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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in June
1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 3 Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3. 6™ June - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.15 p.m.

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri Ramanasramam
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Moving Tales from Mahabharatha
Dr.K.Subrahmanian (Talk No.22)

We should keep on reading great devotional books like
the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. We should not say, ““ I
have already read these books. I don’t need to read them
again.” Just as eating nourishes the body and keeps it strong,
reading great books, meditating and praying strengthens the
spirit. When you read the Ramayana or the Mahabharata,
what impresses you are the lives of great people like Rama,
Hanuman, Krishna, Vidura and so on. We wonder whether
it is possible to live such lives. We can learn what values are
important for our lives by reading such great works again
and again.

Krishna is considered as a purna (complete) avatar of
Vishnu. Moreover, those who came in contact with Krishna
knew that he was not an ordinary being. Everything about
Krishna was madhuram, beautiful. But even then, human
nature is such that Krishna was ridiculed and abused by
several people. Sishupala insulted him repeatedly. Krishna
put up with all the insults and humiliations. As we all know,
when Krishna found that Duryodhana was determined to
fight the Pandavas, he decided to go as a messenger of
peace. He said,”War should be avoided.I will go to
Duryodhana and try to convince him that war should be
avoided’. Krishna, the Lord of the universe humbled himself
to go as an ordinary messenger. Why did he do it? He did
it in order to set an example for all of us.
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Duryodhana wanted to give Krishna a grand reception.
But he was not willing to give up the idea of war. He mainly
wanted to impress Krishna with a big show. He also wanted
to prove to Krishna that he was superior to Krishna and
better than the Pandavas in wealth. When Krishna came, he
invited him to stay in his palace. But Krishna refused all the
grand palaces offered for his stay and chose the humble
abode of Vidura, much to the shock of Duryodhana. Vidura
was staying in a small hut. When Vidura saw Krishna coming
to his hut and choosing to stay there, he was moved to
tears.He asked, “Why have you come here leaving all the
comforts? I have nothing to offer you and you have come
here!” Krishna said, “I have come to you Vidura, because
even though you have nothing to offer by way of comforts,
you have given your heart to me. That is all I need.” From
this incident we see that Lord Krishna is not interested in
what we give; he comes to those who give themselves to
him.

When Krishna talked about reconciliation with the
Kauravas, everyone including Karna insulted him. Duryodhana
went to the extent of arresting and tying up Krishna, the
Lord of the universe, with a rope. Of course, as you all
know, the rope was not long enough to tie Krishna up. Any
length of rope was added but it always fell short! Everyone
was stunned and astonished. This alone should have made
everyone realise the fact that Lord Krishna was an avatar.
And yet the war broke out, because Duryodhana, being
arrogant, was not convinced about Krishna’s greatness.
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When Krishna was a mischievous child, his mother
Yashoda too tied him up with a rope. There, the Lord
submitted himself to be bound.Vyasa says, ‘What great
fortune! He who is beyond the reach of great rishis, who is
beyond all thoughts, has been bound by this extraordinary
woman, Yashoda’! He allowed himself to be tied
(byYashoda) because of the great affection she had for
Krishna. Duryodhana tried to do it because of his hatred for
Krishna and he could not succeed. Krishna at that time did
not say, ‘With my power, I will kill all the Kauravas’. Even
though several people advised him not to lose his dignity and
go as a messenger, Krishna felt it was his duty to try and
avoid a terrible war. He knew beforehand that he would be
humiliated but still he went. That was his attitude. When we
think of such a person, we are deeply moved.

Once Arjuna became proud. He asked Krishna ‘Krishna,
have you come across anyone who is more devoted to you
than me?” Krishna did not answer his question. They were
out on a walk. After sometime they stopped at a house
belonging to a couple and their only son. They were so
delighted to see Krishna, they prostrated before him. The
father said, “O Lord, how grateful we are that you have
come. Is there anything that we can do?” Krishna said, ‘I
am deeply touched by your devotion, I want one thing from
you, I don’t know whether you can give it, but [ need it.’
Then the couple said, “Everything belongs to you. You can
take whatever you like; there is nothing here that is ours.”
Arjuna was surprised to see so much of devotion. Krishna
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said, ‘I need the right eye of your boy.” The parents looked
at the five year old boy. The boy said, “Krishna, it is your
eye, you can take it.” The parents were very happy at the
attitude of the boy and gave their consent. Krishna said,
“There is one condition. When I take out the eye, the boy
should not cry.” The boy said immediately, “I will not cry”.

Krishna then placed his hand on the right eye of the boy,
and was about to pluck it out when he saw tears falling from
the left eye. Then Krishna said, “I don’t want your eye,
because you have broken your promise.” When Krishna
said this, the boy said with tears in both the eyes, “Believe it
or not, O Lord, I want to tell you something. You saw tears
in the left eye because it felt it did not have the good fortune
to be plucked by you like the right eye.” The moment
Arjuna heard this, he prostrated before the boy and said,
“O Lord, my devotion is nothing compared to the devotion
of this boy”.

When Draupadi was in the forest, one day Sage Durvasa
came along with a hundred disciples and requested that they
be fed.This was due to a mischief played by Duryodhana.
Once when Durvasa visited Duryodhana, the sage was
treated so well that Durvasa granted him a boon. Duryodhana
said to Durvasa, “Swami, you must also visit the Pandavas;
it will be good for them if a sadhu like you can go to their
house and eat. But you must go in the afternoon only.”
Durvasa agreed. Duryodhana wanted the sage and his
disciples to visit the Pandavas in the afternoon, because he
knew that the Pandavas were given the Akshaya Paatra,
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the vessel that supplied unlimited food, but only till the time
the Pandavas had their mid-day meal. It would stop
afterwards. Duryodhana’s scheme was, if the large group
visited his cousins after they had eaten, the vessel would not
be able to supply any food and there was a very good
chance that Durvasa would be enraged. Embarrassment and
harm was what Duryodhana wished for the Pandavas. When
Durvasa came with his large group, the Pandavas had finished
their lunch. And there was nothing to feed them with. To
buy time, Dharmaputra said, “All of you may please go and
have a bath in the river close by and then come back. We’ll
eat.” Dharmaputra then went to Draupadi and said, “You
must do something. Durvasa will get angry if they are not
fed. I know your difficulty but you are so close to Krishna,
he will help you.” Whenever Draupadi was in difficulty, her
nature was to turn to Krishna. She prayed, “Dwaraka-vaasi!
Somehow you must come and help me out of this situation.’
Krishna did come, but he took a great deal of time in
coming. When Draupadi saw Krishna, she was delighted.
Krishna told Draupadi, ‘I am very hungry. You must give
me some food.” Draupadi said, “O Lord, I prayed to you
because I don’t have food. You must be making fun of me
by asking for food. I have no food.” He said, ‘You go into
the kitchen and look into the vessels. There might be some
small thing sticking to one of them.” Draupadi went and
found a small broken piece of rice and some greens in one
of the vessels. Krishna asked her to give it to him. He took
it, put it in his mouth saying, ‘Let the entire universe be free
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from hunger’. Immediately, Durvasa and his disciples who
were taking bath in the river felt that they had eaten a big
feast! Everyone said, ‘No,no, we can’t go there and eat, as
we have a full stomach. If we do not eat, Dharmaputra may
be very upset, which will not be good.” And therefore,
from the river they all ran away, saving a huge embarrassment
for Dharmaputra. He was very puzzled when they did not
turn up!

Draupadi of course knew what had happened. She asked
Krishna, “O Lord, last time when I was in a serious difficulty,
when Dushashana tried to remove my saree, and I shouted
to you for help, help from you came immediately. This time,
why did you come so late?” Krishna said, “When you were
being humiliated by Dushashana you said, ‘Hridaya-vaasi!
Lord, who are in my Hridaya, help me’, so immediately I
came. But this time, you said, Oh Dwaraka-vaasi (one who
resides in Dwaraka). That is why it took some time!” Anyone
who feels intensely that the Lord is within him, gets an
immediate response. In all these stories, what we notice is
this: God is not interested in what we offer, he is interested
to see if we offer our hearts to him. What is important is
devotion.

Sri Ramana Kendram
2-2-1109/A, Batakammakunta, Hyderabad-500 013,

Updating the details of (Annual, Life) Subscribers of Sri
Ramana Jyothi is taken up. Subscribers are therefore
requested to inform their (Landline/Mobile) phone numbers
to the Kendram at the above address.
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Sri Ramana Chatvarimsat-Verse 4
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Jjatharamsamayeparipoorayataa

kathinamvratamadrithate-charataa

Jhasha-ketana-shastra-duraapahrudaa

krishim-Atma-vibodha-vidhau-dadhata

Word meaning: samaye : In a timely manner ; jatharam:
stomach; paripoorayata : fills up; kathinamvratam: severe
austerities, penance; adri-thate : in the mountain slope;
charata : practices; jhasha-ketana: one having fish as flag
(Manmatha) ; shastra-duraapahrudaa : inaccessible to the
arrows; Atma-vibodha- vidhau : In awakening the Self ;
krishimdadhata : Engages in untiring labour.

Verse Meaning : While practicing severe austerities in
the slopes of the Aruna Hill, he arranges to fill the stomachs
of all who visit him, in time. His heart is inaccessible to the
arrows of Kama (Manmatha); he labours constantly to
awaken Self-Awareness in all.

Sri Bhagavan would never ask any visitor where he was
from, what his name was and so on but was particular to
ask everyone to have his meals at the Ashramam before
leaving. He left behind his impersonal approach of dealing
with the world in this aspect. He was like a mother in this
respect, evincing keen interest in feeding hungry stomachs.
Kavyakantha says he would fill the stomachs in time
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(samaye). There were instances when Sri Bhagavan even
anticipated that a devotee would become hungry at so and
so time! Maurice Frydman once visited the Ashram with a
young friend of his by name Ramaswamy. They decided to
visit Skandasramam immediately after breakfast. They waited
for Sri Bhagavan to finish his breakfast and when he was
washing his hands, they informed him about their plan to go
to Skandasramam. Bhagavan told them to wait, and slowly
climbed up the steps of the dining hall. Maurice Frydman
wondered as to what could be the reason for Bhagavan
straining himself to go up the steps to the dining room again.
After sometime, Bhagavan appeared with a packet in his
hands. Coming down, Bhagavan handed the packet to
Maurice saying, “When you reach Skandasramam, you will
be hungry, so I packed some id/is for you! Maurice and
his friend were overwhelmed by the concern shown by
Bhagavan. Initially they thought that Bhagavan need not have
taken the effort as they had just then finished a sumptuous
breakfast; but when they completed their trek upto
Skandasramam, they were indeed ravenously hungry, just as
Bhagavan had anticipated! There are innumerable such stories
about Bhagavan’s motherly concern.Despite the countless
number of visitors to the Ashram, Bhagavan would always
remember which devotee was expected to arrive on which
date and by what time. He would invariably be the one to
alert the kitchen staff to keep some food for the visitors
arriving late!

The next line talks about the severe austerities
(kathinamvratam) undertaken by Sri Bhagavan while living
on the hill. There was no conscious decision on the part of
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Bhagavan to lead an austere life; he simply and wholeheartedly
accepted the circumstances that arose. Under no
circumstance was there the thought of leaving the hill.
Obtaining food for himself and the small group of devotees
who chose to live with him was by no means a smooth
affair; though some devotees brought food as regularly as
possible, some days there would be shortage. There was
this strict rule imposed by Bhagavan that everything brought
to him should be shared and shared equally. There were
many nights when they all had to go hungry. The caves
where Sri Bhagavan stayed were stifling hot; water supply
was lacking during summer months. Tiruvannamalai witnessed
a terrible plague during Bhagavan’s stay on the hill. There
was a period when the mosquito menace was so terrible
that the devotees requested Bhagavan to move out of the
hill. Bhagavan refused to even consider the suggestion, while
saying that those who are troubled may move out. Someone
stitched a thick jacket for Bhagavan out of gunny bags and
Bhagavan consented to wear it, thereby solving the problem.
In spite of all these difficulties, crowds were always attracted
to his divine, blissful presence.

Line 3- Kavyakantha once again refers to Bhagavan’s
total conquest of Kama, the greatest inner enemy. Using a
poetic expression, Kavyakantha says that Bhagavan was
inaccessible to the arrows (shastra) of the one who has the
picture of Fish in his flag (jhasha-ketana), that is, Manmatha.
When body consciousness is totally absent, how can there
be feelings of Kama?

Kavyakantha ends the verse referring to the purpose of
Bhagavan’s earthly sojourn - that of bringing about Self-
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awakening for the whole world. He uses the word hard-
labour (krishi) of the agricultural type. Preparing the ground,
sowing the seeds, irrigating the land, removing the weeds
etc., are applicable in the field of spirituality too! Bhagavan
prepared the minds of the devotees by his Divine Silence;
his constant rejoinder to turn inwards (Who is the sufferer?
Who is the doubter?Who is the ‘I’ that wants
enlightenment?..and so on) is equivalent to sowing the seeds
in the ploughed field; he irrigated the minds of the seekers
with Grace flowing through his extraordinary look; he
constantly protected the sadhakas from weeds of negative,
degenerative thoughts. Every conversation would end with
the exhortation that Self-Realisation alone is the purpose of
this life; that alone can bestow lasting happiness; knowing
‘That’, everything is known and so on.

It is said that when a devotee asked Sri Bhagavan if
Vaikuntam and other worlds mentioned in the puranas
were real, he replied, “As real as this world.” The devotee
continued, “Will I be able to go to Vaikuntam and meet
Lord Vishnu?” Bhagavan seems to have said, “ Why not?”
The devotee did not stop there and asked if he would be
able to talk to Lord Vishnu. Again Sri Bhagavan seems to
have said, “Why not?” The devotee then asked Bhagavan, “
What would Lord Vishnu tell me?” Bhagavan smiled and
said, “He will tell you ‘Find out who you are!” “

Kavyakantha used to refer to Bhagavan’s relentless counter
to all complaints of worldly difficulties, namely, “Who has
these problems?”, as Brahmastra, the missile that brooks
no counter-measures! Encountering this question, the mind
will be pushed inwards and become silent.
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Lest We Forget
Sri Bhadriraju (1927-82)
Goteti Raja Rao

[Sri Bhadriraju Garu was one of the founder member
of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad and a highly
matured evolved soul. He was a soft spoken person
with a constant sweet smile and his face radiated his
spiritual stature. In the formative years of the Kendram,
he was the main speaker in Telugu and the devotees
eagerly looked forward to his pravachana. He was very
dear to Dr K.S. who went on record to say that while he
could maintain his composure when he lost his own father,
he could not do so when Sri Bhadriraju Garu left his
body.

The tribute in the present article is written by G.Raja
Rao, son-in-law of Sri Bhadriraju Garu, a long standing
member of the Kendram who is not only a sincere
sadhaka but also a captivating singer. Sri Bhadriraju
Garu stayed along with his family at the residence of
the author of this article in Hyderabad till last. The
author recollects that he was blessed to have Sri
Bhadriraju’s enlightening company at home and also
immensely grateful to Sri Bhadriraju for bringing him
too into Ramana’s fold. Ed)

Early Life

Sri Bhadriraju Bhadriraju, (referred to as ‘Sri BB’ for
brevity), an ardent devotee of Sri Bhagavan and one of the
founder members of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad, was
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born in 1927 in the Vemulawada town in East Godavari
Dist, A.P., into an orthodox middle class family. He was the
second of five brothers and three sisters. They lost their
mother in their childhood and father Sri Seetharamayya
brought them up well-aided by their grand mother, in a very
religious atmosphere. Right from childhood they were trained
to read aloud the poems in Sri Bhagavatham, Ramayanam
etc., understand and discuss their context and meanings
among themselves and with friends.

Sri BB graduated in civil engineering, at Govt College,
Kakinada. He married Smt.Hymavathi who was also from a
religious family; they were blessed with two daughters. He
joined service in PWD and worked at several places in AP
in senior capacity. He was acclaimed as a very dedicated,
punctual and sincere officer, never tolerating any corrupt
practices. Those engineers who were trained by him in 1970s
in their early career recollect even today with gratitude that
they are blessed as their perceptions and lives have changed
remarkably for good after working with Sri BB. Even after
decades of their service with various officers, they consider
him still as ‘the best of men’ they ever came across. Sri BB,
on the religious side, out of devotion to Lord Rama, took
active part and was instrumental in constructing
a ‘Ramalayam’ (Temple of Rama) in the Mothugudem
village during his service at Lower Sileru project.

Into Sri Bhagavan’s Fold:

Though initially he was largely drawn to the literature on

Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and Sri Vivekananda, it was
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in the year 1967 that Sri BB came into contact with Sri
BVLN Raju, who was later to become popular as
“Satguru Sri Nannagaru of Jinnur”. Sri Nannagaru
spoke to him about Sri Bhagavan Ramana and gave the
book “WHQO AM I?”. That single incident changed his life.
Though initially Sri BB found the book very dry and
uninteresting, very soon he felt immense influence of Sri
Bhagavan’s teaching on him and unmistakably found himself
drawn into His fold. In due course he became an ardent
devotee of Sri Bhagavan. His conviction was firm that Sri
Bhagavan is the ultimate refuge and there is no need for him
to think about any other guru or path. Thereafter he used to
meet Sri Nannagaru frequently and discuss about Sri
Bhagavan and His teachings. Sri Nannagaru later was
mentioning in his discourses at several places that Sri
Bhagavan, in a dream, revealed to him that Sri BB was not
an outsider or a stranger but he and Sri BB were brothers in
their previous birth. (In the name Nannagaru, ‘Nanna’ means
‘father’ and interestingly, Sri BB too used to be addressed
by his kith and kin as ‘Nanna Rao”). Sri BB started visiting
Sri Ramanasramam and meeting several senior devotees,
intently learning about their experiences with Sri Bhagavan
as well as the sadhana aspects.

Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad:

In the year 1979, in response to the call of Dr KS through
the Deccan Chronicle, Sri BB attended the Ramana Satsang
at ‘Hindi Mahavidyalaya’ at Hyderabad. Very soon he
became a regular, active and a prominent member of the Sri
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Ramana Kendram. While Dr KS gave talks on Upadesa
Saram and Sri KR Subramaniam on Ramana Gita, Sri BB
used to talk in telugu, on Akshramanamala. He had a natural
skill to add a little sense of humour to the subject and make
the talk very interesting. Very soon Dr KS and the like-
minded Sri BB grew intimate. The very name or thought of
Bhagavan brought them to tears. With the advent of Sri BB
as well as others, Dr KS felt extremely fulfilled about the
intended purpose of founding the Hyderabad Kendram. While
on a visit to Sri Ramanashram, Sri BB happened to meet,
among others, Sri Balarama Reddy garu. It is remarkable
that Sri Reddy garu broke his long vow of mouna, just to
have a conversation with Sri BB.

The Great Miracle:

Once Sri BB and several Kendram members, including
Smt & Sri G.V.Rajeswara Rao, were on a visit to Ashramam
and eventually undertook the Giri Pradakshinam. His wife
Smt Hymavathi earlier had a paralytic attack and could not
walk more than a few steps even at home. As she
accompanied him to the Ashram, Sri BB suggested to her
that, having come all the way, she may attempt to walk just
a few steps along with other devotees as a formality, and
then return to the Ashram. Though starting reluctantly, she
slowly picked up and surprisingly continued to walk without
any complaint or trouble to the wonder of all the others.
When asked by the surprised co-devotees about this, she
disclosed that Sri Bhagavan appeared before her with
koupeena and hand-stick, was calling her as ‘Amma’
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and encouraging her to walk and move forward. Thus
she completed almost full pradakshinam to the
amazement of all co-devotees. It is a wonder of wonders.
What greater proof is required than this that Sri
Bhagavan’s Grace can make impossible things possible!

Sri BB used to conduct regular Ramana Satsangs every
Thursday evening at his residence. Several Kendram devotees
including Dr KS and Sri J.Krishnamurthy used to attend.
Also he was daily meeting Sri Krishnabhikshu, the very well
known and senior Ramana devotee who was staying a few
doors away and hear about Sri Bhagavan to his heart’s
content.

Detachment gradually overtook Sri BB and his focus
converged on Sri Bhagavan. In matters of welfare of family
members, he used to say ‘one should have only concern,
not worry’ for them. When facing any difficulty in day-to-
day life, he would imagine how Sri Ramana would have
reacted in such a situation, and try to react similarly thereby
attaining abundant peace.

Very soon he took a surprising decision that he would go
and settle at Sri Ramanasramam for the rest of his life.
Though his family members never agreed to it, he would not
budge. Even when it came to the question of his ailing wife
who needed constant medical attention, he would just say
dispassionately and firmly that if she wanted she could also
just join him at the Ashramam.

Reaching Sri Bhagavan’s Abode:

Sri BB started planning to settle at the Ashramam and

applied for voluntary retirement in 1982 and relinquished his
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job. He went to Narasapur, a town near Jinnur and had
regular full-day Satsangs with Sri NannaGaru for about 15
days. But, as destiny would have it, before his wish of settling
at Ashramam was fulfilled, Ramana called him to His abode.
On 25th June, 1982 after the usual morning prayer at his
residence at Hyderabad, he complained of pain in the chest,
and uttered loudly the name of "Ramana” three times. Those
were his final three words before he breathed his last.

Dr KS, who was treating Sri BB as more than a family
member was shocked at the news. So also were other
Kendram members. Dr KS, along with other devotees, spent
a long time beside the body chanting “Arunachala Siva” and
the following day attended, along with a large number of
Kendram members, the final rites of the mortal remains.

The following Sunday while paying tribute to Sri
BB at the Kendram, Dr KS broke down several times
and with uncontrollable tears, he disclosed that he did
not shed tears so profusely even when he lost his father.

Last but not the least, the spiritual status of Sri BB is
evident from the fact that Sri NannaGaru of Jinnur, who was
treated as a Jnani as well as an Incarnation himself by
thousands of his devotees, reverently displayed, at the
entrance to his Jinnur residence, the photo of Sri
BHADRIRAJU on par with and in the same format as
that of the pictures of Sri Arunachaleswara and Sri
Bhagavan. A spotless life, extreme devotion to Sri Bhagavan
culminating in the utterance of name ‘Ramana’ in his last
moments, and perhaps a spiritual attainment beyond all these,
must have bestowed on him a place of such an extraordinary
distinction.

SRI RAMANA JYOTHI, JUNE, 2019 _——— 45




Saints Of Periapuranam
Meyporul Nayanar

Meyporul Nayanar was a pious king. He is referred to as
Satyartha in SivabhakthaVilasam. Both Meyporul and
Satyartha mean the same: Absolute Truth. He ruled over the
land of Sethi, with Tirukkovalur as the capital. He was
chivalrous and brave. He fought many battles and was always
victorious. There was peace and plenty in his kingdom.
People worshipped him as the living God. He was well
versed in the Agamas. He was an ardent devotee of Lord
Siva. To him Siva and His devotees, adorned with matted
locks, Rudraksham and sacred ashes represented the
Absolute Truth and all the rest of the world was straw. He
saw everything as Sivamayam. Siva Bhaktas enjoyed absolute
freedom in his country: they were honoured by the king and
the people alike. Though he functioned as the king, his mind
was always at the Lord’s Feet.

Nayanar’s fame soon spread far and wide. This evoked
the jealousy of Mukthanathan, the king of the neighbouring
state. He collected a big army and attacked Nayanar several
times; but he was repeatedly defeated. So, Mukthanathan
resorted to foul play. One day, he disguised himself as a
Siva Yogi (for he knew that Nayanar had supreme devotion
to Siva Bhaktas) and entered the palace at night. The gate-
keepers did not question him, but allowed him to proceed.
Dathan, the faithful and intelligent servant of Nayanar, was
guarding the bedroom in which the king was sleeping. When
the Siva Yogi approached the bedroom, Dathan tried to
dissuade him from disturbing the king’s sleep; but the Yogi

46 —————— SRI RAMANA JYOTHIL, JUNE, 2019

refused to listen, saying: ‘I have some secret Shastra to
teach the king. I cannot wait.” So, Dathan had to allow the
Yogi to enter the bedroom of the king, though he was a little
suspicious. Nayanar’s wife got up and, finding a Siva Yogi
in the room, quickly awakened her husband.

The Siva Yogi told the king that the Shastra was a great
secret, revealed by the Lord Himself, and that only the king
was entitled to hear it. At once the king sent the queen away
and prostrated before the Yogi, ready to receive the secret.
At that instant,the Siva Yogi, who was none else than the
jealous king Muthanathan, quickly stabbed Nayanar on his
back, with a knife he had kept hidden.

Sekkizhar, the poet says here that even though the Nayanar
was betrayed in this manner, the victory was still his because
Meyporul Nayanar uttered these extraordinary words: “
Even if someone puts on the mask of asceticism, he still
represents the True Being!”

At that time Dathan entered the room and found the king
on the floor in a pool of blood and Mukthanathan with a
knife in his hand. He was ready to strike down Mukthanathan,
when the dying Nayanar said: ‘Datha, he is our man. He has
the appearance of a Siva Yogi and so must be honoured as
one. Do not harm him. Kindly escort him to the borders of
our kingdom, and see that he is unharmed.” Dathan obeyed
the commands of his master.

As he was escorting Mukthanathan, the people who had
heard what happened went to attack Mukthanathan, but, as
soon as Dathan told them of the king’s commands, they
withdrew, admiring the supreme devotion of their king. Thus,
Mukthanathan was safely escorted out of the kingdom.
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Dathan hastened back to the palace to convey this news to
the dying king who was anxiously waiting for it. As soon as
Dathan conveyed the news to the king, the Nayanar called
all his Ministers and relatives to his bedside, and spoke to
them as follows: ‘It is our duty to serve the Bhaktas. They
must be honoured and worshipped at all times and under all
circumstances. Let our people walk in the footsteps of the
Siva Bhaktas. Let the country be flooded with Siva Bhaktas.
By their blessings, let peace and prosperity reign in our
land.” With these words, he closed his eyes and meditated
on Lord Siva.

Lord Siva at once appeared before him and blessed him
as follows: ‘I am immensely pleased with your unquestioning
devotion to My Bhaktas, and your universal love. Even in a
murderer you saw Me. You are therefore fit to reach the
Highest Abode which even the Devas cannot hope to reach.’
With these words the Lord disappeared and Meyporul
Nayanar also attained His Abode.

Kaupinavanthah Khalu Bhagyavantah
(Fortunate are Those With a Mere Loincloth)-(Letter dated
5th February 1946 )

By SuriNagamma

You know, off and on, Bhagavan has been going through
Sri Ramana Leela, which has recently been received from
the printers. In that connection, Rangaswami asked yesterday,
“Has the story about the towel been written in it?”” As it was
not in the book, Bhagavan told us as follows:
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“About forty years back — perhaps in 1906 — when |
was in Pachiamman Koil, I had with me only one Malayalam
towel. It was given to me by somebody. As the material
was flimsy it became worn out within two months and was
torn in several places. Palaniswami was not in town. I had
therefore to look after the cooking and all other domestic
work. As I used to dry my feet and hands with the towel
every now and then, it got all sorts of colours. Its condition
would be seen if [ used it as a cover for the body. So I used
to roll it and keep it near at hand. What did it matter to me?
It was enough if the required work gets done with its help.
After bathing, I used to dry myself with the towel, and then
put it out to dry. I used to guard it carefully so that no one
else would know about it. One day a mischievous little boy
saw when [ was drying it, and said, ‘Swami, Swami, this
towel is required by the Governor. He has asked me to get
it from you. Please give it to me.” So saying he mischievously
stretched out his hand. ‘Oh, dear! This towel! No, I cannot
give it. Go away!’ I said.

“As that towel gradually got torn more and more with a
thousand holes in it, I ceased to keep it with me lest it
should be seen by Sesha Iyer and others. I used it after my
bath, and then after drying it, hid it in a hole in the trunk of a
tree within the temple precincts. One day, when I went out
somewhere, Sesha Iyer and others, while searching for
something else, happened to search that hole in the tree
trunk, and found the towel. Seeing its condition and blaming
themselves for their neglect, they began offering profuse
apologies when I returned. ‘“What is the matter?’ I asked.
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‘Is it this towel with a thousand holes that you are daily
drying your body with after your bath? Shame on our
devotion to you! We could not find out even this.” So saying,
they brought several bundles of towels.

“Something else also happened before this. My kaupinam
got torn. I do not usually ask anyone for anything. Bodily
privacy has however to be maintained. Where could I get a
needle and thread available to mend the kaupinam? At last,
I got hold of a thorn, made a hole in it, took out a thread
from the kaupinam itself, put it into the hole and thus mended
the cloth, and, so as to hide the place where it was mended,
I used to fold it suitably before putting it on. Time passed
like that. What do we need? Such were those days!” said
Bhagavan.

It was quite natural for him to tell us all this but we who
heard him felt deeply grieved. Having heard this incident
from Bhagavan some time back, Muruganar is reported to
have written a verse. The purport of that verse is:

“Oh, Venkata Ramana, who wore a kaupinam mended
by a thorn, and who was served by Indra as a towel with a
thousand eyes.”

( Source: Mountain Path, Aradhana 1997)

This ego - this enemy of the Self , concealed like

a thorn in the throat — take it out with the

instrument of discrimination, and enjoy the

blissfulness of your own kingdom to your heart’s
content.

Viveka Chudamani — Verse 307
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SANKALPAM

Early one morning, Bhagavan was in the kitchen, cutting
vegetables. A few devotees were also there, busy with various
jobs. After a few minutes, Sundaram requested Bhagavan to
permit him to go for Giripradakshinam. The other devotees
protested vehemently, saying that there was a lot of work to
be done, and Sundaram was needed in the kitchen.

Bhagavan asked Sundaram, “Have you made a sankalpam
(vow) to go for Giripradakshinam?” Sundaram replied,
“No, Bhagavan, it is nothing so serious. It is just that I was
planning to go with someone last night, but could not make
it; so I thought I would go now.”

Bhagavan said, “So you made this sankalpam last night
itself! Then you have to fulfill it now, no question about that.
You don’t have to do anything here. Go and fulfill your vow.
That is most important.” (Source: Ramana Thiruvilayadal Thirattu)
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