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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in February 2020

1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

2. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

3. 7" February - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.30 p.m.

4. 8" February (Every 2" Saturday of the month) Uma Sahasram

recitation from 12.00 noon - 5.00 p.m.

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Nature: A Silent Teacher
Prof. K. Subrahmanian

The Indian ideal has always been to live in tune with
Nature. Everything in the universe is considered Divine
by us. The Divinity of everything can be realised only by
realising oneself, our sages have said. When there is
harmony within, one will experience harmony everywhere.
The rishis lived in harmony with everything around them.
For Everyone’s Need, But Not Greed

The West believes in conquering Nature. Western man
exploits Nature for his comfort and convenience and the
whole world is paying a heavy price for such an attitude.
Industrial nations have polluted the environment. We have
begun to indulge in platitudes regarding ecological balance
which we have upset through our greed. There in enough
for everyone’s need in this world, but not enough for
everyone’s greed. Exploitation of various kinds has
rendered the world into an uninhabitable place.
High-Minded Orientation

Silent Spring is a book written by Rachel Carson. It is
a valid portrait of the changing shape of life on earth as a
result of indiscriminate use of pesticides. She says:
“Through all these new, imaginative and creative
approaches to the problem of sharing our earth with other
creatures there runs a constant theme, the awareness that
we are dealing with life — with living populations and all
their pressures and counterpressures, their surges and
recessions. Only by taking account of such life forces and
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by cautiously seeking to guide them into channels
favourable to ourselves can we hope to achieve a
reasonable accommodation between the insect hordes and
ourselves”.

“The current vogue for poisons has failed utterly to take
into account these most fundamental considerations. As
crude a weapon as the caveman’s club, the chemical
barrage has been hurled against the fabric of life — a fabric
on the one hand, delicate and destructible, on the other,
miraculously tough and resilient, and capable of striking
back in unexpected ways. These extraordinary capacities
of life have been ignored by the practitioners of chemical
control who have brought to their task no *high-minded
orientation’, no humility before the vast forces with which
they tamper”.

“The control of Nature is a phrase conceived in
arrogance, born of the Neanderthal age of biology and
philosophy, when it was supposed that Nature exists for
the convenience of man. The concepts and practices of
applied entomology for the most part date from the Stone
Age of Science. It is our alarming misfortune that so
primitive a science has armed itself with the most modern
and terrible weapons, and that in turning them against the
insects, it has also turned them against the earth”.
Kalidasa’s Example

Our greed shuts our eyes to the beauties of Nature. We
have eyes that see not, ears that hear not, hearts and minds
that feel not. Those are peaceful that are at one with
Nature. Kanva, in Kaladisa’s Sakuntalam, addresses the
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trees in his ashram thus: “Sakuntala never drank water
before watering you; she is fond of decorating herself, but
never plucked your leaves out of affection for you; she
considered it a festival when you put forth your blossoms.
That Sakuntala is leaving for her husband’s place. Please
give her permission.” This was the attitude of our ancients
towards Nature.
Wordsworth

In the West, Wordsworth was one of those who felt at
one with Nature. Here is the last stanza from his Ode on
the Intimations of Immortality from Recollections of Early
Childhood.

“And O, ye Fountains, Meadows, Hills and Groves,

Forebode not any severing of our loves!

Yet in my heart of hearts | feel your might

I only have relinquished one delight

To live beneath your more habitual sway.

I love the Brooks which down their channels fret,
Even more then when | tripped lightly as they;
The innocent brightness of a new-born Day

Is lovely yet;

The clouds that gather round the setting sun

Do take a sober colouring form an eye

That hath kept watch o’er man’s mortality;
Another race hath been, and other palms are won.

Thanks to the human heart by which we live,
Thanks to its tenderness, its joys, and fears,
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To me the meanest flower that blows can give

Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears”.

Man’s life should blend with that of Nature. Nature is a
great teacher and we should listen to her. We must
approach her with reverence and humility. We have paid a
heavy price for our arrogant attitude to Nature. Man has
learnt to fly like birds in the air, has learnt to swim like
fish in water, but has not learnt to live like man on earth.

(Full text originally published in Vivekananda Kendra Patrika)
A boy, | came to Thee,

Not knowing what thou wert,
I came up here and saw,
And found Thou wert a Hill.
But who is then the seer?
Deep into that I probed.

No seer then remained;

No mind survived at all
To say that this I saw,
Ore’entosay I didn’t
As Dakshinamurthy once,
Silent Thou taught’st the truth,
Thou dost the same e’en now,
Thou silent standing Hill!

If thou forbear to speak
Who else can voice Thy truth?
(Arunachala Ashtakam, V 1&2)
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Do Parayana When You Walk
Vimal Balasubrahmanyan

“Make self-enquiry your final aim, but also practice
meditation, japa and parayana. If you find one method
irksome or difficult, switch to one of the others. In the
course of time, the sadhana will become stabilized in self-
enquiry, and will culminate in pure consciousness or
realization.”

These were Bhagavan’s words to Kunjuswami. It was
at a time when Kunjuswami was moving out of the ashram
to live a life of meditation in Palakottu. Till then, ashram
duties and service to Bhagavan had occupied him fully.
Now, he asks Bhagavan for advice because he is not sure
how to spend the whole day searching for the Self.

After settling down in Palakottu, Kunjuswami made it
a regular practice to walk up to Skandashram early every
morning. While going up and coming down, he would do
parayana. Hearing of this, Bhagavan encourages him,
saying:

“That alone is good. Very appropriate. If you carry on
like this, you will also be relieved of the strain of
walking.”

Kunjuswami writes that from that day onwards, he
always did parayana while walking in the morning. (The
Power of the Presence-2, Ed. David Godman)

Bhagavan approved of parayana as an effective
discipline to anchor the mind. Annamalai Swami says he
received from Bhagavan a reading list of books, one of
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which was the Ribhu Gita. “He told several of us to read
it regularly as part of our sadhana...all this was very helpful
in keeping my mind on the Self during work.” (Living by
the Words of Bhagavan and Final Talks, Ed. David
Godman.)

An interesting aspect of Bhagavan’s teaching about
parayana, and the related practices of japa and sloka
recital, is that it doesn’t matter if one has not understood
the meaning of the words.

Krishna Bhikshu’s experience is relevant here. On an
early visit to Bhagavan, he tells him that he recites the
gayatri mantra. Bhagavan says that is good and tells him
to keep repeating it. After some time, Krishna Bhikshu says
that it’s difficult to repeat such a long mantra and at the
same time meditate on its meaning. But Bhagavan asks:

“Who told you to bother about the meaning? | have
only asked you to see who is repeating the Gayatri, or who
Is the one doing the japa.”

Krishna Bhikshu adds: “By making me look for the one
who was doing the japa, he was subtly and slowly turning
me towards the practice of self-enquiry.” (The Power of
the Presence-3, Ed. David Godman)

An anecdote from Annamalai Swami’s narrative throws
more light on this aspect of Bhagavan’s teachings.
Bhagavan had given a group of villagers Arunachala Stuti
Panchakam to recite as sadhana. After they had left, one
of the devotees present asked how such ‘uneducated’
people could understand the complex language of those
verses. This was Bhagavan’s reply:
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“They don’t have to understand the meaning. They will
get some benefit from merely repeating the verses.”

Sampurnamma has a similar tale. She was one of the
women who worked with Bhagavan in the kitchen during
the days when he was actively involved in the Ashram’s
cooking. She says, “One day, he gave me a copy of Ribhu
Gita and asked me to study it. | was not at all anxious to
pore over such a difficult text, good only for learned
pandits, and asked to be excused, saying that I did not
understand a single word of it.” But Bhagavan’s reply this
time too was:

It does not matter that you do not understand. It will
still be of great benefit to you.” (The Power of the
Presence-3, Ed. David Godman)

We know that when devotees wanted to know the
meaning of difficult spiritual writings or explanations of his
own literary Tamil verses, Bhagavan would patiently
explain it all to them. On the other hand, we find him also
saying you don’t have to know the meaning of the words.
| find an answer to this riddle in something which spiritual
teacher Eckhart Tolle has emphasised.

In his writings and talks, Eckhart has pointed out that
words spoken or written by advanced souls come from an
inner space of pure Consciousness. They are not mind-
created. They carry with them the power of that same
Consciousness. And when we read, recite or listen to these
words with attention, that power touches and evokes the
Consciousness within us, which is the core of our own
Being.
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Kavyakantha’s Chatvarimsat
V Kirithivasan

Verse 12

SRISYUNICICISISErREIRuE

T ARAMINE R ARGRY |

atheetha guNa jaalaaya naishtika brahnmachaariNe

Namo maayaamanushyaaya gurave taarakaaraye
Word Meaning:

atheetha: transcending;

guNa jaalaaya: the play of attributes, qualities;

naishtika brahmachaariNe: One who is firmly

established in Brahman (or more commonly, one who
is avowedly a celibate);

Namo maayaamanushyaaya: Salutations to the one who

is disguised as a human;

Gurave: to the Master, Preceptor; taarakaaraye: the

enemy of the demon Taaraka.
Verse Meaning:

Salutations to the Master, who has disguised himself as
a human being (but who is really Lord Subrahmanya), the
enemy of the demon Taaraka. Salutations to the one who
has transcended all attributes, and who is firmly established
in Brahman, (and who is a lifelong celibate).

By saying atheetha guNa jaalaaya, the poet indicates
that Bhagavan displayed in his conduct attributes that are
incomprehensible or out of the ordinary, when viewed
from the mundane level —attributes like total unconcern
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for his own self, but extraordinary compassion for all other
living beings; a childlike innocence, while at the same time
possessing an all- comprehensive wisdom; utmost humility,
in spite of being an avatar of God; always content in spite
of possessing nothing, and so on.

Kaavyakantha refers to Bhagavan as a naishtika
brahmachaari next. The generally understood meaning of
this word is “a confirmed celibate’. But the deeper meaning
is: one who abides as the Supreme Self, Brahman, all the
time. On many occasions, Bhagavan has said that the latter
meaning alone is applicable to Jivan Mukthas. To illustrate
this point, Sri Bhagavan used to relate the story of
Parikshit:

“Parikshit was a still-born child. The ladies cried and
appealed to Sri Krishna to save the child. The sages around
Him wondered how Krishna was going to save the child
from the effects of the arrows (apandavastra) of
Asvatthama. Krishna said, “If the child be touched by one
eternally celibate (nityabrahmachari), the child would be
brought to life.” Even Suka dared not touch the child.
Finding no one among the reputed saints bold enough to
touch the child, Krishna went and touched it, saying, ‘If |
am eternally celibate (nityabrahmachari), may the child
be brought to life.” The child began to breathe, and later
grew up to be Parikshit. Just consider how Krishna
surrounded by 16,000 gopis is a branmachari! Such is the
mystery of a jivanmukti! A jivanmukta is one who does
not see anything separate from the Self”, concluded
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Bhagavan. (Talk No. 449, Talks with Sri Ramana
Maharshi).

There is another story that Bhagavan was fond of
narrating on the same topic. It is about Kaduveli
Siddhar.He was famed as a very austere hermit. He lived
on the dry leaves fallen from trees. The King of the country
heard of him, saw him and offered a reward for the one
who would prove this man’s worth. A rich dasi
(courtesan) agreed to do it. She began to live near the
recluse and pretended to attend on him. She gently left
pieces of pappadam along with the dry leaves picked by
him. When he had eaten them, she began to leave other
kinds of tasty food along with the dry leaves.

Eventually, he took good tasty dishes supplied by her.
They became intimate and a child was born to them. She
reported the matter to the King. The King wanted to know
if she could prove their mutual relationship to the general
public. She agreed and suggested a plan of action.
Accordingly, the King announced a public dancing
performance by that dasi and invited the people to it. They
gathered there and she also appeared, but not before she
had given a dose of herbal medicine to the child, and left
it in charge of the saint at home. The dance was at its
height here; the child was crying at home for the mother.

The father took the babe in his arms and went to the
dancing performance. She was dancing joyously. Kaduveli
Siddhar could not approach her with the child. She noticed
the man and the babe. She contrived to kick her legs in
the dance so as to loosen one of her anklets just as she
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approached the place where the saint was. She gently lifted
her foot and he tied the anklet. The public shouted and
laughed. But he remained unaffected. Yet to prove his
worth, he sang a Tamil song meaning: ““For victory, let
go my anger! | release my mind when it rushes away. If it
is true that I sleep day and night quite aware of my Self,
may this stone burst into twain and become the wide
expanse!”” Immediately the stone (idol) burst with a loud
noise. The people were astounded. Sri Bhagavan
continued: “Thus he proved himself an unswerving Jnani.
One should not be deceived by the external appearance of
Jnani.”

In Bhagavan’s case, he was a ‘naishtika brahmachari’
in all senses of the word.

Lest We Forget
Sri J Krishna Murthy
G. Sri Hari Rao

Sri J. Krishna Murthy Garu (Sri JK) is almost a founder
member of Sri Ramana Kendram and was associated with
the organisation from the very beginning. Love and
humility are the core characteristics of this revered devotee.
He used to melt, as it were, on hearing the mention of
Sri Bhagavan or Dr KS. Like Dr KS, Sri JK was short in
height, but was very tall in stature.

Sri JK was related by marriage to Sri Lakshmana Sarma,
the great scholar and devotee of Sri Bhagavan. The
children of Sri JK came up very well in life. One son was
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in the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) and occupied
high positions in the echelons of the Government of India.
Another son is a famous Opthalmologist. His daughter
Gayatri is also a Doctor and is well known in Sri Ramana
Kendram. Any father would be proud of such children, but
Sri JK never took any credit for their professional growth.
He was always simple, and very Sri Bhagavan centred.

Sri JK used to stay in Central Excise Colony when living
in Hyderabad, and was very regular in attending the
Kendram Satsang programmes. He functioned as Secretary
to the Kendram during 1982-83. It was during this period
that he opened the first bank account for Sri Ramana
Kendram at Indian Bank, Hyderabad. He enjoyed the
affection and regard of senior devotees like Sri Dave,
Professor Shiv Mohan Lal, and needless to say, Dr KS.
Out of his great respect for Sri Dave, he took him and his
wife home during a Diwali festive season, and served them
with the utmost respect and reverence.

He used to take Sri G.V.Rajeswara Rao and Dr KS on
his scooter to the satsang programmes at various places.
The first trip of the Sri Ramana Kendram devotees to Sri
Ramanasramam was organised by Sri JK with the help of
Sri Rajeswara Rao. All the devotees greatly enjoyed this
visit and still cherish it dearly.

When he was in Chennai, during a morning walk one
day, he developed a discomfort in the chest, and sought
to take rest in a nearby house. To his great delight and
amazement, the house belonged to a devotee of Sri
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Bhagavan and Aksharamanamalai was being recited in the
house. Sri JK used to relate that incident with great
reverence and happiness.

The foreword he wrote for the book, A Tribute,on Dr
KS which was released on 11" January 1999 on the first
Remembrance Day of Dr KS truly reflects his love and
regard for his dear friend and guru. Parts of this foreword
are reproduced below for the benefit of readers:

“As magnet draws lIron, draw me to Yourself O
Arunachala! Hold me fast! Be One with me”

These were Sri Bhagavan’s words in Aksharamana-
malai. Just as Arunachala drew Sri Bhagavan, Dr
K.Subramanian, Dr KS to us, has drawn the devotees into
his web silently, and has made them see the greatness of
Sri Bhagavan. I, for one, was attracted to him when |
heard him speak about Sri Bhagavan in Ramalayam in
Nallakunta, Hyderabad. There was no turning back after
that. | entered the “Tiger’s jaws™ as it were! ......... Dr
KS was a true gem in every sense of the word. He was my
dear friend, guide and guru.......... When | look back, 1
remember with great joy the time | spent with him
discussing Sri Bhagavan and accompanying him wherever
he went.

The love Sri JK had for the devotees of Sri Ramana
Kendram and Dr KS can be seen from the following
incident:

Sri JK developed a heart condition and was admitted in
NIMS, Hyderabad. Dr KS and some devotees went to visit
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him in the hospital. I was one of them. When Sri JK came
out from his room in the hospital to meet us, we were very
hesitant to speak to him and draw him into a conversation
for the fear of causing any strain— as per the advice and
instructions of the doctor. Seeing our silence, his daughter
Dr. Gayatri said, “Please speak to him to your heart’s
content. He is thirsting to meet and talk with you all”. We
dispersed after spending some time with him. By Sri
Bhagavan’s Grace, he came out hale and hearty after going
through the prescribed procedures. His daughter
mentioned later that he was so happy meeting all of us that
his initial reluctance to go through the medical procedure
disappeared and he wholeheartedly consented to undergo
the prescribed treatment!

I had great respect and regard for Sri JK and used to
visit him in New Delhi or Chennai, when he was there and
when | happened to go to those places on official work.
When | remember one such visit to Chennai, | feel greatly
humbled. It was summer time and | went to him during
an afternoon. He was staying in the Teynampet area at a
place which was quite far off from the main road. Despite
my repeated protests, Sri JK insisted on accompanying me
up to the Teynampet bus stop in that hot sun. His love was
boundless.

The senior devotees of Sri Ramana Kendram remember
Sri JK with great fondness and respect. My humble
salutations to this exemplary devotee and his sacred
memory.
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Marriages
Suri Nagamma

Sometime back, | wrote about Bhagavan talking
sometimes of the marriage festival of ‘Father and Mother’.
Not only that, but whenever devotees bring the newly
wedded couples in their family to pay homage at the lotus
feet of Sri Bhagavan, he blesses them with his wonted
gracious smile; he listens with interest to all the various
incidents of the marriage. If you observe Bhagavan’s face
on such occasions, you can see the same amusement which
our elders used to show when they witnessed the doll’s
marriage that we performed in our childhood days.
Prabhavati got married in 1944. For about two years before
her marriage, she was staying here. She is a lady from
Maharashtra, good-looking and cultured. She wanted to
be a great bhakta like Mirabai and so used to sing and
dance and say that she would never marry, but would don
ochre garments and behaved like a naughty child in front
of Sri Bhagavan. Bhagavan knew that her naughtiness
would not leave her until she married. At last, somehow
she did get married. Immediately, the bride and bridegroom
came in their wedding attire with their relatives and
offerings of fruits and flowers and bowed down before
Bhagavan. After a stay of two or three days, she came one
morning at 8 o’clock with her husband seeking
Bhagavan’s blessings before leaving to set up home in her
husband’s place. Squirrels were playing about Bhagavan’s
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sofa, peacocks were wandering outside the hall; there were
not many people. It was calm and quiet in the hall; the
young man bowed down to Bhagavan with reverence and
respect, took leave of him and stood waiting at the side
of the doorway. With downcast looks and bubbling shyness
and tearful eyes, the beloved child of the Ashram, while
waiting there for Bhagavan’s permission, looked like
Sakuntala trying to tear herself away from the Kanva
Ashram. Bhagavan nodded his head in token of permission,
and then she bowed down to him. No sooner had she
crossed the threshold, Bhagavan remarked, looking at me:
“It was only yesterday, she had the chapter of
Krishnavatara in Bhagvata copied out by Sundaresa lyer”.
| said with delight: “When next she comes here, she will
come with a child in her arms.” Meanwhile, she began to
sing a full-throated song full of devotion with voice as
sweet as a kokila while going round the hall in
pradakshina. Bhagavan was evidently moved and like
Kanva Rishi himself, he said “Do you hear the hymn from
Mukundamala?” My eyes were filled with tears.

I went out and gave her my blessings, while she again
and again prostrated herself to Bhagavan. Then, | saw her
out of the ashram and returned to the hall. The stories we
have read in the Puranas were being reenacted at the
Ashram.

* % %
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Keeping A Promise

Dr. Krishnamurthi lyer settled in Aavarankattu Street in
Tiruvannamalai. His wife was not keeping good health. So,
Mudaliyar Patti and her daughter-in-law, Kamakshi, who
stayed in the same street, helped in taking care of the
doctor’s daughter, Apithakuchambal.

When Mudaliyar Patti and Kamakshi came to the
Ashram with food for Bhagavan, the little girl would
accompany them. One day, the little one said to Bhagavan,
I want you to come to our house. Will you come?
Bhagavan responded to this loving invitation with, Oh, yes!
I will definitely come to your house. The little girl was very
happy to hear this.

Early the next day, Bhagavan appeared to a person in
Tirupathur and told him, There is a doctor named
Krishnamurthi lyer, who stays in Aavarankattu Street in
Tiruvannamalai. You have a picture of me in your house;
please take it to the doctor’s house and give it to him.

This gentleman worked as a Supervisor in the Electricity
Department. Once, when he went to Major Chadwick’s
house to attend to the job of giving him an electrical
connection, Major Chadwick presented him with a large
picture of Bhagavan. As he did not have any particular
involvement with Bhagavan, he just kept the picture in his
house, but had no great attachment to it.

The gentleman took the picture of Bhagavan, and went
to Tiruvannamalai. He located Dr. Krishnamurthi lyer’s
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house, and gave him the picture, saying, “This morning,
Bhagavan came to my house and told me to bring this
picture to you. Please accept this.” The doctor was
amazed, and a little puzzled. He took the Supervisor with
him to the Ashram to ask Bhagavan about this turn of
events.

Dr. Krishnamurthi lyer prostrated to Bhagavan and told
him what had happened. Bhagavan laughed and said to
Devaraja Mudaliyar, Muruganar and the other devotees in
the hall, See! | have been sitting right here on this sofa,
and they are saying that | went to Tirupathur and spoke
to this gentleman!

The devotees were as astonished as Dr. Krishnamurthi
lyer himself. But they were all very clear upon one point.
They said to the doctor, Today is Thursday (Guruvaaram).
You are very fortunate that our Guru has chosen to come
to your house on this auspicious day. Hold on to him!
Don’t let him go!

This is how Bhagavan fulfilled the desire of little
Apithakuchambal!

(Source: Ramana Tiruvilayadal Tirattu, Ramanashram

Publication)
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Bhakthi
Sri K. R. K. Murthy, Bhawanisagar

What is bhakthi? Why should we have bhakthi? On
whom should we have bhakthi? How should we practise
bhakthi? What is the outcome of bhakthi? What is
necessary for the cultivation of bhakthi? Which is the
easiest way for bliss? How to win the succour and Grace
of God? How to realise the truth and attain liberation?
These are some of the questions which were beautifully
answered in the Sivananda Lahari of Adi Sankara. But for
finding the answers, we have to go through the whole text
and search out, as these answers are not furnished in a
consecutive manner.

Our revered Ramana Bhagavan wanted to bring to
limelight this wonderful work, and so selected ten slokas
from the same, and arranged them in a particular logical
sequence such that the busy reader may have a grasp of
the essentials of Bhakhti Yoga in a very short time.

The first words of the slokas with the sloka number in
the text are furnished below for the convenience of those
interested in studying the original slokas.

Serial Number Number of  First words of the sloka
asarranged the Sloka

by Bhagavan in the text

1 61 Amkolain Nijabeeja

2 76 Bhakthir Mahesa

3 83 Jnana Mruthi
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4 6 Ghatova Mruthpindo

5 65 Vaksha Sthadana Sankaya
6 10 Narathwam Devathwam
7 12 Guhayam Geheva

8 9 Gabheere Kasare

9 11 Vaturva geheya

10 91 Aadya Vidya

For recollecting the order of the slokas easily, Sri
Bhagavan wrote a sloka containing the first letter of the
ten slokas in Sivananda Lahari, as follows : Am Bhak Jana
ghato vakshah nara guha gabhee vatuh Aadya dasa
Sivananda Lahari sloka suchika. A gist of the slokas is
furnished below:

Bhakthi is the natural affinity between the devotee and
God, just as the affinity between the seed and the trunk
of the AMKOLA tree. Bhakthi is the attraction between
the devotee and God, just as the attraction between a
needle and the magnet. Bhakthi is akin to the love that
exists between a dutiful and selfless wife whose supreme
object in life is to serve her husband to her utmost capacity.
Bhakthi is the solace and support for the proper
development of the helpless devotee, just as a tree to a
creeper. Bhakthi is a continuous flow of the mind of the
devotee towards God, just as the flow of a river, which
maintains an unbroken and everlasting contact with the
ocean. Such devotion is defined as bhakthi.
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Bhakthi is the cloud that rains and fills the tank called
the Mind with water of bliss and irrigates the land of life
and makes it bear fruit. As the purpose of life will not be
fulfilled without bhakthi,and as everlasting happiness
cannot be secured without bhakthi, we should cultivate
bhakthi. We should not be devoted to those minor gods,
who are struggling like us in distress, without crossing the
ocean of births and deaths. We should adore that All-
Powerful Mahesa, the giver of infinite bliss and liberation.

Through logic and intellectual gymnastics, it is not
possible to get over the God of Death. Instead of wasting
energies in the pursuit of ordinary sciences, surrender to
the Almighty and all-blissful Siva. The God of Death is
terribly afraid of approaching a true devotee of Sambasiva.
Even the minor gods bow to the devotee of Siva as
liberation itself, which is not within their reach, is within
his grasp. There is nothing that is impossible or inaccessible
for a bhaktha.

So the mind should always learn to dwell on the supreme
God for enjoyment, irrespective of the nature of the body
that is acquired as a result of the past good and bad deeds.
If this skill is acquired, it is immaterial whether one has
the body of a human being, a celestial being, an animal, a
reptile, a bird, a mosquito, a tree or a stone.

It does not also matter, where one lives, whether in a
cave or bungalow, in water or fire, in a forest or on a
mountain. What makes the person a bhaktha is not the
place of his residence, but only the firm attachment of his
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mind to God. With much physical exertion, ordinary people
bring flowers from the deep lakes, the frightful forests and
the extensive hill-sides for the worship of God; and yet,
are not able to reap the full benefit. Without all this trouble,
if God is worshipped with the internal flower called mind,
one can be ever happy, easily. The external circumstances,
stations in life or society, such as a bachelor, a house-
holder, a recluse, do not by themselves elevate a person.
Only if one surrenders his heart completely, without any
reservations, God takes over and becomes his and looks
after him in all respects. Due to God’s Grace, the devotee
realises the truth and merges his individuality in Him and
gets liberated from the cycle of births and deaths, and
attains the everlasting bliss.

(Call Divine, November 1953)
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