that is given to us through His grace. Once that state is
given to us, we will accept everything as His will. What is
to happen will happen, what is destined not to happen, will
not happen, and therefore, be silent. This was the advice
that Bhagavan gave to his mother when she first met him
in Tiruvannamalai. But Bhagavan also added, “Everyone
has a job to do in this world, and do it to the best of your
ability and surrender the fruits of action to Him. You will
have that peace, and that peace will be conveyed to others
also.” So, when you are happy, people around you will be
happy. When you have peace, that peace will be conveyed
to the people around you. There is no need for talk because
such people have no individuality of their own, they are
not interested in anything for themselves. Shankara says,
“O Lord, give me this humility to understand that | am a
nobody. Having a small mind, how can | comprehend the
infinite?” The only way we can experience Him is by His
coming into our mind and taking full possession of
ourselves.

* Kk %
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Kavyakantha’s Sri Ramana Chatvarimsat
V.Krithivasan

Verse 10
eRUTERSISHAM STl
CRUIGEEIRGLIC Gl

TR Yl TRUGI
OH FRIfE I

dharaNeedharaja-ankamapi thyajataa
dharaNee tala vaasi tamodhutaye
naraveshabhrutaa nagarandhrakrutaa
ramanena sanaatham idam bhuvanam

Word Meaning:
dharaNeedharaja-ankamapi: dharaNeedhara means a
mountain. With the addition of jaa, the meaning
becomes ‘daughter of the Mountain’, that is, Parvati
Devi;
ankam: lap;
api: even;
tyajataa: leaving;
dharaNee tala vaasi: earthlings, creatures of this world,;
tamodhutaye: (for) chasing away the darkness of
ignorance;
naraveshabhrutaa: in the guise of a human being;
nagarandhrakrutaa: piercing the (Krauncha) hill;
ramanena: in Sri Ramana;
idam bhuvanam: this world;
sanatham: (has found) Lord and Protector.
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Verse Meaning:

Lord Subrahmanya, who pierced the Krauncha Hill, has
even abandoned the lap of His mother Parvati Devi, the
daughter of the Mountain, and has come down to earth in
the garb of a man, to drive away the darkness of ignorance
of earthlings. The world has found in Sri Ramana, its Lord
and Protector.

Both dharaNeedhara and naga mean the same in
Sanskrit, namely, a Mountain. The third line of the verse
refers to the popular legend mentioned in Skanda
Puranam. The very avatar of Lord Subrahmanya was for
the purpose of vanquishing a number of asuras who were
fearlessly tormenting innocent people, rishis and even the
devas. The devas felt that only a son born of Lord Siva
would be powerful enough to kill the asuras. Their prayers
were answered when Lord Subrahmanya took birth out of
the Effulgence of Lord Siva’s third eye. The very first
asura who fell to Lord Subrahmanya was Krauncha. This
asura had the power to assume the shape of a mountain
and crush people. When Sage Agastya, at the command
of Lord Siva, was proceeding South, Krauncha decided
to play his cruel game. Aware of the trick the asura was
playing, the rishi cursed him to remain in the shape of the
mountain till he came to perish at the hands of Lord
Subrahmanya. With His powerful spear (Vel Ayudham),
Lord Subrahmanya cuts the Krauncha Giri into two, and
vanquishes the demon. This Mountain is in Bellary district
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of Karnataka, and an aerial view reveals the neat slice the
Vel has made on the mountain from top to bottom! A few
centuries old Subrahmanya temple stands in the vicinity of
this mountain.

Ganapathi Muni refers to this legend and connects it
with Sri Ramana. As the Muni looked on Bhagavan as
none other than Lord Subrahmanya, the exploits of the
Lord are transferred to his Guru in these verses. The legend
actually symbolizes the piercing of the dense, dark
‘aavarana’, the veil thrown over our Real Nature through
the process of self-enquiry, the spear that Sri Ramana
wielded. With the ray of Consciousness emanating from
the Divine, moola avidya, the primal ignorance is dispelled.
Skanda, the son of Parvati, is the offspring of
Consciousness. Interestingly, this same Chit Shakthi,
manifested out of another Mountain, the Himavan. The
poet says, leaving even the comforts of his Mother’s lap,
Skanda decided to put on the garb of a human body, and
responded to the call of the suffering humanity, and came
down to earth. It is a well known fact that man recognizes
God only when he comes down as man, in his own form.

The poet concludes the verse by the moving statement,
“The world has found its Protector and Lord (sanatham)
in Sri Ramana.”

* k%
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‘Lest We Forget’

Sri G. Narayana Swami
Sri Panduranga Rao

[Sri G. Narayana Swami was a great devotee of
Bhagavan. A god-fearing person, he was interested in
religious rituals and pilgrimages. Sri Swami was a senior
member of the Kendram. The writer of this article, Sri
Panduranga Rao, is a close relative of Sri Swami, and also
an active devotee of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad.
It is a great coincidence that Sri Narayan Swami and Sri
Balarama Reddy garu were born in the same year 1908,
and departed from this world too in the same year - 1995.
The write-up is an endeavor of the Kendram to bring out
the different facets of Mr. Narayana Swami’s spiritual
journey, culminating into deep-seated devotion for
Bhagavan and Arunachala. Editor]

Sri Gavvala Narayana Swami was born on 16th October
1908 as the first child of Sri Chandrayya and Smt
Janakamma. He was an active person, and brilliant at
studies. After qualifying as a surveyor, he joined the Nizam
Government service as Senior Surveyor and Associate
Engineer. He was a pious person, involving himself in
religious activities; he often went on pilgrimages with his
mother.

On one occasion, Sri Narayana Swami happened to see
the photograph of Bhagavan Ramana Maharshi at his
father-in-law’s place, and this left a great impression on
him. In 1942, on Vaikuntha Ekadasi, he went to
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Pandharipur for Lord Panduranga’s darshan. There was a
heavy rush of pilgrims that day. He had to join duty the
next day, and was anxious whether he would be able to
have the darshan in time. At that point, an unknown person
came searching in that sea of devotees, and informed him
that his Guru was waiting to see him. Sri Swami was
wonderstruck, as he did not know who the caller was, and
how the messenger had identified him The person informed
him that his Guru had told him what colour clothes Swami
would be wearing.

The Guru was none other than Sri Gajanan Maharaj, a
well-known figure in Maharashtra. He had spent some time
with Bhagavan Ramana Maharshi in Tiruvannamalai. The
Guru called a senior officer of the temple, and asked him
to facilitate an early darshan of the deity. Sri Narayana
Swami was totally surprised over this incident. Later, when
he had a son, out of great devotion, he named him Pandari
Nath.

In 1944, Sri Narayana Swami and his father-in-law
undertook a pilgrimage of temples and holy places in South
India. Someone suggested that a visit to Tiruvannamalai
to have a darshan of Arunachaleswara and the Maharshi.
When he visited the Ramanasramam, and was in the
presence of the Maharshi, Sri Narayana Swami was
overwhelmed, and his entire body trembled the moment
the Maharshi’s looks fell on him. He was dumbfounded
and the Maharshi simply told him *Summa Iru’.
Subsequent to this visit, Narayana Swami named his next
born *‘Ramana’.

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,39, ISSUE-12 40 HYDERABAD, DECEMBER-2019

When in 1946, Sri Narayana Swami had a personal
problem, he wrote a letter about it to the Maharshi.
Sarvadhikari Niranjananda Swami, replied to the letter in
his own writing, mentioning that the letter had been placed
before Bhagavan. Needless to say, the problem was solved.
In January 1950, on hearing the news that Bhagavan’s
health was deteriorating, he visited Tiruvannamalai and
obtained Bhagavan’s blessings.

A public notice issued by Dr.K.S about the starting of a
weekly Ramana satsangs at Hyderabad, Narayana Swami
started regularly participating in them. Sri Swami also used
to hold satsangs in his house. On the occasion of the 100"
birthday of the Maharshi, Dr. K.S. distributed large-size
photographs of the Maharshi to the satsang members. I,
being a close relative, took a photo wrapped carefully, and
then presented it to Narayana Swami. On seeing the
Maharshi’s picture, his hands trembled; his joy knew no
bounds and he went into a trance.

Sri Narayana Swami had special reverence and regard
for Dr.K.S, who used to evince particular interest and love
to the devotees who had had the darshan of Sri Bhagavan.
Dr.K.S. used to make enquiries whenever Narayana Swami
missed some satsangs. After his wife’s demise, Narayana
Swami limited himself to his residence, fixing his looks on
Bhagavan’s picture for hours together. Dr.K.S. called on
him and consoled him on such occasions.

Sri Narayana Swami left his body on 6th February 1995,
after a short ailment. Many of the family members expired
subsequently, one after another, within a short period,
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except the two sons — Pandari Nath and Ramana, who
were graced by the name of the Gurus who blessed their
father.

The members of the Kendram pay their respects to this
great devotee, who was a regular member of the
Hyderabad Kendram.

SAMMATVAM

Ramana Mabharshi himself said that during one of those
short visits (of mother to Madurai), she became very angry
with Subba Lakshmi, his aunt for what his mother saw as
ill-treatment of her son. Venkatraman had been helping his
aunt by carrying big heavy brass pots filled with water for
the family’s use on his shoulders from the neighbour’s well.
The sight of her son doing this menial labour was not
acceptable to Alagammal, and she used some harsh words
to let the aunt know of her feelings. Nevertheless, during
her subsequent visit to Madurai, Alagammal found herself
in need of water from the neighbour’s well. When she
asked her young son to carry the bucket of water for her
he then reminded her that if there was no objection to his
carrying the water for her, how could it be considered ill
treatment when his aunt asked him for the same help? Even
at such a young age, Venkatraman was blessed with an
innate sense of fairness. He saw no difference between the
mother and his aunt, and wished that his mother could have
the same sense of ‘samatvam’ (equality).

Allagammal’s Journey, Geeta Bhatt
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Saints of Periapuranam
Manakkanjara Nayanar

Kanjaarur was a fertile place in the Chola kingdom. The
people were all Siva Bhaktas. In this place, there lived a
staunch devotee of Lord Siva by name Manakkanjaranar.
In Sivabhaktha Vilasam, this devotee has the name, Mana
Vikrama. He was a farmer by caste, and a hereditary
Commander in the King’s Army. People of the community
had the highest regard for him. He was a contemporary
of Sundaramurthi Nayanar. He was the personification of
humility. To him, adoration of Siva Bhaktas was the highest
form of worship of the Lord. He would read their minds
from their look, and would serve them without their
asking.

He had no children for a long time. He worshipped Siva
with faith and devotion and obtained the boon from Him.
Nayanar celebrated the birth of his divine daughter, with
a lot of charity. In due time, the girl attained marriageable
age. Beautiful as the girl was, her special bueauty lay in
her thicket-like lustrous dark hair which reached her heels.
She was engaged to be married to Eyarkon Kalikamar,
who was also an earnest and sincere devotee of the Lord.
The date of the wedding had been fixed and all
arrangements made.

In the meantime, Lord Siva wanted to shower His
supreme grace on the Nayanar. He took the form of a great
tapasvin (man of great austerities), wearing the sacred
ash on his forehead, matted locks adorned with a garland
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of bones, and a sacred thread made of human hair on his
chest. The Siva Yogi appeared before Manakkanjaranar
who received him with great delight. When the ascetic
enquired about the cause of the festive appearance of the
house, Nayanar explained that his daughter was to wed
that day. He asked the girl to bow to the ascetic and
receive his blessings. The ascetic saw her flowing hair, and
said: “Oh noble soul, I am delighted to see her hair. To us
it will serve to make the sacred thread of five strands,
going by the name Panchavati (the thread that adorns my
chest).”

What a request to make and that too on the auspicious
occasion of the girl’s wedding! All those gathered for the
grand wedding gasped collectively. But the facial
expression of the Nayanar did not change. Without
hesitation, the Nayanar took a scimitar (a sharp knife) and
cut the daughter’s hair. He told the Siva Yogi, “I feel
blessed that that these tresses of my daughter have become
worthy for a useful purpose. Please accept them”, and
handed it to the ascetic. Simultaneously with the shearing
of the hair of his blessed daughter, the extraordinary
devotee sheared off the attachments that stood in the way
of his attaing Mukti. In his extreme devotion to the Siva
Yogi, he did not even consider the fact that he was
disfiguring his only daughter, and that the bridegroom
might refuse to accept her. The Lord in the form of the
ascetic immediately disappeared. He at once appeared in
His usual glorious Form, mounted on Nandi along with
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Mother Parvathy, and gave darshan to the Nayanar and
all those assembled there and blessed them.

Eyarkon Kalikamar, the bridegroom, and his party
arrived there soon after and came to know of all that had
happened. He was sorry that he had not come earlier and
to have the Lord’s Darshan. When he saw the disfigured
bride and hesitated to accept her, Lord Siva, the Indweller,
understood the cause and restored the hair. Nayanar and
his family were very happy and proceeded with the
wedding.

“Supplement to Forty Verses On Reality”
Verse 7.

What provides you with light?

By day, the sun, by night, a lamp.

What is the light which sees these lights?

The eye.

What is the light that illumines the eye?
The intellect...

What is it which knows the intellect?

It is the ‘I.

Therefore, you are the light of lights...
When the teacher said this, the disciple said, “Truly, |
am that.”
Bhagavan Ramana Mabharshi

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,39, ISSUE-12 45 HYDERABAD, DECEMBER-2019



King Janaka

What is real?

Raja Janaka ruled over the country of Videha. He was
once reclining on a chair. It was the middle of the day in
the hot month of June. He had a short nap for a few
seconds. He dreamt that a rival king with a large army had
invaded his country and slew his soldiers and ministers. He
was driven out of his palace barefooted and without any
clothes covering him.

Janaka found himself roaming about in a jungle. He was
thirsty and hungry. He reached a small town where he
begged for food. No one paid any attention to his
entreaties. He reached a place where some people were
distributing food to the beggars. Each beggar had an
earthen bowl to receive rice water. Janaka had no bowl
and so they turned him out to bring a bowl. He went in
search of a vessel. He requested other beggars to lend him
a bowl, but none would part with his bowl. At last,Janaka
found a broken piece of a bowl. Now he ran to the spot
where rice water was being distributed. All the foodstuff
had already been distributed.

Raja Janaka was very much tired on account of the long
travel, hunger and thirst and the heat of the summer. He
stretched himself near a fireplace where foodstuff was
cooked.

Here someone took pity on Janaka. He gave him some
rice water which was found at the bottom of a vessel.
Janaka took it with intense joy and just as he put it to his
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lips, two large bulls tumbled fighting over him. The bowl
was broken to pieces. The Raja woke up with great fear.

Janaka was trembling violently. He was in a great
dilemma as to which of his two states was real. All the
time while he was in the dream, he never thought that it
was an illusion and that the misery of hunger and thirst
and his other troubles were unreal.

The Queen asked Janaka, “O Lord! What is the matter
with you?” The only words which Janaka spoke were,
“Which is real, this or that?”” From that time he left all his
work and became silent. He uttered nothing but the above
words.

The ministers thought that Janaka was suffering from
some disease. It was announced by them that anyone who
cured the Raja would be richly rewarded and those who
fail to cure the Raja would be made life prisoners. Great
physicians and specialists began to pour in and tried their
luck, but no one could answer the query of the Raja.
Hundreds of Brahmins well versed in the science of curing
diseases were put in the state prison.

Among the prisoners was also the father of the great
sage Ashtavakra. When Ashtavakra was a boy of only ten,
he was told by his mother that his father was a state
prisoner because he failed to cure Raja Janaka. He at once
set out to see Janaka. He asked the Raja if he desired to
hear the solution to his questions in brief or in full - along
with the complete details of the dream. Janaka did not like
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to have his humiliating dream repeated in the presence of
a big gathering. He consented to receive a brief answer.

Ashtavakra then whispered into the ear of Janaka,
“Neither this nor that is real.” Raja Janaka at once became
joyful. His confusion was removed.

Raja Janaka then asked Ashtavakra, “What is real?”
Thereupon there was a long dialogue between him and the
sage. This is recorded in the well-known book, Ashtavakra
Gita, which is highly recommended for all seekers of Truth.

*kk

A wandering monk once visited the city of Mithila, ruled
by the Sage, King Janaka. “Who is the best teacher around
here?” he asked around. To his surprise, every spiritual
person claimed it was King Janaka.

The monk was both puzzled and furious. “How can a
King be spiritually that high. These people don’t know
what true spirituality is”, he thought.

He went to the King and asked him “O King, learned
people around here, speak highly of you. How can you,
a worldly man of pleasures, be more spiritual than
those who have given up their everything for the sake
of knowing the highest truth?”

“Dear one, you have come from a far place, you must
be tired, Let’s eat and rest for the day, we can discuss
further tomorrow.”

The King took him to the royal dinner table, fed him
variety of foods, pleased his palates. He took him to a
spacious room and told him to rest there.
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There was a huge sword hung from the ceiling, hanging
just above the bed. “What is this?” asked the monk.

“Oh don’t mind it, it has been there for ages, it is
an old custom, just have a good sleep. See you in the
morning.” said the King and rushed out.

The monk was worried that the sword might fall on him
and kill him during the night, he couldn’t close his eyes
even if he tried.

The king met him the following day, *“Sir, how was the
night? I hope you slept well” said the King.

“How could I sleep? There was a huge sword
hanging above my neck,” the monk explained.

“When one knows death is certain, how can the
pleasures of world sway him away, how can the worldly
duties ever limit his eyes from the supreme goal?” said the
King answering the Monk’s earlier question.

**k%k

My Lord

“MY Lord hides Himself,
and my Lord wonderfully reveals Himself:
My Lord has encompassed me with hardness,
and my Lord has cast down my limitations.
My Lord brings to me words of sorrow and words of joy,
and He Himself heals their strife.
| will offer my body and mind to my Lord:
I will give up my life,
but never can | forget my Lord!”
— Sant Kabir

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,39, ISSUE-12 49 HYDERABAD, DECEMBER-2019




The Mark Of A True Devotee

While Bhagavan was staying in Skandasram, there was
a devotee from Yazhpanam (the old name for Jaffna in Sri
Lanka) who used to sweep and clean the place every day.
Everyone called him Yazhpani. This gentleman just quietly
went about his job without drawing attention to himself
in any manner.

One day, a swamiji came to visit Bhagavan. In the course
of his conversation with the swamiji, Bhagavan remarked,
“I had a notebook in which I had written some songs. A
swamiji from Uttarkashi (a place in the slopes of the
Himalayas) took the notebook to read the songs, but did
not return the notebook. This happened many months ago.
He must have gone back to Uttarkashi. It would be good
to have that notebook back.”

For a few days after this incident, Yazhpani was not to
be seen in Skandasram. Nobody knew where he had gone.
Then one day, he reappeared. He came to Bhagavan, laid
a notebook before him, and prostrated. Only then did it
become clear that Yazhpani had gone to Uttarkashi to get
Bhagavan’s notebook back. He had been sweeping the
place when Bhagavan was talking to the visitor. When he
heard Bhagavan express the desire to have the notebook
back, Yazhpani immediately went all the way to Uttarkashi,
located the swamiji who had borrowed the notebook, and
brought it back to Bhagavan.

(From Ramana Tiruvilayadal Thirattu, Ramanashram
Publication)
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A pandit was visiting Sri Ramana Maharshi and they
were discussing the Srimad Bhagavad Gita. A devotee
asked if there was one verse that could be remembered
always as the essence of the Bhagavad Gita.

Sri Ramana immediately quoted Chapter X, verse 20:
ahamaatmaa guDaakesha sarvabhuutaashayasthita.
ahamaadishcha madhyancha bhuutaanaamanta.

“l am the Self, Oh Gudakesa, dwelling in the Heart of
every being; | am the beginning and the middle and also
the end of all beings.”

* Kk %

Life Subscription (15 years): Rs.750/- Annual Subscription:
Rs.80/- (Cash/M.0./ D.D./Cheque only), favouring Sri Ramana
Kendram, Hyderabad. Add Rs.15/- for outstation cheques.
Donations in favour of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad are
exempt (50%) from Income Tax under Section 80G.

Printed & Published by Sri P. Keshava Reddy, H.No0.3-4-529/2, F.N0.202, Devi
Laxmi Nilayam, Lingampally, Barkatpura, Narayanaguda, Hyderanad-500027,
Telangana State, on behalf of Sri Ramana Kendram, printed at Reddy Printers, #
H.No.1-9-809, Adikmet, Hyderabad-500044, Telangana State, Published at Sri
Ramana Kendram, H.No. 2-2-1109/A, Tilaknagar X-Road, Bathukammakunta,
Shivam Road, Hyderabad-500013, Telangana State. Editor: Dr. V. Ramadas
Murthy.

Address of Sri Ramanasramam: Tiruvannamalai, Tamilnadu-606 603.
Ph.04175-237200, Office No.: 04175-236624
email: ashram@gururamana.org
For Accommodation: email: stay@gururamana.org

Phone: 04175-237400, website: www.sriramanamaharshi.org

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,39, ISSUE-12 51 HYDERABAD, DECEMBER-2019



