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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in September
1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

2. 14" September - (Every 2nd Saturday of the month) Uma
Sahasram recitation from 12.00 noon - 5.00 p.m.

2. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
4. 23" September - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.15 p.m.

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri Ramanasramam
publications in Sri Ramana Jyoti either in excerpted form,
translated form or serialised form totally belong to Sri
Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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My Experiences with Bhagavan During My
School Days
Dr.K.Subrahmanian (Talk 67)

After having overcome my hesitation to talk about my
experiences with Bhagavan, I will continue with my
reminiscences. Without any false modesty, I can say [ was
not worthy of the great good fortune to see Bhagavan, or sit
in his company. It was perhaps due to what I had done in
my purva janma that I saw Bhagavan, who was none other
than Siva Himself, in this life. I used to go to Ramanashram
as often as I could during my school days. In Kodaikanal,
where my father worked as a teacher in a European school,
there was no educational facility beyond 8" class. So, I had
to go to school in a different town. I was staying in a hostel
there. Because I was in the hostel, I was free to go to
Ramanashram whenever I could. When I had some money,
I would go and come back in a couple of days.

When I visited Bhagavan, I would invariably take the
train, and walk all the way from the railway station to the
ashram. Most of the times, I used to get off at Villipuram
and take the 4 o’clock train in the morning which reached
Tiruvannamalai at six o’clock. Bhagavan also took the same
train on the 1st of September to arrive at Tiruvannamalai.
As soon as the train reached Tirukovillur around 5 o’clock,
I would imagine what that seventeen year old boy must have
felt as he was about to see his father Arunachala. What an
extraordinary state he must have been in! From Mambala-
pattu, he walked the distance to Arayanainallur. From there,
he came to Tirukovillur and spent the night in the station. He
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took the train at five o’clock and reached Tiruvannamalai at
six o’clock.

We can see the Arunachala hill as we approach
Tiruvannamalai by train or bus. When you see the hill for the
first time, you are thrilled in a way that you cannot describe.
And even before you reach Tiruvannamalai, you think of
Ramanashram, you think you are in the presence of
Bhagavan. You are lost in thoughts of Bhagavan. You can
also see Skandasram on the hill, from the train itself. When
you see it, you think of all the incidents associated with
Bhagavan in the hill. I think it was a European lady who
came by bus who wrote, “I have been to different parts of
the world, but I have never seen a hill like Arunachala.
When I see it, [ am overcome with a peace I have never
experienced before. And the more I see it, the more [ am
attracted by it.” Bhagavan says, “This is a strange hill, it is
a magnetic hill. If you are attracted to it once, the hill will
keep on attracting you, till your mind becomes as still as the
hill itself. It is a hill that will still your mind.” It is said that
moksha can be obtained if you die in Kasi; but by merely
thinking deeply about Arunachala, (Smaranat Arunachala),
your ego is destroyed for the time being. If it is His will, it
will be destroyed permanently. In any case, if you think of
Arunachala, you become less egoistic.

On entering the ashram, I would wash my feet, hands and
face at the tap kept there. I used to feel greatly thrilled at the
thought that I would be entering the ashram. I was young
and my contact with the world was very limited. For a long
time, I did not feel inclined to talk to people. I felt it was
unnecessary. [ felt the best thing to do was to sit in the
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presence of Bhagavan. I never felt like asking him any
questions, even once. “What is it that he doesn’t know?”
was my feeling. Every time I entered the ashram, I used to
be enveloped by an extraordinary peace, an indescribable
happiness, something that you can’t explain. This must have
been your experience also, I am sure.

When I went in, I would usually see Bhagavan walking
down the steps near the storeroom, attached to the dining
hall. T used to stop and look at him till he turned towards the
old hall. In the ashram, people used to ask me, “Have you
met so and so?”” and [ would say, “I have seen them, but not
talked to them.” I would sit before Bhagavan, follow him
when he walked up to some distance, and observe him.
Mostly this is what I did. Whenever I left the ashram, I
would go and prostrate before Bhagavan, telling him I was
leaving. Bhagavan would nod his head and I would go. My
father and mother did not object at all to my going to the
ashram by myself. A good friend of my father, an old man,
felt that I should be advised not to visit the ashram too
frequently! He felt that it would affect my worldly life, that I
would become useless. Mentioning this to me my father
said, “As far as [ am concerned, you can go because it is all
for our good. It is wrong to say that you will become useless.”

Sankara’s, Viveka Chudamani, had greatly impressed
me at that time. Reading this book, and also coming under
the influence of a sage like Bhagavan, resulted in my developing
an utter disregard for my body. I started feeling that I
shouldn’t worry too much about many things in life; that I
should not pay much attention to how I dressed; I shouldn’t
pay much attention to my food, and so on. When I was
about seventeen or so, I was studying in Madras Christian
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College, whose hostel food was very good. I used to take
my breakfast and lunch but I had decided to skip my supper.
I would only take a glass of buttermilk. My friends used to
make fun of my austerity. Some of them were also sincerely
concerned about me. A few thought that I must be slightly
mad. After about a month, the cook in the hostel who was
observing me came to me and asked me, “Why are you
starving yourself? This is the age when you should eat.” I
am saying all this to convey how Bhagavan’s grace works;
about how he looks after us in a way that we can’t imagine.
If you skipped supper, why would anyone worry about it in
a large place like that? But Bhagavan worked through the
cook. The cook said, “If you don’t want to eat what others
eat, I will prepare something special for you. I don’t want
you to starve.” He came to my room and almost begged me
to eat more! Finally, we decided I would have bread along
with buttermilk.

This is how things happen. If Bhagavan thinks it is not
good for you, he will work through somebody, and you will
get what you need. Twenty five years later, | was invited to
have lunch in somebody’s house. The one who came to
serve me lunch was the hostel cook who had served me
bread in the nights all those years ago! I was completely
taken by surprise and was moved. The cook also recognized
me, and told his master what had happened years ago. |
told the cook that I was very grateful to him for what he
insisted on doing. What you want to do based on your
convictions, is one thing; what Bhagavan wants you to do, is
another.

In those days, I used to go and sit before Bhagavan and
then think about Viveka Chudamani. That continued for
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some time. And the decision not to waste words, also
continued for some time. In those days, people used to think
there was something very wrong with me, and some worried
that I would not take up any job. That particular period, I
was toying with the idea of finishing my honors and settling
down in the village.

In 1950, I used to visit Bhagavan many, many times
because that was the time when Bhagavan was very ill.
Bhagavan’s condition used to be reported in the newspapers,
and I would to rush to the ashram, spend a day or two, and
then come back. On the Jayanthi day of 5" January, 1950,
Bhagavan was in the verandah of the Nirvana room.
Bhagavan used to give darshan from there, because he
could not walk. There was a small bathroom attached to the
Nirvana room so as not to inconvenience him. In fact,
Bhagavan could walk only with great difficulty. From the
tumor, blood used to flow out, not just ooze, and people
used to break down. Some used to cry before Bhagavan.
He would look at them very compassionately, and tell them,
“Why do you worry, it will be all right.”

On Jayanthi day, the temple elephant came, and it was
taken to Bhagavan. As soon as it came, without any prodding
from anybody it stood before Bhagavan and saluted him. It
was a moment of great joy for all of us. Some were so
moved, they shouted, ‘Anand, Anand’. Bhagavan looked
at them and smiled. The elephant stood there for some time
and left.

As Bhagavan could not walk, the Sarvadhikari had
given instructions to the attendants to follow Bhagavan closely
and make sure that he did not fall. Bhagavan refused to be
carried, even touched. Only when he got out of the couch,
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he allowed somebody to hold him. One day, the attendant
did not hold him for some reason. Expecting to be held,
Bhagavan got up from the couch, and immediately fell.
Another attendant rushed forward and helped Bhagavan get
up. In such a situation, anyone would have scolded the
attendant for being careless. The attendant, who had been
careless, was very upset. Before he went to the bathroom,
Bhagavan told the other attendant who helped him, “Do not
tell the Sarvadhikari that I fell. If you say this to him, he will
take this attendant to task. I don’t want you to breathe a
word of what happened inside.”

What compassion! There are no words to describe this.
An ordinary human being would not think of another person
at such a time. We must remember that Bhagavan was
Bhagavan all the twenty-four hours. Due to his grace, we
are good, charitable and compassionate, but only occasionally.
But there was a Bhagavan who was the embodiment of
everything good, all the time. When we sit in his presence,
his grace works through us in a way we can’t describe. The
most extraordinary thing about Bhagavan and other saints
and sages is this: they do so much for us and they never tell
us that they have done this. They don’t even expect your
gratitude.

What God or guru does is something we can’t understand.
He gives you even the freedom to think that you have done
something good on your own. Only someone who is totally
free can give such freedom to others. We are all bound by
so many things; we would like to bind other people. Moksha
literally means freedom, freedom from the ego. This freedom
we get only through the grace of our guru who is totally free,
all the time.

SRI  RAMANA JYOTHI, VOL.39, ISSUE-9 35 HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER-2019



Lest We Forget
Sri Bh. Venkateswara Rao Garu
G. Sri Hari Rao

In appearance and his conduct, Sri Venkateswara Rao
Garu reminded us of the great Nag Mahashaya (Saint Durga
Charan Nag), one of the greatest house holder devotees of
Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna.

It is said that the net of Maha Maya could not capture
two people: Swami Vivekananda and Nag Mahashaya. The
former was so big that no net could hold him, and the latter
could take the smallest of forms to escape the net. The
humility of the saint was legendary. The self effacement of
Sri Venkateswara Rao Garu was similar.

Another remarkable attribute of Sri Rao was his service
attitude. He was so ‘other-centric’ that he never bothered
about himself or his family when it came to helping others or
serving others. Whenever somebody was in trouble, he was
the first person to be present at the problem area and extend
all support. When a devotee took ill, Sri Rao always made it
a point to visit him or her in the hospital or residence and
render all the help that he could. In the event of a devotee
leaving the world, Venkateswara Rao Garu was the first to
be present and the last to leave - after ensuring that all the
needed work was completed. He was an embodiment of
‘Religion in Practice’.

As a person who moved closely with him, I was struck
by two admirable qualities of Sri Venkateswara Rao Garu:

SRI  RAMANA JYOTHI, VOL.39, ISSUE-9 36 HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER-2019

his detachment from money, and his unbelievable ability to
forget and forgive.

Sri Venkateswara Rao Garu hailed from Machilipatnam,
but moved to the erstwhile Nizam in search of livelihood. He
found employment in the court of one of the prosperous
Jjagirdars of his time. He held a position that could help him
make any amount of money he wanted. His sterling value
system protected him from taking recourse to unfair means.
He left that position, and joined Nizam’s Railways which
was later merged with Indian Railways. Post retirement, he
sought to supplement his meager financial resources by taking
employment in a private firm. But heeding my father’s (Sri
G.V.Rajeswara Rao) advice, he gave it up and plunged
headlong into the service of Sri Ramana Kendram as a
member of the small band of soldiers, headed by Dr.K.S.

In tune with his inherent nature, he found delight in all
activities related to poor feeding. In the early days, there
used to be cooking of rice and vegetables, etc. Sri
Venkateswara Rao Garu used to attend to everything -
starting from the procurement of the needed items, cooking,
and finally the distribution of the food to the poor.

Sri. Rao also used to assist in all work related to Sri
Ramana Jyoti, however humble the task - affixing address
slips and stamps. He rendered all the service he could to the
great devotees of Sri Bhagavan; like the revered Sri Sistla
Subba Rao Garu and Sri Maha Patra Dave. His residence
was close to the CIEFL quarters where Dr.K.S lived, and

SRI  RAMANA JYOTHI, VOL.39, ISSUE-9 37 HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER-2019



thus he was able to render all possible help to him from
time to time.

His life was ‘Sacrifice’ and ‘Saranagati’ in palpable form.
Sri Bhagavan’s total protection to His devotees was witnessed
in his case which appears as nothing short of a miracle. In
the year 1972, he was diagnosed with a bronchial problem
(tuberculosis with a cavity in the lungs) which needed surgical
correction. He was admitted to the Railway Hospital in
Chennai to undergo the needed procedure. Unfortunately,
the surgeon performing the surgery found that Sri Rao not
only had a cavity in the lungs, but also cancer which had
spread to his heart. The kith and kin attending on him were
told that as Sri Rao had but a few months to live, there was
no point in going through the operation. The doctor suggested
that Sri Rao be taken back to Hyderabad and admitted in
the Railway Hospital in Secunderabad, and be allowed to
spend the last few days of his life as peacefully as the situation
permitted. Accordingly, he was admitted to the Railway
Hospital in Mettuguda, Secunderabad. Sri Rao was
completely emaciated; he was nothing more than a skeleton.
I used to visit him every day after office, and spend a couple
of hours at his bedside. He used to place his hand in mine
and shed silent tears. I could feel his pain since his children,
excepting his eldest daughter, were yet to complete their
education and settle down. I wrote to my father, who was
then working in Bhubaneswar, that without further loss of
time Sri Rao should be taken to Tata Memorial Cancer
Hospital in Mumbai; where the best possible treatment was
available. My father wrote back saying, “Bhagavan is there.
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Nothing will happen to him”. The same confidence was
expressed by my uncle Sri Siddula Samba Murthy Garu. I
was not convinced, but there was nothing I could do. Wonder
of wonders! Two months later, Mr. Rao completely
recovered. When he went back to the hospital in Chennai
for a review, the staff there could not believe their eyes.
They looked at him as if they were looking at a ghost. Sri
Rao, who was given only a couple of months to live in
1972, passed away in 1997 — twenty five years later. By Sri
Bhagavan’s Grace, all his children completed their education,
and he could spend his time in the service of Sri Ramana
Kendram and its devotees.

Sri Bhagavan is not only a ‘Nivasa Vriksha’ under whose
shade many sought shelter, He is also a ‘Kalpa Vriksha® —
the wish-fulfilling tree granting His devotees all that they
desired. Many a time, it was not even necessary for the
devotee to send out a prayer seeking this or that. Sri
Bhagavan Himself bestowed on the devotees what they really
needed. We read about such compassion of Sri Bhagavan
for devotees like Sri Deva Raja Mudaliar and Sri
G.V.Subbaramayya for whom Sri Bhagavan was everything
- father, mother, friend, etc. I feel that we have seen Sri
Bhagavan shower the same compassion on Sri Bhogadula
Venkateswara Rao Garu. “Many things are wrought by
prayer than man can dream of.”” How true!

Sri Rao was one of the staunch pillars of Sri Ramana
Kendram, Hyderabad. He served as a President of our
Kendram in the year 1985-86. My salutations to the great
man
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Sri Ramana Chatvarimsat Verse 7
V Krithivasan
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Phani Naayaka varnya gunaughabhrita

Bhanitih priyasatyahitaa bhanataa

Bahumaanavasadayataa sukhitaam

Avamaanatarer avidunavataa
Word Meaning:

Phani Naayaka: Leader of snakes, Adisesha;

varnya: describable;

gunaughabhrita: filled with virtues; Bhanitih: words;

priyasatyahitaa: pleasant, true and beneficial;

bhanataa: speaks

Bahumaana-vasadayataa: unaffected by praise or

honour;

sukhitaam: pleased,

Avamaanatarer: By insults;

avidunavataa: Not disheartened

Verse Meaning: Sri Bhagavan is so full of virtues that only
Adisesha, the thousand-tongued leader of the serpents, can
describe them. He speaks words that are pleasing, beneficial
and true. He is not affected by that happiness which is
caused by praise or honour (from others), nor does he have
distress due to dishonour (from others).
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Totally free from ego, which is the culprit that distorts and
taints one’s persona, Sri Bhagavan was a repository of all
great virtues. The poet says that Adisesha alone, endowed
with a thousand tongues, is capable of describing the endless
list of the virtues possessed by Sri Bhagavan. It may look
like poetic exaggeration, but Sri Bhagavan’s divine qualities
were indeed innumerable. In his magnum opus, Ramana
Sannidhi Murai, Muruganar dedicates an entire chapter titled,
Ramana Vaibhavam, wherein he attempts to do the
impossible - enumerating Bhagavan’s virtues. In fact, this
attempt is spread across his vast output of 30,000 verses!

Kavyakantha goes on to write about Sri Bhagavan’s
inimitable style of speaking — using words that are pleasing,
true and helpful (priya, satya, hita). T.K.Sundaresa Iyer
writes in his reminiscences, At The Feet Of Bhagavan :
“Once Chinnaswami got very cross with me and I felt quite
nervous about it. I could not eat my dinner and the next
morning, feeling unreconciled and yet hungry, Itold Bhagavan,
who was preparing rice cakes, that I was in a hurry to go to
town as some pupils were waiting for me. ‘The cat is out of
the bag,” said Bhagavan. ‘Today is Sunday and there is no
teaching work for you. Come, I have prepared a special
sambar for breakfast and I shall make you taste it. Take
your seat.” So saying, he brought a leaf, spread it before
me, heaped it with idlis and sambar and, sitting by my side,
started cutting jokes and telling funny stories to make me
forget my woes. How great was Bhagavan’s compassion!”

In another moving incident, Bhagavan, in a remarkable
fashion, consoled a young girl who had lost her mother and
was in grief. The year was 1923, and the girl was the
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granddaughter of Echamma’s sister, Venamma. Venamma
had to bring up her young granddaughter all alone, braving a
lot of difficulties. The girl would very often go to the Ashram
(which had just then started) to play with Bhagavan. One
day, all of a sudden, the grief of losing her mother
overpowered the young girl and she started crying. Bhagavan
asked her what the matter was. She could not articulate her
feelings being only three or four years old. Bhagavan then
asked her, “Are you missing your mother?” The girl merely
nodded. Thereupon, Bhagavan told her, “Even I lost my
mother. You and I are in the same situation. I also miss her.”
What an extraordinary statement! Hearing this from
Bhagavan, the girl calmed down and was soon cheerful again.
Though he presented the picture of Himalayan detachment,
Bhagavan’s sensitive handling of such situations was
legendary.

Kavyakantha talks about the equanimity that Sri Bhagavan
displayed towards honour (bahumanam) or dishonour
(avamanam). Scores of spiritual leaders visited him during
his lifetime; he exhibited no excitement or eagerness to receive
their praise for his spiritual attainment. When someone asked
him, “When so many people prostrate before you, what do
you feel?”, he replied, “Before the ‘I’ in all of them rises to
prostrate, the ‘I’ in me prostrates to them.”

His attitude towards people who criticised or insulted him
is even more remarkable. David Godman has this to say,
“When anyone made up scandalous stories about him, Sri
Bhagavan would react with amusement rather than
annoyance. When a disgruntled ex-devotee brought out an
extremely libellous pamphlet about him in the early 1930s,
the Sarvadhikari wanted to sue him to protect the good
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name of Bhagavan and the Ashram. Dissuading him,
Bhagavan said, ‘Why don’t you instead sell it at the front
gate? The good devotees will not believe it or stop coming
after reading it. The bad ones will stay away. The Ashram
will have fewer visitors!” This illustrates how he was unmoved
by criticism, and at times even enjoyed it. The scriptures say
that reaction to praise or blame is the last thing to go before
enlightenment. Whenever there were reports about him in
the papers, people in the Ashram would cut them and paste
them in a special scrapbook. Once a highly critical report
appeared in a newspaper; when no one was prepared to cut
it and paste it, Bhagavan himself did it. When the horrified
devotees objected to it, he said, “Why should we keep only
the good ones and suppress the bad ones? Everyone should
have their say.”

Saints of Periapuranam
Eripatha Nayanar

Eripatha Nayanar was born in Karuvur, one of the main
cities of the Chola Kingdom. It was a very sacred place,
radiating spiritual vibrations. A famous temple was there,
too, dedicated to Lord Pasupatheesvarar who was showering
His grace on the King and the people alike. They were all
happy. Eripatha Nayanar was worshipping Lord
Pasupatheesvarar daily with great faith and devotion. His
one aim in life was to serve Siva Bhaktas, and to offer them
every kind of protection. He always carried a weapon, an
axe, for this purpose. With the axe he would punish anyone
trying to harm Siva Bhaktas. He was doing by this the Lord’s
own work!
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In that city, there lived a Siva Bhakta by name Sivakami
Andar. He was very regular in his daily worship of Lord
Siva. Early morning, one would find him in the garden
collecting flowers, making garlands to take to the temple
and offer them to the Lord. This was his routine.

Once on a festival day, Sivakami Andar was rushing to
the temple, as usual, with a basket of flowers. At the same
time, the King’s pet elephant was returning from the river,
after its bath. On its back were two Mahouts, and three
others were escorting it. Suddenly, it went mad and went
chasing the people on the street. It ran towards Sivakami
Andar. It caught hold of him, wrenched the basket of flowers
from him, threw it on the ground and ran away. The flowers
were all scattered on the ground. Sivakami Andar was greatly
upset. The elephant had destroyed the flowers he had kept
for the worship of the Lord. He chased the elephant, but as
he was very aged, he soon fell down exhausted. He was
weeping bitterly. Eripatha Nayanar happened to pass that
way, and he heard Sivakami Andar’s pitiable cry and wanted
to know the cause of it. “Where is that elephant?” asked
Eripathar, and began to run in the direction indicated by
Sivakami Andar. Soon he overtook the elephant and hurled
his powerful axe, killing it with one stroke. Then he pounced
on the Mahouts and killed them, too.

The news of the elephant’s fate reached the King who
immediately reached the spot on his horse. He could not see
who had killed the elephant, for, he could not associate the
Siva Yogi Eripathar with such an act. He shouted: “Who
killed my elephant?”” When someone pointed to Eripathar,
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the King’s wrath vanished , for he knew that if the Siva Yogi
had done so, there should have been a very valid reason for
it. “He must have killed it in self-defence,” thought the King,
and felt happy that the elephant had done no harm to the
Siva Yogi. He addressed Eripathar: “Oh Swami, I did not
know that you killed the elephant. I am sure the elephant
and the Mahouts must have done some harm to you, and
you rightly punished them.” Eripathar narrated to the King
all that had happened, and said: “Since the elephant and the
Mahouts were guilty of Siva-Aparadham, 1 killed them.”

The moment the King heard the expression Siva-
Aparadham (sin against Lord Siva) he suffered terrible mental
agony. He fell at the feet of Eripathar and said: “O Swami,
for what they have done, the punishment awarded by you is
not enough. I have committed a great crime by keeping such
an elephant and such Mahouts. Now, I do not deserve a
death through your holy weapon, the axe. Here is my own
sword. Please be gracious enough to cut off my head with
it”’

Eripathar was stunned to hear these words. He himself
was struck by remorse. “What great pain have I inflicted on
the King! What a noble King he is!”” he thought; and, lest the
King should execute the punishment on himself, he took the
sword from the King. Eripathar felt that he was the cause
for the King’s affliction, and in self-punishment, he began to
cut his own throat. The King was alarmed. He thought that
he would now be guilty of another offence and at once
gripped the sword and stopped Eripathar from cutting his
own throat.
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The Lord’s Lila was over. A voice was heard in the sky:
“Oh noble souls! This is Lord Pasupatheesvarar’s Lila. It is
His wish that His Bhakta’s sincere and faithful service to
Him must be recognised by the world.” Immediately, the
elephants and the Mahouts got up, as if from sleep. Sivakami
Andar’s flower basket was full. All were amazed and began
to sing Lord Pasupatheesvarar’s glory. Eripathar placed the
sword at the king’s feet and prostrated to him. The King
also fell at Eripathar’s feet. Both embraced each other and
were in great joy. Eripathar wished that the King should
mount his pet elephant. The King did so. Eripathar returned
to his place. Sivakami Andar went to the temple with the
flowers.

Eripathar continued to serve Siva Bhaktas. Finally, he
cast off his mortal coil and reached the Abode of Lord Siva.

Mother’s Transformation into a Devotee

(The following excerpts have been taken from
‘Alagammal’s Journey’ by Geeta Bhatt)

In Sri Bhagavan’s presence, the only rule was that of
samatvam, an attitude of equality towards all beings whether
human, animal or plant. Alagammal found it hard to break
her old habits, and this would get her in trouble with her son.
As his mother, she expected preferential treatment from him,
but he appeared to be even stricter with her than with others.
At times, a rebuke for discrimination against a non-brahmin
attendant or a devotee would bring tears to her eyes.
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Lokamma, a devotee who worked in the kitchen reminisces
about what Bhagavan told her: “The ashram doesn’t see any
difference. There are no untouchables here. Those who do
not like to eat may eat elsewhere. At Skandasramam, there
used to be some trouble with mother. She would not give
food to the man who brought us firewood. She would insist
that I must eat first, then she would eat and then the
woodcutter could have the leftovers on the ground outside
the ashram. I refused to eat till the man had been decently
fed. At first, she would not yield and would suffer, weep
and fast, but I was adamant too. She then saw that she
could not have her way in these matters. What is the
difference between man and man! Is it not correct to see
God in all?”

Sri Bhagavan was always gently pointing out with humour,
and at times with sarcasm, the inconsistencies of her
preconceived notions so that her heart could blossom and
flower. Kunjuswami recalls that once Sabhapati Swami and
Narayana Swami, both learned men arrived at Skandasramam
after the midday meal was over, but the leaf plates had not
yet been removed. They collected all the leftovers from the
plates and proceeded to eat the ucchista (leftover food) as
Prasad from Bhagavan.

Bhagavan called his mother to witness this act of
‘orthodox’ behaviour of her beloved Brahmins. Ucchista
that she would have thrown away was being relished by
these two who had earned her affection and respect for their
learning and practice of the then prevailing rules of conduct.
Their action made Alagammal see that what was seen as
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impure leftovers, ucchista, from one perspective, was
‘prasad’ from another.

Alagammal, true to a mother’s heart, wished to cook
special meals for her son. Of one such incident, Bhagavan
has said, “In the early days, when mother came to stay with
me in Virupaksha cave, there was no cooking. If Echammal
or anybody else brought her any food, she used to eat it,
clean the vessels and go to bed. That was all. One day, she
thought I had nothing special to eat, and as I was fond of the
twin appalams (papad) she thought it would be a good idea
to make some for me. Being well experienced, she could
not refrain from making them. Without my knowledge, she
asked the Mudaliar paati, Ecchammal, and some others to
get everything ready, and one evening she set out, saying
that she was going to the town. I wanted to see where she
was going and so, when she left, I waited silently under the
tree outside. She thought I did not know anything.

“She went to several houses, collected all the required
things in a big vessel and returned. I closed my eyes and
pretended complete ignorance. She put them carefully in the
cave till all the visitors had left. After nightfall, I had my usual
meal and lay down pretending to sleep. Leisurely, she took
the wooden roller, wooden seat, loose flour and the balls of
dough and commenced making the appalams; there were
about two to three hundred to be made.

“She could not prepare them all single-handedly. I knew
the job. So she quietly began telling me, ‘My boy, please
help me with it.” I got the opportunity I was waiting for. I
wanted to put a timely stop to it. I said, “You have renounced
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everything and have come here, haven’t you? Why all this?
You should rest content with whatever is available. I won’t
help you. I won’t eat them if you prepare them. Make them
all for yourself and eat them all yourself.” She was silent for
a while and again started saying, “What my dear son, please
help me a little.”

“I was adamant. She continued to call me again and again.
Feeling it was no use arguing anymore, I said, ‘All right, you
make these appalams. I will make another kind, and started
singing this appalam song. She used to sing a rice song,
soup song and other such songs, all with vedantic meanings.
None appears to have written an appalam song. So I felt
that she could learn another song. By the time the preparation
of the appalams was over, my song also was finished. ‘I will
eat this appalam (the song about the appalam) and you eat
those that you made,’ I told her.”

When Bhagavan’s mother was told not to prepare
elaborate meals or suggest that devotees bring certain
provisions for her pantry, she felt hurt. Her most natural
instinct was to nurture the son she had had to send away
when he was only twelve years old. Alagammal naturally
wished to re-establish that relationship of mother and son.
But her son, Venkatraman, had been burnt in the fire of
Atma jnana.

There were ways in which the mother was made to realise
that he who was born to her was a Divine Incarnation.
Once, as she sat before Bhagavan, his body disappeared
and she saw instead a lingam of pure light. Thinking this to
mean that he had discarded his human form, she burst into
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tears, but soon the lingam vanished and he reappeared as
before. On another occasion, she saw him garlanded and
surrounded by serpents like the conventional representation
of Siva. She cried to him: “Send them away! I am frightened
of them!”

After this, mother begged him to appear to her henceforth
only in human form. The purpose of the vision had been
served; she had realized that the form she knew and loved
as her son was as illusory as any other he might assume.

Alagammal found it difficult to accept the fact, for example,
that a lame baby monkey could enjoy the same access to
her son as her own grandson Venkitoo. Sri Bhagavan insisted
that Venkitoo and the monkey called Nondi receive equal
treatment. Once, some food had been set aside for Nondi.
When young Venkitoo saw this, he helped himself to the
food. Nondi the monkey, happened to come into the room
at that time and, on seeing Venkitoo take his share, slapped
the young boy and grabbed the food. On seeing this,
Alagammal complained to Bhagavan saying, “Look at that!
It snatches food away from my beloved grandson!”

Alagammal yet again received a lesson in the cultivation of
ananya-bhava (the sense that there are no others) rather
than anya-bhava (the attitude that there are others) instructive
to us all, for Bhagavan pointed out that ‘it had a name,
‘Nondi’, just as her grandson, and that, in fact, Venkitoo
and Nondi both were children in different forms who deserved
the same unconditional love and fair treatment. In the larger
context, this upadesa applied to her dealings with all beings
- devotees, people of lower or higher class, plants, animals,
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children and adults without exception — all must be treated
with equal consideration and respect. As long as ‘others’
are seen so long ‘the One Indweller in the midst of many’
will be missed.

In the words of Sri Bhagavan: “I have said that equality is
the true sign of Jnana. The very term ‘equality’ implies the
existence of differences. It is a unity that the jnani perceives
in all differences that I call equality. Equality does not mean
ignorance of distinctions. When you have the realization, you
can see that these differences are very formal, they are not
at all substantial or permanent, and what is essential in all
these appearances is the One Truth, the Real.”

This was the transformation that Sri Bhagavan was bringing
to fruition in Alagammal’s mind and heart.
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