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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in June & July 2020
Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

23" June - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.00 p.m.

14" June (Every 2" Saturday of the month) Uma Sahasram
recitation from 12.00 noon - 5.00 p.m.

5. 5" July - Guru Purnima
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© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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The Importance of the Adi Guru
Dr.K.Subrahmanian (Talk 81)

Tomorrow is guru purnima, a very important day. It is
also called Wasa purnima, and it’s the day on which every
person expresses gratitude to the guru in his own way.
Wasa, also called Veda Wasa, is our adi guru. In some
of our languages, Wyasa means ‘an essay’. In a good essay,
there is a clear division; there is a beginning, a middle and
an end. Wasa literally means “to divide’. Originally, there
was only one Veda; Wasa, however, felt that it would be
very difficult for people to read a single large volume. He,
therefore, divided it into four - Rig Veda, Yajur Veda, Sama
Veda and Atharva Veda. Vyasa also wrote the
Mahabharatha and the Puranas. We have a wealth of
religious literature because of our adi guru.

\WWasa’s father was Parashara, and Bhagavan’s gotra was
Parashara gotra - Para Parashara gotra samudbhavam is
what Kavyakanta says. In a way, our guru, Bhagavan, is
related to the adi guru, Wasa. The long lineage of guru
parampara includes Wasa, his son Shuka (who gave us
the Bhagavatam), Gaurapada, and Govinda Bhagavatpada.
The next great guru, according to Kavyakanta, was Adi
Shankara - pashchad bhodhakalavidhuta timirah shanka
paha Shankarah - who came to this earth to remove our
doubts (shankas) and difficulties, and give us happiness.

Shankara literally means ‘one who does good’. Adi
Shankara was born for the good of humanity, not just for
the sake of India, but all humanity. He was loka Shankara.
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Shruti smriti puranam alayam karunalayam namami
Bhagavad padam Shankaram. Shruti - vedas, alayam-
treasure house. Shankara was the treasure house of shruti
smriti purana; he knew everything there was to know. He
was not only a great intellectual with a sharp mind, but
also the embodiment of karuna - Karuna purna sudhabde.
The karuna of Shankara was truly extraordinary:
karunalayam namami Bhagavadpadam Shankaram loka
Shankaram.So, Kavyakanta says, “Of the stature of WWasa,
after a very long time, we had Shankara.” Shiva himself
came down to earth as Adi Shankara.

In his thirty-two years, Adi Shankara did a lot for all of
us. He walked up and down the country, established the
supremacy of the Vedas, and established the four Shankara
Mutts in the four corners of the country. When you go to
Badri and Kedarnath, there is a feeling of oneness with
everyone there; you don’t feel that you are from Andhra
Pradesh and that someone else is from Gujarat. When you
go to Kashi, the convention is that you must take the
waters of the Ganga to Rameswaram and pour the waters
into the ocean. If, on the other hand, you go to
Rameswaram first, then you take the waters of the ocean
there and pour it into the Ganga in Kashi. Earlier, our
people did not talk in terms of national integration, as we
do now. What was important was religion.

Who is the person who does pooja at Badrinath? The
priest in Badrinath is not someone from that area or any
place in North India; he is, infact, a nambudri from Kerala.
A nambudri family was taken from Kerala to Badrinath,
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and the person who does the pooja even today is a
descendent of the nambudri family. This has been a
tradition for centuries. Shankara said, “Do not think in
terms of your place, your religion or your culture.” This
is the way he tried to bring about national integration,
without talking about it. The concept was not based on
any sense of individuality, but on vasudaiva kutumbakam.
That is why we say, Shankaram loka Shankaram, meaning
Shankara was interested in the improvement of India. It
is said that Shankara himself was a nambudri.

Every day, we hear people saying there is no hope for
this country, that it is full of vandals, rapists and so on. It
is not so. The people in the country are good; the farmer
is still tilling the field and raising a harvest for you and me.
By and large, there is nothing wrong with the country
because so many good things are happening here. You
must all have had this experience whenever we announce
there is poor feeding the following week or month.
Somebody comes, gives some money to you, and says,
“For poor feeding.” Not rich people, but people who can’t
afford to give even ten rupees - they give you twenty
rupees because they think it is good to feed the poor. The
average individual in our country has a heart of gold, and
our country is not going to pieces.

When you listen to the national anthem of other
countries, it says, “Let my country grow, let my country
prosper.” The British national anthem says, “Let our enemy
be defeated, let them be killed.” But in our country, it is
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lokah samasthah sukinobhavantu - the loka does not refer
to India alone, but the entire world.

Kavyakanta says our adi guru was VWasa. After \Wasa,
Kavyakanta recognises only Shankara as an adi guru.

yat poorvam shruti paradarsi dhiishanou
dwaipayanodhayruhat

pashchad bhodhakalavidhuta timirah shanka paha
Shankarah

He then tells his guru, Bhagavan, that after Shankara,
the guru peetham, which has been vacant for a very long
time is now ready to be occupied.

tat samprat yakilavani talajushaam
aacharyasimhasanam

deva tvam prativikshate naratano girvanasenapateh

The poet says to Bhagavan, “The acharya peetham
which has been vacant for a long time is happy now that
it has been occupied by you, O Lord, who is the avatar
of Subramanian.”

Tomorrow is guru purnima or Wasa purnima, the day
on which we all express our gratitude to our guru. There
IS no way in which we can explain in words the compassion
of a guru. That is why we say the guru is Brahma, Vishnu
and Maheshwara, for we cannot imagine the things the
guru can do. Bhagavan once said, “The grace of the guru
steals into you in silence.” The guru doesn’t say he’s going
to do something; what happens to you, happens in silence.
It takes place without your knowledge.
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Sometimes, we feel an extraordinary peace. We think it
is the result of the extra sadhana we did. But this,
however, is not the case. The peace is the result of our
sadhana and the guru’s grace. It is a combination of both.
Without the guru’s grace, however much sadhana we do,
we may not experience any peace. When there is the grace
of the Lord, we are overtaken by peace. We all make use
of soap every day in order to clean our body; and we pay
a lot of attention to the quality of soap we buy. But this
bar of soap is of no use unless there is water. It has to be
made wet. If there is no water, then soap by itself cannot
clean our body. We can, however, clean our body with just
water. Similarly, effort is fine, but unless there is water,
that is the grace of the guru, the effort will not bear any
fruit - it’ll not result in peace. In fact, when there is this
tremendous flow of grace, there is no need for effort. For
example, if you stand under a waterfall, you find that your
entire body becomes clean in a few minutes. You don’t
need soap or anything else for that matter. In order to have
this conviction, what is most important is grace.

There are many things the guru does that we cannot see.
Adrusta is that which you cannot see. You may say, “He
is a lucky fellow,” meaning there is no correlation between
what he does and what he gets. When we see somebody
who gets something without any effort, we say it is his
adrusta. Luck is something which we cannot explain.
There are so many things that happen to us every day, and
we attribute it to a number of things. Bhagavan says that
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everything happens due to his grace. We consider some
things to be good and some things to be bad, but that is
because of our limited understanding. For example, what
we consider to be good at present may not remain good
forever. When you apply for a job and don’t get it, you
say God has not been gracious to you. After ten years,
when somebody says that the company that you’d applied
to, wound up, you say, “Oh! It’s a good thing that I didn’t
get the job, then. If I had got it, I would have been out of
a job now.”

So, a guru’s grace cannot be comprehended with a
limited mind. Grace does not necessarily mean that you
will have all the good things in life. There will be ups and
downs. But what will happen when we willingly surrender
to our guru, again through his grace, is that we will accept
everything that happens as his will. The moment | am
totally convinced - not just intellectually, but also
emotionally - that everything happens because of his grace,
then | begin to feel the burden lift off my shoulders. I am
at peace.

Tomorrow is the day dedicated to the guru; we must,
therefore, think of him for a longer period of time, than
we do on other occasions. Wherever there are sanyasis,
there will be grand poojas tomorrow. They will observe
the chaturmasya for four months beginning from
tomorrow.
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The Sadhana of “Intent Listening”
Vimal Balasubrahmanyan

S.S.Cohen describes an interesting phase in his spiritual
journey. Soon after he came to Bhagavan’s ashram, he
decided to keep a record of whatever was spoken by
Bhagavan in his presence in the Hall, and translated into
English by an interpreter. In his book, Guru Ramana, he
writes:

“All I had to do was to concentrate my whole attention
on the talk, try to memorise it, and then jot it down in my
notebook as faithfully as possible as soon as | returned to
my room, when it was still fresh in my mind.”

This was at a time when the Ashram manager had
strictly forbidden anyone from taking down notes in the
Hall while Bhagavan was speaking. The ban applied even
to Munagala Venkatramaiah, the official recorder of talks,
during that period.

Cohen’s sadhana of ‘intent listening’ and writing was
his method of ‘connecting’ with Bhagavan. He had his
notebook to go to repeatedly; keeping alive this
‘connection’.

Another example of this approach is seen in the sadhana
of Suri Nagamma. In her memoir, My Life at
Ramanasramam, she mentions a time when she was told
by the manager to stop the writing of her Letters. In these
letters to her brother, she used to describe everything that
she saw and heard in Bhagavan’s presence. Life in the
Ashram came alive in these letters.
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Initially, desolate at not being allowed to write, she soon
picked up courage to defy the ban. She continued to write,
but she now had to do it in secret, late at night, when she
was back in her room. Chinnaswami, the Manager, would
ask her if she was still writing, and she would lie to him -
though it made her feel guilty. Not entirely convinced, he
even told her, “Give up this writing and do some
meditation instead.” The irony is that ‘this writing” was,
indeed, Nagamma’s method of meditation.

Bhagavan tacitly approved of her approach, by telling
her whatever happened in the Hall during the hours when
she could not be present. Nagamma would also keep
working on her drafts to get her Letters into shape. Thus,
like Cohen, she too had found a way of ‘connecting’ and
‘staying connected’.

And then, there is the celebrated example of the sadhana
of “intent listening’ in the life of Mahendranath Gupta, or
‘M’ as he referred to himself. His Gospel of Sri
Ramakrishna is a record of all that M saw and heard in
the presence of the Master. Christopher Isherwood in his
book, Sri Ramakrishna and his Disciples, writes of M:
“M appears to have taken copious notes after each of his
meetings with Ramakrishna. It is said that he was often
busy for three days writing down the sayings and events
of a single visit.”

M was a school teacher, and could visit the Master only
on Sundays and holidays. By writing his notes, and
working on them, he found his way of ‘connecting’ and
‘staying connected’ continuously, from one visit to the
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next. M did not take down notes during his visits. No one
knew at the time that he was keeping a diary. He had no
intention of publishing, and he was recording in his
notebook only for his own study and meditation. Years
after the passing of Sri Ramakrishna, the young monks
who had joined the Order pleaded with him to publish so
that they too could enjoy the flavour of life with the
Master. He was persuaded finally by no less a person than
Sarada Devi herself. When, on her request, M read out to
her extracts from his diary, she is said to have exclaimed
that this was like listening to Thakur himself.

We too enjoy this connection with the Masters when we
read the accounts left by devotees like Cohen, Nagamma,
M, and many others who have narrated their reminiscences.

Kavyakantha’s Chatvarimsat
V Krithivasan
Verse 16
ffpRIguIRen wad afmER
AR gAY fbiEed @ard g |
RIGRTE Felevd ol I GrRiRard
QeI HHASAANY T Haifed: o o 1
Omkaraartham upaadisho bhagavathe
vaaNimanohaariNe
Tataapi upadeshtum udyatamabhoot kinchit
tvadeeyam mukham
Jyeshtasyadya sahodarasya gurutaam praaptosi
dheegauravaat
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SubrahmaNya kanishtitaamapi gatah sarvaadhikah
tvam gunaih
Word Meaning :

Omkaraartham: the meaning of Om; upaadisho:

explained in detail;

bhagavathe vaaNimanohaariNe: to Lord Brahma, the

captivator of Goddess Saraswati’s mind,;

tvadeeyammukham: Your mouth; udyatamabhoot: tried
to;

Tataapi upadeshtum kinchit: give Upadesa to your

father something too;

dheegauravaat: by your deep wisdom; Jyeshtasyadya:

now, to your elder brother also;

gurutaam: the position of Guru;

praaptosi: you have obtained,;

kanishtitaamapi: although being younger;

SubrahmaNya: Oh Lord SubrahmaNya! tvamgunaih: by

your merits; sarvaadhikahgatah: you have overtaken

everyone.
Verse Meaning:

You imparted the meaning of PraNava mantra, Om, to
Lord Brahma, Goddess Saraswati’s husband. You even
tried to give some Upadesa to your Father, Lord Siva.
Through your deep wisdom, you have obtained the
position of being a Guru to your elder brother too. By your
own merits, you have overtaken everyone (in the Spiritual
Realm).

Kavyakantha’s opening line is a reference to the popular
Puranic story about Lord Subrahmanya assuming the role
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of a Guru with respect to none other than his own father,
Lord Shiva. This story is found in Skanda Puranam.
How Lord Subrahmanya became Guru to Easwara:

Once, Brahma went to Mount Kailash to pay obeisance
to Lord Shiva. The young boy Subrahmanya, who was
playing with his friends, noticed him on his return journey.
Lord Subrahmanya detected in Brahma a sense of pride,
not befitting someone who is one of the Trinity. He decided
to test Brahma’s knowledge, which the boy felt must have
been the cause of his pride. As Brahma stepped out of
Kailash, Shiva’s son asked Brahma to introduce himself.
Brahma, surprised by the rather strange request, introduced
himself haughtily as the creator of all living beings and the
guardian of the Vedas.

The Divine Child then asked Brahma where he had got
his creative powers from. “From my mastery over the
Vedas”, replied Brahma. Subrahmanya then asked him,
“Can you recite the Vedas for me?” Brahma decided to
humour the boy, and started his recitation. The Vedas start
with the word Om, and the moment Brahma uttered it,
Lord Subrahmanya stopped him and asked him to explain
the meaning of the word. Brahma was taken aback. He
struggled to explain the meaning of the primordial sound
Om! Lord Subrahmanya felt that Brahma’s ignorance of
the meaning of this fundamental mantra of the Vedas made
him unfit to carry on with creation, and decided to imprison
him.

With the imprisonment of Brahma, all creation came to
a standstill. Lord Subrahmanya stepped in and quickly
assumed the role of Brahma and took over the creation
process. Shocked to know that Brahma was being held
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captive by Lord Shiva’s child, devas and the celestial seers
approached Shiva for help. Shiva was amused at how a
young boy could imprison the great creator, but agreed to
help the devas.

Shiva called his son and asked him to release Brahma.
Subrahmanya argued that ignorance of the meaning and
significance of the PraNava mantra Om was unpardonable.
Shiva was surprised at his son’s reply and asked him, “Do
you know the meaning of Om and if so, can you explain
it to me?” Subrahmanya agreed to do so, provided Shiva
was willing to be his disciple! Amused at this, Shiva agreed
to become a disciple, and placed his child, who became
his guru, on his lap and dutifully heard his son’s
explanation. The iconography relating to this story is
interesting. Shiva can be seen with his right hand over his
mouth and head bent towards his son. Upon hearing this
incident, Mother Parvati was elated and was overcome
with joy. She said, “You have become a guru (swami) to
my Lord (Natha)!” From then on, Lord Subrahmanya
came to be known as Swaminatha.

Goddess Saraswati is the repository of all knowledge.
So there should be nothing unknowable to Brahma, the
‘captivator’ of her heart. But this knowledge was still not
sufficient to grasp the meaning of the mystic syllable Om
because Brahma’s pride in his knowledge became an
obstacle in realization of the ultimate truth.

Bhagavan Ramana, the avatar of Lord Subrahmanya,
though younger to Ganapathi Muni, became a Preceptor
to him and to the whole world, as he had realized the
ultimate truth of the Self, by his own merits.
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Sri Ramaswami lyer

(Sri Manavasi Ramaswami lyer, famous for his
Saranagati song, was an ardent devotee of Sri Bhagavan.
He was saved by Sri Bhagavan on several occasions from
perilous situations. His whole family was intensely devoted
to Sri Bhagavan. His daughter Rajam was a gifted painter
and Lalita, his younger daughter, was an accomplished
musician. The following is an English translation of his
reminiscences recorded by Sri Chalam in Telugu, and
published as Bhagavan Smrutulu)

My office headquarters was Villupuram. Having come
to know of the greatness of Sri Bhagavan, | went to
Tiruvannamalai to see Him. It was in 1907. When | had a
look at the magnificent temple, |1 was thrilled at its
grandeur. The imposing temple towers, and the majestic
Arunachala hill in the background captivated me. | was not
aware of the spiritual and mythological greatness of
Arunachala then, but its attraction was so strong that | was
very reluctant to look away.

Learning that Sri Bhagavan was staying on the hill in
Virupaksha cave, | went there in the afternoon. Swami was
inside the cave. They were Kartikadeepam days. To protect
Sri Bhagavan from the swelling crowds, one Sri
Krishnayya was standing guard at the entrance. He stopped
me from going inside. | had an argument with him. He
asked me to wait saying that Swami would come soon. |
had no alternative, so | sat down. A little later, Sri
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Bhagavan came out, and walked away without looking at
me. | followed Him. On His return, | could meet Him near
a huge tamarind tree. He stopped on seeing me. | had not
prepared as to what to say to him. Finally | managed to
say, “l am suffering from several maladies. Please have
compassion on me.”

Sri Bhagavan said, “What can | do? | am neither a
doctor nor a magician”. I mumbled, “I understand that you
are a great sage. | do not know what my fate will be.”
He looked at me keenly for a while and said, “Go home
with the confidence that nothing can affect you”. Saying
this, He moved His palm in a peculiar way in the air. | saw
a flashing light in His palm. I took His ‘don’t care’ as an
upadesa.

| was troubled by indigestion. Excepting thin gruel, |
was unable to digest anything else. I could not sleep in the
nights. Uneasiness in the body, troubled me continuously.
Life had become hell for me. There was no peace of mind.
But when I went back home, | felt a little better.

| was not greatly attracted by the Swami, but the temple
and hill were beckoning me continuously. This led me to
set up home in Tiruvannamalai.

After settling down in Tiruvannamalai, | started going
for the darshan of Swami, whenever | was free. | even
started spending the nights there. His attendant
Palaniswami was with Him. Echamma used to bring food
for the Swami. | also used to carry some eatables for the
Swami as naivedya.
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On a particular occasion, | found Swami sitting alone
at the entrance of the cave. With great emotion, | asked
in English, “Swami! Great saints like Jesus have descended
on the earth to save the sinners. Do | have any hope?”

When the Swami heard this appeal, which came piercing
out of my heart, He appeared truly touched, and moved
towards me and said, “There is hope. Yes, there is hope.”
| went home, tearing myself away from Him. As soon as |
reached home, a verse sprouted in my heart. |1 wrote it
down immediately. That was the beginning of my writing
songs. | was well versed in music. I could sing in the
prescribed sastric way. | could play the veena. But | had
no background of writing poetry. When | read out my
verse to Sri Bhagavan, He taught me the rudiments of
poetic grammar and prosody. Explaining to me as to how
to write songs, he illustrated His teaching of prasa with
the following in Telugu:

Chakkani Raja

Chikkaani Palu

From then on, till Sri Bhagavan left His body, | wrote
many songs. The songs dried up later. What | wrote earlier
were not the result of my intellectual effort. Not a single
song was my creation. Poetry is not my strength. It was
all His Grace.

It was a festival day in the month of Ashadha. Sri
Bhagavan was inside the cave when | went to Him. | was
sitting in a melancholy mood outside the cave. Sri
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Bhagavan came out and asked me in all compassion, “Why
are you so sad?”

| replied,” What to say Swami? | cannot digest anything.
| cannot sleep.”

He looked at me for a second. My head felt cool. In
the meanwhile, Echamma brought lot of special food
preparations, as it was a festival day. It was about four in
the afternoon. There used to be a waterfall on the Hill in
those days. All the devotees went there with the delicacies
like vadas, sundal, and other items.

It was a pleasant evening. There was a peaceful
sweetness in the very air. Water, sprouting near the peak
of the hill was rolling down with sparkling cheerfulness.
But my heart was full of darkness. My indigestion was a
matter of great anguish and despair. When everything was
so delightful and joyous in that happy place, | alone was
steeped in a mire of misery. Because of the bodily ailments,
my mind was in darkness, and the whole body was like a
tumour for me. Life became a burden.

| continued to sit there in my despair. Observing that |
did not follow Him, Sri Bhagavan sent Sri VVasudeva Sastry
to fetch me. | sent him back saying that I was on a diet
and that such food did not suit me. My head involuntarily
turned towards Sri Bhagavan as if somebody had moved
it. As | lifted my sorrowful head, Sri Bhagavan waved His
hand beckoning me to come. | went and sat down. They
served me all the delicacies. | sat quietly.
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“Start eating,” said Sri Bhagavan.

That was it! All my fear left me. | was filled with a new
found courage because of His words. | ate like everybody
else, happily relishing the food. Hitherto, I would have
been in torture the whole night by having eaten such items.
Gruel was my only food those days. That night I slept in
the cave not mindful of anything till daybreak. I slept like
a log.

I woke up totally refreshed in the morning. I felt like a
flower that had blossomed in the grass in front of the cave.
| knew my disease had left me. My heart was filled with
utter gratitude and devotion. Not just that! 1 was full of
confidence that | had Sri Bhagavan there for me. From
then on, my faith and devotion became unshakeable. My
family members too developed full faith in Sri Bhagavan.

A sadhu brought a preparation made out of hashish,
an intoxicating material, one night and kept it in the cave.
Seeing it, | threw it out into the water in disgust.

Sri Bhagavan said,” Why did you throw it away? Let
people use it who enjoy it.”

| felt bad that | took such undue liberty. That night a
wall in our house inexplicably collapsed. | became panicky,
and worried that what | had done in the cave was a grave
mistake.

My superior officer teased me one day saying that my
salary of Rs 150 was too much, implying that | did not
deserve that money. | perceived a threat in that statement,

and shared my concern with Sri Bhagavan.
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Sri Bhagavan said,” Oh! What would he say if you got
Rs 200?” There was a notification in the next Gazette that
| had been given a promotion with a salary of Rs 200!

Sri Bhagavan moved from Virupaksha cave to Mamaram
cave. A certain Bala Nandam told Sri Bhagavan that he
would initiate Him. Sri Bhagavan was silent. The man got
angry and spit the juice of betel leaves which he was
chewing on the face of Sri Bhagavan. Neither Sri
Bhagavan nor others who were around reacted. The man
left and got into a train. He was beaten up severely by his
fellow passengers in the compartment for something he did
or said.

When | was in Tirukoilur on camp once, | saw the
profile of Sri Bhagavan. Immediately, | took a train and
went to see Him. When | reached His presence, | found
a mendicant troubling Sri Bhagavan with endless
arguments. Grasping the situation, I said, “Sir! All your
questions are intellectual. People more intelligent than you
will defeat you in arguments. What do you gain by this
useless exhibition?” The man stood up and left the place.
After he left, Sri Bhagavan said, “He has been bothering
me for quite some time. You came and sent him off. You
have done a good thing.” Sri Bhagavan thus made the
devotees feel that they have been of some service to Him.

There used to be a great sage called Seshadri Swami in
Tiruvannamalai at the time Sri Bhagavan was on the Hill.
| heard about him when I was in Villupuram, and came to
visit him.
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Even as | was getting down from the train, a hefty
looking beggar came to me and demanded a quarter anna,
| got angry and said, “You are so well built. Why don’t
you do some work. Go away; | will not give you anything.”

| searched for Sri Seshadri Swami everywhere. After
about an hour, somebody pointed out a person and said,
“He is Seshadri Swami.” | realized that he was the same
man to whom | refused to give the quarter anna.

What became of me? Such a compassionate mahatma
came to the station to meet me, and | abused him, and sent
him away. After | settled down in Arunachala, he showered
his grace on me in abundance. He used to take meals in
our house and spend time there. When 1 saluted him, he
used to keep his feet on my head. Both of us used to go
to Sri Bhagavan. Sri Seshadri Swami used to behave in a
bizarre fashion. Sri Bhagavan used to say that he merely
acted as a mad person.

I used to visit Sri Bhagavan with my family members.
He used to play with my children. My daughter took a
packet of rice paddy husk to Him once saying that it would
be very tasty. Sri Bhagavan ate it all.

Squirrels, monkeys, rats and cows used to come to Him
for His darshan and to play with Him. Sri Bhagavan used
to pat them, and fondle them before they left His presence.

I was transferred to Shiyali. I left crying, unable to leave
the presence of Sri Bhagavan. | used to visit Him every
month. | had a strong desire to take sanyasa those days.
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Sri Bhagavan strongly denied permission, despite my
repeated appeals.

| came for His darshan once with my eldest daughter.
The moment He saw us, Sri Bhagavan asked.

“Why don’t you get her married?”

| submitted, “I intend to. I do not have the funds to give
the dowry and for meeting the marriage expenditure. | have
not attempted to look for a suitable match. I crave for Sri
Bhagavan’s grace.” In the meanwhile, Echamma came and
overheard the conversation. She said, “Why don’t you give
her to our Nilakantha?”

“Yes! Yes! He is a nice boy,” said Sri Bhagavan.
Nilakantham was a teacher in the local school. Those days,
Sri Bhagavan was in Skandashramam.

| always used to get down the Hill as per the departure
time of the train. That day, | was preparing to leave early
at 4’0 clock. People there asked me the reason for
hurrying up.

Sri Bhagavan said, “Let him go and see a boy there.”

| went to Echamma’s house after getting down from the
Hill. The father of Nilakantham came there. Even before
| said anything, seeing my daughter, he said: “I will accept
your daughter as bride for my son”. | readily and happily
accepted.

After returning to Shiyali, | started to brood about how
| would mobilize the money for the marriage. A neighbour
called me and said, “I understand that you are performing
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the marriage of your daughter. Where do you have the
money? Why don’t you ask me? | can make it available”.
Saying so, he gave me a thousand rupees. The marriage
was performed.

I was posted to Berhampur. | developed some boils on
my leg, and was crying out in pain day and night. No
medication could give relief. I came to the conclusion that
only Lord Arunachaleswara was my refuge and was
chanting His name. There was a knock at the door one
day early in the morning. I asked, “Who is there?” The
reply was “Arunachalam”. | opened the door in
amazement. There were two Brahmins standing there. |
fell at their feet.

“We are coming from Arunachalam. We are on our way
to north India on a pilgrimage. Sri Bhagavan asked us to
stop here and visit you,” they said. | felt that they were
the messengers of Sri Bhagavan. Seeing my plight, they
made a paste of tamarind and incense powder, applied it
to my leg and made a bandage. There was no sign of any
boil the next day morning.

That was when | wrote the Saranagati song.

I was present at the time of the nirvana of Sri
Bhagavan’s mother. When the life was ebbing away from
her, Sri Bhagavan kept His hands on her head and heart.
He just walked away after she left the body as if he was
in no way connected. There was a discussion whether the
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body should be cremated or buried. When Sri Bhagavan
was asked, He simply said, “Just throw it into a bush”.

But how could they do it? A temple came up on her
samadhi.

Gradually, the years passed. The fame of Sri Bhagavan
spread far and wide. Large numbers of people were getting
attracted to Him. Ashram regulations were getting
increased to control access to Him. Old devotees like us
were seeking His Grace from a distance.

* * *

'Incessant search for Self the love supreme of God
we call. For He alone as Self abides within the
Heart of all.’ (Verse 3 - Nine Stray Verses)
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