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Sri Ramana Jyothi wishes its readers
A Very Happy Prosperous New Year 2020

Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in January 2020
Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
11" January Dr.K.S. Remembrance Day - 6.00 - 7.30 p.m.
11 January (Every 2" Saturday of the month) Uma Sahasram
recitation from 12.00 noon - 5.00 p.m.
5. 12" January - Sri Bhagavan's Jayanthi Day celebrations and
Satsang 9.00 - 12.00 noon
5. 12" January - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.30 p.m.
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© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form
totally belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Tyaga alone Bestows Immortality
Dr.K. Subrahmanian (Talk 89)

We are seeking something or the other, not just from
others, but even from our own family and friends. We
expect the wife and the children and our friends to behave
in a particular way. Similarly, they expect us to behave in
a particular way. And so, there are clashes, anger,
disappointment and all these things. If there is no
expectation of any kind whatsoever, the relationship will
be extraordinary. Sometimes we tell our friends, “If you
need anything, don’t hesitate to ask me.” So long as neither
of them needs anything from the other, the friends get
along. Sometimes what happens is that one person may
need something, like say money, from the other and he is
not able to spare it. The moment he says he is not in a
position to give what was requested, we start feeling, “Oh!
This person said he would help me, but now he is refusing
to help; actually, he is not my friend.”

This disappointment is a common thing. The relationship
changes entirely when the other person says, “Sorry, |
don’t have what you are asking for.” This is because our
relationships are based on seeking. If there is no seeking
of any kind from anybody, | will have no problems. People
who may expect something from me may have problems,
but as far as | am concerned, there is no problem because
I say to myself, “ | do my duty. | am not seeking anything
more.” The moment | develop such an attitude there will
only be peace. When | realize that the Lord of the Universe
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is within me, | don’t have to go to anyone. He will guide
me.

There is this story, of a king who had in his palace a
hundred rooms. He had put a variety of all kinds of
valuable and also ordinary things - like precious stones in
one room, best vegetables in the next, jewellery in another
room, paintings and so on. Then he invited his subjects
and told them, “You can walk through the palace, and
whatever you like from any room you can take it and go
out. But once you choose something, you can’t proceed
further.” It was tricky, because everyone ended up thinking
that there maybe better or maybe less valuable things in
the other rooms. The act of choosing was difficult. The
king himself was sitting in the hundredth room and
watching.

A woman who heard about this went there, but she
never worried about what she saw. She walked through
all the rooms without looking here or there and went
straight to the king. She had not taken anything. The king
asked her, “l am surprised that you have not bothered to
take anything!” The woman said to the king, “ You said |
could take anything from any one of the hundred rooms.
| want you; you are in the hundredth room!” And the king
said, “Look! there are so many wonderful things, pick
anything from any room.” And she said, “The condition
was that | could take anything from any one of the hundred
rooms. You are here in the hundredth room and | want
you. If | take anything from the other 99 rooms, | will have
only those things, but if | take you, I will have everything!”
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Of course, the story goes that the king was very impressed
with her and married her. What is the moral of this story?

Bhagavan says, we are interested in small things. We
pray to God for promotion, for good health and so on.
He says it is extraordinary because even after so many
years of experience, we feel that we have to ask Him for
something. He is prepared to give us something which
nobody else can give. Suppose we pray and get a billion
dollars, we are happy initially, but later we will pray to God
for a bank which will not go bankrupt! Or we will pray
for guidance in buying shares in sound companies and so
on. This is endless. Others may think that we have all
the money in this world, but they do not know that we
have problems also. Bhagavan used to say, “Don’t ask for
anything, but merely think of Him. Even to think of Him
we must have His Grace. Do your work to the best of your
ability thinking that you are an instrument in His hands.
He will assign what He should. What is more- this is the
most extraordinary thing- He knows what is best for you.”

Who is the greatest person in this world? It is not an
Emperor or a scholar. A real Emperor is one who has no
desire whatsoever. We may have so many things, and yet
may desire this and that. And that is why when you go
round the Arunachala hill, you must not ask for anything
because you may get what you want and it may not be
good for you. He knows what you need, and He will give
what is best for you. He will give you the state where you
will not seek anything. A person who does not seek
anything is a real Emperor. We worship great souls like
Buddha, Bhagavan or Sri Ramakrishna, who gave up
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everything. There must be thousands and thousands of
scholars, but we do not remember them. We remember
those people who are noted for their tyaga or
renunciation. They renounced all desires, except the desire
for God. Bhagavan says, “The moment you have this
extraordinary desire for God, God is so gracious that He
makes you into God.”

At the age of 17, Venkataraman left Madurai for
Tiruvannamalai seeking nothing, but the Lord willed it that
he should be called Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi. Same
thing with Saint Ramakrishna and Shankara
Bhagavadpada. If you give up everything, and seek Him
and Him alone, through His Grace, He makes you one
with Him. When someone asked Bhagavan whether he
should become a sanyasi he said, “No, do your work. But
when you do your work, remember that you are made to
work by a higher power. Do what you have to do to the
best of your ability.” This is impossible unless you have
His Grace. Kartu-ragnyaya praptyate phalam — the fruits
of action are given to us by Him. If we have this kind of
attitude, through His Grace, then there can only be
Amrutatvam. That amrutatvam is the complete absence of
ego and is the result of tyaga of all desires, of the ego, of
the sense of individuality. Tyagenaike amrutatvam-
aanasuh says the popular Veda mantram, which begins
with Na Karmana...

Make me a captive Lord, then I shall be free, Force
me to render up my sword, then | shall a conqueror be,
my will is not my own, until it be made thine..
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Make me a captive Lord, then I shall be free - this is
the paradox in spiritual sadhana. Freedom is gained not
by asserting my individuality but by surrendering myself
totally to Him.

Force me to render up my sword, then I shall a
conqueror be- we all want to be a conqueror and in order
to control others, we feel we must have a sword (or a gun).
But this devotee says, “I will be a real conqueror if | throw
away my sword, knowing that it is all done by you and
not me.”

My will is not my own, until it be made thine, - O
Lord see to it that | don’t have a will of my own. See to
it that | accept Your will as my will. 1 will do everything
to the best of my ability, let me do it by surrendering the
fruits of action unto You. Let me learn to accept everything
as Your Will.

We all think that ‘will power’ means something that we
want to do. That is not will power. Everyone wants to
do this or that. Sometimes we succeed and sometimes we
fail. Bhagavan says that real ‘will power’ is that which
enables us to accept success and failure in the same way.
This will be obtained by accepting everything that happens
as His Will. If I do my work thinking that it is being done
by a higher power, there won’t be any fear or desire
whatsoever. Lack of fear is an indication of spiritual
progress . It does not mean that you will go about being
arrogant, criticizing other people. No, you will do what
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you have to do, but you won’t be afraid of what might
happen. Others may criticize you or even attack you, but
there won’t be any fear of any kind whatsoever. What we
need is this abhaya or fearlessness. No human being can
give us fearlessness. Bodyguards may protect us physically,
but psychological fear, which is far more damaging, will
go only though His Grace.

The Veda mantra that | quoted earlier goes on to say :

TAM &5 W [AAHRRAT JS<RAGUINRITH |

JIdIR] ¥R HIwhl del=l 9 gfdfted: |

TR UG T R F Te=a?: I

‘ tatraapi dahram gaganam vishokas tasmin yadantas-

tadupaasitavyam

Yo vedaadausvarah proktho vedaante cha prathishtitah

tasya prakriti leenasya yah parah sa Maheswarah

You will realize that Maheshwara ultimately is within
yourself. Once you experience Him within you, there will
only be supreme joy. Immortality or amrutatva, is given
to you through your renunciation of the ego, the sense of
individuality . Once we give up ego, we will experience
this state within us. This is what the sages and saints have
experienced, through tyaga of their sense of individuality.

**k%x
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Write It, Don’t Just Read It!”
Vimal Balasubrahmanyan

(Mrs.Balasubrahmanyan has been a regular contributor
to Sri Ramana Jyothi. In 2016 her articles under the title,
“Walking With Sri Bhagavan in the Company of His
Devotees™ had appeared. After being an active member
of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad, she is presently
settled in Ahmedabad.)

Did you know that writing out a spiritual text is as good
as reading it ten times? Here’s what Bhagavan once said
to Annamalai Swami.

“If you want moksha, copy this book (Ellam Ondre) into
your notebook. Then study it and live according to its
precepts.”

Those were the days when buildings were coming up
in the ashram and Annamalai Swami was fully occupied
with the masonry work assigned to him by Bhagavan.
Already under a heavy load, Annamalai Swami was not at
all keen to take on one more task. Besides, having had very
little schooling, writing out an entire text was too daunting
a task for him. So, he said that if someone else would do
the copying, he would read and study the teaching.But
Bhagavan insisted.

“l asked you to write it yourself because if you do it
this way it will get impressed on your mind. If you write
it once, it is the equivalent of reading it ten times. Write
a little every day. There is no hurry. Even if it takes a
month, you should do it yourself.””(Living by the Words
of Bhagavan, ed. David Godman)
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There’s another such instance.

Subbalakshmi Amma was one of the women who helped
in the kitchen during the days when Bhagavan was actively
engaged in cooking the ashram meals. The work was heavy
and Subbalakshmi Amma often hankered to return home
and just meditate. But whenever she got ready to leave
Bhagavan would give her some task that would make her
stay in his presence.

On one such occasion just when she wanted to leave,
Bhagavan said:”’Here is Arunachala Ashtakam in Telugu.
A copy of it is needed.”” (This devotee was from Nellore
in present day Andhra Pradesh.)

Like Annamalai Swami she too was reluctant. “I was
only semi-literate and the kitchen work gave me very little
leisure. | knew it would take me weeks to make a copy,
and more time to have all the mistakes corrected. On top
of this Bhagavan then said he wanted me to study it and
learn its meaning. So, when the copying was over, | took
lessons on its contents and finally learnt the whole poem
by-heart. All this took several months. (The Power of the
Presence-\Vol 3, by David Godman). Why did Bhagavan
give this writing sadhana to these two devotees? After all,
he always said that the “Who-Am-1?” practice of vichara
was the one direct path to be followed. But he
also acknowledged that only a strong, focused mind had
the power to turn within and dovichara. Most devotees
need some practices to strengthen the mind and gather its
energies. To achieve this, he guided earnest sadhakas to
do those practices that best suited their needs and
temperament.
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The copying out of a spiritual text is only one among
many such examples strewn through the narratives of the
early devotees who associated closely with Bhagavan.

Both Annamalai Swami and Subbalakshmi Amma had
to put in tremendous effort to carry out Bhagavan’s
instruction. It would have required their total attention and
must have surely led them towards the one-pointedness
needed to enter Bhagavan’s vichara path.

By studying, and trying out some of the spiritual
disciplines that Bhagavan suggested to different
devotees, we, on our part, can find methods to help us in
our own journey.

Annapurna
Manaswini Sridhar

(Finding the good qualities of people and acknowled-
ging them spontaneously is one of the Bhagavan like
qualities in Dr. KS. His appreciation and praise for good
work done by others sends the recipients into cloud nine.
His concern for people and insistence on feeding the less
privileged ones first reminds us of Sri Bhagavan once
again. These attributes of Dr. KS are highlighted by his
daughter, Smt. Manaswini, in this delightful article.—Ed)

It has been the Indian way of life to revere food; Hindus
consider food to be the form of the divine mother,
Annapurna. Our great saints and sages have been frugal
with food, acknowledging it as a blessing, something to
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be cherished. Different religions offer their gratitude
towards God or a higher power for placing food on the
table. In some families, Grace is said before eating; in other
families, the pariseshanam is performed as an act of
thanksgiving to the Goddess; different faiths have their own
way of thanking the Almighty for the food that is served
at that meal.

Appa listened to friends as they said Grace; he did do
the pariseshanam for a very long time, but more
importantly, he never complained about the food that was
placed on the table at home. There was never a comment
about the food being too bland or salty or spicy. He would,
on very rare occasions, say, “The rest of you may need a
little more salt in the food.” I have never seen him add
more salt or sugar to the food or the coffee that was served
to him.

What he also used to say is that it is not at all an easy
job to whip up two or three meals a day, day in and day
out, all year round. He would therefore say that the first
thing one has to do after sitting down at the table is to
thank the person who has cooked the food, and to later
on appreciate the meal. Appa used to say that this is a
convention followed in some countries of the world, and
he felt that people should adopt this convention because
it is a way of showing how much you value food and also
the person making the food.

Appa delighted in food that was piping hot, and always
felt that one was blessed to be served such food by a
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member of the family. While my mother was making rotis,
he would breeze into the kitchen, take one and divide it
equally to distribute it among the members of the
immediate family and sometimes even other relatives
present. He relished doing this both for himself and for
others. If someone declined, he would remark how blessed
they were to be eating such delicious hot rotis. If they were
his nephews or nieces, he would add, “Many months from
now, you may think of this scene and ask yourself, ‘Why
did I decline the delicious roti? I should have taken it when
mama offered it to me!”” Needless to say, the other party
would surrender and pop the piece into his or her mouth.

Appa loved sweets, and so my mother and grandmother
were constantly making sweets. If he was at home, and
mysore pak was being made, he would hover around the
kitchen; the second the contents were poured into the plate
and had set and been cut, he would eat one even as it was
scalding hot and would say how good it tasted. He would
of course offer it to those around him.

On pooja days, my grandmother, like all others, would
say that the offering had to be first made to God once the
pooja was over. No one ever contradicted this rule unless
there was a child at home who perhaps would look
longingly at the sweets or ask when the sweet could be
eaten. Appa would then pick up a sweet and give it to the
amazed and delighted child, informing the ladies of the
house, “Offer the sweet to the God that is before you. Why
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are you making this God miserable while you offer it to
the stone idol?” He would beam happily as the child ate
the sweet in a contented manner. When there were mild
protests at home, they would be squashed with, “Didn’t
Muthukrishna Bhagavatar’s wife give Bhagavan all the
sweets before she offered them to Krishna that day? Don’t
you think that is a blessing? These little ones that you see
are the visible Gods. So don’t make them pine for the
offering!”

He would also chuckle adding, “If the Lord really
received and ate all the food that you offered him, | am
sure every one of us will offer the food, not in large vessels,
but in small katoris so that we get a portion of the food
for ourselves!”

When prasadam was given anywhere, he would accept
it with reverence, all the time insisting that it should be
shared. Prasadam is meant not to fill the stomach, he
would say; it is to be savoured as the blessing of God.

The prasadam at home always had to be given to the
maid first. Appa would say that it is important to feed those
who do not have food; we normally feed those who are
well-fed! My mother used to buy bananas for the Friday
satsang from the fruit seller who would come in the
morning. The minute she stepped into the house with the
bananas, appa would immediately go to her, take two from
the bunch and tell my mother, “Give the bananas to the
maid now.”
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A cousin of mine once remarked that he envied the maid
of the house. She was the first one to have hot dosas or
idlis along with piping hot tea for breakfast. He said that
most family members themselves did not have this
privilege. Appa laughed heartily at this observation.

A little towards the end of his life, appa decided that he
would mix all the food in his plate and eat it...so he would
mix the kootu, the rasam and the curry and gulp it down.
When someone in the family commented that it would be
tasteless, he said that the taste of the tongue must be
curbed. The countless sips of coffee that he loved no longer
gave him any pleasure. In fact, he said that even the first
cup of coffee in the morning seemed an ordeal. He has
often talked about fasting and how it is not the tongue but
the mind that should fast. He would constantly say that if
the mind craves for food while fasting, it is not real fasting.

More importantly, he would say that we should always
be in the best frame of mind while eating...it is good for
the other members of the family and for oneself because
there is an atmosphere of tranquility while eating, thereby
helping the process of digestion. Mealtimes are meant to
be enjoyed by the family. On the importance of food, he
would say, “If we didn’t have a stomach, we wouldn’t
bother to earn money.”

* % %
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LEST WE FORGET
Sri Mahipatram Dave
G.V. Rajeswara Rao

[Sri Mahipatram Dave, born in 1915 at Mahaboob-
nagar, Andhra Pradesh, was a teacher at the Gujarati
School, Secunderabad. He was a great devotee of Sri
Bhagavan and was closely associated with the devotees
of Sri Ramana Kendram,Hyderabad. G.V.Rajeswara
Rao, one of the founding members of the Kendram,
Hyderabad, who knew Dave closely, wrote about Sri
Dave as under — Ed]

Having a religious bent of mind from the very beginning,
when Dave read ‘Who am 1?” in 1939, he concluded that
Sri Ramana was his guru. He longed to have His darshan.
The opportunity came only in 1943, when the father of one
of Dave’s students requested him to take his son on some
sort of a tour to broaden his horizon. The father agreed
that the journey could be to Tiruvannamalai. Sri Bhagavan
thus provided him the badly needed money, which came in
the way of his undertaking the journey earlier.

When Dave went to the hall and sat before Sri Bhagavan,
all questions he wanted to ask were answered in silence.
Suddenly, he felt as if someone was twisting the right side
of his heart. There were no more questions, no more doubts;
it was only bliss — he surrendered himself to Sri Bhagavan
totally. After about a month’s stay, Sri Dave returned home
happily having realized his cherished desire. After this, Sri
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Dave could manage to visit the Ashram every six months
or so despite his slender resources. To allay the fears of his
parents that Sri Dave may become a sadhu by such frequent
visits, he started taking his wife with him.

Sri Dave started the Ramana Meditation Centre which
came to be known as Ramana Bhakta Mandali. This was
the first Ramana group in Hyderabad. Numerous devotees,
including Dr.K.Subrahmanian, Prof. Sista Subba Rao and
Prof. Shiva Mohan Lal participated in the satsangs, which
were held on Thursday evenings at Sri Dave’s house. The
Mandali also brought out a publication Ramanasthuthi in
1956.

Sri Dave used to mention many incidents of Sri
Bhagavan’s grace manifested for him:

Sri Dave’s mother was prone to arthritis. He asked her
to apply with faith the ash which fell from the burning of
incense sticks placed before Sri Bhagavan’s portrait. She
did so and got rid of her disease. Having developed faith in
Sri Bhagavan, she went to the Ashram with her son in 1945.
After being introduced to Sri Bhagavan by Sri Dave, she
sat in the hall. She very much wanted to ask Sri Bhagavan
to better their financial position and improve Sri Dave’s
health, which was always poor. But once she sat before
Bhagavan, she forgot everything and realized that things
happened according to one’s prarabdha.

Being a great devotee of Lord Krishna, she prayed to Sri
Bhagavan to bless her with His darshan. Suddenly she found
the people and Sri Bhagavan disappearing before her eyes
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in the hall and Sri Krishna appearing with His resplendent
face. She was thrilled. Next day she prayed for darshan of
Sri Rama and goddess Lakshmi both of whom appeared
before her in all their splendour, and after a while merged
into a round ball of light, which got set in her heart. She
was overjoyed and became an ardent devotee of Sri
Bhagavan.

Sri Dave and Prof. Shiva Mohan Lal wanted to go to the
Ashram for the Golden Jubilee Celebrations in September
1946. They got held up at Vellore due to a bus strike. The
function was scheduled for the next day, and fifty miles
were to be covered. When Prof. Lal proposed to walk the
distance, Sri Dave asked, “What about the luggage?” A
little later, a military truck came to the lodge where they
were staying (from where, nobody knows) and took them
to the outskirts of Tiruvannamalai. They could reach the
Ashram in time for the Celebrations.

Sri Dave’s father had no faith in Sri Bhagavan. Sri Dave’s
prayers were heard when due to the Razakar oppression,
the Hindus were fleeing Hyderabad. The family decided to
shift to Tiruvannamalai. Two months’ stay at the Ashram
made Sri Dave’s father a devotee of Sri Bhagavan.

In 1946, when the Gujarathi School management,
Secunderabad (where Dave taught), got sore on his being
on leave too often, he resigned. Immediately thereafter he
got an offer from a printing press in Secunderabad to work
as manager, the new management agreeing to all his
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conditions. The Gujarathi translation of the ‘Upadesa
Saaram’ was printed in this press.

Once, when Sri Dave was having his meals at the
Ashram’s dining hall, Sri Bhagavan asked the server to give
him some groundnut preparation saying that it was good
for his health. But relying on his medical knowledge that
groundnuts were not good for asthmatic patients like him,
he took only a little of what was served to him and passed
on the rest to his wife. He always regretted that had he
eaten the preparation fully, he would have got cured of his
asthma.

Sri Dave remembers the day he gave a helping hand to
Sri Bhagavan when he was about to fall near the old guest
house. Sri Bhagavan said, “Leave it.” When he asked the
attendants as to why they did not help him, they replied
that they have been forbidden. Sri Dave recalled that though
Sri Bhagavan’s body was constantly exposed to sun and
weather, it was very soft and tender.

Sri Dave got an accountant’s job with the Saurashtra
government in 1947. In 1949, when he heard of Bhagavan’s
illness he wanted to go to Tiruvannamalai. When the
superior officer refused leave, he went on a fast and got 15
days leave. He went to the Ashram in September 1949.
Later on, he resigned his job and was there till Bhagavan’s
mahanirvana. On the fateful April 14, 1950, he and his
wife were reciting ‘Aksharamanamalai’ and bhajans
throughout the night.
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Sri Dave had bought a piece of land in Tiruvannamalai to
stay near the Ashram. As he could not stay there after Sri
Bhagavan’s mahanirvana, the site was given by him to Sri
Natesan, who had served as Sri Bhagavan’s barber for 22
years.

Dave used to say: “Bhagavan was not a person who
knew Brahman. Where is the knower and where is the
known? He was Brahman Himself.”

Sri A.\V.Ramanayya, a senior devotee of Sri Ramana
Kendram adds:

Sri Dave’s health was always very delicate. There was
always a stock of one or two oxygen cylinders in his house
for meeting emergency situations because of his asthmatic
condition. Despite his poor health, he never discontinued
the Thursday satsang meetings. Even though his financial
condition was very poor, he used to offer Auto fares to the
devotees who attended the satsangs at his residence.

Despite his precarious financial condition, his detachment
to money and large heartedness were such that he chose to
gift away his plots of land at Tiruvannamalai to Sri Natesan
and to Sri Ramanasramam.

Sri Dave had no children. When he expressed his
misfortune of not having children and his anxiety about
future as to who would take care of him and his wife in
their old age, Sri Bhagavan is reported to have asked him
not to worry and that some devotee would take care of him
and his wife. It came to pass exactly like that.
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Sri P.Mohan Rao, a senior devotee of Sri Ramana
Kendram took care of Mr and Mrs Dave in an exemplary
fashion like a dutiful son would take care of his parents.
The entire family of Sri Mohan Rao showered their love,
care and respect to this venerable couple. They were
accommodated in their newly constructed bungalow and
every need of theirs was taken care of. When Sri Dave had
taken ill, he was admitted into NIMS by Sri Mohan Rao.
Sri Ramanayya and Sri Ramakishan regularly visited him in
the hospital and used to carry fruits to him offered by Sri
Rajeswara Rao. After he left the body, Sri Mohan Rao took
care of his wife and escorted her to her relatives’ place in
Bombay.

Sri Mohan Rao and his family are truly blessed to have
served such a great devotee as Sri Dave.

Kavyakantha’s Sri Ramana Chatvarimsat
V.Krithivasan

Verse 11

RS gdeld IR Adad dfteddbel oy |

RERF TRd gIiRen RiRgdre [HHasTEdd |

Paradesineva Dhavalena Vaasasah Shakalena Veshtitha

Katee Vishobhina

Vara desikena naravesha dhariNaa Shikhi-vaahanena

gurumajjagat bhaveth

Word Meaning : Paradesineva : Like a paradesi, a
wandering mendicant; Dhavalena :white Shakalena :
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piece, fragment ; Veshtitha Katee : wrapped around the
loin ; Vaasasah : wearing; Vara desikena : Extraordinary
teacher; naravesha dhariNaa : In the guise of a human
being; Shikhi-vaahanena : having peacock as His mount;
gurumajjagatbhaveth: will become Guru for our whole
world ;

Verse Meaning: Lord Subrahmanya, whose vaahanam
or mount is peacock, has appeared in the guise of a human
being, wearing a piece of white cloth wrapped around his
loins, in the manner of a paradesi or a wandering
mendicant. This world will find in him, an excellent spiritual
guide.

The literal meaning of paradesi is someone who has
come from another land, a stranger. In Tamil, it is used in
a derogatory sense, meaning a freeloader, at times. There
is this interesting incident that took place on a Jayanthi
day. Tiruvannamalai has always had a reputation for being
an abode for a large number of mendicants stationing
themselves all around the hill, asking for alms. Knowing
that on special occasions the Ashram serves food to
everyone who turns up there, a huge crowd of sadhus had
gathered during the lunch time. Sarvadhikari found it very
dificult to regulate the crowd and out of frustration seems
to have shouted, “All paradesis will have to wait till the
regular visitors are served. Go back now!” Bhagavan, who
was about to enter the make-shift dining place which is
put up on such occasions, quickly withdrew on hearing this
announcement. When everybody had assembled for lunch,
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they found Bhagavan missing, to their dismay. Sarvadhikari
tried to locate Bhagavan desperately but Bhagavan was not
to be found in any of the usual places. Finally, someone
found him amidst the thronging crowd of mendicants, near
Palakkothu. Surprised to see him there, this person said
to him, “ Bhagavan ! All are waiting for you in the dining
hall. Please join us.” It seems Bhagavan replied, “ | heard
the announcement that paradesis will have to wait. That
is why | joined these people.” After a pause, he added,
“Am | not the first among the paradesis ?” Bhagavan
would always identify himself with the poor and the
helpless, but in this instance, his remark can be interpreted
in more than one sense. Taking the literal meaning of
paradesi, one can think that he is referring to the fact that
leaving his own land, the Pandya Desam, he arrived at
Tiruvannamalai many decades back. At a deeper level, it
could mean that he is a stranger to this world of mortals;
his native land is the land of the immortals. This meaning
would perfectly fit in with the sense of this verse which
says, “Taking the naravesham, this avatar of Skanda has
come down to redeem the earthlings.”

In looks also, Bhagavan resembled the humblest of
sadhus, of paradesis; just a piece of loincloth as dress,
and that too worn as a concession to our sensibilites. Lord
Subrahmanya in the famous temple of Palani in Tamil Nadu
gives darshan in a loin cloth; this happens to be the most
celebrated aspect of alankaram (decoration) of this deity.
Vallimalai Sachidananda Swami had an extraordinary
experience when he visited Bhagavan. In the course of a
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pilgrimage that the Swami had undertaken to various
temples, he came to Tiruvannamalai on the day of the
Thiruvadirai festival. In his own words: “I joined the small
group of people who were waiting to have darshan of Sri
Ramana, in front of the Virupaksha Cave. In a few minutes,
the Maharshi came out of the cave and stood at the
entrance. His appearance, clad in the loincloth and leaning
on a cane, made me feel that Lord Muruga of Palani was
Himself standing before me. | was thrilled to the core.
Speechless, | just sat there and gazed at him.”

Kavyakantha ends the verse by saying emphatically that
Bhagavan Ramana is set on a course to be revered as a
Jagadguru. This verse was composed many years before
devotees from all over the world started visiting the
Ashram. His prediction has indeed come to pass.
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exempt (50%) from Income Tax under Section 80G.
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