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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in February 2021
1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3. 24" - Wednesday - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.00 p.m.

(Devotees may please note that due to Social distancing, satsangs
are being held online. For details please contact Kendram Office)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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The Champion of Women
(Talk 139B)
Dr.K.Subrahmanain

| was telling someone recently that Rajaji once said that
the bravest person in the world is not a solider or anyone
else, but a newly married girl or woman who leaves for
her husband’s place - leaving behind familiar surroundings,
her parents, her brothers and sisters and then going to
another totally unknown family. This is the bravest thing
because she alone has to live with the other family. The
mixed bundle of feelings she must experience on the day
she leaves for her husband’s place, and the trauma she
experiences after reaching it cannot be described. We don’t
pay much attention to this move of the girl because in our
society it is a daily occurrence. When a girl gets married
and moves into her in-law’s place, we think it is her duty
to adjust to the new people and the new surroundings.
What a lot of adjustment, it is!

When we read in the newspaper that some bride, a newly
married girl, burned herself, we say it is unfortunate. We
then begin to talk about the responsibility of the in-laws,
and so on. | have seen several cases where the marriage
broke up and the girl concerned committed suicide or left
the husband and educated herself to stand on her own feet.
Whenever we hear such stories, we feel sorry. In fact, when
we think deeply about this, we must realize that it is not
just the husband’s parents who are responsible for the girl’s
death - the whole society is responsible. We are all
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responsible because while we talk about the rights of
women, there are people who just don’t have any respect
for them. There are men who think that women only exist
to serve them. Some who profess to do sadhana, think it
is the responsibility of the wife to bring the coffee to them.
They don’t even bother to take the tumbler, and put it in
the sink, or wherever else it is to be placed - they believe
it is the wife’s job.

In the Ramayana, when Rama broke the bow, the
wedding of Sita and Rama was arranged. Janaka
(yapatyamstri), Sita’s father, said:

iyamseetaa mama sutaasaha dharma charltava

praticchaenaambhadramtepaanimgrihneeshvapaaninaa

He said, “The person who is going to marry you is my
daughter, Sita.”

saha dharma charltava: She is going to perform the
dharmic duty of a wife.

saha dharma: She will help you in performing your duty,
and therefore, you call her sahadharmini; one who is there
to help you in performing your duty.

Most people think the woman has no role to play. This,
however, is not true. If we think that we can order about
our women as we like, we are greatly mistaken. The way
Bhagavan treated women must be an example for us. His
consideration for women was extraordinary. One morning,
he found a woman standing outside the Ashram after 11:30
- when lunch was over. He enquired why she was standing
there, and if she had had her lunch. The people standing
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nearby said, “No, but she will have it soon.” Bhagavan
asked them why she hadn’t had lunch with everyone else,
and they informed him that since she had her monthly
periods, she would only be eating after everyone else had
eaten. They said, “We have to prepare some special food
for her. According to the sastras, she can’t eat the food
that had been prepared for us.” Bhagavan asked them, “Is
it a sin to have periods? This is stree dharma. In fact, they
should be the people to be asked to eat first. And you are
asking her to eat after all of us have eaten. That is very
wrong.” He also said that they should not continue the
practice of preparing special food for women who were
having their periods, and then insisting that they eat after
everyone else had eaten. He said, “Please ask her to come
in. 1 want you to feed her now from the food we have
eaten. She should not be kept waiting.” Some very
orthodox people present said it was wrong to serve her
the food that everyone else had eaten. They also said, “If
you do this Bhagavan, some people will stop coming to
the Ashram.” Bhagavan replied, “It doesn’t matter. | am
not interested in people coming to the Ashram. What we
are doing is grossly unfair. Religion which has no
compassion, spirituality which has no consideration for
human beings is not spirituality. I will not leave this place
until you serve her in my presence.” Everyone was
embarrassed. They could not do anything. The woman was
asked to come; a leaf was laid out for her, and the cooks
were asked to serve. She was almost in tears.

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL 41, ISSUE-2 27 HYDERABAD, FEBRUARY-2021



The orthodox people who were present were very
unhappy with the stand that Bhagavan had taken. Someone
suggested, “Don’t tell other people what happened today.”
Bhagavan overheard this, turned around, and said, “Why
not? We have not committed any sin. You tell everyone
that this is what happened. Don’t keep it a secret.” Another
person remarked that it would bring a bad name to the
Ashram. Bhagavan told them not to worry about the bad
name; they were doing the right thing, and they would
continue to do it. Bhagavan said, “Hereafter, you should
not treat any woman like this.” This is something truly
extraordinary.

People often used to debate whether women could do
japa, and whether they could become sanyasis. Even at
that time, there were some people in the Ashram who
would oppose the ideas of Bhagavan, but he would ignore
them. Bhagavan maintained that there should be no
distinction between men and women in certain matters. He
said that women could do self-enquiry (koaham) and
women sanyasinis should be given the same burial as men
sanyasis. Some said that sanyasinis should not have a
samadhi. Bhagavan said there is no distinction between a
realised man and a realised woman. Whenever somebody
said something bad about women, Bhagavan would say
that they are not in any way inferior to men. Because of
what he practised, people ultimately accepted it.

Bhagavan’s concern for women was touching. When the
Ashram was established, people had to be given breakfast
at 7:00, lunch at 11:30, and then dinner at 7:30, day after
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day. There was no holiday. Bhagavan used to get up at
3:00 in the morning every day, go to the kitchen, and help
the people with the cooking until 4:00. He used to do
the difficult manual tasks like grinding chutney and would
never allow the women to do anything that was difficult.
He would ask them to stir the sambar or the rasam. At
4:00, he would go to sit on his couch. Some women were
unhappy about this because they had to cook in the
kitchen, while the men conversed with Bhagavan in the
hall. Bhagavan would ask them why they worried about
it. The women used to say, “We are unable to sit in the
hall with the other people and meditate. We have to cook
in the morning and in the evening. We are unhappy that
we are not allowed to sit before Bhagavan.” He used to
say, “You are very lucky. Without you, how can we all eat?
You are doing a great service. Don’t think that everyone
has to do meditation. You are serving the devotees.” Then,
he said to one of the women devotees, “You don’t have
to come to the hall to meditate. You can also mediate while
working in the kitchen. You may be cutting vegetables or
something, but your mind can meditate. Think of God and
recite some verse or the other. You will be doing the same
thing as the other people in the hall will be doing; but
you will be doing something extra because you will also
be doing work. These two need not be separated.”
Spirituality that doesn’t have concern for other people
is not spirituality. There should be a sense of equality, and
there should be mutual help. This also doesn’t mean that
one should help all the time, and the other should accept
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it. Bhagavan used to lift the big vessels with sambar and
rasam; he would never have the womenfolk do that. He
told them to do the smaller tasks. That was his concern
for them. He never talked about this a great deal, but he
set an example. Bhagavan used to help all the cooks,
irrespective of whether they were men or women. He
would never ask anything from anyone. Whatever he could
do himself, he would do. This is something we should keep
in mind - there must be mutual cooperation.

Manu had the highest regard for women, and he felt
that society too should have a similar view. He believed
where women are not treated with respect, the Goddess
of Wealth, Lakshmi, will not dwell. Swami Vivekananda
used to say that we are a great country where we worship
God not just as a he, but as a she as well - Amba. But
unfortunately, we have not progressed as a country because
in our day-to-day life, we don’t pay enough respect to
our women. Whatever might be the drawbacks of western
countries, the important thing is that there is mutual respect
for everybody, not just a few people.

Gandhiji was an extraordinary person, and there is not
going to be another like him for several centuries. But even
he, with all his greatness, for various reasons, was most
unreasonable in the first few years of his married life. He
has written that he was most unfair in the treatment of his
wife, Kasturba, especially when they were in South Africa,
a foreign country where she had no relatives of her own.
Once, when Kasturba refused to clean the lavatory,
Gandhiji was so upset that he asked her to get out of the
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house. Later on, he did repent and learnt from the
experience. He championed women’s causes. The man
who had had conventional notions of a wife, changed
completely and felt that women should be given greater
freedom. Perhaps because of Gandhiji’s influence,
thousands of women joined the freedom struggle, and
some of them became great leaders.

In the last ten years of Kasturba’s life, Gandhiji was
extraordinarily kind to her. Kasturba died in the Aga Khan
Palace in Pune. If you go Pune, you must visit this place
where Gandhiji and his wife spent a few years. The palace
grounds are huge, and Kasturba was cremated at 6:00 in
the evening in one section of the palace grounds. The body
burned for a long time, and Gandhiji was sitting outside
in the cold. Somebody went to him and said, “Bapuji,
why don’t you sit inside? It might take some more time
for the body to burn completely. I don’t want you to
expose yourself to the cold.” Gandhiji said, “I don’t mind.
She and | have been together for about 60 years. Why do
you want to deprive me of my being with her for a few
more minutes?” The person was deeply touched.

Unfortunately, some people treat their wives as if they
were there just to work for them - and we criticise them
for their behaviour. There is no point in criticizing society
or the people responsible for this; what we need to realize
is that we are all responsible for this behaviour. Each one
in his own way is responsible, and we will understand this,
if we look within. Ultimately, it is a cumulative effect of
all our individual feelings. Every now and then, we talk
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about communal tension and communal trouble. These
things take place regularly, but each one of us has a
responsibility. If | have hatred for a particular group of
people, and you also have the same hatred, what happens
is, over a period of time, the internal violence that others
cannot see, erupts externally. Once the eruption takes
place, we give it various labels. So it is important to see
that there is no mental violence against certain people or
individuals.

This is why our ancestors said that there must be peace
within, for if you are at peace with yourself, there will be
peace all around you. If you harbour violent thoughts and
violent feelings inside of you, they might find release in
some form of action, sometime or the other. Therefore,
there is need for internal peace, and each one adopts his
own method to achieve this internal peace. Some resort
to puja, others to japa and dhyana. They all help.

What | would like to say is - and | say it every year -
our attitude towards women must change. It is pointless
to complain, because individually, like it or not, we are also
responsible for what takes place - for the violence, and the
other things that happen to women. In this, we have a great
example in Bhagavan because he would never allow
anyone to say anything bad about women. He is, to my
knowledge, the only person who has not said even a single
thing about women in general. Our scriptures have warned
us about women. But not Bhagavan. The way he respected
his own mother, allowed her to live with him at
Skandashram, and looked after her are examples of his
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respect for women. These are rather unconventional, for
no sanyasi is expected to live with his mother. In fact,
some say that once you become a sanyasi, you should not
look at women - not even your mother. In spite of much
opposition from the people around him, Bhagavan said that
his mother could live in Skandashram. She lived there for
only six years. After her death, there was the samadhi, and
on that, there now stands a temple. A lot of people objected
to the temple, but Bhagavan neither said it should be built,
nor did he say that it should not be built. He left it to
others.

There are so many aspects of Bhagavan, and what |
consider to be the unique aspect is his great concern and
consideration for women. He has not uttered a single
statement against women in general. If we keep this in
mind from time to time, our own attitude will become the
correct attitude. We must remember that at the highest
level, the atman, the self, is beyond gender. There is no
male or female atman. There is no duality of any kind at
this level, whatsoever. When you say there is no duality,
it includes the difference in gender. At our level, however,
we think in terms of gender. This we should keep in mind
as often as possible so that we may never make the mistake
of considering women to be inferior to men.

* X *
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Kaavyakantha’s Chatvarimsat
V.Krithivasan

Verse 23

STIEE UR: IPRIA 4 3T |

weiie fR1 qa fadaaq i

Jagadaham parah sphurati me trayam

Sadabhidam gira tava visamshayam
Word Meaning:

Jagat: the world; aham: ‘I’; parah: the Supreme;
sphurati: sparkles; me: in me;trayam: three; sat: existence;
abhidam: undifferentiated; gira: word; tava: your;
visamshayam: undoubtedly.

Verse Meaning: Without doubt, by your words of
wisdom, these three - the world, the ‘I’- awareness and
the Supreme —sparkle in me as Undifferentiated Existence.

In Verses 25, 26 and 27, Kaavyakantha talks about his
Atmanubhuti (experience of the Self). He gratefully
declares his experience of Oneness with everything, as
being the result of hearing the supreme Truth from the
Maharshi. The use of the word *‘gira’ is significant.
Though the normal meaning of this is ‘words’, it is
generally associated with Vedic wisdom or Revelation of
the scriptures. Kaavyakantha implies that the upadesha of
Bhagavan is the same as what the Vedas declare. The three
primary entities, viz., the world (jagat), ‘I’(aham, the
individual), and param (the Supreme Being) are all one in
their essence. This undifferentiated experience ‘sparkles’
(sphurati) in him without any doubt, the poet states. This

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL 41, ISSUE-2 34 HYDERABAD, FEBRUARY-2021



ultimate Brahmic experience can be transmitted only by a
jnani, a knower of Brahman to a disciple who is mature
and ready for this realization.

Kathopanishad says:

3 Witk fRA IR |

ananya-proktegatir-atranaasti

This means, “the transmission takes place without fail,
when (the flame comes from) someone established in the
Self”.

Most teachers talking of Self-knowledge have their
hearts somewhere else — in fame, name, wealth, power or
popularity — that is expansion of their empire. They cannot
help us. There always are, though rare, some sages for
whom there is ‘no other’ — ananya. Ramana Bhagavan
was one such . The Upanishad mantra says the insight
dawns upon us when conveyed by such a master who is
in Self-abidance (atma-nisthaa). Others give long lectures,
write huge volumes or preside over big projects on the
scriptures. This sage, without all such din and roar, helps
a seeker by a mere gaze. For others, the *Self’ is other than
themselves. For this sage, the ‘Self’ is ‘not other’ (ananya).

The word gati refers to the movement, the cogitation
of the mind. When the sage, established in the Truth,
showers his grace upon us, our mind will not wander; it
becomes still. The master gives the disciple a taste of his
own state. This is why Nayana says, “Without any doubt,
by your words of wisdom, the supreme undifferentiated
state of Oneness with everything flashed within me.”
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\erse 26

IgUG rdl et WfaaT |

AR FR=1a1 geEAifiar |

Tvadupadeshato galati samvida

Mayi niranyaya sadahamorbhida
Word Meaning:

tvad: from your; upadeshato: teaching; galati: slips
away; samvida: complete understanding; mayi: in me;
niranyaya: no-otherness; sadahamor: between pure
existence and ‘I’; bhida: difference.

Verse Meaning: Arising from your teaching, with the
complete understanding present in me, the difference
between ‘I’-awareness and Reality drops off , leaving me
with the sense of no-otherness.

Once again, extolling the power of Bhagavan’s
teachings, Kaavyakantha says that the imagined limitation
which creates the individual ‘I’ to rise from its substratum,
which is Pure Existence (sat), melts away, resulting in
the clear vision of the Self. In such an experience,
perception of differences between the Self, the world and
the Supreme disappears. This is referred to by Bhagavan
in Upadesa Saram in verse 25:

Veshahaanatah svatmadarsanam

Eeshadarsanam svaatmarupatah

With elimination of the superimposed attributes occurs
vision of one’s Self. That itself is the vision of God in the
form of one’s Self.

This is ananyadrishti, Oneness with all creation.
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How | came into the fold of Sri Bhagavan
- Sri GV. Rama Rao

[Sri G.V. Rama Rao came into the fold of Sri Bhagavan
in 1997, when he was convinced that Sri Ramana was
his only Guru, and his world was Sri Bhagavan. It was
his wife, Smt.Rajeswari, who urged him into the fold of
Sri Bhagavan. He served as the President of Sri Ramana
Kendram in the period 2000-2001 and played the key role
in the Kendram having its own building in the present
premises. This narrative highlights, his devotion to Sri
Bhagavan, and the grace of Sri Bhagavan that he
experienced at every step during the construction of the
Kendram building during the years 2000-01- Editor]

| was born on the 10" of May 1938, as the youngest of
six children, to my parents Sri Gollapudi Venkata
Chalapathi Rao and Smt Minakshamma. | retired from
service in the year 1996 from Syndicate Bank. Four years
before retirement, my wife and I started visiting all the holy
places in the country - with the exception of Manasa
Sarovar and the Amarnath Cave. Since our son had settled
down in the U.S.A, both of us decided that our remaining
life would be totally dedicated in the pursuit of God. After
four years of travel to the various pilgrim centers, we
spent the fifth year exploring the Ashrams in the country.

During these travels, | decided mentally, that we should
not be bound by any particular ideology or to a specific
Ashrama. | was aware that there were many pseudo-
spiritual organizations in the country. | was careful not
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be drowned in some ideology or be stuck to an individual
or an organization. If at all we chose to render some
service, | felt that there was no need to do so under some
banner, and that we could do so on our own. Thus my
Ashram travels which began with Shirdi, ended with the
visit to Sri Ramanasramam.

Once we visited Sri Ramanasramam, it became clear to
me that Sri Bhagavan was my Guru. We were so happy
in Sri Ramanasramam that we felt like purchasing a home
there and settling down. My wife used to study many
spiritual books, but I never paid much attention to them.
| was always preoccupied with my work and my office.
During my childhood, my father used to cut pictures of
Sri Bhagavan from newspapers and paste them on
cardboards, and hang them on a pillar. He used to tell us
about the greatness of Sri Bhagavan, but other than that,
we did not really know much about him. Though my
father attained a certain spiritual status, he was not in the
habit of speaking to us about adhyatmic matters.

One incident of interest during my childhood about Sri
Bhagavan was that squirrels would come to him, and crawl
all over him. My understanding was that birds and animals
had free access to him and that he was a great mahatma.
Beyond this, | did not know much about him.

My father’s younger brother, Sri Surya PrakashaRao,
remained a bachelor, and my grandmother was worried
about him. My father asked her not to worry, and
promised her that he would take the entire responsibility
of his brother. My uncle used to stay with us, and my father
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passed on his responsibility to me. My uncle was associated
closely with the Kurthalam Ashramam (Pitham). He was
the first nominee for becoming the third head of the
Pitham. For some reason, he could not become the head
of the Pitham. If he had become the head, maybe | would
have remained with him. My uncle used to speak
extempore on any spiritual subject, like Swami
Vivekananda — in a manner that appealed to the hearts of
the audience. Occasionally, whenever we listened to him,
our mother would dissuade us for fear that we too might
also resist getting married. She used to shoo us away
saying, “Why all this for you? Go and play”. Another uncle
of mine used to perform abhisheka to Lord Siva for hours
together. Thus, though there were family members who
were spiritually inclined, I did not evince much interest
in spiritual matters in my younger days.

However, after retirement when | visited Sri
Ramanasramam, | made enquiries whether there was any
affiliated organization in Hyderabad. | was told that
satsangs take place in the Andhra Mahila Sabha College
for Women located in Osmania University Campus. It
was very close to where we lived. The very next Sunday
after we returned to Hyderabad, we participated in the
satsang. Here, | had the good fortune of meeting Dr. KS.
My association with him lasted for about two years. Sri
Keshava Reddy was functioning as the President of the
Kendram, then. He was running pillar to post to obtain
the necessary sanctions for the construction of the building
in the plot allotted to the Kendram. He was also struggling
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to finalize the building plans. He was hard pressed for
time because he was still in service. Observing this, | said
to him one day, “All my domestic responsibilities are over
now. |am free. | can go anywhere and approach anyone
to obtain the necessary sanctions. You can make use of
my services”. Sri Reddy gladly accepted my offer, and
handed over the responsibility to me.

Since the plans drawn for the Kendram building did not
comply with the laid down rules of the Government, we
had to make frequent trips to the Secretariat over the next
two years to obtain the needed permissions. My wife and
| used to leave home by 9 AM, and return by 7 PM. After
the necessary permissions were obtained, we found that
the seed money available for the construction of the
building was just Rs. 1.5 lakhs. The amount was nowhere
near the requirement for the construction of the building,
and other associated activities. | needed to go to vendors
for bricks, cement, sand etc., and bargain to get the best
possible price from them. | took it as a great opportunity
granted by Sri Ramana Bhagavan to me to bring up the
building. We were able to finish the erection of pillars.
During this construction, Sri Keshava Reddy, Sri
Ramanaiah, and Sri Chenna Kesava Rao were a great
support to me. Sri Chenna Kesava Rao,was a Civil
Engineer, and he took a lot of load off me. He used to
personally supervise the construction process. His help
was unforgettable. The amazing thing was, every week,
the Hundi collection amounted to exactly the payments
needed to be made to the contractors. Not a paisa more!
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For some reason, if the construction work stopped, there
would be no collections in the Hundi. Whenever the
activities were resumed, the collections also commenced.
| used to plead with the contractors and vendors to agree
to cut from their profits a bit as they were doing God’s
work. After the completion of the pillar work, the
contractors gave an estimate of Rs.40-50,000 for fixing
the doors. We did not have the required funds. My wife
came to know of it. The next day marked the completion
of her 60 years. | asked her as to what gift I could give
her. She asked me to write a cheque for Rs.1 lakh. When
| gave it to her, she placed it at the feet of Sri Bhagavan,
and asked me to use the money for carrying out the
Kendram work. We used the money to get quality doors
fabricated and fixed.

The contractor for flooring asked for Rs.53 per sg. foot.
| made a trip to the stone quarry, and bargained for Rs.18
per square foot that included sand, gravel, cement and
labour. Devotees who were observing me asked why |
bargained so much. To which I always replied that the
money belonged to Sri Bhagavan and we could not afford
to waste it. Further, if we could save some money, it
would come in handy for some other purpose. They felt
that if we did not pay the workers well, they would not
do a good job. They used to keep quiet after listening to
my answer. When the Kendram building was under
construction, some of the elderly devotees, whom | used
to meet, were in the last phase of their lives. They used
to say, “Rama Rao garu! We are not in a position to

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL 41, ISSUE-2 41 HYDERABAD, FEBRUARY-2021



participate in the service you are rendering. But we desire
that we should be able to contribute atleast one brick for
Sri Ramana Kendram”, and leave some money in my
hands. Thus, | consider the money that was utilized for
the construction of Sri Ramana Kendram was sacred.
Many devotees made contributions in the Hundi for this
sacred cause independent of the views and attitude of their
family members. This made me more determined that we
should use the money with extreme care.

After some time, the first floor was also completed. We
had the idol of Lord Dakshinamurthi sculpted by the
stapathi recommended by the President of Sri
Ramanasramam. We needed Rs. 25,000 to get the idol
made. A devotee who came to know of it left the amount
in the hundi with a slip attached. He wrote in the slip
that if additional funds were needed, the requirement could
be indicated in the next satsang meeting. The devotee
remains anonymous till date. After the idol arrived, we
needed Rs. 5000 to construct a marble platform to place
it on. The money was not available then. I went home for
lunch wondering how to mobilize that money. When |
returned to the Kendram, | saw a boy waiting on a cycle
with one foot on the ground. | thought that he might be
somebody who came to collect some dues for the work
done. When asked whether he was waiting for some
payment, he said, “No, Sir! My boss wanted me to hand
over this money to you”, and went away after handing over
Rs.5000. I never saw that boy again. I do not know who
sent the money. There were several such incidents.
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Whether they are to be considered miracles or just
coincidences, the readers may decide. It became more and
more clear to me that | was just an instrument in the hands
of Sri Bhagavan and it is he who is doing everything.

The labourers engaged for the work worked well,
initially. However,after some time they started pestering
for increased wages. | took the stand that | would pay only
at the rate originally agreed to. There used to be some
mental disturbance on such occasions. One day, | stood
before the photograph of Sri Bhagavan and told Him, “I
am an instrument in your hands. 1 will go to the site. |
will have the work done if the labourers report for work.
Otherwise, | will come back”! Having surrendered to Sri
Bhagavan’s will thus, | went to the building site. From
that day onwards, there was no problem of any kind.

| realized that instant that till then | strongly believed
that | was the doer, and therefore faced many obstacles.
As long as | felt that | was the doer, | could not see the
hand of Sri Bhagavan. The mind failed to come up with
the right solution to problems. When | sought refuge at
the feet of Sri Bhagavan, things became very smooth. As
long as the I feeling exists, Sri Bhagavan leaves us the
responsibility to complete the tasks. The moment we leave
the burden to him, things get done automatically.

There used to be a big pit in the rear part of the plot of
Sri Ramana Kendram. The contractor gave an estimate
of Rs.15,000/- to fill it up. Around the same time, about
50 labourers gathered opposite the Kendram plot with
their tools like crowbars and spades waiting for their
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supervisor to come. But that day, the person who was to
take them to the work spot did not turn up. They had no
work that day. | went to them, and requested them to fill
up the pit. They were too happy to take up the work. If
this work had not come their way, maybe they would have
starved that day. | gave them Rs. 5000/- as their wages.
They expressed their heartfelt gratitude for having made
food available to them that day. | was grateful to them that
the work had been completed at such reduced cost. The
surprising thing was that the next day when | went to the
spot, | learnt that they had all gone to a new place for
work. | never saw them again. That was how | could
see the hand of Sri Bhagavan at every step. The lesson
to be learnt is we need to leave the burden to Sri
Bhagavan. Everything will go on smoothly.

In another context, there was a proposal to allot the land
opposite the Kendram for the construction of a school. |
met the Tahsildar and made a request that the land
opposite a spiritual Centre like Sri Ramana Kendram
should not be allotted to a school as children are likely to
defile the area by using it as a urinal. Fortunately, the
proposal was dropped, and an alternate plot was allotted
for the school.

We encountered another major problem. The area
which provides the approach road to the Kendram was
allotted to the BSNL authorities. They started construction
work. Digging started for the foundation, and they erected
a gate as well. This meant that the main approach road to
the Kendram would be closed, and devotees would have
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to make a circuitous trip to enter the Kendram building.
That same evening, Sri Keshava Reddy and 1, along with
a few other devotees, met the Finance Secretary, Sri
Ramesh and appealed to him to halt the BSNL work. He
advised that we should somehow arrange to stop the
foundation work as it would take him time to issue suitable
orders. Sri Keshava Reddy mobilized some police
personnel, and managed to stall the foundation work.
Devotees conducted parayanas the whole night to prevent
the construction. Sri Banwar Lal was the Collector who
gave permission for the BSNL construction work. We
went to meet him in his office at midnight. We explained
to him that there was a kutcha road leading to the Kendram
site. He was surprised to learn about this and said that he
was informed that it was a vacant land. He called the
Jt.Collector, Sri MukteswaraRao who was also present
there and asked him to personally inspect the site the next
day and submit a report to him. We were amazed to see
them working at such late hours. Had we not stopped the
construction work that night, there was nothing that we
could have done later.

Sri Mukteswara Rao made his inspection the next
morning, and found out that there was a kutcha Road. The
inspection report was submitted accordingly. We met the
CGM BSNL, later and explained the situation. He said
that he was also a devotee of Sri Bhagavan, and had he
known about the position, he would not have allowed the
work. Thus the Government on one side and the BSNL
on the other side vacated the site. It was a miracle.
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Nobody thought that we could stop the work. Everybody
thought it would be impossible. What else is it if not a
miracle?

As mentioned already, the approach road to the
Kendram from the main road was a kutcha road and was
strewn with boulders and stones. Devotees were
experiencing difficulty in walking to the Kendram.When
we met Sri Krishna Yadav, who was a MLA, then, said,
“I do not know much about Sri Bhagavan, but I’ve heard
about him. 1 will get the road laid from the funds under
my Ministry”. He released the funds, and had the road
was laid. Even now, one can see a triangular piece of land
opposite to the Kendram. It is a little off to the approach
road.They covered it also while laying the road. The
Engineer who supervised the road laying work also
constructed two small parapets on hearing that the work
belonged to a spiritual organization. If we had to do it, it
would have cost us in excess of Rs.1 lakh. He said, “All
of you are taking part in holy work. This is within my
powers. Let me do this”.

When the construction of our Kendram building had
been completed, we had to get it painted. Had we entrusted
it to a contractor, it would have cost us more than Rs.1
lakh. Since | was able to personally oversee the work after
purchasing the material, we were able to finish the work
within Rs.70-80,000. When this work was going on, |
received a message from my village in Avanigadda.
Somebody called my wife from the village and enquired if
we had sold off our house. We were told that somebody
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occupied our 100 year old ancestral house and destroyed
the roof. We knew that the people who resorted to it were
very violent people. | was busy with the painting work and
was spending most of my time with the labourers in the
Kendram building. Problem was that if nobody was there
to supervise, the workers would not do a proper job.
Further, if they needed anything, somebody needed to be
present to make it available.

My wife tried to call up somebody in the village, but
she was not getting any response. | wanted to go there
personally, but my wife flatly refused, knowing how violent
the people who perpetrated the offence were. Not knowing
what to do, she went to Sri Bhagavan, and made a
complaining prayer: “Bhagavan! You are getting your
house painted, but you are not bothered about our house”.
It will be very difficult to believe what happened. The very
next morning two people came, handed over a DD valued
at the market rate of our house there and said, “Sir, our
boss wanted us to hand this over to you”. They left without
asking for a receipt for the DD or even asking us when |
would come and register the property. When | was
reconciled that I might not got a paisa for a property which
was worth a few lakhs of rupees, receiving money at full
market value, was considered by me as nothing short of a
miracle, and as Sri Bhagavan’s response to my wife’s
prayer. The people who occupied the house were all
powerful. What did we have — excepting Sri Bhagavan!
Where can we go, except to Sri Bhagavan!
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We experienced a similar miracle in respect to our
grandson. He got admission into one of the best
Universities in USA!  Students numbering around 40,000
from all over the world competed for admission for 1500
seats in that university. The student aspiring for a seat in
the university should get A grade consistently in the
preceding four years of his educational career. Further, the
annual fees for the student in the university worked out
to around one hundred thousand dollars. While financial
aid was extended by the university for poor students, it
was not available to students coming from families of a
certain economic status — to which my son belonged. My
son was employed in a corporate company there. He has
two children. The cost of education for both children
would amount to a very large sum. My son and daughter-
in-law were anxious on this account. When my son was
talking to his mother, he mentioned the situation. After
listening to him, the next day, my wife after her meditation,
appealed to Sri Bhagavan for his grace. Whenever she
prayed for help for others, it was certainly received! There
are several such instances. Exactly a month after she
prayed for Sri Bhagavan’s intervention in respect to the
education of her grandson, the management of the
company where my son was working increased his salary
as a reward for the business he brought for the company.
The increment was to be paid every year. At the same time
our daughter-in-law also received a promotion in her place

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,41, ISSUE-2 48 HYDERABAD, FEBRUARY-2021



of work along with monetary benefits. They received help
in excess of what was needed, by Sri Bhagavan’s Grace.

I will conclude by writing about the abundant grace of
Sri Bhagavan that was manifested in a visit that | organized
for Swami Ramanananda Saraswati (former President of
Sri Ramanasramam - Sri T.N Venkataraman), President of
Sri Ramanasramam, Sri Sundara Ramanan and his wife,
to the sacred abode of Lord Siva- Srisailam. When they
visited Hyderabad once, they stayed with us in our house.
One day during the visit, the wife of the president
expressed a desire to visit Srisailam. | approached the
Endowment Department and obtained permission for
special Darshan for the party. The reason was, Sri
Ramanananda Saraswati was around 85 years old. We
obviously could not take him in the queue. | managed to
get a letter of recommendation from the Minister
concerned and kept it with me. But there was no need to
use that letter. Sri Ramanaiah accompanied us on the trip.
After we reached Srisailam, we approached the Executive
Officer of the temple and mentioned about the visit of the
President and the first lady of Sri Ramanasramam. We
explained that about 300 people were provided
accommodation and hundreds of people were be given
food everyday in the Asramam and elaborated on the
sacredness of Sri Ramanasramam. | sought his help to
make the trip of the President of the Ashramam to the
temple comfortable, befitting his stature. While | was
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submitting all this to the EO, a student of Tiruttani
Engineering college who happened to be nearby explained
the greatness of Sri Bhagavan and Sri Ramanasramam to
the EO in a detailed manner. After listening to him, the
EO said, “I heard about Sri Bhagavan. Though | do not
know much about him, | understand that he is a great sage.
We have to respect and revere the visitors coming from
such an Asramam. Please give me half an hour’s time”:
He provided us accommodation that is normally given to
the President of India. After half an hour, they spread the
red carpet and invited us with temple honors and with
temple music. We were made to walk amidst the chanting
of Vedic pundits.We were amazed. All the queue lines
were stopped. It was an invitation worthy of the trustees
of Sri Bhagavan’s Asramam. | was moved to tears. Sri
Raman-ananda Saraswati, who noted all these
arrangements was greatly moved. Later, the devotees in
the queues prostrated before us. This was an unforgettable
incident in my life.

In my entire life, the days spent in Sri Ramama Kendram
have been the most precious. | have been closely associated
with the Kendram for 15 years in our spiritual journey of
25 years. | have been away from the Kendram for about
10 years now. Even if | would like to render some service
to Sri Bhagavan, it is not possible now - the body is
unwilling. | am 83 years old. Only two of us live in our
house. Sri Bhagavan is our sole protector. Otherwise, it
is not possible for us to live like this, without any anxiety
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or fear. When we have to leave the world, we can leave
with complete satisfaction. We did not have this
contentment 25 years ago. It is our firm belief that the
merit gained in our previous lives is the sole reason for
Sri Bhagavan’s presence in our lives. Spending 25 years
in the consciousness of Sri Bhagavan is not an easy thing.
It is his grace and to be blessed by him is a sacred boon
granted to us. We look forward to the arrival of the
magazine Sri Ramana Jyoti every month. Till the next issue
arrives, we read and reread the current issue, and spend
our time in his holy presence. It is our wish and hope that
we spend the last phase of our lives peacefully with our
hearts full of Sri Bhagavan.

Om Namo Bhagavate Sri Ramanaya!

Life Subscription (15 years): Rs.750/- Annual Subscription:
Rs.80/- (Cash/M.O./ D.D./Cheque only), favouring Sri Ramana
Kendram, Hyderabad. Add Rs.15/- for outstation cheques.
Donations in favour of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad are
exempt (50%) from Income Tax under Section 80G.
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Address of Sri Ramanasramam: Tiruvannamalai, Tamilnadu-606 603.
Ph.04175-237200, Office No.: 04175-236624
email: ashram@gururamana.org
For Accommodation: email: stay@gururamana.org
L Phone: 04175-237400, website: www.sriramanamaharshi.org
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