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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in July

1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 3 Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3. 3 & 31 July - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.15 p.m.

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri Ramanasramam
publications in Sri Ramana Jyoti either in excerpted form,
translated form or serialised form totally belong to Sri
Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Means Is As Important As The Goal
Dr.K.Subrahmanian (Talk 59A)

We attend a lot of discourses, talk to a lot of people, visit
various punyasthalas and temples, meet many sages and
saints - all with the hope that by doing these things, we will
get shanti or peace. We feel that we would get some new
advice, something that we have not heard before. We do
get peace of mind occasionally when we listen to a discourse
or visit a sadhu. This lasts for some time and again we get
restless and we visit another person. But do we stop to
find out the basis or reason for this occasional happiness?
Do we ask ourselves, “Why am I happy today?” When we
are happy, we don’t ask such questions. We enjoy being
happy and that is the end of it. After reading a lot of books
and after listening to a number of discourses, we stop learning
anything new. After a certain age,what we learn is
permutations and combinations of what we already know.
What we have learnt at the age of ten becomes the basis of
all our knowledge. Why is it? Because we are not practicing
what we were told between the ages of five and ten.

Even the Bhagavad Gita is not going to tell you anything
new that you have not learnt before the age of ten. After ten,
you get involved in a number of activities and tend to forget
the basics; you do not put into practice what was learnt, and
therefore, you are not learning anything new. When you
read the Gita, does it tell you to be dishonest, impolite,
untruthful? No. So, in a sense, we are interested in finding
out if we can be happy even though we are dishonest,
insincere, impolite and unkind! We don’t really believe that
a person can be happy by being honest, by being kind. We
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try to find out a method where we can be happy even
though we are unkind, dishonest, etc. That is the main
problem. The moment I accept I am dishonest, I am unkind,
I am ungrateful, I can become honest, kind and grateful!
The problem is we don’t want to face ourselves, we want to
face others. All our problems are a result of this. We always
feel that so and so is dishonest, and yet he is successful. But,
have we really asked that other person whether he is happy?
Only this is important.

Now, consider the case of someone who owns nothing;
who does not even know when he will get his next meal.
This person does not ask anyone to come to him, and yet
people flock to him. That is because you find peace of mind
when you are with him. You may not understand all that he
says, you may even think that his advice is not practical. We
think the guru is all right in the puja room, but not all right
outside the puja room. But still you go to him because you
think that it is good to have a guru. You feel whatever
problems that you have, he will sort them out. You think,
“However bad I may be, he can get me out of a bad
situation.” This is our attitude towards the guru. We don’t
want to do what the guru wants us to do, but because we
think that he is full of grace and compassion, we would like
him to get us out of a bad situation. This is not guru bhakti.
We do not follow the guru’s advice because we feel he asks
us to do impossible things. The guru says that we must do
the right thing, irrespective of the circumstances- and this
make us feel that the guru is ‘impractical’!

The guru says, not only should your goal be pure, but also
the means to achieve the goal be pure, be proper.
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Constructing a school or a temple is a noble goal, it is for a
good cause. But if I think I don’t have to worry about how I
go about it, then it becomes a problem.The guru says, “Do
not think that you can do something bad, in order to eventually
do something good. Do not think that building a temple is
good and therefore there is no need to worry where the
money comes from. You are harming yourself, and what is
more, the very idea that you are doing something good is
wrong.” We all know the story of Bhakta Ramdas, who
wanted to build a temple for Rama. What did he do? He
took the money which was not his and used it. Sri Rama did
not condone this act just because Ramdas was his bhakta.
Ramdas had to go to jail. It is a different story that the same
Sri Rama helped Ramdas come out of jail after he suffered
as a prisoner for a long time.

Take another story. Divine Mother Sita, who is none
other than Goddess Lakshmi herself, had to suffer. She was
taken away by Ravana, and was separated from Rama for
almost a year. Would it have been difficult for Sri Rama to
rescue her within a day? If he had decided, he could have
sent all these arrows on Ravana from wherever he was, that
would not have been difficult. But he did not do it. She had
to suffer. These should be lessons for us: if this could
happen to Sita, one should not be surprised that so many
things are happening to us. What mistake did she commit?
She used extraordinarily harsh words with Lakshmana.

The story goes like this. Mareecha came as a golden deer
at the bidding of Ravana to entice Sita. Fascinated by the
deer’s beauty, Sita requests Rama to catch the deer and
bring it. Rama goes after the deer, after asking Lakshmana
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to stay back and protect Sita. The deer draws Rama far
away from Sita and Lakshmana. Frustrated by the elusive
deer, Rama hits it with an arrow. Mareecha falls down; but
before dying, cries out treacherously imitating Rama, “Hey
Sita! Hey Lakshmana!” Sita hears the cries and truly believes
that Rama is seriously harmed. She urges Lakshmana to go
and rescue Rama. Lakshmana says, “Nothing could have
happened to my Rama. Nobody can harm him. This is just
mayajaal”, and refuses to leave Sita unprotected. This is
the time that Sita commits the serious mistake of casting
aspersions on Lakshmana’s character. In her anger she says,
“You don’t want to go and rescue my Lord for the simple
reason that you want to enjoy me after he is gone!” The
moment Lakshmana hears this, a person who does not even
look at her face, a person who considers her as his mother,
he trembles like a leaf. He says, “I will go, I don’t want to
see you angry. But please don’t step out of this line.” He
draws a line of protection on the ground and leaves her. We
know the rest. Ravana tricks Sita and forcibly carries her
away. Lakshmana never talks about the cruel words of Sita
to anyone.

Even the Divine Mother had to suffer the harsh punishment
of being kept as a prisoner on account of her unwarranted
harshness towards Lakshmana. The extraordinary character
of Lakshmana is portrayed later in Ramayana. As Sita is
being taken by Ravana, she drops some jewels. Sugreeva
collects some of them. When Rama and Lakshmana meet
him while searching for Sita, he tells Rama, “You can have a
look at these jewels, you can find out if they belong to Sita.
If so, then I can tell you that the Rakshasha went in this
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direction.” Sugriva brings the jewels and opens the bundle.
Rama, overwhelmed by grief, cannot see clearly because his
eyes are full of tears. So, he asks Lakshmana, “Lakshmana,
do these belong to Sita? Can you recognise them?”

Now comes the most wonderful part in the whole of
world literature! This extraordinary sloka in the Ramayana
tells a great deal about the attitude of a man towards a
woman in our culture. The reply from Lakshmana will make
you shed tears. Lakshmana says,

e SIFIA R AR SIFIA $usd |
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Na-aham Janami Keyure Na-aham Janami Kundale

Noopuretvapi Janami Nityam Padabhivandanat

Lakshmana says, “I never used to look at her, I only used
to look at her feet. My Lord, I can not recognise the keyura
(an armlet, worn on the upper arm); nor can I recognise the
kundala (ear-rings). But I do recognise the Noopura (the
leg band) as I worshipped her feet everyday.” Lakshmana
worshipped his elder brother’s wife; that was his attitude
towards Sita. This is the essence of our culture. Sita is also
full of repentence for how she treated Lakshmana because
she asks Hanuman when he meets her in Lanka as to how
Lakshmana was doing.

So, in all this, we learn that we must see to it that whatever
be the end, the means adopted should be good. We all want
to be happy. But when we make others unhappy, either
through arrogance or ignorance, we don’t make others alone
unhappy; we too become unhappy. When we do something
good to another person without expecting anything in return,
we feel happy. This happiness is effortless, spontaneous and
lasts longer.
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Sri Ramana Chatvarimsat-Verse 5
V Krithivasan
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Bhava-bheekaravaarinidhimtarata
Kara-tamarasenasupaatrvata
Svadrishaa-dhikasheetalakaantibhrita
Bhayamanghrisarojajushaamharata

Word Meaning:

bhava: Samsara, worldly existence;

Bheekara: Fear inducing;

vaarinidhim: ocean;

tarata: takes across, carries;

Kara-tamarasena: lotus-like hands; supaatrvata: good
vessel;

Svadrishaa: his own gaze;

adhikasheetala: exceedingly cool;

Kaantibhrita: filled with radiance;

bhayam: fear;

harata: dispels;

Anghri-sarojajusham: (those who) take refuge at his lotus
like feet

Verse Meaning: He takes (us) across the terrifying ocean
of Samsara. His lotus-like palms are enough for him to serve
as a vessel, a plate. He dispels the fear of those who take
refuge at his lotus feet, with his exceedingly cool and radiant
gaze.
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Kavyakantha begins the verse by glorifying the very
purpose of Sri Bhagavan’s arrival on earth: it is to help us
navigate through the treacherous ocean of Samsara or
worldly existence. Adi Sankara himself extols this
compassionate act of Mahatmas like Sri Bhagavan in his
Vivekachudamani. He says,

“There are peaceful and magnanimous saints who — like
the spring season— are ever doing good to humanity. They
have crossed the dreadful ocean of worldly existence through
their own efforts and without any (personal) motives, they
help others to cross it.” (Verse 37)

By mentioning that Bhagavan’s palms were his vessel
(Kara-tamarasenasupaatrvata), Kavyakantha refers to
Bhagavan’s extraordinary detachment. In his early days in
Tiruvannamalai, he never even cared for food or shelter.
Someone or the other brought something for Bhagavan to
eat. More often than not, he was force-fed. He remained in
this Supreme state of Self-Absorption for two or three years.
He then began a slow return to physical normality. He started
going out, begging for alms. He would stand in front of a
house and clap his hands. When somebody from the house
brought some food, he would accept it in his palms, and eat
the food then and there. Reminiscing about those days several
years later, he said, “You cannot conceive the majesty and
dignity I felt while so begging. I felt like a king and more
than a king. I have sometimes received stale gruel and taken
it without salt, in the open street, before pundits and other
important persons who used to come and prostrate
themselves before me. I would wipe my hands on my head
and pass on supremely happy. In that state, even emperors
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were mere straw in my sight. It is because there is such a
path that we find tales in history of kings giving up their
thrones and taking to begging.”

When Bhagavan was in Virupaksha cave, someone gave
him a plate made of silver to eat from. Bhagavan refused to
touch it saying, “When food can be eaten out of the hands,
why silver and gold?” For a long time, he did not use even
leaf plates. If anybody brought food, he would stretch out
his palms and when food was put in them, he would eat it.
He would often quote a verse from Adi Sankara’s Kaupeena
Panchakam:
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“Living only under the trees, eating food out of their palms,
disregarding even the Goddess of wealth like an old rag,
fortunate are those who are dressed in a cod-piece.”

The last part of the verse refers to his unfailing solicitude
in removing fear from the minds of the devotees
(bhayamharata) by a mere look. Countless are the devotees
whose fear and suffering melted away in his presence. The
story of Jagadeesa Sastry is significant. He was diagnosed
with an incurable form of cancer while in the prime of life.
The doctors gave him just a few days to live. In this condition,
he turned to his Guru and God, Bhagavan Ramana. He
poured his heart out in an attitude of surrender. He wrote
the now famous Prapatyashtakam in that state of mind and
submitted the verses at the feet of Sri Bhagavan. Bhagavan’s
consoling looks gave him a lot of relief. When he went for a
check up again, the doctors were amazed to see a complete
remission of the cruel disease! “Bhayaharanam” is
something that comes naturally to Bhagavan.
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Lest We Forget
My father, Sri G.V. Rajeswara Rao
G. Sri Hari Rao

(Although it has been 29 years since Sri Rajeswara Rao
Garu left the body, senior devotees of Sri Ramana Kendram
still remember him with respect and regard. Dr. KS made
an observation once that the Kendram acquired the status it
had only because of Rajeswara Rao. The present article on
Sri Rajeswara Rao is written by Sri G Sri Hari Rao, his son,
who is also a member of the Kendram, and a regular
contributor to Sri Ramana Jyothi - Ed)

My father was associated with Sri Ramana Kendram,
Hyderabad, from its inception, and was a close lieutenant of
its founder Dr.K.S. His contributions to the Kendram have
been many, but what occurs to me as his most important
contribution is the ‘Ramana Brotherhood’ that he nurtured
along with the founder. Senior devotees of the Kendram still
fondly remember my father’s sweet smile, his loving embrace,
and spontaneous words of affectionate welcome as he
received the devotees into the Kendram. My father was like
the string in a garland of flowers, invisible but which held all
the flowers together. It is my great good fortune that I was
born as his son, his only child.

His religious bent of mind and spiritual inclination from his
very early years can be traced to his father who was a great
devotee of Lord Rama and who was extensively read in the
sacred scriptures. My grandmother passed away when my
father was just three years old and he had to grow up in
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environments devoid of parental love. Yet, he inculcated in
himself very disciplined habits and a very cheerful disposition.
As a student of Nobel College High School in Machilpatnam,
he was awarded the gold medal for good conduct. He
graduated from Andhra Christian College, Guntur, where he
was given the first prize for an essay he wrote on Sri
Bhagavad Gita.

My father was a voracious reader and took down
extensive notes on everything that appealed to him. Richness
of thought and beauty of expression always caught his fancy.
There is hardly any book which he hadn’t read on Sri
Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sarada Devi and Swami
Vivekananda. He had strong connections with Sri
Ramakrishna Math and Mission in places like Visakapatnam,
Vijayawada, Madras, Belur, Bhubaneswar, Hyderabad and
Varanasi. Swami Apoorvananda, a direct disciple of the
Holy Mother and President of the Varanasi Centre was in
correspondence with my father till the very end of my father’s
earthly life. It was the desire of my father to spend his post
retirement life in the service of Sri Ramakrishna Math,
Hyderabad. But Sri Bhagavan willed otherwise. He dedicated
his remaining active years to the service of Sri Ramana
Kendram, Hyderabad and its devotees.

My father had the darshan of Sri Bhagavan in the year
1948 when he took his father to Sri Ramanasramam. He
was accompanied by his childhood friend, Sri Siddula Samba
Murthy Garu, a great sadhaka and a frequent visitor to Sri
Ramana Kendram in his later years. Sri Bhagavan was sitting
in the new hall in front of the Mathrubutheswaralayam in
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those days. Father saw Sri Bhagavan through the window
and pointed Him to his friend, who however saw just vacant
space instead of the physical form of Sri Bhagavan. They
surmised that Sri Samba Murthy Garu had the blessed fortune
of having ‘Nirakara Darshan’ of Sri Bhagavan.

During the same visit, father met Mrs.Eleanor Pauline Noye
from U.S.A, a great devotee of Sri Bhagavan. She presented
my father with a copy of Who am I. During their conversation,
she pointed out to my father Sri Bhagavan picking up a grain
of rice from the floor and putting it back in the rice bag with
the comment, “Volumes of Economics cannot teach you
more!”

My father was making several visits to the Ashramam in
later years, and for a few years after retirement took up
residence in Thiruvannamalai. During his stay and visits, he
made acquaintance with several senior devotees of Sri
Bhagavan like Smt. Suri Nagammagaru, Sri Oruganti
Krishnaiahgaru, Sri Oruganti Ramachandraiahgaru, Sri
S.S.Cohen, Sri Raja Iyer, Sri VenkataRatnam, Sri
Ramaswami Pillai, Sri Kunju Swami, Smt.LucyCornelson,
Sri G.V.Subba Ramayyagaru, Prof.K.Swaminathan,
Dr.Sarma and a host of others. He greatly cherished his
meetings with them. Sri Cohen presented him with a copy of
Sri Bhagavatam authored by him and was in correspon-
dence with my father from time to time. Father collected a
number of important books on Sri Bhagavan which he read
carefully time and again. He not only enjoyed reading them,
but also loaning them to other devotees and making them
read them.
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After the establishment of Sri Ramana Kendram,
Hyderabad, it is not an exaggeration to say that he worked
much harder after retirement than while in service. Father
was profoundly influenced by Dr.K.S and he gave himself
totally to Sri Ramana Kendram. In the days when Kendram
devotees met either in Hindi Arts College or in the Gandhi
Centenary Hall of Andhra MahilaSabha Women’s College,
he used to carry Sri Bhagavan’s photo and some homegrown
flowers to the Kendram. He maintained accounts, managed
the Library, bound the back volumes of Mountain Path
and Call Divine, mentored the young devotees, encouraged
them to read by loaning to them his personnel collection of
books and plunged himself heart and soul into the works
related to Sri Ramana Jyothi. In the formative years, the
journal was circulated with cyclostyled papers. Sri
Yadaiahgaru used to cut the English stencils on typewriter,
and I used to hand cut the Telugu stencils. Our house was
the registered office of the Kendram and Sri Ramana Jyothi,
and the entire work pertaining to the journal was carried out
there. He treated Sri Ram Kishan, Sri Ramanayyagaru, Sri
Yadaiahgaru and Sri Mohan Reddy of Madhavi Printers as
his own kith and kin. Dr.K.S. commented that my father
thought of Sri Ramana Jyothi by the day and probably
dreamt of it by night. My father functioned as President of
the Kendram for a term during its formative period. He also
carried out silently the functions of Secretary, Treasurer,
Librarian, Mentor etc. for over eight years, never bothering
about any title. He trained many young devotees with love
and affection.
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He travelled long distances on foot and by bus to collect
the reminiscences of great devotees like Prof.Shiv Mohan
Lal, Sri Dave, Sri Bhadri Rajugaru and the like. The copious
notes he had taken about the life and times of Dr.K.S and
Sri Balarama Reddy garu formed the basis for the two books
brought out by Sri Ramana Kendram as our homage to
those two great personalities: Dr.K.S. A Tribute and Sri
Nidimusali Balarama Reddy- His life and times with Sri
Bhagavan Ramana Maharshi.

My father took ill in the second half of 1987, and was in
and out of hospital from then on. One remarkable thing
about him in this period of sickness, which lasted for about
four years, was that he never indulged in self-pity. He was
always cheerful. To me it appeared that he truly lost his
body consciousness for he never bothered about what was
happening to him and what was being done to him. The
devotees of Sri Ramana Kendram poured out their love and
affection on my father to the brim. Smt.Tripura Sundari often
came to our house when my father lay sick in his terminal
years, and used to sing for him in her melodious voice.
Dr.K.S. visited my father a couple of days before he left the
body and spent an hour or more all alone with him. While
leaving, he asked me whether there was a Tulsi plant in the
house, leaving a hint that that the end was near. My father
left his body on 31* March 1990.

Incidentally, I met Sri Balarama Reddy garu in Sri
Ramanasramam on the 5% of March 1990. He mentioned
that if father survived the month of March, he would live for
another 10 years. It was not to be. God willed otherwise.
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My father was my greatest teacher. I have seen very few
people with such detachment to money. His only exhortation
to me, always, was that this God given human birth is meant
only to realize Him. He often said, “the mind has the knack
of making you believe that you are the master of it when
really you are not. One needs to be very careful in this
regard.” Another frequent instruction of my father was, “try
to be good. Do not try to be called good.” Not once in his
lifetime did he ask me to read this or that or earn this or that.
He was a rare person, and a remarkable human being who
spread cheer to all those around him. My humble and grateful
salutations to my father.

AksharaManaMalai
The Devotional Face of Jnana
by Nadhia Sutara

(Nadhia is a Russian devotee who lived inside the
Guhainamsivayar temple compound (formerly occupied
by Keeraipatti) on Arunachala hill for nearly ten years.
She was a member of the editorial staff of the Mountain
Path from 1989 to 1995. She is a sincere spiritual seeker
deeply connected to Arunachala Hill and we are pleased
to share her insights into “Aksharamanamalai” of
Ramana Maharshi.)

Sri Ramana Maharshi always maintained that Bhakti
(devotion) is Jnanamata meaning Bhakti gives birth to Jnana
as a mother gives birth to a child. In His major devotional
work, Aksharamanalai, Sri Maharshi illustrates how this
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most elevated form of bhakti presents itself, the variety of
moods it reflects, and how it leads unerringly to Self-
realization.

Since Swami Vivekananda brought the teachings of
Advaita Vedanta to the West, and Sri Ramana Maharshi
later incarnated to embody those ideals so completely, a
great many misunderstandings have arisen about the nature
of advaita and that of bhakti. “Non-dualism,” say some,
“means that Brahman alone is real, and everything else is
unreal. Therefore you are unreal, I am unreal, and God is
unreal. So it is ridiculous for an unreal person to utter unreal
prayers to an unreal God. They haven’t a hope of getting
anywhere.”

These people err in many respects. First, advaita — non-
duality — means NOT TWO; it does not mean one. This is a
topic for deep reflection: the Ultimate isn’t two and it isn’t
one — it is NOT TWO.

Another misconception has arisen about Bhagavan’s
teachings about predetermination, the notion that what is to
happen will happen however much you may try to thwart it,
and what is not to happen will not happen however much
you may try to make it happen. In Bhagavan’s own words,
“The best course, therefore, is to be silent.” Without properly
digesting this teaching, some people conclude that therefore
no effort whatsoever is required to obtain Realization. It will
come when it comes, and there’s nothing more to it. Prayer,
they say, cannot possibly help the aspirant since the end
result is already predetermined. If we take this to its logical
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conclusion, not only prayer would be fruitless, but also self-
enquiry or any other sadhana, for that matter.

This kind of spiritual indigestion not only hinders the aspirant
but can actually stall him or her until they see the shallowness
of their conceptual understanding. Sri Bhagavan always
maintained that it takes a lot of effort to get to non-effort. As
He told Kunjuswami, the three stages of sadhana — sravana
(hearing the teaching), manana (continuously reflecting on it
until it is fully digested) and nididhyasana (abiding in what
one has digested) must be kept up until full Realization.

Moreover, the same Source that provokes the aspirant to
do self-enquiry may provoke an aspirant to pray. “The grace
that you seek is also the grace that is seeking,” Sri Bhagavan
used to say. After all, the Source is One, just as all prayers
are directed ultimately to that One. The jivatman is a
reflection of the paramatman, inseparable from it so long
as the jiva lasts: the self enquires into the Source of itself
just as the bhakta prays to the Source of bhakti. Otherwise,
why would Sri Bhagavan pray for the cure of His mother’s
illness? And why write Aksharamanamalai?

Sri Bhagavan often remarked that he was afraid of two
devotees, Ramanatha Brahmachari and Mudaliar Pati. He
said that they loved him so much that he could not refuse
them anything they asked, thus affirming the tenet that devotion
is the rope to bind God. If such a statement could come
from Sri Bhagavan, an embodiment of the One Supreme,
how can we argue that prayer and devotion are useless,
foolish or futile?
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Sri Bhagavan makes it perfectly clear in Akshara-
manamalai that the bhakta who prays is no different than
the so-called unreal individual who does self-enquiry. Sri
Bhagavan has said that just as the enquirer is like the stick
that stirs the funeral pyre and is ultimately burnt in that same
pyre, so the bhakta who prays is ultimately absorbed into
the Ishtha, that ‘form’ of the Ultimate that is inseparable
from it. This is called in Sanskrit ananyabhakti — that highest
form of bhakti wherein the individual is completely lost in
the Divine Ultimate Beingness.

There is a further side to the issue. Sri Bhagavan and all
great jnanis have asserted that non-duality is an inner
abidance, a constant dwelling in the perception of the one
essential nature of all manifestation. However, so long as
one is in the body, bhedabhava (recognition of difference in
form) must always be preserved. The essence of a tree is
identical with the essence of a human being, but the needs of
their forms are different so their forms must be treated
differently. Non-difference in essence — and not non-
difference in form — is what is meant by non-duality, not-
two-ness. A genuine jnani — like Sri Bhagavan — will never
treat any form of life as though it were unreal. Look at his
treatment of Lakshmi the cow, the deer, the crow, etc. Sri
Bhagavan’s solicitousness towards ALL forms was always
reverent and deeply caring. An incident is recorded where
He came across someone beating a mango tree in order to
obtain its fruit. He ordered him to stop beating the tree and
scolded him saying, “Take the fruit by all means — that is the
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desire of the tree. But why must you beat it? Don’t you
think it feels the pain as much as if someone were to beat
you?”

Now let us look at a few of the slokas of Akshara-
manamalai to see the profound and moving way in which
Sri Bhagavan has expressed how this one-pointed bhakti
towards Arunachala leads to liberation.

1. (a) Thou dost root out the ego of those who meditate
on Thee in the heart, O Arunachala!

28. (a) Let me, Thy prey, surrender unto Thee and be
consumed, and so have peace, O Arunachala!

(b) I came to feed on Thee, but Thou hast fed on me;
now there is peace, O Arunachala!

44. ‘Look within, ever seeking the Self with the inner eye,
then (it) will be found,” Thus didst Thou direct me, beloved
Arunachala!

48. When I took shelter under Thee as my One God,
Thou didst destroy me altogether, O Arunachala!

66. With madness for Thee hast Thou freed me from
madness (for the world); grant me now the cure of all
madness, O Arunachala!

101. As snow in water, let me melt as love in Thee, Who
art love itself, O Arunachala!

Thus the moth — the one-pointed devotee — is absorbed,
annihilated, and liberated in the flame — the Self — Arunachala.

(Source: https://www. sriramanamaharshi.org)
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Saints of Periapuranam
Amarneeti Nayanar

Amarneeti Nayanar belonged to the merchant class. He
was a weaver of great repute. He lived in the Chola
Kingdom in a village called Tirunallur, a fertile place
surrounded on all sides by gardens and green fields.
Amarneeti earned money honestly and became rich. Though
he was engaged in worldly activities, he was an ardent Siva
Bhakta. He made his means of livelihood an avenue of service
to the devotees of the Lord. He would invite Siva Bhaktas
to his house and worship them. He would give them waist-
cloth, belt and loin-cloth (kaupeenam) and feed them nicely
and send them away happy with other gifts. He built a
dharmashala (charitable inn) where Siva Bhakthas could
be fed and sheltered.

Lord Siva was highly pleased with Amarneeti Nayanar’s
charity and extraordinary kindness to Siva Bhaktas. He
wanted to show the world His Bhakta’s greatness, and also
shower His blessings on him.

So, one day Lord Siva in the guise of a Brahmachari,
with beautiful matted locks on his head, sacred ash on his
forehead, with a staff on his shoulder, appeared before
Amarneeti’s Mutt. Two kaupeenams and a small ash-bag
were tied to one end of the staff. He had a charming face.
His eyes were lustrous. He walked gracefully into the Mutt,
just like Vamana-Vishnu of yore arrived at Mahabali’s
vagashala. Amarneeti Nayanar,with extreme joy, welcomed
him and worshipped him. The Brahmachari said: “Oh friend,
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you are a noble soul. People are highly praising your
charitable activities. I have come to have your Darshan.”
Amarneeti begged the holy visitor to take Bhiksha. He
readily agreed and said: “I shall go to the river and return
after finishing my bath and Nitya Karmas. Rain may drench
my kaupeenams. So, please keep this dry kaupeenam
safely with you, and I shall come back for it. The kaupeenam
is very precious, as you already know. So, please keep it
safe”. The Brahmachari went away, and Amarneeti kept the
kaupeenam safely inside the house.

But the Lord had other designs; He willed that the
kaupeenam should disappear! Sekkizhar, the author of
Periapuranam says here, “The Vedas call him Chief of all
Thieves. To prove it, He became the Thief of the Loin
Cloth!” A little later, the Brahmachari came back after his
bath, and asked for the dry kaupeenam as rain had drenched
the one he had on the staff. Not knowing the ‘perfidy’ of the
Lord, Amarneeti started searching for it. But he could not
find it, however much he tried. He prayed fervently to the
Lord, but could not find it. He approached the Brahmachari
with another kaupeenam, and trembled as he explained his
predicament to him. But the Brahmachari was in no mood
to listen to any explanation. Amarneeti offered much wealth,
etc., in compensation. But, the Brahmachari said: “What
have I to do with all this wealth? All these are of no use to
me. I only need that kaupeenam.” He continued: “I have
got one more kaupeenam: you can give me another of the
same weight.”

Amarneeti was greatly relieved when he heard this. He
brought a balance and put the spare kaupeenam of the
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Brahmachari on one side and another piece on the other
side. Whatever he kept could not make the Brahmachari’s
side move up even a little. Amarneeti piled all the bales of
yarn he had on his side, and yet the Brahmachari’s pan was
heavier. Amarneeti was amazed, and he understood that it
was God’s own Lila. All his wealth could not equal the
Brahmachari’s kaupeenam! How could it? Lord Siva’s
Kaupeenam represents the Vedas.

Amarneeti was on the horns of a dilemma. He fell at the
Brahmachari’s feet and asked him to allow himself, his wife,
and his child to be weighed against the Brahmachari’s
kaupeenam. The Brahmachari agreed. Amarneeti got on
the scale with his wife and his child, saying: “If I have truly
served the Siva Bhaktas, with faith and sincerity, let this
scale be equal in weight to the other one.” Immediately the
two scales were equal. The merit of Amarneeti’s selfless
service of the Siva Bhaktas was equal to Lord Siva’s
kaupeenam. The people who witnessed this were
wonderstruck. They prostrated before Amarneeti and praised
him. Devas from heaven showered Parijatha flowers. The
Brahmachari disappeared and Lord Parameswara and
Mother Parvathi appeared on Their Rishabha before
Amarneeti. He blessed him: “I am immensely pleased with
your whole-hearted and sincere service of My Bhaktas. I
am immensely pleased with your charity. You three will
come to My Abode and live there happily for ever.” On
account of the Lord’s grace, the balance itself turned into a
celestial car in which Amameeti, his wife and his child reached
Siva’s Abode.
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In the Service of the Lord

(Muruganar had come to Bhagavan pleading for Grace
and Salvation. Bhagavan’s initial response was: “Be Still”.
Muruganar refers to this Upadesa in his group of verses
titled as above, in Sri Ramana Sannidhi Murai. (English
translation by David Godman, Source: The Power of the
Presence, Vol. 2)

I cried out, ‘Lord and Master, tell me how

To make good deeds prevail

Against deluding evil deeds!’

My dear father, my Ramana, said,

‘Stand untroubled in the centre.

Move only as you may be moved

By the Grace of the Lord’

(Ramana Sannidhi Murai: Verse 971)
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