8 S0 858 Sri Ramana Jyothi

DHHoedd 2020 November 2020

B8 HoDOBS’ .. INTHIS ISSUE ...

1. @ S.008. MO 768 HHwso @ B, TEID Frg 3

2. @O CrBog, G yHoen
(& B0z H0659ckiRE) . oo 10
D50H0 &)wgé @1 &, T Hoeg) 15
G600 08, it Brseveth G Home) 23
Money, Work and Happiness Dr. K. Subrahmanian 30

Kavyakantha's Ramana Chatvarimsat V. Krithivasan 40
Prapatti Astakam V. Krithivasan & Sneha Choudhury 43

© o o 0 kA

Lest We Forget
Sri G.V. Narasimha Rao G. Sri Hari Rao 46

Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in November 2020

1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

2. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

3. 6" November - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.00 p.m.

4. 29" November - Kartigai Deepam

5. 4" December - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.00 p.m.
(Devotees may please note that due to Social distancing, satsangs
are being held online. For details please contact Kendram Office)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Money, Work and Happiness
(Talk 85)
Dr. K. Subrahmanian

Some of you may like to know the meaning of the verse
we recite at the end of our satsang. It is a sloka that is
recited at the end of all functions. After doing puja, japa,
dhyana, performing a wedding ceremony or a shraadham,
the last verse is very often,

na karmanaa na prajayaa dhanena tyagenaike
amrutatva maanasuh

Why is it recited? What does it mean? We all want to live
permanently in this world, but we cannot. The body will
drop away one day or the other. Whenever we remember
great people for their great achievements - books, speeches,
great sacrifices - we feel we should also be as great as those
people. Every human being wants to be considered great in
some way or the other. We would like to be remembered
by posterity. We want immortality, amrutattvam. This is a
human failing, a weakness which most people have. Some
become famous, and some don’t. We think that we can
become immortal in one way or the other. But who are the
people whom we actually remember? There must have been
so many rich people, great kings, etc. We don’t remember
all of them. In this sloka it says, a few people attain
immortality, amrutattva. Why?

na karmanaa na prajayaa dhanena

They attained immortality, not by getting wealth
(dhanena), not by doing any kind of work (karmana), or
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through children (prajayaa). They became famous and
attained immortality through their sacrifice, tyaga.
tyagenaike amrutatva maanasuh

They did not attain immortality through bhoga, but by
tyaga, that is, renunciation. We think that by doing things,
we will be rewarded; and that by doing a variety of things,
we will become immortal. This verse says that it is not by
doing work that we become immortal.

Almost everybody wants to work, nobody wants to
remain quiet. We always criticize a person who is idle; he is
one who doesn’t do what he is expected to. We want him
to do some work, but he goes and sees a movie instead. He
is wasting his time; we would like him to spend his time
usefully by doing things that we would like him to do. We
expect an ordinary person to earn his livelihood. We don’t
want him to depend on other people for his livelihood. When
he takes our money, or his parents’ money, and then lives
the way he wants to live, we say he is an idle fellow. It is
not that he is not doing anything; he is not doing the kind of
things that we want him to. According to us, his life is not
fruitful. When a person does not do the kind of work that
you and | do, we say that he is a lazy fellow and is wasting
his time. This is the attitude of people all over the world.

In fact, this would be our attitude to a jnani if we didn’t
understand him. We would say a jnani is wasting his time.
Some people used to tell Bhagavan that he was wasting his
time. They used to ask, “Why don’t you do something?
Why are you sitting in one place? You are idle, you are
lazy.” Do you have any idea how difficult it is to sit in one

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,40, ISSUE-10 31 HYDERABAD, OCTOBER-2020




place even for half an hour? Movement of the body is due
to the movement of the mind. Where there is chalana of
the mind, there is chalana of the body. But, when we are
extraordinarily active in a way that others can’t see that we
are active, then people would say that we are not doing
anything. When the fan moves at top speed, we can’t see
its blades. We are able to see the individual blades only
when the fan stops moving. When we see the extraordinary
swiftness of the movement of the fan, we feel the breeze,
but we don’t see the blades. A jnani works in a similar
fashion; we cannot see his actual working because he does
it in a manner that you and | cannot see. He appears to be
still, but like the fan, he is moving at extraordinary speed.

We ordinary human beings are used to working. We go
from place to place, read, speak, etc. We are very happy
because we think we are doing something useful. But a
jnani does the same without appearing to do anything. Itis
a state where there is complete action in inaction. Even
though there is extraordinary action, we don’t see that action
- we only see the inaction.

We have certain ambitions in life. We would like to fulfil
them, but for some strange reason if we cannot, we feel
disappointed. We feel sorry that we could not become an
engineer, an IAS officer, a scientist or whatever it is we
worked towards. Therefore, we decide to have children in
the hope that we can leave behind something which will
remind others of our existence. We would like our children
to live our dream. If you did not have the opportunity to
become an engineer or a doctor, you would like them to
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become one. Your daughter or son, however, may have no
interest in the job. They might become what you want them
to, but one day you suddenly realize that they don’t
appreciate all that you have done for them; they don’t have
the same kind of appreciation for you as you have for them.
They might even have the feeling that they are better than
you without realizing that there were circumstances that
were responsible for you not becoming what you wanted
to become. Instead of showing appreciation and gratitude,
they may display contempt for you. | have seen very simple
and orthodox parents send their children to posh public
schools. The children become very westernized, and by the
time they are thirteen or fourteen, they tell their parents
they don’t have manners because they use their hands while
eating. They look down on, and very often ignore their
parents who have sacrificed many things in order to educate
them.

Shankara says

kaate kaanta kaste putrah samsara yamativa vicitrah
kasya tvam kaah kuta aayaatah tattvam cintaya tadiha
bhraatah

Each one of our children has an aptitude, and they want
to do something; sometimes, they succeed, sometimes, they
don’t. We advise them, but they don’t listen to us always.
We must realize that we don’t have any control over our
children or money. What is the control that we have when
our children are young? Very little. Even when they disobey
us, what do we do? We take pleasure in it and laugh. But
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when the child grows up, and does the same thing, we say
he is obstinate or that he doesn’t have respect for elders.

That is why reading the Ramayana is so important. In
the Ramayana, we have everything. Vishwamitra took
Rama and Lakshmana to the forest and ordered them to
kill the rakshashas that were troubling him. When the
brothers completed the task successfully, Vishwamitra took
them to Mythila. Rama and Lakshmana didn’t know the
reason. Only after they went, Vishwamitra asked Janaka
to show them the Shiva dhanush. You know the rest of the
story. When Rama broke the bow, Janaka was very happy.
He announced to Rama, “You know, | told myself I would
give my daughter only to a person who could lift this bow
and break it.” And then he said, “I would like you to marry
my daughter.” Rama replied, “I cannot marry Sita. First of
all, you must send word to my father. If my father comes
here, and gives me the permission to marry, only then will |
marry Sita.” This is an extraordinary thing to say. Rama
was never carried away by anything; he was always
conscious of his duty. What is my duty at this particular
moment? That is why it is said, if you want moksha, worship
Krishna; if you want to do your duty properly, you must
worship Rama because in every act of his, vigravaan
dharmah, there was dharma. He never did anything against
dharma.

kaate kaanta kaste putrah samsara yamativa vicitrah

Shankara says we must have a sense of proportion for
everything. This world is a very strange place. For twenty-
three or twenty-four years, we have brothers, sisters,
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parents, and so on. After we get married, for the rest of our
life, we are so attached to the woman we’ve just met. We
don’t have the same consideration for our sister, brother,
or parents anymore. Then when we have children, we
become far more attached to them than to anyone else.
Shankara asks, “Who is this woman who came late into
your life and swept aside your affection for your parents,
brothers and sisters?”

kasya tvam kaah kuta aayaatah tattvam cintaya tadiha

bhraatah

Who is your wife and who is your son? Think about it; to
whom do you belong? Was there any effort on your part to
change your affections? Did you say you wanted to be born?
Did you choose your parents? Did you have any choice in
the kind of children you wanted? The moment you are born
into a family, your mother, your father, your grandfather,
grandmother, sisters and brothers are determined. Your
whole environment is determined. You can ask, “Why should
| be brought up in this environment instead of another
environment?” There is no logical answer to this question.

We don’t have the freedom to be born to a particular
mother or father. We all talk about freedom or choice, but
we don’t have the freedom to choose the environment we
want. Our ancestors looked at things from a larger
perspective. When they were asked why it is that | have
this particular mother, father, sister and so on, they said, “It
is your prarabdha.” Shankara says this is an extraordinary
thing. All these people come in the middle of one’s life and
we get attached to them. Kasya tvam kaah? WWhom do you
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belong to? Kuta aayaatah? Where did you come from?
Tattvam cintaya tadiha bhraatah. Think about this,
bhraatah or brother. He says don’t get excited about this
and become too attached to your wife, children, and
grandchildren. You must have affection for them, but not
attachment. Do not think your life will be miserable when
you leave them or they leave you. It is attachment that makes
you believe that life without them will be miserable.

Shankara says in another verse,

bhaaryaa bibhyati tasminkaaye

He wants us to understand that though the husband and
the wife may be close, do not mistake it for love. When
there is real love, there is no attachment; we will not bind
the person to us. When there is attachment, we would like
the other person to do what we want him to do. This is the
difference between love and attachment. | would like my
son to listen to me, to do whatever | say. When he doesn’t,
I’m upset. Where there is real love, there will be freedom.
An ordinary guru would say, “Come to me, | will give you
this.” He binds us to him. A jnani, on the other hand, would
not give us the impression that he is running our life. He
would guide us without binding us to him. He would do
everything possible to guide us, and what is more, we would
get the impression that we can live without him. A true
jnani would give us the freedom to do what we want to do,
even though what we do is the result of his unseen hands.
He guides us without telling us. An ordinary person would
say, “Do this and this; if you don’t listen to me, this is what
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will happen to you.” Freedom goes with real love, bondage
goes with attachment.

It is our attachment to things and people that we need to
overcome. We are all attached to money. We earn in order
to be happy, but our desire to make more and more is never
satisfied. Money is slow poison; it kills a man, without any
external manifestation. That is precisely the reason why
saints and sages won’t ever touch money. None of them
ever asked us to give up money. They said, “Don’t spend
your entire life running after it. Limit your wants; don’t
spend your whole life earning more and more.” This is a
lesson for us.

Gandhiji did not come from an ordinary family; his father
was a dewan, and so he could afford to send Gandhiji to
England in those days. At the age of forty, Gandhiji felt he
should lead a simple life. He could have minted money, but
he said, “I have to do something for other people. | should
not spend my time earning money.” And so, he decided to
suffer for other people. He said, “He who has created me
will look after me.”

varumbadi solilaivanden padiyala
varundidun talavidhi Arunaachalaa

Similarly, Bhagavan came all the way from Madurai to
Tiruvannamalai at the age of seventeen. He threw away all
the money and sweets he had on the very first day because
he felt that hereafter it was the responsibility of Arunachala
to look after him. He did not have any doubt that the Lord
would take care of him. Otherwise, he would have taken
five rupees when he left home - you and | would have done
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so. But Bhagavan took only three rupees, which was the
train fare from Madurai to Tiruvannamalai. This is
sharanagati.

Bhagavan says, “Why do you worry? There is a higher
power that will look after you in the way you have to be
looked after.” Why is it that he and Sri Ramakrishna suffered
from cancer? You and | would say that the higher power
did not look after them properly. But look at the way they
dealt with cancer - they dismissed it. We all have problems,
physical and mental; there will never be a time when there
will be no problems. But through the Lord’s grace, we will
be able to face them without worrying too much.

So, Shankara says, arthamanartham bhaavaya nityam.
Be careful - money is important, but do not think that
money will give you happiness. Money is necessary, but do
not think that more money will give you more happiness.
putraadapi dhana bhaarjaam bhitih. He says that if we
have a lot of money in this world, we will have lots of
problems. We will even be afraid of our own children. The
moment we have more than what we need, we will have all
kinds problems. So, he says, have a sense of proportion;
we must decide how much we need, and be satisfied with
it. That is, what we get with our own vittam tena vinodaya
chittam, be satisfied with the money that we get by doing
work, nijakarmopaattam.

In this verse, Shankara says that we are not going to
become important by getting more money, by having
children or by doing more and more work.Bhagavan says,

krtimahodadhau patanakaaranam
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phalama sasvatam gatinirodhakam

Don’t fall into this great ocean of work. Do what you
have got to do, and if you have some leisure, do puja or
japa, and meditate on the Supreme Being. Do not think
that you should be doing work all the time. Meditate on
him. This world is a great ocean - krtimahodadhau
patanakaaranam.Do not think that by doing more and more
work, you will be happy. It is not so because happiness,
karmaphala, is given by the Lord. karturaajnyayaa
praapyate phalam.

Do what you have to do to the best of your ability, and
leave the rest to him. If we think that by doing more and
more work, and by making more and more money, we will
get happiness, then we are mistaken. Work will itself become
a hindrance to happiness, a hindrance to your santosha and
your ananda.

Na karmanaa na prajayaa dhanena tyagenaike
amrutatva maanasuh

The sages and saints who attained immortality did not
attain it through work, through children or through wealth.
So, na karma, praja, dhana - do not think that you will get
ananda, joy, supreme happiness through any one of these.
They attained bliss, not through these, but through
renunciation. What is renunciation? It is not the renunciation
of family and friends; it does not mean that you give up
your job and go to the forest. Renunciation means
renunciation of the ego, giving up the sense of individuality,
bidding goodbye to ahamkara and mamakara.
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Kavyakantha’s Ramana Chatvarimsat
V. Krithivasan
Verse 21
ST HRITHAY [WIHzH] q HHI I
YAt ==l yaRaufet sneta al vRId |

: oS - o
TE WdfE SrE Avaerss O RIS

ABE TOHfTAMA ¥ oTIaR YRy ||

Janmasthaanamavaapya guptamahamo yo
bhedamaadhootavan

Bhootanaam charataam prutakvidhadhiyaam atmaiva
yo bhasate

Deham sarvamidam jagaccha vibhavaataakramya yah
prollasati

Ekastam gurumurtimaanamata re lambodara
bhrataram
Word Meaning:

janmasthaanam: birth place; avaapya: arrived; guptam:
secret; ahamo: of ‘I’; yobhedamaadhootavan: he has
discarded all differences; bhootanaamcharataam: all
animate beings; prutakvidhadhiyaam: with distinct
personal traits; atmaiva: as Self alone; yobhasate: he
shines;deham: body; sarvamidamjagaccha: all this world
too; vibhavaat: with glory; aakramya: pervading; yah
prollasati: he delights; ekastam: him, the One;
gurumurtim: the embodied Guru; aanamata re: bow down
to him, ye men; lambodarabhrataram: brother of
Ganapathi.
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Verse Meaning: Having arrived at the birth place of
Aham(the source of the ‘I’-sense), he has discarded all
differentiation. He shines verily as the Self of all beings
having distinct and divergent personal traits. With his glory,
he pervades the entire universe. Oh men! Bow down to
this embodied Guru, brother of Ganapathi.

In this verse, Kavyakantha spells out in succinct terms,
the achievement as well as the glorious state the Maharshi
constantly abided in. Janmasthanam of Aham, the
birthplace of the I-sense, is qualified by the word guptam,
meaning secret, to point out that the entire humanity goes
through life without being aware of it. This spot has been
described by Bhagavan variously as hridayakuharam (Cave
of the Heart), the Source of the I, Chidakasam
(Conscious Space), and so on. His own enlightenment was
through tracing the ‘I-sense’ or ego to its source and
experiencing its disappearance. He came out of this
singular experience as an impersonal, formless being. His
personality dropped off and an extraordinary Sage was
born. He discovered that the ego’s birth place, the
janmasthanam, is the centre of the entire creation. He was
in everything and everything was in him. In spite of the
apparent differences between all the embodied beings, the
unity underlying all the multiplicity was constantly
experienced by him from then on. This also became his
primary upadesa. “Find out who you are; trace the | to
its source, and abide there. The Pure Consciousness
experienced as a result is your Swaroopam, real nature.
This is enlightenment or Mukti.”
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The 29" verse of Sat-darsanam elucidates this point:

o1 RefcAzgRid a3 TEedRAM T U |

a1 1 AgEfe 99 A8 WAeawyl BeEvg Al |

“*That” we are when ‘I” has not risen. Without searching
whence the ‘I’ arises, how to attain the self-extinction
where no ‘I’ arises? Without attaining self-extinction, how
to stay in one’s true state where the Self is ‘That’?

The search for the source of ego is variously described
in Sat-darsanam as search for Ahankritimoolaroopam, sva-
moolacharcha, udayasthanagaveshanam, and so on.
When the search ends, the ego, which began the search,
subsides in its birth place, the Heart. This is enlightenment.
When this happens, the enlightened being sees the world
as his own Self. The difference between him as the subject
and the entire world as objects also disappears, as what
caused this perception of differences was the mind alone.
Mind having subsided in its source, the jnani shines verily
as the Self of all.

Ramana Gita beautifully describes this:

TEY AR 1 7R Ufdfasid |

< qdIMHl TeRHdbd goid |

“The perception of division between the seer and the
object that is seen, is situated in the mind. For those
remaining in the Heart, the seer becomes one with the
sight.” (Ramana Gita, Ch 5-19)

Kavyakantha ecstatically declares, “Bow down to this
extraordinary Sage, this great Master, who has cast away
all differentiation and lives in his pristine glory as the Self

of all beings!”
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Prapatti Astakam
(Composed by Jagadeesha Sastry)

V. Krithivasan & Sneha Choudhury
(continued from September 20 issue)

= v fISR Juel Wd=adEay 9ed 9ue |
srrgaedaE auel fagefdsnte’ = gl
haram prapadye vijaram prapadye svatantratayas
sadanam prapadye |
ameyasamarthyavaham prapadye visuddhavijnanivaram
prapadye || 6 ||
Haram: Hari, Lord Shiva; vijaram: timeless; jara: age;
swatantrataya: seekers of freedom; sadanam: haven,
shelter; ameya: matchless, incomparable; samarthya:
worldly wisdom; vaham: carrying; vishuddhi: purity;
vijnana: wisdom; varam: donning.
The matchless one, unto Thee I surrender! Eternal youth,
unto Thee | surrender!

Embodiment of freedom, Haven for those seeking
freedom, unto Thee | surrender!
Quintessence of wisdom, unto Thee | surrender!
Peerless pearl of purity, Sage beyond comprehension,
unto Thee | surrender!

i daEE B AR IUE<IRAE U9E |

FIAEEHIHITUIIHAT B Ay Juel 1ol
daurbhgya tpatraya karma moha santpahantramaham
prapadye |
yathrthasankalpamapetapa pamavpta kamam visucam
prapadye || 7 ||
daurbhagya: unfortunate; taapatrayam: three fold

suffering (1. adhyatmikam - those of one’s own making
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2. adhi bhaudhikam - external causes 3. adhideivikam -
suffering from invisible forces); karma: of the past; moha:
confusion; santapam: suffering caused by; hantaara: giving
solace; yatartaa sankalpaa: one determined to hold on to
the truth; apetam: without sin; avapta kaamam: one
whose desires are fulfilled, one who is content; visuchi:
NO SOrrow.
Solace of the unfortunate drowned in suffering, unto
Thee | surrender!
Established in the knowledge of truth, unto Thee I
surrender!
Sinless, content, joyous one,
Steeped in bliss, unto Thee | surrender!
H: YRS Uoidl el JrREdiegd Jue |
MY T FUHT AlGYeH A B0 J9& ¢l
manah prasdam bhajatam dadnam
mugdhasmitollasimukham prapadye |
vyathamasesam vyapaniya modapradena namna
ramanam prapadye || 8 ||
manah prasadam: peace of mind; bhajatam: extoll;
dadaanam: giver; mugdha: radiant; smita: happy; ullasam:
charming; mukham: face; vyatham asesham: no residue;
vyapaniya: tremendous suffering; moda: joy; pradena:
giving; namna: reputation; Ramanam: the blissful one.
Bestower of happiness (to those) Who extol Thee,
Face radiant, replete with a charming smile, unto Thee I
surrender!
Showing not a trace of trials faced
To the giver of joy who take thy joyous name, unto Thee

| surrender!
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f2rd el e uuEl % uuel O guE |
AERIBIHS] Ul SRUTHIT eRvi JuEl [IR]]
sivam prapadye sivadam prapadye gurum prapadye
guninam prapadye |
madiyahrtpadmajusam prapadye saranyamisam
saranam prapadye || 9 ||
Shiva: Lord Shiva; Shivadam: one who gives Siva-hood
(makes you into Siva); guru: remover of ignorance;
guninam: virtuous; madiya hrid padma: in my heart lotus;
jusham: shining; Sharanyam eesham: Lord of refuge;
Sharanam prapadye: fully surrender.
O Lord Shiva, unto Thee I surrender!
Bestower of Shivahood, unto Thee I surrender!
Remover of ignorance, unto Thee I surrender!
Bestower of goodness, unto Thee I surrender!
Shining in my heart lotus, unto Thee I surrender!
Refuge of the homeless seeking refuge, unto Thee |
surrender!
Phalam Stuti
yufi THURAdl dadl ddaid
dcsbg*tlltl%ﬁicmi d<dle Bedl<d [19ol|

prapattim Ramanasya etaam tanvataam

tatva darshina tatkratunyasa rasikah adrisha phalam

prapattim Ramanasya: surender to Lord Ramana; etaam
tanvataam: these great souls; tatva darshina: knowers of
truth; tatkratunyasa: path of sacrifice; rasikah: take delight;
adrisha phalam: amazing reward.
Those who tread the path of joyous surrender, unto Lord
Ramana are indeed knowers of truth! In their sacrifice,

they receive unparalleled delight as reward in life !

(Concluded)
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LEST WE FORGET
Sri G.V. Narasimha Rao
G. Sri Hari Rao

Sri Narasimha Rao garu is my father’s elder brother, and
inherited his intense spiritual tendencies from his father and
our grandfather, Sri G.V. Subba Rao garu. Deeply
religious and largely indrawn, he was a very reticent
person, who kept his adhyatmic experiences to himself.
From his young days, he strongly believed in the efficacy
of visiting and serving saints and sages. He held on to this
belief till the very end. He and my father lived more like
friends rather than as siblings. Sharing the same values
and focused on the same goal, they spent their time in the
company of holy people, studying the works of spiritual
giants, and getting immersed in japam and contemplation.

My uncle was an accomplished ball badminton player,
and kept himself fit by taking long walks and eating
frugally. My father, my uncle, and Sri Siddula Samba
Murthy garu (father of Kendram devotee, Sri S.V.Tandon)
were a great trio, and were lifelong childhood friends. All
three were continuously immersed in their devotion to Sri
Bhagavan and Lord Arunachala. Sri Narasimha Rao garu
was a serious reader of select books, and imbibed their
essence fully. In addition to Sri Ramana literature, and
the books on Sri Ramakrishna and the Holy Mother, the
volumes on In the Woods of God Realisation, by Swami
Rama Tirtha, were his great favourite, and he made a
careful study of them. His final days were spent in the
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service of Sri Ramana Kendram and in the company of
Dr.K.S and Sri Balarama Reddy garu.

My cousin, Sri G.V. Yugandhar, son of Sri Narasimha
Rao garu has the following to write about his beloved
father:

"My father Sri Narasimha Rao garu was born in the year
1916, and left his body on 27" November 1997 at the age
of eighty one. His father, Sri G.V. Subba Rao garu was
an ardent devotee of Lord Sri Rama and was reverently
addressed as “‘Ramadasu’ by the people of his village, his
friends and colleagues. My father was educated in Guntur
and Machilipatnam, and initially served in the Department
of Fire Services, but later on moved into the Department
of Telephones (part of the erstwhile P&T Department). He
worked in several towns in Andhra Pradesh and finally
retired in Hyderabad, where he settled down for his post
retirement life.

My father too was intensely devoted to Lord Rama, in
addition to Lord Hanuman and Lord Narasimha. He was
greatly devoted to saints and sages and would make it a
point to visit them in all the places he worked
(Machilipatnam, Palakollu, Narasapuram, Chirala, Tenali
and Hyderabad ). It gave him great delight to invite them
home, and offer bhiksha to them.

Special mention needs to be made of the following holy
personalities with whom my father moved very closely:
Kothalanka Balayogi, Sri Sarva Siva Rama Krishna Sastry
garu, Sri Vishudhananda Saraswati Swamiji, Sri Raghuvara
Das (Sri Avadhutendra Saraswati), Smt Jillellamudi

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,40, ISSUE-10 47 HYDERABAD, OCTOBER-2020




Ammagaru, Smt Suri Nagamma garu, Sri Krishna
Bhikshu, Dr K.S., Sri Balarama Reddy garu, and Sri
KoduruVenkataratnam garu (attendant of Sri Bhagavan).

When Sri Balarama Reddy garu dislocated his shoulder
joint in Bangalore, my father had the good fortune of
attending on him. When Sri Reddy garu was in Hyderabad
and stayed in Taj Mahal Hotel, Abids, my father served as
his attendant for all those seven weeks.

My father believed in the principle, “Mounena Muni’.
He used sit alone after office hours in deep contemplation
for hours together.

He used to advise his children to be equipoised, and
never ask God for any favours, because God knows what
is best for us. He used to say that your prayer should
include — Yadha Thaveshtam Kurumam Thadaivabh,
meaning ‘Thy will be done’. He came into the fold of Sri
Ramana initially through his father. The book Letters from
Ramanasramam by Smt Suri Nagamma garu had a great
influence on him.

After coming to Hyderabad, he became a regular visitor
to Sri Ramana Kendram and served as its President in the
period 1993-94.My father and my mother Smt.
Annapurnamma lived in the proximity of Sri
Ramanasramam for a few years after retirement. He had
performed more than 300 giripradakshinas to the holy
Hill. There were days when he went round three times a
day. Going for two pradakshinas a day was a frequent
occurrence. He had many visions and experiences in the
course of his circumambulations of Arunachala. My father
had several siddhis, but he never exhibited or exploited
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them. When he saw a new person, he would immediately
know his character. My father was a highly evolved soul.”

Sri Narasimha Rao garu is remembered with deep
regard and affection by the senior devotees of Sri Ramana
Kendram, Hyderabad for his unwavering devotion, and
unassuming service to the Kendram.

Sri A. V. Ramanayya garu, a very senior devotee of
the Kendram, who moved closely with him has very fond
memories of my uncle.

“Sri Narasimha Rao garu lived in Sri Ganesh compound
opposite to Sri Ramanasramam for some years with his
wife, Smt. Annapurnamma, and went on giripradakshinas
almost every day. Even after completing a pradakshina,
if some devotee proposed a pradakshina and sought his
company, he used to readily agree never mentioning the
fact that he had already completed one. He was deeply read
in the Ramana literature, and used to quote the reference
readily including the name of the book and the page
number.

He was very regular in attending the Kendram satsang
meetings with his wife, and for many months he bore the
expenditure related to the plantain prasadam distributed
at the end of the event. He made regular donations to
the Kendram, and also used to oversee the Kendram
accounts.

Sri Narasimha Rao garu was a highly principled person,
and never accepted anything from anybody including tea
or coffee. He strictly adhered to the advice given by
Swami Avadhutendra Saraswati to be an aparigraha- not
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to receive anything from anybody. We, who were intimate
with him used to affectionately and respectfully call him
Guruvugaru.”

Sri P. Ramana Sarmagaru is yet another very senior
devotee of Sri Ramana Kendram, who regards Sri
Narasimha Rao garu with great reverence. For a
number of years, he took my uncle and aunt to the
Kendram in his car from Tarnaka. He has this to say
about him:

“My association with Sri Narasimha Rao garu and
interactions with him for over eight years form an
important phase in my life. | could visualize the reverence
devotees had for Sri Bhagavan, seeing the reverence of Sri
Narasimha Rao garu towards Dr.K.S. While he had the
opportunity to stay in the holy Arunachala, he chose to
return to Hyderabad to be close to Dr.K.S. His going on
giripradakshina three times in a single day speaks volumes
about his devotion for the holy hill, Arunachala. He
displayed utmost respect and regard for saints and sages
from his very early days. It is said that the sage of
Kothalanka (in Konaseema) once slapped him, and that
slap is considered as the blessing of the sage. The respect
and regard shown by Sri Narasimha Rao garu to his fellow
devotees, irrespective of their age, reflects his noble
character.The heights of devotion that should be reached
towards Sri Bhagavan can be understood from the life of
Sri Narasimha Rao garu.

It is my good fortune that | could accompany Smt and
Sri Narasimha Rao garu to the Sunday satsangs at Sri

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,40, ISSUE-10 50 HYDERABAD, OCTOBER-2020



Ramana Kendram, and to the Friday satsangs at the
residence of Dr K.S for over eight years.”

Highly respected by all people who came into contact
with him, my uncle Sri G. V Narasimha Rao garu was a
remarkable person. His giripradakshinas were commenced
at the instance of Sri Avadhutendra Saraswati. They were
brought to a close on the advice of Sri Balarama Reddy
garu.

“Religion does not remove suffering but it gives you
strength to face suffering”, is a famous observation made
by Dr.K.S. The life of my uncle fully substantiates this
observation. He faced the ups and downs of life with great
equanimity only because of his unwavering faith and
devotion to Sri Bhagavan.

Life Subscription (15 years): Rs.750/- Annual Subscription:
Rs.80/- (Cash/M.O./ D.D./Cheque only), favouring Sri Ramana
Kendram, Hyderabad. Add Rs.15/- for outstation cheques.
Donations in favour of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad are
exempt (50%) from Income Tax under Section 80G.
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Address of Sri Ramanasramam: Tiruvannamalai, Tamilnadu-606 603.
Ph.04175-237200, Office No.: 04175-236624
email: ashram@gururamana.org
For Accommodation: email: stay@gururamana.org
L Phone: 04175-237400, website: www.sriramanamaharshi.org
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