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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in December 2021
1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3. 21% - Punarvasu & Sri Bhagavan's 142nd Jayanthi

- 6.30 - 7.30 p.m. Bhagavan's Jayanthi will be celebrated in
Sri Ramana Kendram on the following Sunday i.e. 26th December
from 9.00 a.m - 12.00 noon.
( Devotees may please note that regular satsangs have resumed
in the Kendram on Sundays, in addition to the provision to join
satsang on-line. for details please contact Kendram Office).

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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You’re not the Doer
(Talk 87)
Dr. K. Subrahmanaian

The moment our children begin to have a mind of their
own, we alternate between happiness and unhappiness. We
would like them to be happy, and so we advise them. You
want your son to be an engineer, whereas, he wants to be
a doctor. You want your son to be what you would like
him to be, and he wants to be what he wants to be - he
has a mind of his own. As he gets older, things become
more complicated - when he has his own family, you realize
that he is more interested in his own son, than he is in you.
You feel that he should pay more attention to you for what
you have done. You feel hurt when he doesn’t; you feel
ignored. On such occasions, it is human to think that you
are no longer needed in this world.

We need to realize that affection is one thing, and
attachment another. For example, can anyone say his
attachment to his wife and children is greater than his
attachment to himself? We all know, that if there is one
person whom we are totally attached to, it is ourselves.
The wife might say, she couldn’t live without her husband,
and the husband might say, he couldn’t live without his
wife. But we all know that these are mere words; we don’t
really mean them. Otherwise, there wouldn’t be widows
and widowers. Therefore, when somebody says that he
cannot live without another person, he is saying something
he doesn’t really mean. As far as our children are
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concerned, we must understand that we don’t own them;
they do not belong to us. Though we do many things for
them to make them independent, they don’t belong to us
at any time. But because of our attachment to them, we
build castles in the air about how they will be with us all
our life. These things don’t happen. Our parents must have
wanted the same thing, and look what happened - we
became independent of them.

A good parent is one who gives independence to his
children. If a father says, “My children will not do anything
without consulting me,” he has failed miserably as a father.
If you expect your son to consult you on every occasion,
one day or the other, he will be helpless, because you won’t
be there all the time to give advice. The thing to remember
is that only a person who is totally free himself will give
freedom to other people. If | am free, | would like to give
that freedom to others. If I am not free, |1 would like to
bind you to me with something or the other. A real guru
doesn’t bind you. A real guru wouldn’t ask you to come
to see him every day. He wouldn’t worry if you didn’t visit
him after the first meeting. He will not say, “If you come
to me at such and such time, I will you upadesa.” Only
pseudo gurus talk like that.

God has given extraordinary freedom to all of us - he’s
even given us the freedom to doubt his very existence.
Sometimes, we say that there is no God. When we say such
things, God does not descend and say, “Look | am here.”
Though he gives so many things to so many people, he
does not say, “I have given you all these things. Why do
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you doubt my existence?” That is why it is said that
moksha means not going to heaven, but it means freedom
- freedom from the vagaries of the mind, freedom from
all the attachments. Any kind of attachment outside of us
is going to make us unhappy. And so, the moment we
expect something from somebody, especially from people
whom we were once very close to, we will be disappoin-
ted. Our expectations are the cause of all unhappiness.

Everybody needs freedom, but we don’t always give it
to others. We tell ourselves that my daughter is wonderful
and she will not do anything against my wishes. Soon after
marriage, you say something to her, and she says, “No,
no, this is not acceptable in my house. My husband will
not like it.” You are shocked by her statement. You
wonder, “What is this? Suddenly this husband has become
more important than me? | have brought her up, and she
says this to me?”And then you tell yourself, it’s all right,
it is all part of the game. Our Upanishads say, “Please
realize that everybody ultimately is interested only in
himself.” If we depend on people, we will be disappointed;
they will not give us the permanent happiness we’re
looking for.

Na karmana na prajayaa dhanena tyaagenaike

amrtatvamaanasuh

Wealth and children cannot be our source of happiness.
There is no end to our desire to earn; if you are a
millionaire, you would like to become a billionaire, then,
a trillionaire, and so on. There is no sense of fulfillment
or satisfaction; our desires keep mounting. Our
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Upanishads say that we cannot get happiness from any one
of these things - possessions - because they are all external
to us; and yet, we pay a lot of attention to them. Those
who attained supreme happiness are people who renounced
all these things, not people who sought them.They were
people who renounced, and who gave up the feeling of
me and mine.

In our everyday life, who are the people we greatly
respect? Usually, without any fear, we go to people who
don’t ask us for anything. Great sanyasis and great sages
don’t have any sense of me and mine; they are totally
detached and they do not seek anything from anybody in
this world.We need to realize that the moment we are
totally detached, we don’t see any distinction between us
and the others. We therefore, become attached to
everybody because there is no difference between us and
others. Now what is happening is each one of us is
attached to our own daughter, son or grand daughter; our
attachment is limited to our own family and friends. In the
case of a jnani, there is no attachment of any kind,
whatsoever; he sees himself in others, and others in himself.
And therefore, there is only love. He doesn’t ask us for
anything. The moment we hear that there is a person like
this, we take some fruit when we go to have his darshan.
He doesn’t ask us for anything, but we take something.
Why do we do it? We feel we should give something to
him; and, very often, we are prepared to do this for a
person who doesn’t ask. There may be a few friends in
need of money, and when they are in need, we give them.

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL 41, ISSUE-12 33 HYDERABAD, DECEMBER-2021



Then afterwards, when they come to see you, we are afraid
because we think that they will ask us again. A person who
asks is dreaded, whereas we give affection to the person
who doesn’t ask.

When we go to a temple, we take coconuts, fruit, and
so on. We give them to the priest, and after he completes
the puja, he gives us half a coconut and some fruit. When
we take these things into the temple, they are our property,
but the moment they are returned to us, we call it
prasadam, which literally means ‘joy’. It is the pleasure
of the Lord to return it to us. However rich a person you
may be, you’ll never refuse taking prasadam. When you
come to my house, and | offer you a banana, you might
say, “Sorry, | won’t take the banana; it doesn’t agree with
me.” But if | say, “It’s prasad from the temple,” you will
not hesitate to take it. At that moment, it is not a mere
banana; it is prasadam from the Lord. The same fruit will
take ona different significance, and you will eat it with
great reverence.

Suppose God decides to accept half of what we offer
him in a temple; the number of people going to the temple
would be considerably reduced. We are so happy with the
fact that the Lord himself does not take any of the things
offered to him, and that we get half of the things back.
After eating a little bit, we take great delight in distributing
the prasadam to others. We’re not interested in retaining
it, but in distributing it, tyaage naike. When we go to a
sadhu or a saint, we take something for him, knowing fully
well that he is not going to take everything.
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We, on the other hand, are constantly asking, we
constantly want something or the other. We want the
affection of our children, we want money, and we want
to do many things with it. When we get what we want,
we are happy; but this happiness is short-lived. Soon, we
want something else. That is why the verse says, “Don’t
think you will get permanent happiness (amrtatvam) from
children or from dhana.” Permanent happiness is attained
through renunciation; the renunciation of the sense of me
and mine. The moment the ego is gone, we belong to
everybody, not just to the members of our immediate
family. The moment a person says that nothing belongs to
him, he belongs to everybody; everyone is eager to
associate with such a person. In other words, everybody
claims him. He does not belong to a particular family for
he is beyond all sense of me and mine. Real tyaga is the
renunciation of the sense of ego; a person who has no
sense of ego, is the one who is supremely happy. The
moment a person says that everything belongs to him, we
avoid him; we tend to think he is egoistic and dislike him
for it.

atmany evaatmanaa tustahsthita prajnas tadocyate

Krishna says that a real jnani is one who finds supreme
happiness in himself, not in things outside of himself. As
long as we seek happiness outside of ourselves, we will
alternate between happiness and unhappiness. If we are
interested in permanent happiness, we should be less and
less egoistic. But we can’t be completely free from the
sense of the ego.
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na karmanaa na prjayaa dhanena tyaage naike

amrtatvamaanasuh

parena naakam nihitam guhaayaam vibhrajate tad

yatayo vishanti

vedanta vignaana sunischitaartha sanyaasa yoga

yatasuddhaa satvah

All saints and sages have attained that supreme state not
by doing this or that. When we do something, we must
do it with full conviction, and also, we must be fully
conscious of what it is that we are doing. We do this
occasionally, but much of the time, we don’t pay attention
to what we are saying or doing. It is like breathing. Are
we ever conscious of our breathing? Most of the time,
we’re not. The sages and sanysis are conscious of
everything, including their own breathing. These people,
with their pure mind, are conscious of the fact that they
are not doing anything on their own; they are being made
use of by the Supreme Being. They realize they are a mere
instrument in the Lord’s hands; and whatever they do, they
do it as an instrument. The moment | have the feeling that
I am a puppet in his hands, it is for the Creator to make
use of me. I don’t claim any credit for the success, nor
am | depressed when | am unsuccessful. This is the feeling
that the Lord gives when we believe that we are not the
doer. We function efficiently because we are neither going
to be ecstatic by success, nor deflated by failure.

Most of the time, we do not function effectively because
we are afraid of the consequence - afraid that we may fail.
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Part of our energy is diverted; we don’t pay complete
attention to the task at hand. But when, through his grace,
we don’t worry, there is total involvement in what we have
to do. Most of us begin to worry even before we start
work; therefore, part of the energy is wasted on worrying.
A mind that is expected to be calm, is disturbed. A person
who considers himself to be a mere instrument in the hands
of God, will remain indifferent to both success and failure.
The worry will be replaced by a sense of peace that
surpasses all understanding.

karmanye vaadhikaa raste ma phaleshu kadaachana

ma karma phala he tur bhuh ma te sangotsva karmani

The Gita does not say that we should be indifferent to
our work or that we should be lazy. It states that our
attitude to work must change; it must be different. Don’t
think you are going to achieve something great; do your
best, and leave the fruits of action to the Lord. The great
sages and saints were not idle, they were doing a variety
of things. As they had no attachment to this world, they
did their work extraordinarily well. Krishna says, that real
yoga is karmasu in work - that is, excellence in action is
yoga. Whatever is assigned to us, we must do it to the
best of our ability; and that is possible only if there is total
involvement in our work, without the feeling that we are
working. This is possible only through His grace. The sages
and saints worked without any ego; there was no sense of
individuality, no sense of me and mine. How were they able
to do it? How were they able to reach that state of
extraordinary happiness?
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vedanta vijnana suniscataartha

sanyaasa yogad yataya suddha sattvah

te brahma loke tu paranta kale

paramrtat parimucyanti sarve

They were realized individuals who were always aware
of the ever-shining self as the Supreme Being shining in
the cave of their own hearts. They had no sense of me and
mine, and they realized that in whatever they did, they were
being made use of by the Supreme Being. They were mere
puppets in His hands. They renounced the ego, and with
it, the feeling that | am doing.

Kaavyakantha’s Chatvarimsat
V. Krithivasan

Verse 39

TR T GHIM
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Tadbhagadheyam asamaanam anekamouni

Vasaarjitam kshitibhrutah khalu lohitasya

Angichakaara Bhagavan ramano maharshi

ranyeshu Satsu yadimam bahushu sthaleshu
Word Meaning

Tadbhagadheyam: that good fortune acquired;
asamaanam: unequalled; anekamouni: many saints; vasa:
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dwelling place; arjitam: earned; kshitibhrutah: mountain;
khalu: indeed; lohitasya: red coloured; angichakaara:
chose; Bhagavan ramano maharshih: Bhagavan Ramana
Mabharshi; anyeshu: other places; satsu: sacred; yadimam:
because this; bahushu sthaleshu: among other places.

Verse Meaning: Indeed, the Red Mountainhas earned
great good fortune, unparalleled in nature, because
Bhagavan Ramana chose to reside here when there are so
many sacred places (to choose from), as It gave shelter
to many great, silent sages.

Kaavyakantha’s veneration and admiration for the
Mabharshi has been brought out in this exquisitely crafted
verse. He says, Bhagavan chose Arunachalam as his
residence in acknowledgement for the punya or merit It
had earned by sheltering a long line of mounis, silent sages,
over the years! Quite an un-common viewpoint adding to
the poetic beauty. It is not Arunachala bestowing His
blessings by offering shelter to the boy sage — rather, the
Great Sage Ramana showing his approval for the sacred
mountain by choosing to stay there! The poet implies that
there were many other sacred places ‘competing’ with each
other to have Bhagavan come over to them, as it would
enhance their prestige!

Sri Muruganar also has made similar statements, giving
a twist to commonly held beliefs expressing his veneration
for Bhagavan’s extraordinary spiritual accomplishment.
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One of his famous statements is, “We can safely believe
the Upanishads to be authentic, because they say the
same thing that our Bhagavan has uttered!”. It is not
“Bhagavan’s words are bound to be authentic as he has
expressed the same supreme truths mentioned in the
Upanishads.” The pramaanam, the primary source of
knowledge as per Muruganar, is Bhagavan; the
Upanishads are only a secondary source of knowledge!
Arunachalam has been attracting many sages over the
ages. Arunachala Puranam mentions Parvati Devi Herself
performing great tapas there to finally merge in
Arunachalam. Sage Gautama was already residing there to
welcome Devi to his Ashram. Manickavachagar stayed in
Arunachalam for a considerable length of time, and had
composed Tiruvempavai which is a part of Tiruvachagam.
The other sages who lived there in later years include
Guhai Namasivayar, Guru Namasivayar, Easanya Desigar,
Seshadri Swamigal, and many more. The four Saivite
Saints (Appar, Jnana Sambandhar, Sundara Murthy
Nayanar, and as mentioned earlier, Manickavachagar) have
visited this sacred place and sung hymns on Arunachalam.
It is mentioned in the Puranas that Arunachalam beckons
all those who are interested in jnanamargam. That is why
Kaavyakantha makes a special mention of the attraction
Arunachalam holds for sincere spiritual aspirants.

* * %
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Kaupina Panchakam
(Five Verses On The Loincloth)
Shankaracharya

In these verses, Shankara gives a moving description of
the ideal ascetic. A loincloth is the only garment worn by
such an ascetic.

Sri Bhagavan wore nothing more than a loincloth for
the best part of his life — that is after his arrival at
Arunachala. In the early years in Tiruvannamalai, he
begged for his food, like an ordinary Mendicant. He also
lived in the open, exposed to the vagaries of the weather,
for a considerable amount of time.

For these reasons, the poem can be said to be a correct
description of the master, and his way of life.

An extract from Letters by Suri Nagamma given below
shows how Sri Bhagavan was utterly indifferent even to
bare physical needs.

1. Blessed indeed are those wearers of the loincloth, who
ever take delight in dwelling on the truths of the Vedanta,
remain content with food acquired as alms and live in a
state of mind free from sorrow.

2. Blessed indeed are those wearers of the loincloth, who
choose the shelter of a tree, receive food on their palms,
and spurn riches as if they were rags.

3. Blessed indeed are those wearers of the loincloth, who
having discarded the ‘I am the body’ thought, behold the
Supreme Self within (themselves), and remain unaware of
such concepts as the end, middle or outside of things.
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4. Blessed indeed are those wearers of the loincloth, who
remain fully content with the Bliss of the Self within, curb
the outward movement of the senses, and immerse
themselves day and night in Brahman (consciousness).

5. Blessed indeed are those wearers of the loincloth, who
chant the holy Panchakshara, contemplate on Lord Siva
in the Heart [forever], and roam about freely, subsisting
on begged food. (Panchakshara: Mountain Path June
1997)

KOWPINAVANTAH KHALU BHAGYAVANTAH
(Fortunate are those with a mere loincloth)
Suri Nagamma
(Letter dated 5 February 1946 addressed to her brother,
D.S. Sastri)

You know, off and on, Bhagavan has been going through
Sri Ramana Leela, which has recently been received from
the printers. In that connection, Rangaswami asked
yesterday, “Has the story about the towel been written in
it?” As it was not in the book, Bhagavan narrated the
incident.

“About forty years back — perhaps in 1906 — when |
was in Pachiamman Koil, I had with me only one
Malayalam towel. It was given to me by somebody. As the
material was flimsy, it became worn out within two
months, and was torn in several places. Palaniswami was
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not in town. | had, therefore, to look after the cooking
and all other domestic work. As | used to dry my feet and
hands with the towel every now and then, it got all sorts
of colours. If I had used it as a cover for the body, its
condition would be seen. So, I used to roll it up and keep
it near at hand. What did it matter to me? It was enough
if the required work got done with its help. After bathing,
| used to dry myself with the towel, and then put it out to
dry. I used to guard it carefully so that no one else would
know about it. One day a mischievous little boy saw when
| was drying it, and said, ‘Swami, Swami, this towel is
required by the Governor. He has asked me to get it from
you. Please give it to me.” So saying, he mischievously
stretched out his hand. ‘Oh, dear! This towel! No, I cannot
give it. Go away!’ | said.

“As that towel gradually got torn more and more with
a thousand holes in it, | ceased to keep it with me, lest it
should be seen by Sesha lyer and others. | used it after
my bath, and then after drying it, hid it in a hole in the
trunk of a tree, within the temple precincts. One day, when
| went out somewhere, Sesha lyer and others, while
searching for something else, happened to search that hole
in the tree trunk, and found the towel. Seeing its condition
and blaming themselves for their neglect, they began
offering profuse apologies when I returned. *‘What is the
matter?” | asked. ‘Is it with this towel with a thousand
holes that you are drying your body daily after your bath?
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Shame on our devotion to you! We could not find out even
this.” So saying, they brought several bundles of towels.

“Something else also happened before this. My
kowpinam got torn. | do not usually ask anyone for
anything. Bodily privacy, however, has to be maintained.
Where could | get a needle and thread available to mend
the kowpinam? At last, I got hold of a thorn, made a hole
in it, took out a thread from the kowpinam itself, put it
into the hole, and thus mended the cloth, and, so as to hide
the place where it was mended, | used to fold it suitably
before putting it on. Time passed like that. What do we
need? Such were those days!” said Bhagavan.

It was quite natural for him to tell us all this, but we
who heard him, felt deeply grieved. Having heard this
incident from Bhagavan some time back, Muruganar is
reported to have written a verse. The purport of that verse
is:

“Oh, Venkata Ramana, who wore a kowpinam mended
by a thorn, and who was served by Indra as a towel with
a thousand eyes.”

(Mountain Path, June 1997)

* * k* %

Realisation of the Self alone, eliminating all its
attributes, is God -Realisation of a truth, as it is
He that shines forth as the Self.

- Verse 25, Upadesa Saaram.
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TRA Narayana

(He was manager in a large British firm in Madras, and
he heard of Sri Ramana during a train journey in 1948.)

| was on a tour of small towns. As Parthasarathi, my
assistant, and | were boarding the train at Villupuram to
go to Tiruvannamalai, we noticed a young man trying to
enter the compartment. He was so fat that he heaved his
bulky body this way and that, while another man on the
platform, obviously his servant, pushed him in through the
door. When the train had run for some minutes, the man
came to us and introduced himself as Ratilal Premchand
Shah of Gondal [Gujarat], the only son of a rich merchant
of the place. Cursed with so much fat in his body from
his tenth year, now at twenty five, he was a huge mass of
flesh and misery.

He told us that while he was asleep at night, he saw an
ascetic smiling and beckoning him. This persisted for a long
time, and stood clearly before his mental eye after he woke
up. Two days later his wife was reading a Gujarati
magazine. Looking over her shoulder, he saw the picture
of the ascetic he had seen in his vision. He came to know
that the ascetic was Bhagavan Ramana Maharshi. He at
once went to his father and arranged for his journey to
Tiruvannamalai with the trusted family servant. He felt sure
that his suffering would end as soon as he reached
Bhagavan; the smile and the beckoning in his vision by
Bhagavan had given him that firm faith.
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Parthasarathi had seen Bhagavan many times before and
had also read a good deal about him. He and Ratilal talked
about Bhagavan during the whole two-hour journey. | was
apparently reading an English novel, but heard their
conversation with interest and attention. About 5 p.m. on
that day, when Parthasarathi and | entered the Ashram, we
came to the verandah where about fifty people, including
Ratilal and his servant, were sitting. Bhagavan was not on
his couch. After waiting for some ten minutes and finding
that Bhagavan had not come to his seat, Parthasarathi
suggested that we could in the meantime go around and
see the goshala and other places in the Ashram.

While returning from our brief tour of the Ashram, we
heard a childlike voice say, “Chee, asatthe!” (Fie, you
creature!). We observed movement among the leaves of
the brinjal, lady fingers, and other plants in the kitchen
garden. Looking more intently, we saw a small goat, a little
monkey and a squirrel and Bhagavan who was sitting on
his haunches with his legs folded up to his breast.
Bhagavan was holding a small paper packet in his left hand
and was picking groundnuts from it with his right hand to
feed the goat, the monkey and the squirrel and himself, by
turns. His remarks appeared to have been addressed to the
monkey, which had tried to snatch the nut he was going
to place between the squirrel’s lips. As we watched, the
four companions went on enjoying the eating. All the four
seemed to be equally happy; the way they looked at one
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another and kept close together was touching. We saw all
the four only as good friends despite the differences in their
forms.

No words could describe the feelings which passed
through my being at the sight. The nuts over, Bhagavan
threw the paper away and said: “Pongoda!” (Go away, you
fellows!), just as any old man speaking to his grand
children. The goat, the monkey and the squirrel left, and
Bhagavan got up. We hurried away, feeling guilty of
trespassing into the Divine, but not sorry.

Soon after, Bhagavan came to his couch. His eyes were
fixed on something far above and beyond anything on
earth. They were like screens which shut the material world
off from the light which was burning behind them. Sparks
of light shot out through the fibres of the screen at times,
sparks which cooled the eyes on which they fell, pierced
the gross coverages and lighted the wick inside them.
Bhagavan reclined on the pillow on the couch, supporting
his head on his left palm. We all sat down to look at his
face. We sat and sat, and looked and looked. No one spoke
or made any noise. But the confrontation was not a dead
silence; it was a very live experience in which the innermost
being of each one of us communed with the Supreme
Consciousness which was Bhagavan.

My mind kept recalling that scene: how the goat had
snuggled to Bhagavan’s breast in perfect confidence in his
love for it; how the monkey had grinned with joy, and how
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Bhagavan had returned the grin as both bit the nut; how
the squirrel had peered with its pinhead eyes into
Bhagavan’s dreamladen ones and scratched his nose
tenderly with its tiny paw. The vision of the Supreme Spirit
underlying and overlaying the sense perception was spiced
with the lovely sight of the groundnut party in the kitchen
garden. Bhagavan got up from the couch. We also got up.
It seemed tacitly understood that we were to leave. We
left. | felt a hitherto unknown peace and joy inside me; the
faces of the others also showed a similar condition. | saw
Ratilal and his servant get into their bullock cart at the
Ashram gate. There was a new spring in Ratilal’s
movements. Bhagavan’s promise in the vision appeared to
be moving in the right direction.

In 1953, I was in Rajkot staying in a lodge. One day,
while in the dining hall, a man of about thirty accosted me,
“Don’t you recognise me. | am Ratilal of Gondal. You
remember the darshan of Bhagavan Ramana Maharshi, five
years ago.” | looked at the man again. He was thin but
strong. His face glowed with health and happiness. | shook
his hand heartily. He spoke again, “Sri Bhagavan fulfilled
his promise wonderfully well. I am now managing our
family business. | have a son two years old.” My mind went
back to the kitchen garden, and the four friends at the
groundnut party. (Face to Face with Bhagavan Sri
Ramana Mabharshi, Prof. Laxmi Narayan)
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AANDAVAN - THE LORD

There was a young Brahmin boy in the Veda Patashala
in Tiruvannamalai. He came from a very poor family. In
fact, the main reason why his father admitted him in the
Veda Patashala was to ensure that the child would get
three good meals every day.

One day, all the children in the Patashala were taken
up the Hill to see the Brahmana Swami. Upon setting eyes
on Bhagavan, the young boy’s heart filled with maternal
concern. He thought, “Who is there to take care of this
Swami? How will he look after himself?”

So the boy started going up the Hill on every possible
occasion to check up on the Swami’s welfare. He would
do some small jobs for Bhagavan, and eat whatever
Bhagavan gave him. He did not have the heart to leave
Bhagavan’s presence. Seeing that the boy was absenting
himself from his classes, his teachers in the patashala told
him, “If you are not willing to stay and learn here, we
cannot continue to feed you.”

The boy was happy to leave the patashala, because he
was now free to spend all his time with Bhagavan. He
would beg for food in town. Whatever he was able to get,
he would take up the Hill to Bhagavan. Bhagavan would
take a little of it and tell the boy, “Now you eat.” Only
then, would the boy eat.

One day, as the boy was climbing the Hill with the food
he had gathered, he saw his father sitting on a rock near
the path. His father stopped him and said, “Is that food
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you have in that vessel? | am very hungry. Please give me
some of that food.”

The boy replied, “I am taking this food to Bhagavan.
You come with me to Bhagavan and you can get some
food there.” But his father was in no condition to climb
the hill. So the boy just left him and continued on his way.
Upon reaching the Virupaksha Cave, he offered the food
to Bhagavan, as was his regular practice. But Bhagavan
told him, “First you give some food to your father.” The
boy entreated Bhagavan to take a little first and promised
to take food to his father immediately afterwards. But
Bhagavan insisted that he should feed his father first. So
the boy left the place reluctantly.

In a few minutes, he returned and said, “I called my
father, but he is not coming. So Bhagavan, you take some
food. Then I will take something down to my father.” He
justified himself further by saying, “Bhagavan! You are my
Lord. | have made it my practice to offer the food to you
first. How can | change my ways?”

Now Bhagavan said, “Is that so! The truth is, everyone
is Bhagavan. Your father too is Bhagavan. So take the food
to him.” In that instant, the young boy realized that all are
but manifestations of Bhagavan himself. He no longer saw
others as being separate from himself. He took the food
to his father. From that day onwards, he started addressing
everyone as ‘Aandavane’ (my Lord) because he saw his
Lord in everyone. Everyone reciprocated by addressing
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him as Aandavan. The boy’s name was Ramanathan. He
came to be known to all Bhagavan’s devotees as
Ramanatha Brahmachari. He dedicated himself to the
service of Bhagavan and his devotees.

In those days, the night train reached Tiruvannamalai at
8.30pm. It was Ramanathan who attended to the needs of
those devotees who arrived by that train. He would serve
them food, and provide hot water or any other
requirement, even in the middle of the night.

Later on, Ramanathan took it upon himself to attend to
the sadhus staying in Palakkothu, taking care of their every
need with the love and concern of a mother. Thus the
young boy was transformed into Aandavan.

(Source: Ramana Tiruvilayadal Tirattu)
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