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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in July 2020
Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
5" July - Guru Purnima
11" July (Every 2" Saturday of the month) Uma Sahasram
recitation from 12.00 noon - 5.00 p.m.
3. 20" July - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.00 p.m.
(Devotees may please note that due to Social distancing, satsangs
are being held online. For details please contact Kendram Office)
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© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Guru Vachanam
(Talk 134B)
Dr.K.Subrahmanian

The original version of Prasnottara Ratna Malika is in
Sanskrit. The book is in the form of questions and
answers; the sishya asks, and the guru replies. The first
question is: Kim upadeyam? What is it that should be
taken? What is it that should not be rejected? The answer
is: Guruvachanam or the words of the guru.

Shankara says what you should accept unhesitatingly is
what your guru says. You may not understand the
significance of all that your guru says, but you must accept
it; for what he says, is in your interest. Your guru has no
personal interest. Out of compassion for you, he says many
things; so, don’t ignore what the guru says. Guru vachana
is important.

You must realize that the guru is more interested in you
than your own mother. Your mother is interested in your
physical development; she gives you good food so that you
stay healthy. A guru, however, is interested in your spiritual
health - whether you have a good mind or not. He is
responsible for your being good. He sees to it that you
have viragya and jnana: jnana vairagya sidhyartham
bhiksham dehi cha Parvati. When you have jnana, you
don’t need anything else. When you have vairagya, you
remain detached, you don’t seek anything.

Praying to Annapurni in Kashi, Shankara says: “I have
come to beg from you. | have come for bhiksha. Give me,
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not ordinary food, but jnana and vairagya. This is the
bhiksha I ask for.”

All of us are restless because we want something or the
other. If we accept things as they come, then there won’t
be restlessness. If | am satisfied with what | have, and
understand that what | have is the result of the grace of
God, and if there is no seeking of any kind, whatsoever,
then I will be the happiest man. The happiest man is not
the King or the Prime Minister. The happiest man is one
who is satisfied with what he has. Even someone who has
crores becomes restless if he is interested in getting more.
He is not happy. If you are happy with what you have, then
you are happier and richer than any king. A King is
interested in so many things. He would like to conquer the
neighbouring kingdom, and so he prepares for battle. He
is worried about his success or failure. Is he happy? No,
the happiest man is the one who is content, and this is the
result of vairagya. When you have vairagya, you have
jhana.

What is vairagya? You learn to differentiate between
what is good and what is not good. But how do you know
all these things? Through the grace of the guru. Others may
think that you are stupid; but if you have the grace of the
guru, you will become the most intelligent person in no
time. Shankara had a sishya who was considered very dull.
Every day, Shankara used to begin his class for his sishyas
at a particular time. When one day, he did not start, one
of the sishyas said, “Acharaya, you have not begun. It is
time.” Shankara replied, “I am waiting for Padmapada. He
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hasn’t come. We will start after he comes.” A sishya asked,
“Why are you waiting for him? He is as good as the wall;
he is dull and stupid. Nothing will penetrate. We don’t have
to wait for him. You begin the lesson.”

Shankara, however, did not begin the lesson. He waited
for the shishya, who was not considered intelligent.
Padmapada looked after the welfare of his guru really well;
he used to wash Shankara’s clothes, cook for him, and did
a variety of things for him. Shankara felt bad that
Padmapada was being ridiculed and laughed at. If your
guru feels for you, then nothing else is important. A few
minutes later, Padmapada came running, reciting verses in
praise of his guru in the totaka metre: viduta akhila saastra
sudhaa jaladhe.

When the sishya who was considered stupid, started
reciting beautiful verse in a difficult metre on his guru, the
other disciples were taken aback. They did not expect the
dullard to compose beautiful verse. Even today, when a
Shankaracharya, be it Kanchi or Sringeri, comes to your
place, you invite him by reciting these slokas in praise of
Adi Shankara: viduta akhila saastra sudhaa jaladhe.

It is very strange that we recite these very slokas that
were composed by a sishya who was considered stupid.
We don’t hear about the other sishsyas now. The one who
was considered stupid was able to compose the slokas
because of his guru’s grace - guru kripya. Padmapada was
dedicated to Shankara, and he worshipped him. Once,
when the river was in floods, Padmapada had to cross it
to reach Shankara. His faith in his guru was such that he
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walked across the river by planting his feet on lotus
flowers, while thinking of Shankara all the time. That is
why he is called Padmapada. Padma means lotus. He put
his pada on the various lotus flowers and crossed the river.
Shankara’s grace was such that his seemingly stupid
shishya became extraordinarily brilliant.

Kim upadeyam? Guru vachanam. What the guru can
do and what he’s doing, we can never understand given
our limited mind. We think that the guru is an ordinary
human being. He is not. He has the form of the human
being, but he is pure spirit, pure consciousness. Shankara
says about the guru, “Follow him, don’t ignore him.” It
would be unfortunate if you ignored him because you don’t
understand what he can do. He is doing so much for you
even now without telling you. We should not ignore the
message of the guru because he is not interested in getting
anything from you.

Avyaaja karunaamurthi ragjnandhvaanta deepikaa

This is a sloka towards the end of Lalita
Sahasranaamam. karunamurthim: compassion. avyaaja
karunaamurthi: without any reason. Ambal is full of
compassion for you, not because you have done anything
for her; she has compassion for you without reason. | do
something good for you because you have done something
good for me. This, however, is not the attitude of the Lord.
It is the nature of the Goddess to show compassion, not
in the way you would like compassion to be shown, but
in her own way.
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Heyamapikim? What is it that | should give up? What
is it that | should not take? Akaaryam: you should not do
anything that has been forbidden or prohibited. If the
sastras say, it should not be done, don’t do it. When you
are young, you ask why you are not allowed to do certain
things. You ask questions because you think that you can
rationalize. You may say there is no such thing as God,
and that you do not believe in Him. Then, as you grow
older, you realize that there is a higher power. When do
you realize it? You realize it when you are helpless; when
you realize that you don’t have control over everything.

Man realizes that even though he may have all the
gadgets, he doesn’t have any control over them. Till
recently, people thought that they could control nature.
They destroyed the forest and cut down trees to make
paper. Suddenly, after many years, people realized that they
did not have enough rain, and wondered why it was so.
Now they know it is because of the cutting down of the
trees. They now feel trees should not be cut down, and
the environment is not to be polluted. Now a lot of money
is being spent on environmental cleanliness.

Nature is hitting back. We thought we had conquered
nature; now, we realize, we know very little about nature
and that we should attempt to live in harmony with her.
We cannot afford to ignore her. When we look at the small
ant moving in the garden, we can kill it, but can we create
it? There are so many bacteria, so many insects, and each
one of them has a purpose in this world. But if we think
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we are the king of these, we are mistaken. The world is a
huge place, and there is a place for everything.

Russians have found that if you grow a plant with great
affection, it reacts to your affection, and your condition.
If something happens to you, the plant reacts. For example,
if you grow a plant in Hyderabad, water it every day, and
then, you go to New York and meet with an accident, the
plant withers and stops growing - even if others water it.

When | was on the CIEFL campus, we had planted some
mango seeds which then grew into big trees, and they
yielded a lot of mangoes every year. When | left the
campus, the gardener told us that the trees did not yield
fruit for a year. Afterwards, they did. How do you explain
such things? You may say that it is an accident. But if it is
the same everywhere, then you begin to wonder. We know
very, very little about this world.

In all our literature, we find the affection that the sages
and saints had for what we consider the inanimate. In
Shakuntala, Kanva says to Shakuntala, “You are leaving
tomorrow and you have been watering these trees. | don’t
know if they will grow any more. You have been kind and
affectionate to them. Because you are leaving, | don’t
know what will happen.” Bhagavan used to say, “Don’t
pluck any flowers or leaves unnecessarily; you are hurting
the tree.” When someone said, “I have decided to perform
lakshaarchana, and | still need thousands of flowers,” the
Maharshi replied, “Why don’t you make do with what you
have? Or else, for the rest of the archana, just pinch
yourself.” The person said, “It will hurt me.” The Maharshi
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said, “It is the same thing. When you pluck these flowers,
it hurts them. You should offer just a token. Don’t hurt
the tree.”

That is why Krishna said, “Patram, phalam, pushpam,
toyam. | don’t want you to give me many things. Offer one
leaf, one fruit, one flower and water. If you don’t have any
of these things, water will do.” He did not say pushpani,
phalani. All he wants is only a token. After all, what is it
that we can give to the Lord? Nothing! For whatever we
give, we’re giving only what truly belongs to him. | have
been saying all these years, even if you put in the hundi of
Lord Venkateshwara, two crores, it is nothing because you
are only returning what belongs to him. Even if you give
the whole world to him, you are not giving anything that
is not his. That is why a token is important. It is not how
much you give that matters, but with what feeling you give
it - Shraddhayadeyam; asshraddhayaadeyam. Even if we
give only ten paise to a beggar, we must give it with great
shraddha. We must not throw it; whatever is given, must
be given with respect and courtesy. If you give without
shraddha, you are not really giving.

What we know is very little; whether it is a crow, a
squirrel or a tree, they have their own lives. We think that
we are superior to them because we are not able to
understand them. That is why;, it is most important that we
have equal concern for everyone and everything. First,
concern for all human beings; secondly, for all beings. After
all, when you come to think of it, how many people are as
grateful as a dog?
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There was a person in America who had a dog, and the
man decided to move to Germany because he got a job
there. The dog had been with him for a couple of years,
and he knew it had become attached to him. Yet, he did
not want to take it to Germany. So, he left the dog near
the airport and told one of the airport authorities, “I have
to go to Germany. This is my address in Germany. | have
left my dog over there. It has been with me for two years.”
The dog saw the master getting into the plane. It could
not do anything. It continued staying near the airport; it
never left the place. It just stayed there and did not eat
anything. The person working at the airport who was
observing all this realized that the dog was likely to die.
So, the gentleman rang up the person in Germany and said,
“Your dog refuses to eat. Maybe it is thinking of you all
the time.” The man’s concern for the dog was such that
he flew back, and took it to Germany. There are hundreds
of stories like this about dogs.

Once, when | was living in Vidyanagar, | found a puppy
that had been run over by a motorcycle. | took it home
and took care of it till it became all right. We were all
happy. From Vidyanagar, | used to walk to Engineering
College to take the bus to the Institute. This puppy used
to walk along with me to the bus stop, and then return
home. After a while, we felt that it should be on its own.
So, one morning, we put it in the car and left it about four
or five miles away from the house. It found its way home
by evening! What can we say about this? We think that
we are the most important people in this world, and
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therefore believe that God should look after only us. But
God has to look after everybody; the millions of things in
this world he has created. As we grow old, as we become
less and less arrogant and less and less proud, we learn to
accept that everything is done by him. We realize we are
merely an instrument in his hands - that there is a higher
power running the whole show. God is the puppeteer who
makes us do things, and we learn to submit ourselves to
his will. We accept things as they happen.

You do your best and leave everything to God, but this
kind of attitude is possible only through his grace. The
most important thing is this: the guru appears to us in
human form. When you feel he is your guru, you must
learn to accept and follow what he says. You must have
implicit trust in the guru. The guru will appear at the time
you most need him, at a time, chosen by the Lord.

How Bhagavan encouraged Sadhakas
Vimal Balasubrahmanyan

For those of us who sometimes feel we simply
cannot practise Bhagavan’s self-enquiry method because
“it’s just too difficult”, here are some of Bhagavan’s pep
talks to keep us working on our sadhana.

Devaraja Mudaliar would often complain that despite his
long association with Bhagavan, he was still not free from
worldly desires. On one such occasion, Bhagavan tells him
the desires will all disappear in time.
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“You need not worry. The more dhyana one performs,
the sooner the desires will fall off.”

When, for the nth time, Devaraja bemoans that he was
“not improving”, Bhagavan’s terse reply was:

“How do you know?”

So, how can we know whether we are improving or not?
What are the signs, the markers, that will motivate us and
assure us that progress is happening?

A clue to this can be found in what Bhagavan said to
Humphreys. You can read the full teaching in any of
Bhagavan’s biographies, but here is the portion relevant
for our present purpose: Bhagavan says, regular, steady
practice of concentration for fifteen minutes a day will
begin to yield results in a few months. Of course, it can
take a lifetime of earnest sadhana to reach the ultimate
goal, but even in the here and now, as we diligently
practise, we can begin to experience the result. And what
is this result? This is the encouraging part:

“All sorts of involuntary clairvoyance, peace of mind,
power to deal with troubles, power all round, yet always
involuntary power.”

Of course, to gain this highly desirable inner state,
Bhagavan’s emphasis is on steady daily practice. So we
come back to where we started; that this “practice is very
difficult, we can’t do it”. But here too, we have Bhagavan’s
pep talks to keep us going.
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Annamalai Swami’s diary has an entry where Bhagavan
is explaining, step-by- step to a devotee, how to overcome
the difficulties in meditation. The devotee listens and
interrupts exclaiming that all this was just “not possible”
for him. And Bhagavan says:

“The greatest obstacle is the thought ‘it is impossible
for me’.”

Paul Brunton records a similar lament from a despondent
devotee who feels his ‘tendencies’ are a huge hindrance,
and despairingly asks Bhagavan, if these vasanas could
ever be cast off. Bhagavan assures him that they can be:

“Others have done it; so believe, it can be done!”

And to the question, what should we do when we
digress from the path, Bhagavan’s words are balm to the
soul:

“All will be well in the end. Steady determination gets
you on your feet again. Obstacles gradually get weaker,
the current gets stronger, everything comes right in the
end.”

Who among us will not want that ‘involuntary power’
to deal with our troubles? Who among us will not feel
reassured when Bhagavan tells us that all of us can, indeed,
make progress? And importantly, Bhagavan has also told
us that his grace is always there, but our effort too is
needed.
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Kavyakantha’s Chatvarimsat
V Krithivasan
Verse 17
Ioqd gfarefRife vi gurHeed
I YD ATIYANTAR: 2ABTIE: ABR: |
SRS RIERICRIG R BRI E GG
<4 @i ufadied TRl AR 1
yatpoorvam shrutipaara-darshidhishaNo
dvaipaayano’dhyaruhat
paschat bhodhakalaa-vidhootatimirah
shankapaha Shankarah
tatsamprati akhilaavani talajusham
aacharya simhasanam
deva tvaam prativeekshate naratano
geervaNa senapate
Word Meaning:
poorvam: in the past;
shrutipaara-darshidhishaNo: the Seer who had the
fullest vision of the Vedas; dvaipayano: Veda VWyasa;
yat adhyaruhat: which was ascended,;
paschad: later;
bodha kalaa: fragment of Wisdom; vidhootatimirah:
dispelled the darkness of ignorance;
shankapaha: removed doubts and fear; Shankarah: Adi
Shankara;
tat: that;
aacharya simhasanam: throne of Preceptor / Teacher;
samprati: now;
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akhilaavani talajusham: (removal of) the suffering in

the entire surface of the world;

deva tvaam prativeekshate: awaits you, my Lord;

naratano: in human form;

geervaNa senapate commander-in-Chief of Gods (Lord

Subrahmanya).

Verse Meaning :

The throne of ‘Preceptor of the world” (Acharya
Simhasanam) was once occupied by Sage Wasa, who had
the Wisdom to see the other shore of the Vedas (shruti
paara darshi); later on, Acharya Shankara, who, with just
a fragment (kalaa) of his Bodham could dispel the
darkness of ignorance (vidhoota timirah) and remove all
fears and doubts (shankaapaha) from mankind, ascended
this throne. Now this throne awaits you Ramana - who are
none other than Lord Subrahmanya - so that the entire
world can be saved from suffering

(akhila -avani -tala -jusha).

Kavyakantha says that the distinction of being a
Universal Teacher belongs to only three. They are the true
occupants of Acharya Simhasanam, the throne of real
Wisdom. In his assessment, they are:

1. Veda Wyasa :

Sage Wasa is the author of some of the most important
works of the Sanatana Dharma. He got the name Wasa
due to his monumental work of dividing the Vedas into four
for ease of comprehension and study. VWasa literally means
a ‘splitter’ or a “divider’. He is the earliest known editor
in the world! Vedas, which are considered beginningless
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(Anaadi) in Sanatana Dharma, are a huge collection of
mantras and hymns; a repository of knowledge regarding
the whole gamut of human experience. In addition to this
work of unimaginable magnitude, Vyasa is also the
legendary author of the Mahabharatha and the Bhagavad
Gita. Besides these, Sage Vyasa also wrote eighteen
Puranas, with the purpose of imparting the intricate
knowledge of the Vedas in the form of stories to common
people belonging to all walks of life. The Puranas and the
Mahabharatha together account for a massive six lakh
granthas, one grantha being a collection of 32 aksharas!
In addition, he is also the author of Brahma Sutras, the
terse aphorisms, which summarise the foundational
philosophic texts of Sanatana Dharma. All the three major
acharyas who followed on the Adhyatmic scene later on,
namely, Shankaracharya, Ramanujacharya and
Madhwacharya have made elaborate commentaries on the
Brahma Sutras. All this goes to show the pivotal role
played by Sage Wasa in our Sanatana Dharma.
2. Acharya Shankara

Though the word acharya is a generic word denoting a
spiritual teacher, when one hears that word, the form of
Shankaracharya alone sprinngs to our mind. If Veda Wasa
gave a definite shape to Sanatana Dharma, Acharya
Shankara came to protect it from being eaten away by
‘incomplete religions’, a phrase used by Kanchi
Mahaswami to describe the superhuman act. He is
considered a manifestation of Lord Shiva. There is a
popular verse in praise of Acharya Shankara which says:
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muktva mounam vatavitapinor moolato nishpatanti

shambhormurthih charatibhuvaneshankaracharya

roopa

The meaning is: Shambhu (Lord Shiva), sitting under
the celestial banyan tree and teaching the highest spiritual
truth through silence, found it necessary to give up His
silence and take the form of Shankaracharya (to teach the
same truth) by roaming the earth. In his short earthly
sojourn of 32 years, he single handedly achieved all the
deeds ascribed to him - deeds that would have taken
hundreds of years for anyone else. Merely with the help
of his atma shakti, sharp intellect and logical approach to
the highest spiritual truth, he literally ‘decimated’ 72
religious systems, which were in existence at that time.
Some were aligned with the Vedas, but had only partial
understanding of the their true import; some were opposed
to the Vedic wisdom, and most were advocating
downright dangerous practices. In their place, he
established 6 systems of worship, which truly reflected the
Vedic way of life and philosophy. Most importantly, he laid
the foundation for advaita, the spiritual system that shines
today as the Crest Jewel of mankind’s philosophical
thinking. Besides, he facilitated the worship of Saguna
Brahman, by composing hundreds of beautiful hymns.
3. Bhagavan Ramana

Two of the brightest stars in the spiritual firmament of
Sanatana Dharma- Veda Wasa and Adi Shankaracharya-
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are taken by Kaavyakanta and placed alongside Bhagavan
Ramana. It is not out of his guru bhakthi that he made
bold to define the place to be accorded to Bhagavan
Ramana, but out of his deep understanding of both our
spiritual history and Bhagavan Ramana’s unparalleled
attainment. Eminent scholars have always been fascinated
by the extraordinary manner of Bhagavan Ramana’s
awakening and his matchless life that radiated his
illumination. He was always established in what is extolled
as the rarest of achievements called Sahaja Samadhi,
spontaneous abidance in the Supreme Self. Never out of
this state, he carried on with normal external activities like
writing, composing, guiding, cooking for the devotees,
caring for everyone around him, and so on. In an article
titled *Dakshinamurthy, Sankara and Ramana’, T.M.P.
Mahadevan refers to the verse quoted above, and says “Adi
Guru Dakshinamurthy taught through silence; Acharya
Sankara tirelessly engaged in establishing the Truth through
incessant debates, and mingled with the multitudes to
enlighten and save them. That was required in his times.
But in our modern age of machines and speed, neither
absolute silence nor much speech is required of a world-
teacher. We had such a teacher in Bhagavan Ramana, who
taught both through silence and through speech.” Every
one of his teachings always consisted of an exhortation to
obtain Svaanubhuti.

Kaavyakanta’s statement that the world has been waiting
for several centuries for a sage like Bhagavan Ramana to
occupy his seat on to Acharya Simhasanam is without
any exaggeration, it is the pristine truth.
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Lest we forget
A.V. Ramanaiah & J.Yadaiah

(The following senior devotees of the Kendram were very
silent and self-effacing people. Not much is known about them,
but for their deep devotion to Sri Bhagavan and respect for
Dr.K.S. They have contributed, in their own way, for the growth
and evolution of the Kendram. (It would be useful if
knowledgeable devotees who know more about these great
people can add to the material and enrich the write ups for
further editions —Editor)

Sri Tadepalli Srirama Murthy

Sri Srirama Murthy garu used to live in far off IDPL colony
when Sri Ramana Kendram was functioning in the Andhra
MahilaSabha College for Women in the Osmania University
Complex in the early 1980s. But he was always one of the
first persons to arrive at the Kendram. He was in by 8.00 or
latest by 8.30 in the morning, notwithstanding the long distance
he had to travel. The satsang commenced at 9.00 AM.

Born in 1912, he was one of the oldest of the Kendram
devotees in those days. Sri Murthy Garu served as the
President of the Kendram during the period 1984-85. He was
a teacher in his working days, and was known to be a hard
task master with a forbidding personality.

After Dr. KS relinquished his position as Editor of Sri
Ramana Jyoti, the bi-lingual journal published by the Kendram,
he desired that Sri Srirama Murthy garu take up the
responsibility, which he readily accepted. He did a great job
as an Editor; he also translated into Telugu a number of articles
from Mountain Path. His pace of translation was incredibly
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high. He translated the classic book of Sri DevarajaMudaliar,
Day by Day with Bhagavan into Telugu under the title Sri
Bhagavan to Dina Dinamu. It was serialized in Sri Ramana
Jyoti. Sri V.Ganesan of Sri Ramanasramam, liked the
translation and expressed that it should be published as a
Ramanasramam publication by Sri Ramana Kendram and
should be got ready before the Jayanthi of Sri Bhagavan in
the year 1990. By Sri Bhagavan’s grace the Kendram was
able to meet the expectation.

Dr. KS did not encourage any ritualistic worship in the
Kendram including distribution of prasadam. However, out
of consideration and reverence for older devotees like Sri
Srirama Murthy garu and the distance he had to travel, Dr.
KS wanted that a banana should be given to the devotees. The
plantain and sugar candy were the only prasadams allowed as
distribution in the Kendram for many years.

Sri Murthy Garu left his body in the year 1987. He developed
a chest pain, and his son wanted to rush him to a doctor. Sri
Murthy Garu dissuaded him from any such move, kept his
head in his son’s lap and breathed his last with the holy name
‘Ramana, Ramana’ on his lips.

Sri Katari Prasada Rao

Sri Prasada Rao garu was one of the seniormost devotees
of Sri Ramana Kendram; he was a very sincere and an intense
devotee. He was a great Rama bhaktha too. Greatly attached
to Dr.KS, he used to consult him on every matter. With a strong
inclination for spiritual life, he visited many holy places in the
country and spent considerable time in Sri Anandasramam,
Kanhangad.
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Sri Prasada Rao garu was very meticulous in doing whatever
he did. The devotees of Sri Ramana Kendram remember him
with gratitude for the trip to Srisailam he helped organize.
The trip is memorable to all the devotees who went because
of the presence of Dr. K.S. and Mrs. K.S. in the group. Sri
Rao planned everything to the minutest detail. He went to
Srisailam in advance and made all arrangements for
comfortable accommodation, and ease of darshan for the
entire group.

Sri Rao was a very enthusiastic person, and had grand plans
for the construction of the Kendram building. He was a frequent
visitor to Sri Ramanasramam, and organized satsangs at his
residence whenever it was convenient to do so.

Devotees of Sri Ramana Kendram remember this colourful
personality with gratitude and reverence.

Prof. K. Subrahmanian

The origin of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad can be
gratefully attributed to the graciousness of Prof. Subrahmanian,
the then Principal of Hindi MahaVidyalaya in the Vidyanagar
area. He was the person who accorded permission for the
Ramana devotees to assemble in the premises of the college
in the year 1979, under the guidance and leadership of Dr.KS.

Prof. Subrahmanian was a sanskrit scholar, and used to
give talks on Upadesa Saram. He used to participate in the
satsangs even after the Kendram moved to Andhra Mahila
Sabha College for Women. Gradually, his participation reduced
due to health reasons. Dr. KS used to visit him, and provided
the moral and spiritual support needed for this benefactor of
the Kendram.
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Sri B Buchiramayya

Sri Buchiramayyagaru was a very revered, elderly devotee
of Sri Ramana Kendram, and served as its President in the
period 1987-88. He is said to be closely related to one of the
Chief Secretaries in the Government of Andhra Pradesh, and
also a leading national political leader. Ironically, he was
reported to be in very strained financial circumstances, and
was in need of an occupation even at his advanced age.

Despite his difficult financial situation, he always had a
cheerful disposition, and was in the habit of purchasing books
and photographs of Sri Bhagavan from the Kendram for
distribution amongst his near and dear.

Incidentally, one of his relatives attended the Kendram
satsang one day, and at the end of the meeting suggested that
the Kendram should apply for a plot of land for the construction
of its own building. It was after this suggestion that the
Kendram started serious attempts to acquire a plot of land for
itself.

Sri S. Vasudeviah

Sri Vasudeviahgaru was a senior devotee of the Kendram
and was a regular attendee of the satsangs almost from the
beginning. He worked in the Department of Telephones, prior
to superannuation. A very quiet and unassuming person, Sri
Vasudeviah was a model bhaktha

He was always early to the Kendram, and used to attend to
a wide range of things silently and without any ostentation -
like sweeping the floor, arranging chairs, fetching water from
a distant tap, arranging Sri Bhagavan’s photograph and
organizing books for sale. He was very regular in attending
the meditation sessions at the residence of Dr.KS.
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The grace of Sri Bhagavan was fully with him, and he left

his body peacefully with the name of Ramana on his lips.
Sri R Rama Murthy

Many devotees leave an indelible mark on members of the
satsang; they are remembered for their humility, their devotion
to the guru, and their humble way of moving around with other
devotees. One such individual was Sri R. Rama Murthy, a
staunch and dedicated devotee of Bhagavan. Though his
mother tongue was Tamil, he spoke Telugu fluently, and could
write in the language. He was very closely associated with
Dr.KS, he used to refer to him as sadguru.

He always said, he had not seen Bhagavan, and to him
Dr.K.S. was Bhagavan. His eyes often filled up with tears
when he spoke about his guru. His devotion towards Dr.K.S.
was exemplary. He believed Dr.K.S’s words that
“Tiruvannamalai is where you are, you need not go to
Tiruvannamalai, if you are not in a position to”. His surrender
was so complete that he believed in it with all his heart, and it
never occurred to him to visit Tiruvannamalai. He never visited
Tiruvannamalai even once during his lifetime, and had no
regrets that he hadn’t.

Rama Murthy garu regularly attended the satsangs at
Dr.K.S’s house, and continued to do so, even after Dr. K.S.’s
passing away. When his health deteriorated, he moved in with
his son. Rama Murthy garu had the habit of collecting paper
cuttings of spiritual articles that regularly appeared in
newspapers and magazines, especially The Hindu. He also
had many of the paper cuttings of Know Your English and
Between You and Me - columns written by Dr.K.S. Often,
during the satsangs, he read out from them, and always spoke
with feeling and reverence for Dr. K.S. It grieved him that he
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could not take his collection of articles with him, when he
shifted to his son’s house.

Sri Rama Murthy garu served as the Secretary of the
Kendram in the period 1994-95, and as its Treasurer in the
period 1998-99. In addition, he was also an active member of
Kalasagaram, and encouraged devotees to attend the annual
cultural events hosted by the Association. Rama Murthy garu
retired from the Railways; while he was in service, he was
known for his sincerity towards his work and for his frankness.
He never shied away from meeting top officials regarding office
work. After retirement too, he kept visiting them to discuss
spiritual matters. He attributed his boldness and frankness to
the grace of Bhagavan and Dr.K.S.

It is due to the grace of Bhagavan that we meet truly
surrendered devotees, for they touch our lives and serve as a
guiding light for spiritual aspirants.

Life Subscription (15 years): Rs.750/- Annual Subscription:
Rs.80/- (Cash/M.O./ D.D./Cheque only), favouring Sri Ramana
Kendram, Hyderabad. Add Rs.15/- for outstation cheques.
Donations in favour of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad are
exempt (50%) from Income Tax under Section 80G.
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