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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in October 2021
1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3. 28" - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.30 - 7.30 p.m.

(Devotees may please note that due to social distancing, satsangs
are being held online. For details, please contact Kendram Office)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Freedom from giving Advice
Talk 11
Dr. K.Subrahmanaian

We all want to be free. There is hardly anyone who
doesn’t want to be free. The main reason why we are
unhappy is because we are not allowed to be what we want
to be. Each one wants to be free from interference from
other people - not just from people outside the family, but
also from people within the family. Nobody wants to be
in the control of another. The children want to be free, the
wife wants to be free, and you want to be free. When you
want to be free, you take certain steps, but you don’t give
the same freedom to other people. You want to impose
your views on them. Right or wrong, you tell your children
and wife to behave in a particular way. A time comes when
you realize that they do not accept what you are saying.
They might not quarrel with you, but they just won’t listen
to you - they don’t behave the way you want them to. At
that time, you feel deeply distressed because they are not
following the good advice you’re giving them. Because of
your attachment to them, you want them to follow your
advice. When they don’t, you feel very upset. When an
outsider doesn’t follow your advice, you don’t get upset.
You are able to look at it with a certain measure of
detachment. You give advice, and that is the end of it. But
when it comes to your own family, you’re not able to look
at it with any detachment.
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You would like your children and wife to behave in a
particular fashion because you feel that it’s the correct
thing to do. You refuse to give them the same freedom
that you would like to have for yourself. When somebody
comes and tells you what you’re doing is wrong, you say
that it’s not true, and you try to justify what you’re doing.
You don’t want any kind of interference from other people;
so, you say,”What | am doing is right.” This is exactly what
the wife says, the children say. You want your son to do
engineering and he says, “No.” So, there is a lot of tension
at home, as you go on telling him why it is important.
Finally, what happens in most cases is that he does what
he wants to. But as the head of the family, you feel, “Why
is it that they are not listening to me, when what | am
saying is right?”

You want your family to be happy in the way that you
want them to be happy, not in the way they want to be
happy. Children, these days, like rock music, western
music, etc. But you may not, and so, you say, “Don’t play
that music, it is rotten music.” They have been brought up
in a different atmosphere, so they like it. When you talk
about Thyagaraja, the children don’t like it. In fact, they
may not even have heard about the saint. If you haven’t
talked about Thyagaraja and his music with them, you
cannot expect them to know about him. The influence must
come from you - the parent. Sometimes, even if you talk
about Carnatic music with the children, if the prarabdha
is such that they have to undergo a different kind of
experience, it will happen - they will listen to only rock
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music, and not Carnatic. No amount of effort and advice
on your part will prevent it from happening - there is a
divine hand in all this.

The most extraordinary thing is, there is no way you can
really reform other people. Therefore, advice must be
offered only when asked; you should not offer it when it
is not asked for. Not just to people outside the family, but
within the family, as well. The commodity that is available
freely everywhere in the world is advice. People are always
interested in giving advice, but nobody is interested in
taking it - especially, when the advice is not asked for. We
all want to advise our sons and daughters even when
they’re thirty and forty years old. There are certain
situations when it’s your duty to advise someone. If it’s
not asked for, however, and if it’s not your duty, then you
should not offer advice. It’s not going to help. In fact, many
people get irritated when you give unsolicited advice.
“Why can’t he keep quiet?” they ask. But you continue to
give the same old advice because you are concerned about
your family. You think it is right on your part to give advice
when something is going on. But the thing to remember
is, what is going to happen will happen.

What is it that everyone is seeking? Everyone wants to
be free, so that he can have peace of mind. You can have
real freedom only when there is detachment. Detachment
means the sense of me and mine is absent. Somebody
comes to you for some help, you help him. Out of
gratitude, he comes and sees you for some time, and then
he stops coming. You tell yourself, “Oh, he has become
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very ungrateful!” By thinking this way, you want to bind
him to you. When somebody comes to you for help, give
it, and then forget about it. You should not expect him to
come to you to express his gratitude. It’s true that through
your help, he succeeded, but that doesn’t mean that you
should bind him to you. In fact, it is good if he does not
come. You should discourage people from coming.

You should be the same way with your children and wife
as well. You should not give them the impression that after
you are gone, there will be chaos. Even when you are alive,
you should give them the freedom which will make them
believe that they will be able to stand on their own two
feet. In other words, avoid giving the impression that if
you cease to exist, the members of your family will come
to grief. Nobody is indispensable, least of all, you. When
Sri Rama left, the world didn’t collapse. Lord Krishna left,
Gandbhiji passed away, but the country is still here, the
world continues to exist. If the members of your family
feel that they can get on with life without you, then you
have been a successful head. The sooner you give them
independence, the better. And because of the independence
and detachment, they will be able to do things without
consulting you. As a result, they will be able to stand on
their own feet when you are no more. This is very
important. Therefore, you should be happy when your
children don’t consult you; they’re becoming independent.
Furthermore, you will have time for yourself. Why should
you let others pass on their worries to you? Don’t bind
people to yourself, and don’t bind yourself to others.
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As you grow older, you realize that you have no control
over anyone - sometimes, even yourself. Gandhiji was
selfless. He was extraordinary in so many ways, but
surprisingly, his control over his own children was not as
great as it was over the country. One of his sons hated
him; he died a beggar in Mumbai. His hatred for his father
was such that he went about telling all kinds of nasty things
against him. Gandhiji did all possible things to change him,
but nothing worked. Why such a thing should happen, we
do not know. Sri Ramakrishna’s nephew was very similar
to Gandhi’s son - the young man who was staying with
the saint for some time, would insult him in public. He
would say all kinds of things against the saint, and devotees
used to complain against him to the Paramahamsa. Sri
Ramakrishna used to reply, “What can | do? You have to
learn to live with him. His nature is like that.” Why Sri
Ramakrishna chose not to transform his nephew, there’s
no explanation for that.

There is no point in advising people because after a
particular age, you have no control over anybody. How
can you have control over them when you have no control
over yourself? How can you expect people to follow your
advice when you yourself find it difficult to? On New
Year’s Eve, we all make resolutions. Sometimes, you tell
yourself that you will stop drinking coffee in the morning
or that you will stop reading the newspaper. These are two
minor changes in your life, but you find it difficult to carry
them out. If the coffee is delayed by a few minutes, you
become terribly upset; you want it as soon as you get up.
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This tells us how dependent you are on small things and
how difficult it is for you to change. If you find it difficult
to follow your own advice, how can you expect others to
follow yours? Why do you expect them to? Why do you
get upset when people don’t listen? It’s because you are
afraid. You think of the harm that could come to your
children if they don’t follow your advice, the harm that
could come to your family prestige, etc. Instead of being
detached, you begin to look at the problem from your
angle - it then becomes a question of your prestige, your
position in society, etc.

You are always thinking only of your family, your
culture, your country, and so on. But the world is a big
place; you have to think about everything. You consider
some countries as primitive because of your superiority
complex. What you eat is better than what other countries
eat. But those countries may consider us very primitive.
So, there is no way you can make a final judgment about
anyone. Therefore, if you have detachment, if you don’t
think in terms of me or mine, there will be a reasonable
peace of mind. You will act effectively because you won’t
worry about what other people will say when you offer
them the kind of advice that you feel they should be offered
- and once given, you won’t interfere, unnecessarily. You
will be merely doing your duty.

The Bhagavad Gita talks about this: Karmanye
vaadhikaraste, ma phaleshu kadachana. This is not a
spiritual statement totally unrelated to life. It is a statement
that is one hundred percent true. What is spirituality? It
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means having the right kind of relationship in our day-to-
day life. When your children don’t listen to your advice,
should you let them be? Have you done your duty as a
parent by merely advising them? This is what | have learnt
from my own experience. You can advise your children
once or twice on a matter. If they don’t follow your advice,
you should have the satisfaction that you have done your
duty. Don’t expect that they will listen to you all the time.
Your wife, who has lived with you for 20, 30 even 40
years, may refuse to listen to you on certain issues. Can
you force her? You can’t because she is another entity; she
wants to be free in her own way. If she says no to your
advice, then it is all right, you accept it. Acceptance, after
doing your duty is the important thing.

Spirituality is something that must be practised. For
example, you may say, “I have faith in God.” Just because
you say it, does it mean you believe in God? If you are
one hundred percent convinced that everything is
happening according to His will, you will be totally silent.
Not only mentally, but also emotionally. If something
happens, whether it’s good or bad, you will accept it. But
not all of us have reached this stage. Therefore, when
something good happens, you think it was because of your
ability. When something bad happens, you blame God, and
the lack of grace on his part. In other words, what is good,
you accept; when something bad happens, you blame God,
and say that he does not have eyes to see.

But if a person truly feels that nothing can happen
without His will, he will accept everything. This state of
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mind is something that only He can give. But even such a
person is sometimes forced to act very differently from
what he feels or thinks. Let me give you an example.
Suppose your son has applied for a job, and you tell
yourself, “Whatever has to happen will happen”. You firmly
believe in this. Then, you look around, and you find that
everyone else is getting some recommendation or the other.
For the sake of your son, you too get a recommendation
letter from a minister. You tell others, “He is the most
important minister in the Cabinet. So, | have taken his
recommendation.” You are confident that your son will get
the job. But he does not get it; later on, you find out that
even though this minister is powerful, the Chief Minister
himself was interested in so and so. You know what you
did was wrong, but the situation demanded it. In a situation
like this, you find it difficult to act the way you want to;
you end up acting in a way that contradicts your beliefs.
But there are some occasions when you do what you
believe in - even when people are telling you that it’s the
wrong thing to do.

I will give you an example. All my life, | have not gone
to anyone for my promotion, or anything else of matter
regarding my job - even when | was asked to approach so
and so. When | went to the States in September 1965, |
went alone. After going there, | wanted to bring my family.
Everyone said that | couldn’t because I didn’t have enough
money in my bank account. You had to have at least four
hundred dollars those days if you wanted to bring your
wife and children. My niece was there, and she said she
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would immediately transfer 600 dollars into my account
and I could get a certificate from the bank. “You send the
certificate to India, and the American Consulate will give
the visa,” she said. What | thought was, “This is not my
money. | would be lying to the Consulate by sending such
a certificate.” Everyone said, “Why are you worried?
Everyone is doing it.” I, however, was uncomfortable. |
took the certificate from my niece and wrote a letter to
the Consulate in Chennai saying: | want to bring my wife
and children here, but I am getting only two hundred
dollars a month as stipend. The stipulation is that I must
have at least four hundred dollars in order to maintain
myself. Maybe, your assessment is based on what an
average American does - he smokes, eats non-vegetarian
food, drinks, etc. | don’t do any of these things, so I believe
that my family and I can live on two hundred dollars. On
the basis of this letter, if you grant the visa, | will be
grateful. Otherwise, it is all right. I didn’t enclose the bank
certificate. | sent a copy of the letter to my brother-in-law,
and he was very upset. He gave the letter to my student
who worked in the passport office. The student went to
the Consulate and spoke to the people there. The Consul
said he had also received my letter and requested that my
wife come and see him.

The Consul asked my wife a number of questions. Then
he said, “I have received a very interesting letter from your
husband. He says that he is getting only two hundred
dollars, and he wants his wife and children to come. Do
you think he can manage?” She said, “I have not been to
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the States, but if he says he can manage, he can manage.”
The Consul smiled and said, “I am issuing the visa because
your husband is honest. We get a number of letters from
the US saying | have this much bank balance. We know
how the bank balance is got. If | had got a letter like that,
| wouldn’t have issued the visa. But your husband has been
absolutely frank, and that has moved me. So, and | am
issuing the visa.” The visa was immediately issued.

Sometimes, when you act in the right way like this, you
may have to go through a lot of difficulties; but through
all these difficulties, there will be an undercurrent of peace.
The satisfaction that you get out of this is more than the
satisfaction that you’ll get when you do something wrong.
When you do something which you think is right, when
you tread the correct path, you must remember that it is
He who is making you do this. Your intelligence has
nothing to do with it. If you are good even for a few
minutes, you must be grateful to God.

Yatrai vayatraiva mano madeeyamtatraivatatraiva tawa
swaroopa.

Yatrai vayatrai vashiro madeeyam tatrai vatatrai
vapadad vayamte.

That’s why we say, “O Lord, | can’t prostrate before
you; so, wherever my head is, you put your feet. | can’t
think of you; so, wherever my mind wanders, you show
your swaroopa.”

What God will give you is the kind of mind that will
accept everything as His will. The greatest thing about God
is that He will give freedom, and He won’t come and
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bother you every minute. You think that you have the
freedom to everything. It takes you a long time to realize
that He has been behind everything that’s happened in your
life. The moment you accept everything as His will, you
no longer want to control others. You like freedom, and
you would like to give the same freedom to others. In fact,
in life, we realize that we like the company of people who
give us this freedom. And so, to your family members and
to other people, you must give the same freedom you want
for yourself. Do not interfere too much; leave them to
themselves, and do not give advice unsought. When it is
sought, you must give your suggestions. You should not
bind people to you. When they come to you, they must
have a sense of joy that they will not be bound. All this is
possible only through His grace.

* % %
Imprisoning God
D. Samarender Reddy

We seem to love bricks and mortar
More than bones, muscles, and sinews
And jail our gods in mosques and temples
If at all you want to imprison god
What better place than your own heart
When thus your heart is full of love
You will care little for bricks and mortar.

* k% %
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Kaavyakantha’s Chatvarimsat
V. Krithivasan

Verse 37

<4l ARBRI Gl BrasT- el

<dl AR srgeTere T awbd AeHwos |

T FRIEYRY ISR ARREl U™

fasaramd wRgHE | i wilg & e |

Devee shakthiriyam drishoh shritajana-dhwanta-
kshayaadhyaayinee

Devee shririyam ambujaakshamahishee vakthre
sahasracchade

Devee brahmavadhooriyam vijayate vyahaaragoodhaa
paraa

Vishvachaarya mahaanubhaava ramana tvaam stautu
kah praakrutah
Word Meaning:
devee: mother; shakthi: power; iyam: here; drishoh: in the
eyes; shritajana: attached to; dhwanta: ignorance; kshaya:
ending; adhyaayinee: effecting; devee: mother; shrih:
Lakshmi; iyam: here; ambujaaksha: Vishnu; mahishee:
consort; vakthre: in the face; sahasracchade: thousand
petalled; brahmavadhooh: consort of Brahma, Saraswati;
vijayate: victorious; vyahaara: utterance; goodha:
concealed; paraa: supreme; vishvachaarya: universal
teacher; mahaanubhaava: Great One!; ramana: Oh
Ramana; tvaam: you; stautu: may praise; kah: who;
praakrutah: ordinary.
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Verse Meaning

There is Goddess Durga present in Thy eyes for
dispelling the darkness of ignorance of thy devotees. Thy
face, resembling a thousand petalled lotus flower, glows
with the grace and brilliance of Lakshmi. Thy words
contain the transcendental secret lore of Saraswati.
Preceptor of the worlds! Ramana the Great! How can a
mere mortal sing Thy glory?

This verse was composed by Kavyakantha on the
Jayanti day in 1923. This was an extempore composition.
As the Ashram was making preparations for the special
day, Kavyakantha, who was away from the Ashram for a
few months, entered the old hall. Bhagavan Ramana was
seated on the couch in his usual posture and was deeply
absorbed, as was his wont on such special occasions.
Kavyakantha was overwhelmed at the glorious visage of
Bhagavan Ramana; Bhagavan’s face was glowing with an
extraordinary lustre, more than usual. Then and there,
Kavyakantha composed this verse, which was later
included in the forty verses in praise of Bhagavan Ramana.

Kavyakantha says here, that all the three Shaktis
mentioned in the scriptures, namely, Jnana Shakti
(Goddess of Wisdom, Durga), Icchaa Shakti (Goddess of
Wealth, Lakshmi) and Kriya Shakti (Goddess of Action,
Saraswati) were having their benevolent presence in the
form of the Maharshi. No one needs to go elsewhere to
look for these all-encompassing attainments that a man
usually prays for.
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But the keyword in this verse is the term
“Vishvacharya”, Preceptor of the Worlds. Who else but
Bhagavan Ramana qualifies for this grand epithet? If we
compare the devotees to students, we can say that
Bhagavan Ramana was handling several classes, from the
infant to the highest, simultaneously and silently without
causing disturbance to any one, and every student was kept
ever busy. People can memorise some texts and quote them
freely and exhibit their learning. But can they attend to the
needs of the individual sadhakas, and do what is necessary
according to their spiritual growth? Can any master bring
about a revolutionary change in the students by making
his inner power to flow through the devotees? Bhagavan
Ramana did all these things silently, without calling himself
a guru or an acharya. Bhagavan Ramana’s activity and
help was mostly in the spiritual plane, and in the most
effective internal way. This one-man university did not even
require for one to be in his presence for learning to happen.
Students could remain where they were and still continue
to be guided. Bhagavan Ramana used to say,
“Tiruvannamalai is where you are!” What an extraordinary
proclamation! And spiritual aspirants, the world over, were
receiving his continuous guidance. Distance and space
were never a limitation. And neither was time. This is a
university that will never close down! As long as the jivas
long for unbroken happiness, they will eventually find their
way to his teachings.
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In his book, Ramana Maharshi: the Crown Jewel of
Advaita, John Grimes puts forth this idea very
eloquently,“What were Ramana’s contributions to
philosophy? He blazed forth anew the path of Self-enquiry.
Through it, anyone, at any place or time, can attain Self-
realization. No one is excluded. No one is too low or too
high, too small or too great for this path. Even as Ramana’s
presence was always accessible to all, so were his teachings
meant for the good for the entire world. His life and
teachings were an incredible confirmation of both the
Upanishadic teachings and the teachings of Advaita
Vedaanta. However, in an interesting twist in this instance,
Ramana’s teachings are the primary revelation; the
teachings of Upanishads and Advaita Vedaanta are of
value because they are found to be in accord with
Ramana’s teachings!”(Mountain Path, Book Excerpt,
October 2010)

Bhagavan Ramana’s teachings radiated from his
perennial experience of the Self. In the Ashtotram,
Viswanatha Swamy says, avichyutanijaprajnah, which
means ‘One who never slips out of the Ultimate
Consciousness’. Hence his entire life itself became his
teachings. He demonstrated in his life, the truth of advaita.
He revealed how it is possible for a sage to be in this
world, but not of it. He demonstrated how a jnani acts in
this world. All the descriptions of a jeevan mukta, given
out in Viveka Chudamani by Adi Sankara, or the qualities
of a stitaprajna, mentioned by Lord Krishna in the
Bhagavad Gita, or for that matter, about the enlightened
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soul in all the scriptures of all the religions the world over,
fitted Bhagavan Ramana perfectly. He was able to give
precise explanations for the apparently puzzling or
contradictory or abstruse statements in various religious
scriptures, spontaneously and effortlessly, because he was
anchored at the very source of all knowledge.

The poet uses a phrase vyaharagoodhahparaa while
referring to Goddess Saraswati as being present in the
Mabharshi’s words. In our sacred scriptures, speech is
divided into four stages — para, pashyanti, madhyama
and vaikhari. The spoken word is vaikhari. Before the
spoken stage comes, madhyama, the ‘middle’ stage, which
refers to the thought-form corresponding to the spoken
word. It is mental speech as differentiated from audible
speech. Before madhyama, is the mystic stage called
‘pashyanti’, where the word is “seen or visualised” in the
inner vision, especially of rishis or yogis. All the Vedic
mantras are produced from this inner vision of the sages.
That is why the rishis are known as ‘mantra drashtas’.
At this stage, the words are conceived intuitively. And the
foremost stage is called ‘paraa’, the unmanifest seed of
sound, the secret womb of silence. In the case of Bhagavan
Ramana, the poet says that Saraswati Herself manifests as
para-vak; all his utterances have the authority of the Vedas.

It is said that the utterances of the sages are so rooted
in the Supreme Truth that meanings attach themselves to
their words (vaachamarthonudhaavati); they do not first
look for a meaning to be conveyed as happens in the case
of ordinary mortals. Events unfold as per their utterances.
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How | came into the fold of Sri Bhagawan
Smt G. Naga Rajeswari
(Continued from previous issue)

Sometime back, when our son was in India, he expressed
a desire to visit Tiruvannamalai. Though he was not
keeping well, we could not say ‘no’ to him, and started
that very day and reached Tiruvannamalai the next
morning by 6 A.M. Since we had not planned the trip,
we did not have confirmed accommodation. Reaching the
Ashram, we sat down on the steps near the office. Around
the same time, the wife of the President returned from the
U.S. We were aware that she had gone to America. She
was walking towards us, and on seeing us sat down and
enquired about our arrival, and we explained about our
unplanned visit because of our son. She immediately
arranged accommodation for us speaking to some office
staff there. It is all Sri Bhagavan’s Grace!

When we were travelling around India visiting all
ashrams, we paid a visit to Sri Anandashram of Swami
Ramdas. While returning to Hyderabad, we did not have
confirmed train reservations. Sri Yugandhar Rao garu was
also there with us. After reaching Madras, we got into a
special train bound for Vijayawada. As there was no
reservation, we had to travel standing all the way to
Vijayawada. | was totally exhausted; too tired even to sit.
| told my husband that we would take rest in a hotel for
the night and start for Hyderabad the next day. But, when
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we reached Vijayawada, we found that the Calcutta-
Hyderabad train was standing on the next platform. It was
running 6 hours late. Normally that train would be jam
packed. But that day, the train was nearly empty. We were
greatly surprised. It was a miracle.Though Sri Yugandhar
Rao said that there was no need to buy any tickets as the
train was totally empty, we purchased the tickets and
reached Hyderabad very comfortably.

We went to Madurai once. Due to apprehensions
related to hygiene, we were hesitating to eat in public
places. A lady approached us and told us that nearby there
was a place where they serve good food in a clean
environment. We went there and as we entered, we found
a large photograph of Sri Bhagavan.We felt that Sri
Bhagavan had called us to feed us. Similarly, when we
were in Haridwar, we checked into an Ashram. In the hall
down below, there was a book stall. I went there to browse
and | found one on horoscopes. | am a greatly attached
to that science, and as | was going through the book, I
saw the horoscope of Sri Bhagavan. | was filled with great
joy and was full of wonder. | felt that Sri Bhagavan was
saying, “l am there wherever you are!” Whenever we said
that we were devotees of Sri Bhagavan, people always
treated us with great affection and respect.

On a particular occasion when | was in meditation, | had
a vision. Sri Bhagavan was standing opposite the first door
of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad. But | was able to see
Him only upto His waist. | saw Him as an idol, nine feet
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tall. 1 was wondering as to why Sri Bhagavan was standing
like that, and for whom He was waiting. As | was thinking
like this, we got a phone call. The news was that Sri
Krishna Reddy garu of Warangal had discarded his body
that day after a week of fasting (prayopavesa). He was a
yogi of a high state. He spoke in the Kendram on several
occasions. | felt that Sri Bhagavan would have come to
take His devotee away — that must have been the meaning
of the vision | had.

We developed such an attachment to Sri Ramana
Kendram that we dearly wanted devotees to have the same
experience and bliss when they visit the Kendram as they
otherwise would have experienced by visiting Sri
Ramanasramam. The simplicity and sacredness that our
Kendram has will not be seen in other kendrams.The lack
of ostentation is unique to our Kendram. This uniqueness,
in my opinion is attributable to the meditation which the
devotees plunge into on the third Sunday. That meditation
is charging our Kendram with the spiritual force that
devotees experience. Usually, other Kendrams have some
person or the other as the deciding authority. Activities
are carried out under the direction of one person. Our
Kendram is different. If at all there is a deciding authority
for our Kendram, it is only Sri Bhagavan. This is the
greatest asset of Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad. This
was repeatedly stressed by Dr.KS in his talks. The same
principle is continuing today as it was in his time. Our
Kendram was established by Dr.KS, but he always
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remained anonymous, and acted as a non-entity. Even now,
we do not see anybody who behaves as if the Kendram
belongs to him or her. If somebody acts like that, we have
to conclude that the person is yet to evolve. Though Dr
KS attempted to shape the Kendram as a simple
anonymous body, it has attained its own status of repute.
We are so happy and contented to be associated with the
Kendram. Due to old age, we are unable to visit the
Kendram regularly. However, the monthly journal Sri
Ramana Jyothi gives us a lot of satisfaction and joy. We
keep waiting for the next issue to arrive. It has become a
tonic to us in our old age.
Om Namo Bhagavate Sri Ramanaya!

The Human dimension
Of
Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi
G. Sri Hari Rao

To err is Human, to forgive is Divine.

The late Sri K. Krishna Murthy, fondly called Kittu or
Kittappa, was a student of the Vedapathasala of Sri
Ramanasramam. Born in 1927, he joined the pathasala in
1938, at the age of 11. After the completion of his studies,
he continued in the Ashram for 45 years, and rose to the
position of the chief priest. He passed away in October
1995. He had the great good fortune of rendering personal
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service to Sri Bhagavan, in addition to serving Him food
in the Ashram dining hall. In his reminiscences, he fondly
and reverently recollects the forgiveness of Sri Bhagavan
in respect of their childish transgressions during his student
days.

While Niranjananda Swami looked after the students of
Vedapathasala with great care and affection, he was a very
strict disciplinarian, and enforced all the rules and
regulations with an iron hand. The children were not
allowed to go anywhere, including to their home towns -
even during festival times, leave alone granting permission
to go to a cinema.

But boys that they were, the temptation to watch a good
Tamil movie was too strong to overcome for the
youngsters. The Ashram gates used to get closed at 9 P.M.
The boys used to sneak from goshala side, cross the
PandavaTheertham and the cremation ground to go to the
movie theatre for a late night show. They used to return
again by the goshala side at around 2 A.M. They were
always apprehensive of being seen by Sri Bhagavan as He
came that side at that time for answering the call of nature.
On a particular occasion, they saw Sri Bhagavan walking
towards the goshala. They were terrified, and quietly
slided past Him. Sri Bhagavan simply nodded His head,
smiled and went on His way.

Returning at that late hour, they could not wake up early
in the morning at 5 AM to be in time for Vedaparayana.
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Attempts of devotees to wake them up also failed. They
simply kept mum when questioned by Chinna Swamy
about their absence from Parayana. The matter was also
brought to the notice of Sri Bhagavan. He merely said,
“May be, they overslept!”, but did not give the boys away.

The compassion of Sri Bhagavan is boundless, and his
ability to forgive is divine. Sri Kittu remembers with deep
gratitude the several dimensions of Sri Bhagavan — the
most important of which were His samatva bhava and
His sense of humour.

[Source: Reminiscences of Sri K.Krishna Murthy
recorded by Mangalam Kalyanaraman and translated by
Suresh Natarajan — You Tube]
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