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1.

Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in March

Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

2. 3 Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

3.

16™ March - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.15 p.m.
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Gems From Adi Sankara’s Bhaja Govindam
Dr.K.Subrahmanian (Talks 7B, 10B)

The most important thing for spiritual progress is humility.
Arrogance and spirituality do not go together. Anyone who
says my guru is the best, other gurus are useless is anything
but spiritual. The world is a very big place, and we know
very little. It is wrong to say anything about other gurus. A
guru who says that other gurus are useless, whatever he is,
he is not a guru. A real guru is one who will treat all alike.
He has no ego of any kind whatsoever; his compassion is
unbounded, unlimited. A real guru is one who will follow
you even to hell. He is not displeased when you leave him
because he knows why you are leaving him. Even if you
forget the guru for some time, the power and compassion of
the guru is such that you will go back to him. He may even
send you to another guru if that is what is needed for your
progress. He is not one who says, “You have to stay with
me alone”. He gives you the liberty to change gurus if you
feel sincerely that the other guru will take you to a newer
path. A real guru is one who is not of this world, but
strangely, who is deeply engaged with this world.

That is why association with the real guru takes you to the
highest plane. Adi Sankara says in Bhaja Govindam:

Satsangatve nissangatvam, nissangatve nirmohatvam

nirmohatve niscalatatvam, niscalatatve jeevanmuktih

Even in ordinary life, we see how ordinary people can
acquire enormous power by association with the great. An
uneducated peon in the Chief Minister’s office has the power
to prevent a Minister from entering the Chief Minister’s
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chamber! He has acquired importance due to his association.
There is this popular story about the snake crawling over the
neck of Lord Siva calling out to Garuda, “Eh Garuda! How
are you? Are you alright?”” Under any other circumstance,
the snake would try to slither away and hide at the very sight
of Garuda! The point of this story is, associate yourself with
the best. It will make you fearless and powerful. In other
words, satsang is the best in all the worlds.

Satsang will give you peace, satsang will give you
tranquility, and satsang will give you what you cannot get
elsewhere. To get satsang is very difficult. You can get
people to attend election meetings, but it is difficult to get
people who think of God or guru for a stretch of time.
That’s why all of our sages and saints talk about the
importance of satsang.

Nissangatvam means the mind gets detached; at least
during this period the mind is detached from your worries,
your family, and so on. When you are detached, you are
free from all mohas or illusions and delusions, nirmohatvam.
This leads to niscalatatvam, that is, the mind becomes free
by becoming tranquil. niscalatatve jeevanmuktih: when
your mind becomes tranquil, you gain jeevanmukti or
liberation while alive. Sankara says the basis of all this is to
start with satsang.

What is the best time for it? He responds in another
verse :

baalastavatkridaa-saktah, tarunastaavat- tarunisaktah

Vridhastavat-chintasaktah parebrahmani kopi-na-

saktah
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Sankara says, baalastavatkridasaktah - when you are a
young boy your interest is in playing; tarunastaavat-
tarunisatkah- when you are a young man, your interest is
in women; Vridhastavat-chintasatkah- when you are old,
you spend time thinking all the time about so many things.
You think you should have lived like that or like this; you
think of your children and grandchildren. There are so many
worries, problems. Sankarasays, in the end, parebrahmani
kopi-na-sakttah- nobody has time to think of Param
Brahma. The whole life is spent in doing this or that, not on
the one thing that matters.

Again Sankara says in another verse:

Kaatekaantakasteputrah,

samsaaroyamateevavichitrah

Kasyatvamvaakutaaayaatahtat

vamchintayatadihabhraatah

These statements of Sankara are so simple and yet so
profound! He says here: in the beginning you think of yourself
and your father and mother. You get married to a woman
one day, she comes from nowhere, and suddenly she
becomes very important in your life. You say I can’t live
without her. Your father and mother are not important
anymore. Same thing is the wife’s attitude towards the
husband. He becomes very important. Sankara asks this
question, who is this? She was somewhere and you were
somewhere else. Then suddenly she becomes all-important
to you; you begin to ignore everybody else. Kaatekaanta?
Kasteputrah - one day you have a child. The moment you
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have a son or a daughter, you think they are now most
important; they must be brought up very well. You give your
whole life to their care because they have become very
important. Your whole world consists of this family.
samsaaroyamateevavichitrah — this samsara is vichitra,
strange. Suddenly, you start thinking in terms of your family
alone. You ignore other people, because you want your
children to succeed. Sankara says, there must be a sense of
proportion in these things. Why do you think that your entire
life depends on them? Let’s ask this question: Kasyat
vamvaa - to whom do you belong? If you say that you
belong to your parents only, how is it that your whole attitude
changes suddenly the moment you have a wife, she becomes
all-important. You know that you owe so much to them, but
you don’t worry. Kutaaayaatah: from where have you
come? We don’t know our beginning and we don’t know
our end. But in between there is a lot of us!

In the end Sankara says, tatvamchintayatadihabhraatah-
O my brother, think about these things. He does not say we
should ignore them, but he says these are false attachments.
Your children will leave you one day. The husband or the
wife - one of them will leave. You realize that these
relationships are unimportant. Do not rely entirely on them.
Of course, you must treat them well. You should respect
them, but focus on the truth of yourself - the one who has all
these kinds of relationships. You will then start understanding
the truth about this life.

* * *
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The Secret of The Guru
Sri K. Lakshmana Sarma

(continued from Feb 18 issue)

This dilemma was resolved by Bhagavan’s answer to the
following question:

“It is said that when a Sage is in His Nirvikalpa Samadhi,
He is unable to take any part in the world. But it appears
from the Bhagavan Himself that a Sage can take part in the
world without coming down from his Samadhi. What is the
truth here?”

Bhagavan replied:—

“Both the views are right, because there are two
NirvikalpaSamadhis, the Yogic Samadhi called the
KevalaNirvikalpa and the Samadhi of the Sage (jnani)
which is called the SahajaNirvikalpa. In the ‘former’, the
Yogi’s’ mind is temporarily merged in the Chaitanya
(consciousness) of the Self, and can be brought back to the
world as a bucket with a rope tied to it and let down into a
well can be drawn out of the well by the rope. In the latter
the Sage’s mind is once for all dissolved and lost in the Real
Self, like a river that has become one with the ocean, and
hence cannot revive and turn back to the world. But this
Sahaja (Natural) State does not hinder the Sage from
functioning automatically in the world. Nor does this
functioning hinder the Sage’s remaining in His state of
Awareness of the Real Self.”
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It would seem that though the Sage’s mind is dissolved in
the Real Self, there is an attenuated remnant of the mind ban
function, being activated by God Himself, by His Mere
presence. This activity is not egoistic, and hence the Sage
has no sense of being the doer of these actions, and therefore
these activities cannot be attributed to Him. Thus the work
of the Sage as Guru goes on automatically, without His ever
ceasing to remain in His Natural State as a Sage. Hence his
teachings are fully authoritative. The Bhagavan also said that
if the Sahaja Samadhi is not admitted, it would follow that
books of the ancient lore, such as the Gita, are not
authoritative, because they could not have been spoken of
one that was at the time fully aware of the Truth that was
taught.

From all this, we shall be able to realize to an extent the
true greatness of the Sage, our Guru. We must learn from all
this that the Guru is not in the least distinguishable from God.
Jesus’s statements, “I and My Father are one,” and “He that
has seen me has seen the Father” correlate His view of the
Divinity of the Guru. So, when we are engaged in studying
the life of Bhagavan as it was unfolded in the World we are
studying a Divine Activity— a study, the pursuit of which is
a spiritual Sadhana, a process of deepening our devotion to
our Guru, whereby we shall sooner or later reach the goal of
our lives.

(Source- The Call Divine, September 1952)
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Saints Of Periapuranam
Tiru Neelakanta Nayanar

Tiru Neelakanta Nayanar was an ardent devotee of Lord
Siva and lived in Chidambaram. This was not actually the
name he was born with. As this Nayanar adored Lord Siva
in His aspect of Neelakanta, the divine name Neelakanta
was on his lips constantly. He would always tell others
how, for the protection of the world, the Lord drank the
virulent poison and got the name Neelakanta, the Blue
Throated One. He would assure his friends that those who
took refuge under His feet would be purged of all sins and
would finally be taken to His Abode. His devotion earned
him the name Tiru Neelakanta Nayanar. He was a potter by
profession and made beautiful begging bowls of clay and
offered them free to the devotees of Lord Siva, with great
joy.

Despite his virtuous qualities, he once fell victim to lust.
One day, he visited the house of a woman of loose morals.
When he returned home, his dutiful and pious wife divined at
once his fall from a virtuous life. This perturbed her very
greatly; she did not show this and continued to serve him, as
before. But she decided not to have any physical relationship
with him. Nayanar could not understand the reason. One
day, as he approached her with passion, she uttered an oath
saying: “In the name of Neelakanta, I ask you: do not touch

2

us.
Sekkizhar, the author of Periapuranam says here,
On account of the ardour
he bore to Neelakanta, the Primordial Being,
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he stepped back, and staring at her as at a stranger,
said:

“Since you said ‘us’, I will not even touch by thought,

besides you, all other women as well!”

Such was his sincere devotion to the Lord that he lived
thereafter like Bhishma of Mahabharata fame. Though the
couple continued to live together, they did not have any
physical contact; nor did they let anyone know about this.

Years rolled by and they grew old. In the words of
Sekkizhar, “though they leaned forward on account of
weakness as they walked, they never leaned backward
in the quality of their resolve or love towards the Lord.”
Lord Siva wanted to reveal the greatness of His devotee.
One day, the Lord came to TiruNeelakanta’s house in the
guise of a Siva Yogi. Neelakanta welcomed him with great
reverence. The Yogi gave him a begging bowl and said,
“Oh noble soul, kindly keep this in your safe custody till I
come back for it. To me, it is extremely precious. It has the
wonderful property of purifying anything that comes into
contact with it. So, please protect it with the greatest care.”
Then the Siva Yogi left the place, and Neelakanta kept the
bowl in a very safe place in the house.

The Lord, deciding to play His Leela, caused the bowl to
disappear from the house. After some time, he came back
and asked Neelakanta for the bowl. Neelakanta searched
everywhere for it, but could not find it. He was mystified
and stunned, and was ashamed of himself for losing the
precious bowl. Trembling with fear, he fell at the Yogi’s feet
and said that he could not find it. At this, the Yogi got very
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angry and accused Neelakanta of being a thief and a cheat.
Neelakanta offered to replace the bowl with a costlier one;
but the Yogi would not agree to it.Again and again,
Neelakanta pleaded that he had not stolen the bowl and that
by a divine mystery it was missing from the house. The Yogi
demanded he say this holding his wife’s hand. Nayanar,
who had resolved, in the name of the Lord, not to touch any
woman, politely refused. The Yogi stated that this
unwillingness was a clear indication that Neelakanta had
stolen the bowl. He insisted on taking Tiru Neelakanta to
the court.

The Brahmins presiding over the court heard the case.
They asked Neelakanta to declare his innocence under oath,
as desired by the Yogi. Neelakanta got into the tank, along
with his wife; they had a stick in their hand, and each of
them was holding one end of it. The Yogi objected to this
and demanded thatNeelakanta actually hold his wife’s hand.
Neelakanta could not keep the oath binding him and his wife
a secret anymore, and so, related the whole story to the
court. After this narration, Neelakanta and his wife caught
hold of the two ends of the stick and took a dip in the tank.
A miracle happened. As they emerged from the water, they
shone with youth and beauty. The Siva Yogi disappeared
from their midst and Lord Siva and Mother Parvathi appeared
in the sky, blessing all of them. The Lord said: “Due to the
merit of having lived a life of self-control and devotion, you
will live in My Eternal Abode, forever youthful.”

The Lord thus revealed the glory of supreme devotion of
the Nayanar to Him.
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Sri Bhagavan, the Pinnacle of Samavatva Bhava
- G.Sri Hari Rao

Smt.Kanakamma Gaaru, the greatly revered devotee of
Sri Bhagavan, had been an inspiration and guide to many
devotees. She dedicated her life to the pursuit of truth under
the direct guidance of Sri Bhagavan. Sri Muruganar taught
her with utmost care and affection. Befitting her devotion to
Sri Bhagavan, she dropped her body carrying out
pradakshinas to Sri Bhagavan’s Samadhi.

A few months before she left the world, my wife and |
visited her at her residence — this proved to be our last
interaction with this great sage. She narrated the following
incident in the course of our conversation; it highlights the
uncompromising Advaitic stance of Sri Bhagavan and his
matchless sense of equality.

Sri Bhagavan was sitting in the Jubilee Hall those days.
Smt. KanakammaGaaru and Sri Muruganar were in the
vicinity of Sri Bhagavan, among the devotees who sat
surrounding him.

A devotee from the Telugu speaking part of the country
came to Sri Bhagavan and appeared to be in great distress.
He was crying inconsolably and amidst his sobs beseeched
Sri Bhagavan to give him upadesa. Sri Bhagavan askedthe
devotee, “Why should I give you upadesa?” The devotee
answered, “Swami! You are a jnaniand 1 am ajnani.
Therefore you should give me upadesa.”

Sri Bhagavan countered, “If I also think that I am a jrani
and you are ajnani, | am not qualified to give you upadesa.”

Sri Muruganar who was nearby, said, “Your upadesa is
complete. You can go now.”
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Singing the Glory of Sri Ramana
Kavyakantha’s Sri Ramana Chatvaarimsat

Verse 1

Kathayaanijayaakalushamharata

Karunaanidhina- arunashailajusha

Khagavaahanabhaashitatatvavidaa

Vrushavaahanamaunarahasyabhrutaa

Kathayaa: By conversation, speech; nijayaa: his own,;
kalusham: impurities, turbidity; Harata: removes;
karunaanidhinaa : treasure house of compassion;
Arunashailajusha: (who) resides at the foot of the Aruna
Hill; khaga-vaahana: (one who) rides the swan; bhaashita:
exposition; tattvavidaa: of the essential truth;
vrushavaahana: (one who) rides the Bull; mauna
rahasyabhruta: carries the secret of Silence.

Verse Meaning: Treasure house of compassion, Sri
Bhagavan resides at the foot of Arunachala. By his own
speech, he removes the impurities and confusion(of those
who approach him). He has realized the essential truth
expounded by the rider of the Swan (Brahmaa). He carries
in him the secret of the Silence of the one who is mounted
on the Bull (Lord Siva, as Dakshinamurty)

This verse and the next nine verses are composed using
the Totaka metre, made famous by AdiSankara’s disciple,
Totakaacharya. Ever since Sri Bhagavan arrived in
Tiruvannamalai in 1896 (Arunashaila-jusha), he did not
move out of it even for a second, living constantly in the
state of Self Realization. Referring to Sri Bhagavan in the
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next line as Karunaa-nidhi, treasure house of Compassion,
Kaavyakantha seems to imply that out of all compassionate
acts, the greatest act is his decision to live a life amidst the
teeming multitudes. In the words of S. Sankaranarayanan
(the author of a brief commentary on Chatvaarimsat), “Like
many Siddhas of yore who are reputed to be still living
invisibly in the caves of Arunachala, the Brahmana Swamy
could have as well chosen to lead a serene life in seclusion,
far from the madding crowds. But out of his boundless
compassion towards the denizens of the world, he chose to
live on normally, a man among men, as a jivanmukta.”

The young Swamy did attempt to move away from the
society once, by deciding to fast and take on Pranava
Sariram, an act of dissolving into the elements and remaining
in a smoke-like form. But as he started moving towards the
jungles with this in mind, the head of Easanya Mutt, one
Sattappaswamy, happened to come towards him in his cart.
He stopped the cart at once and requested the Swamy to
get in and come with him and be his guest in the Mutt. The
Swamy of course refused, but the chief of the Mutt did not
pay any heed; he lifted the Brahmana Swamy physically and
took him to the Mutt! This way, Brahmana Swamy, bound
by the love of devotees like Sattappaswamy, continued to
live in our midst. (Source: Arunachala’s Ramana, Vol I,
page 179)

In the first part of the verse, the Muni says that by casual
conversation -kathaa- Sri Bhagavan cleared the confusion
and turbidity in the minds of his listeners- kalushamharata.
Though he was mostly silent and indrawn, he did respond
orally, whenever needed. The first occasion when he decided
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to abandon his manua and speak was when Kaavyakantha
approached Sri Bhagavan in Virupaksha cave in 1907 and
poured out his heart; in spite of his mastery of mantra japa,
Kaavyakantha had many doubts about tapas and had not
achieved the truly peaceful state. Brahmana Swamy came
out of his deep silence and answered Kaavyakantha’s
questions with an authority that so impressed the Muni that
he gave the name Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi to the
young Swamy. That was the beginning of Sri Bhagavan
supplementing his Upadesa through Silence with oral
communication. In this way, Sri Bhagavan was a combination
of the Adi Guru Dakshinamurthy (who taught only through
Silence) and Adi Sankara (who excelled in expounding the
great truths orally and through his writings). T.M.P.
Mahadevan says that this modern age needs a combination
of Silence and oral teachings in conveying lofty Vedantic
truths; it was to fulfill precisely this need that Sri Ramana
came on the scene. His answers to the questions put to him
were absolutely lucid and had the extraordinary power to
subdue the doubting mind and bestow peace then and there.
They had the quality of universality.

Sri Bhagavan’s life story (kathaa) itself came out piece
by piece through his own narration at various times. B.V.
Narasimha Swamy, SuriNagamma, DevarajaMudaliar,
Muruganar and many other devotees elicited information
connected with his early life with tireless persistence from a
reluctant Bhagavan. But his life, pieced together thus, had a
tremendous influence on those who were fortunate to have
come across the narrative, and continues to do so even
today It has a cleansing effect on us -kalushamharata.
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Srimad Bhagavatam says the same thing about Lord
Krishna’s life: tavakathaa-amrutam ....kalmashaa-paham.

In the second part of the verse, Kaavyakantha talks about
how Sri Bhagavan’s state of realisation perfectly matches
with the descriptions in all our scriptures. Sri Bhagavan first
experienced the Supreme State, and later came to know
that his attainment has been well ‘documented’ in the spiritual
lore of our religion. The poet conveys this by saying that the
essential truth (tattvavidaa) realized by Bhagavan is the
same that is expounded by the Vedas (bhaashita) uttered
by Brahma the Creator (Khagavaahana). According to
our legends, Brahma’s mount or vaahanam is the bird (khaga
in Sanskrit), the celestial Swan. Brahma chants the Vedas
constantly and in the process, creates all the worlds.

Kaavyakantha uses the terminology of Vaahanam again
to compare Sri Bhagavan’s abidance in Mauna with Adi
Guru Dakshinamurthy, a manifestation of Lord Siva, whose
mount is the sacred Bull (vrusha-vaahana). The poet says
that Sri Bhagavan carries with him (bhruta) the secret of
that silence (maunarahasya). He says the same thing in Sri
Ramana Gita: Brahmyamstithautupitaramvata-moola
Vaasamsamsmaarayantam ...He reminds us of his father,
Dakshinamurthy, abiding at the foot of the banyan tree, in
his state of absorption in Brahman.

Thus begin the descriptions of the unique qualities of Sri
Bhagavan, both divine and human, in this extraordinary
composition of Kaavyakantha.
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KILI GOPURAM (Parrot Tower)
Sneha Choudhury

The haloed Arunachala temple, set against the majestic
backdrop of the sacred hill of Arunachala, presents an
atmosphere of peace and sanctity; and the temple is amply
glorified by all those who visit it. The air is crisp and fresh,
and the floor vibrates with the aura of the Gods who walked
in these holy precincts. High above, on the gopurams that
touch the sky, parrots fly gaily, screeching and twittering.
The sight of these birds lend an ethereal charm to the ancient
temple. The architecture on the gopuramsrelates the stories
of the Gods, as much as the numerous sages and rishis who
added glory to the place with their austerities and devotion.
Among the galaxy of Gods and Goddesses, one finds it a
quaint wonder to see an image of a parrot adorning the
sthubis of the 3"prakaram.

The Kili(parrot) gopuram testifies to a tale of surrender
and bhakti, and the wonder and overflowing compassion of
the Divine towards His devotees. Saint Arunagirinathar was
a poet and musician of the 14" century, having been saved
by Lord Subramanya, when he tried to end his life by jumping
from one of the towers of the temple. “You are not born to
die; you are born to save lives. You are born to fulfill a
divine mission”, the Lord, full of mercy, blessed him, and
Arunagirinathar instantaneously developed devotion, due to
the direct intervention of the Lord. He devoted his entire life
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composing and singing the glory of the abounding grace of
the Lord, who carriesthe vel and rides the peacock.

King Prabhuda Devaraja honoured Arunagirinathar and
granted him the privileged status of a ‘Poet of the Royal
Court’.The king had a friend and a minister Sambanthaadan.
Sambanthaadan was an adept at fantra, he had sought a
boon from Kali that she would instantly appear whenever he
summoned her. He disliked Saint Arunagirinathar for his
growing popularity, and convinced Prabhuda Devaraja, to
arrange a public competition between the two of them, to
invoke their respective ishtadevata to appear in the sabha,
on condition that the loser would have to leave the kingdom
for good. Saint Arunagirinathar was not aware of the
condition; however, out of great respect for the king, agreed
to compete with Sambanthaadan.

Large crowds gathered to witness the event. First,
Sambanthaadan sang to invoke Kali’s presence. She had an
inkling of the evil intentions of the minister and refused to
appear. Then he entreated her that for having been her
devotee for so many years, she should at least ensure that
Lord Subramanya should not appear when Saint
Arunagirinathar invoked him. Now, it was the turn of Saint
Arunagirinathar to sing. Arunagirinathar invoked the presence
of Lord Subramanya, with his beautiful songs. However,
Kali, due to her agreement with Sambanthaadan, held on to
Lord Subramanya, preventing him from making his
appearance. When he did not appear, Arunagirinathar sensed
something amiss. With divine insight, he gauged the situation.
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He started singing songs, praising the peacock, the
vaahanam of Subramanya. The peacock was pleased and
started dancing. The dance was so captivating; Kali was
distracted and slackened her hold on Subramanya. Instantly,
Subramanya freed himself and burst forth from a pillar, along
with his peacock to give darshan to all those present.
Arunagirinathar was declared the winner. However, the
dazzling brilliance of the Lord’s appearance, equal to the
light of thousand suns, blinded the king, his ministers and the
people around. Where Subramanya appeared from the pillar
is known as ‘kambatthu Ilayanar Sannaidhi’, and the
temple of Lord Subramanya is built around it.
Sambanthaadan’s jealousy was flamed further. He was
full of revenge. He convinced the king that his blindness
could be cured, with the parijhata flower. Only
Arunagirinathar could fetch the flower from heaven. The
king once again summoned Arunagirinathar, and asked him
if he could do so. Arunagirinathar was happy to comply with
the king’s request, as he was concerned about the king’s
blindness. The poet transformed himself into a parrot and
left his inert body in one of the high towers of the temple,
where no one could find it. But the wily Sambanthaadan,
who was keeping an eye on Arunagirinathar, searched
everywhere, and located the inert body. He convinced the
king that Arunagirinathar was dead and cremated the body.
Arunagirinathar returned with the parijhata flower, and
the king’s eyesight was restored. He could not find his original
body. Arunagirinathar understood that he no longer had a
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human body to return to, and accepted his new form as
God’s grace and part of the divine plan He sang the great
Kandar Anubhuti, (a short poem of 51 verses), and settled
himself on the high towers of the temple.The form of the
parrot on the tower testifies to this story.

Arunagirinathar spent the remaining part of his life
composing songs describing the direct experience of the
presence of the Lord. He has composed more than sixteen
thousand poems on his favorite deity, Lord Subramanya; of
which, only 1365 or so poems remain. The inspired poems
reflect the majesty of the Lord, and describes His divine
qualities of knowledge, grace, bravery and courage.
Tirupugazh brings out the splendour and glory of Lord
Muruga. The poems show the way to a life of devotion and
virtuousness - the path to the Lord’s feet.The songs,
composed out of direct experience, have the potency to still
the minds and calm a storm, if recited daily with devotion.

Tirupugazh and Kandar Anubhuti have very often been
referred by Bhagavan during his life time. In fact, one of the
popular verses selected by Bhagavan, for a devotee, who
was keen on getting his daughter married, is from 7irupugazh.
(please refer to May 2017 issue of SRJ).

(Information on Saint Arunagirinathar from Arunachala
samudra.org and www.arunachaleswarartemple.tnhrce.in)
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Unforgettable Years
Manavasi Ramaswami lyer

I first visited Bhagavan in 1907, when he was staying in
the Virupaksha cave. It was during the festival of Kartikeya.
One Krishnayya was standing guard. After sometime,
Bhagavan game out and went somewhere without noticing
me. At that time I was suffering from dyspepsia. I could not
digest anything; I had to live on soup. My nights were restless.
I was keen on getting Bhagavan’s blessings for curing it. I
followed him and caught up with him near a big Tamarind
tree. I told him about my pathetic condition and sought its
cure through his blessings. “I am not a doctor nor a magician”,
he replied. I would not take a ‘no’. Finally, he said “Have
the confidence that the body’s condition will not affect you.
Act with faith in this.”

After sometime, I setup an establishment at Arunachala
and started visiting Bhagavan everyday. Once, when he was
alone I burst out emotionally. “Swami the great ones like
Jesus uplifted many sinners. Is there any hope for me?”’ I got
the assurance. “There is hope, yes, there is hope.”That night
I composed my first song on Bhagavan. When it was read
to him, he gave me many useful tips on thyme and meter. I
knew music and could play on the veena, but I was no
lyricist; but from that day till Bhagavan’smahasamadhi songs
used to flow freely from my pen. I am sure this flow was
not due to my effort. The inspiration behind it was Bhagavan’s
grace only.

SRI RAMANA JYOTHI, MARCH, 2019 —m————————————————— 49




It was a festive day. Echammal had sent plenty of
eatables. The inmates of Virupaksha cave were proceeding
to a nearby waterfall on a picnic. I stayed behind moaning
about the condition of my stomach. Bhagavan sent Vasudeva
Shastri to fetch me, but I flatly refused. I told him that I was
perpetually fasting, and that feasting was unthinkable. After
a while, when I turned my head in the direction of the
waterfall, I saw Bhagavan beckoning me. I was overwhelmed
and quietly joined the others. I ate all the dishes without the
slightest fear, for Bhagavan again specifically invited me to
partake of them. Ordinarily, most of the dishes would have
taken the life out of me, but not on that day. That night, I
slept in the Virupaksha cave itself and woke up fully refreshed
next morning. My heart was filled with gratitude for I knew
intuitively that my disease was completely cured. This also
gave me the confidence that I need not worry about any of
my problems, but could safely entrust them to Bhagavan.

In those days, my official superior used to tease me, and
say that I was overpaid at Rs. one hundred and fifty per
month as salary. When I reported this to Bhagavan, he
remarked, “What would he say if your salary is raised to
two hundred rupees?”’It was increased to this amount the
very next month.

Often, I used to take my family members with me while
visiting Bhagavan. Once, he enquired about the marriage of
my first daughter. I had postponed it for want of funds.
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Echammal suggested a good alliance and the required money
came from an unexpected quarter.

I was transferred to Berhampur in Orissa. Once many
sores came on my feet and they did not respond to any
treatment. In desperation, I kept praying to Arunachala. One
morning, two visitors came from Tiruvannamalai. They said
that they were on a pilgrimage to the north and that Bhagavan
had specifically asked them to look me up. Seeing my
predicament, they prescribed some simple home remedies
which affected a miraculous cure. Not a single sore was
there the next morning. Surely, they were the messengers of
the compassionate Bhagavan. Spontaneously, I composed a
song in his praise. ‘Saranagati’ - My Refuge’.

(source-Unforgettable Years-Translated and edited by
A.R.Natarajan)
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