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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in September 2020
1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3. 12" September (Every 2" Saturday of the month) Uma
Sahasram recitation from 12.00 noon - 5.00 p.m.
4. 1% September - Bhagavan's Advent Day.
5. 13" September - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.00 p.m.

(Devotees may please note that due to Social distancing, satsangs
are being held online. For details please contact Kendram Office)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Inside the Jaws of the Tiger
(Talk 80)
Dr.K.Subrahmanian

When your child or grandchild has learnt a poem, and
wants to show off her knowledge, she may ask you, “Do
you know this poem?” In order to encourage the child,
you say, “No, | don’t know the poem. Please recite it for
me.” The child is very happy that she knows what you
don’t, and with great pride, she recites the poem. After
the recitation, she may once again ask, “You don’t know
this poem?” When you again say that you don’t, the child
is very happy that she knows something that you don’t.
She may excitedly tell other people about this, and you are
very happy. You do this for the simple reason that you want
to make the child happy. In other words, you pretend that
you do not know, and the child is very happy that she
knows what you don’t. She also has the feeling that now
she has recited it, you know all about the poem.

We do so many things for the people we love -
something that we don’t for others. Very often, when we
are in despair or in depression, we appeal to our guru or
God: “Can’t you see how much I am suffering? Can’t you
do something about it? You must open your eyes and see
what is happening.” If he is a living guru, he wouldn’t say,
“I know what is happening.” Instead, he would say, “Is
that so?” and ask you a number of questions. We have
the feeling that he does not know, and so, we pour our
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heart out to him. He doesn’t say anything; he merely
listens. When the guru does not say anything, we are hurt.
We think, “What is this? | said so much about my
problems. But he didn’t say he will do something about
it.” We then begin to doubt whether the guru can do
anything at all. Sometimes, we feel the guru is a myth
because we wonder how it is possible for another person
to do something for us when we are deeply distressed.
After sometime, we tell other people how we went to our
guru with a problem, but he did not say or do anything.
We tell people that it is pointless to go to a guru, and we
have to do something ourselves.

This is human nature - we think the guru does not know
what is going on. We are like the child who feels that the
father or the grandfather does not know the poem.
Suddenly, when we least expect it, we get some peace in
the midst of our problems. Because of our limitations, we
do not realize that the peace we get for some time is the
result of the grace of our guru. Even though we are in the
company of the guru, the problems may or may not get
solved. But we constantly think about what the guru can
do or cannot do. In all this, without our knowledge, we
think of our guru. And very rarely, we realize that it is the
guru who makes us think of him.

A mother will not talk to the child about the concern
she has for him. When we have great affection or love
for another, we don’t have to talk about it or write about
it at great length. The other person would know it. A real
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guru will not tell us about the great concern he has for us
- just as the sun does not tell us every day what it is doing
for us. The way the guru operates is something we can’t
describe in words. The moment we have unshakeable faith
in him, through his grace, we would never worry about
our problems the way we do now.

Why do we worry about the improvement of our soul
when we have a guru? We have accepted someone as our
guru; so it is his responsibility, not ours. Any change in
us, is a change brought about through his grace. The
moment we take on the responsibility, we tell ourselves
that we are doing it, and the sense of ‘I’ in us frustrates
all our efforts. So, leave everything to him; do not worry,
and accept everything as his will. The guru worries - he
is more concerned about our development than we
ourselves are.

This relation between guru and sishya is not something
we can explain to anyone. If one has a guru, and has
followed him over a period of time, one can’t tell people
what happened during that period because it is something
very personal. There is no way in which we can try to
describe the guru-sishya relationship in ordinary language.
There is nothing the guru cannot do; the guru is God
himself; he is the Self, he is grace. He is not something
outside of us. He is here, there, and everywhere, and is
not restricted to one particular form. Sometimes,
extraordinary things happen because of the guru.
According to the Vaishnava sampradaya, we may read
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books, we may read the Vedas and so on, but we can get
knowledge only from a guru. An acharya is very
important; mere book knowledge will not give us
experience.

Sri Ramanuja had a guru. Although he had studied a lot
of works, he felt he should get upadesa from a guru.
There is a niyama or discipline one had to follow in order
to get upadesa.Upadesa means following certain
restrictions; we can’t go to a guru and ask for upadesa.
In the past, one had to start on a pournami day. On that
day, one could have the normal quantity of food, but after
that, one had to keep reducing it so that on amavasya day,
one took practically nothing. Once again, one started
eating a little food so that by the next pournami, one could
go back to the normal intake. It all depended on the guru.
Before the guru gave upadesa, one had to undergo this.
The guru would then give the mantra most suitable to the
person on pournami or amavasya day.

Ramanuja wanted to have upadesa from his guru. He
had to walk from Srirangam to a place twenty miles from
Madurai. When he arrived there, the guru said, “You are
not ready, come later!” The guru tested him in this manner
eighteen times. Every time, Ramunuja fasted for fifteen
days before meeting the guru, and the guru told him to
come back later. But Ramanuja’s shraddha was such that
he did not give up. He said, “He is my guru. | can’t go to
someone else. | have to get upadesa from him.”
Ramanuja’s friends thought that the upadesa must be
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something extraordinary, since Ramanuja, who was very
knowledgeable, was made to undergo such hardship. They
felt that there was no hope for them. They told Ramanuja,
“Your guru must be very cruel. He has been sending you
back so many times.” But Ramanuja said, “I don’t know;
my guru knows best.”

The eighteenth time that he went, the guru was pleased
with his shraddha and gave him the mantra, which is the
most important thing. We may know the mantra, Om namo
Narayana, but according to sampradaya, we must get it
from the guru. The guru’s words have greater potency, so
we must be initiated by a guru. Ramanuja was very happy.
The guru said, “This mantra is going to make you happy
in this world, and also in the next world. It is a unique
mantra. You must keep repeating it. But you should not
reveal it to anyone. If you mention it to other people, or
give it to other people, then you will suffer greatly. Not
only that, you will go to hell. This upadesa is not for all.”
What the guru meant, of course,was that he could give it
to a competent sishya at the appropriate time.

What happened in the life of Ramanuja is very
interesting. He had great respect for his guru, and that is
why he went eighteen times. The thought of going to
another guru never occurred to him. Whenever Ramanuja’s
friends and admirers met him, they told him that once he
got the mantra, he should share it with them, so that they
too could benefit from it. Ramanuja would say, “Certainly,
I will tell you™.
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The day he got the mantra, Ramanuja said to himself,
“The guru said it is a powerful mantra, and that it will give
me shreyas in this world, and in the next. But he also said
I must not reveal it to other people or I will go to hell.”
Imagine the extraordinary tension Ramanuja must have
had! He did not want to reveal the mantra to everyone
and be charged with guru droha. But Ramanuja also felt
that if it was such a great mantra, and that if everyone
knew it, then they too could be happy in this world, and
in the next world. He said to himself, “I will reveal this
mantra to all these people.” Again, he felt that he should
not betray his guru, since guru apachara is the gravest
apachara. He must have gone through all these thoughts,
and it must have been a torture for him before he reached
a decision. His friends and admirers were waiting for the
mantra that he had told them he would reveal once he got
it. After a lot of mental torture, he climbed up the roof of
the temple, and said, “Everyone come here! | am going
to give you a message that is going to make you happy -
not only in this world, but in the next world as well. This
is what my guru told me.” And then, he revealed the
mantra to all the people gathered there.

Some people got the mantra. Human nature being what
it is, some went to the guru and said, “Do you know what
your sishya has done? He has revealed to all of us the
mantra that you gave him. We know that according to the
shastras it should not be revealed to everyone.” The guru
became very angry and rushed to the temple where
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Ramanuja was. He said, “I never thought you would betray
me like this. I gave you the mantra because of your
shraddha. | also told you that if you revealed it to anyone,
you would undergo a lot of hardship, and you might even
go to hell if you uttered the mantra in the presence of
others.” Ramanuja said, “l bow to you - you are my guru.
| have disobeyed you. | know I will go to hell. You may
ask why 1 did what I did. In all humility, | want to tell you
that when | learnt the mantra, | was very happy. You told
me that | would be happy in this world and in the next
world. I then thought that if it is such a powerful mantra,
| should share it with other people, and | should not keep
it to myself.”

The guru said, “For what you have done, you will go
to hell.” Ramanuja said, “My Lord, it occurred to me that
if | reveal the mantra to the whole world, 1 would go to
hell. Then I thought that if so many people in this world
can become happy - happy not only in this world, but also
in the next - and if | alone go to hell, it doesn’t matter.
Only I would go to hell, but the rest of the people would
go to heaven. This thought gives me more satisfaction. |
know what | have done, but you must forgive me. This is
the thought that came to me.”

The story goes that the moment the guru heard
Ramanuja, he said, “I was angry with you, but now I realize
what an extraordinary sishya you are. You don’t mind
going to hell, but you mind if other people go to hell!” It
IS important to remember this, because we only remember
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that Ramanuja disobeyed the guru. When we look at the
whole thing, we understand that there are so many ways
in which the guru guides us.

If Ramanuja is considered an extraordinary person, it is
because of the way he disobeyed his guru. We normally
don’t think highly of a person who disobeys his guru; but
here is an instance of someone disobeying his guru because
he was more interested in the happiness of other people.
In such a context, we must realize, that the individual is
greater than the guru. It is only a guru who can do such a
thing. A guru doesn’t consider anything inferior or superior
when it comes to his relation with the sishya. He doesn’t
mind humiliating himself in the interest of the sishya.

In the Mahabharata, when Arjuna and Duryodhana went
to see Sri Krishna, Krishna said, “There are two things |
can offer - | can give my army or | can just give myself.
However, | won’t take up arms.” Duryodhana asked for
the army, but Arjuna said, “It is enough if you are with
me.” That is how Krishna became Arjuna’s sarathy. Even
when we think of the word Parthasarathy, we are deeply
moved. The Lord of the Universe had no hesitation in
being referred to as Parthasarathy or the driver of Arjuna’s
chariot. Would we do that? We want to sit in the back
seat of a car because we want to be considered superior
to the driver. But Krishna agreed to be the sarathy.

When Bheeshma heard this, he said, “I take the pratigna
to make Krishna take up arms.” We all know how
ferociously Bheeshma fought. Arjuna and Yudhishthira

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,40, ISSUE-9 37 HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER-2020




understood that there was no way they could win the war
as long as Bheeshma was alive. On the day the war became
very fierce, as Bheeshma marched towards the Pandavas
with great ferocity, Arjuna and Yudhishthira became
nervous. At that time, Krishna got down from his chariot
and walked towards Bheeshma with his shankha and
chakra. Yudhishthira ran after Krishna. Bheeshma thought
to himself, “O Lord! I would like to be killed by you. There
can’t be anything greater than that. 1 would consider myself
very fortunate if I am killed by you.” Bheeshma bared his
chest, ready to receive the arrows of the Lord. But
Yudhishthira reminded Krishna of his pratigna that he
would not take up arms, and so Krishna smilingly returned
to the chariot.

When Bheeshma fell, he waited for uttarayana on a bed
of arrows. After the war, Dharmaputra said, “I don’t want
to rule the kingdom. | have lost everybody.” Krishna said,
“It was your duty; you must rule the kingdom.”
Dharmaputra said, “I don’t know anything about statecraft.
I don’t know how a king should rule his people.” Krishna
said, “I can’t tell you. But there is a person who will tell
you, and he is Bheeshma.” So, they all went to see
Bheeshma, and Yudhishthira asked Bheeshma for advice.
Bheeshma said, “Why are you asking me for advice? The
Purushottama, the Lord of the Universe is here - you ask
him.” Then Krishna with great karuna said, “I know I will
be remembered by people anyway; but I want people to
remember you, because you are one of the greatest men.
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There is nobody equal to you in vairagya.” The moment
he heard this, Bheeshma said to Yudhishthira, “Because
he is with you - talking to you and joking with you - you
all think that the Lord is like anyone of us. The person who
Is standing before you, who has been talking to us and
guiding us in so many ways, is no other than the
Purushottama, the Lord Himself. Please understand he is
not an ordinary person.” With tears in his eyes, Bheeshma
started talking about the great qualities of the
Purushottama as they all listened. That is the Vishnu
Sahasranama. That was the occasion when Bheeshma
poured out his heart.

The Vishnu Sahasranama is considered very important
because Lord Krishna listened to it at the time of its
composition. Afterwards, Bheeshma said, “You can never
understand the Lord of the Universe. His compassion for
his devotees is something | can never describe.” Bheeshma
was then asked what type of compassion he meant. He
answered, “The Lord is the servant of the devotee; he will
do anything for his devotees. He doesn’t worry about
anything. His one concern is that the devotee should be
satisfied with him.” Bheeshma then said, “When I heard
from Duryodhana that the Lord would not take up arms,
| told myself that somehow | would make him take up
arms. Krishna, of course, came to know all that. On the
day of the fierce battle, the Lord took up arms and walked
towards me. He did it because I had told him that I would
make him do it. So out of karuna for me, he did it.”
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Krishna did not mind being called a liar by other people;
he did not mind the insults that would be heaped on him.
He did what he did because his devotee wanted him to do
it. The point is, the guru will humiliate himself for the sake
of the sishya; he is not concerned about what others will
think of him. Talking about Krishna, Bheeshma continued,
“There has been no one like him; there will be no one
like him. Please do not think of him as an ordinary human
being because he moves with you so effortlessly. He
doesn’t frighten you in any way, but he is the
Purushottama.”

The story of Chandala, it is said, was a great lesson for
Shankara. Who was Shankara? Loka Shankara! Shankara,
from our point of view, demeaned himself in order to teach
us that however exalted we may be in our spiritual
sadhana, we must be careful. Maya will blind us. Just as
we tell our children, “I don’t know,” in order to give them
a sense of happiness, Shankara too, may have done that.
Gurus will do anything to let us know what is right and
what is wrong. They know, but they would not like to
frighten us with their knowledge. And so, the guru of
Ramanuja too behaved in that manner on account of his
great compassion for others. We might say that Ramanuja
IS certainly greater than his guru, but that is not the case,
because it is like saying that our grandchildren and our
children know much more than we do.

Gurukripa is something that one can’t understand. On
such occasions, we have to think of our own attitude to
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people we love - how we don’t mind demeaning ourselves
or even humiliating ourselves in the interest of their
happiness. If this is so at our level, how much more it
would be at the divine level!

Gurur Brahma gurur Vishnu gurur devo Maheshwara

Guru saakshaat para Brahma tasmai sri gurave

namaha.

There are so many stories about what the guru can do
if we surrender to him. There is nothing impossible once
we come under the influence of a guru. Whatever happens,
we feel it is happening because of the grace of the guru.
We will never say that the guru has no compassion or no
consideration for us. He will give us the attitude which will
make us accept everything as his will. As Bhagavan says,
“It is like getting in the jaws of the tiger.” Once we are
under the guidance of a guru, we cannot escape from him.
He is more concerned about us than a mother. Therefore,
he will constantly tell us that he is there, and that there is
nothing to worry about. Even though other people may
think there are a lot of problems, we will not think so,
because of his unbounded grace.

* k% %

""Do not ever worry. All will be well eventually
by Bhagavan's Grace. His unseen hand is
guiding us." — Dr. K. Subrahmanian
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Kavyakantha’s Chatvarimsat
V Kirithivasan
Verse 19
R T4 fARA] SOV A Bl B
TR ] W U7 uswH 49 & dgeM |
PIIAI 3R] faifEdl fami vem = &b wifdan
e TS b J 99 Bidad GHglerd |l
Vairaagyam tava vittam astu karunaam shaknoshi
haatum katham
Dooshyastestu samudyamah pitru pada dhyana ca kim
taadrusam
Kaamastestu vigarhitovinamataam rakshaa cha kim
garhitaa
Skandacchadma- manushyakimnu samayam kanchit
samudveekshase
Word Meaning:
Vairaagyam: dispassion; tava vittam: your wealth;
astu: be it so; karunaam: compassion; haatum :
abandon; katham shaknoshi: how can vyou;
Samudyamah: making (egoic) efforts to engage in
activity; Dooshyastestu: (maybe) blameworthy in your
eyes; pitru pada dhyanam: meditation on the Lord’s
feet; taadrusam: same category; cha kim: can it be;
Kaamaste astu: for your desires maybe; vigarhito:
condemnable; vinamataam: those who bow down to
you; rakshaa: protection; garhitaakim: (is it) to be
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disliked?; Skandacchadma- manushya: Oh Skanda in
human garb! samayam kanchit: (for) appropriate time;
samudveekshasekimnu: are you indeed waiting?

Verse Meaning:

Dispassion may be your wealth, but on that count, can
you withhold your compassion? For you, engaging in
activities may be blameworthy, but can meditation on the
Lord’s feet be classified in the same category? Let desires
be contemptible in your eyes, but on that score, can you
deny protection to those who worship you? O Skanda in
human garb! Why are you still waiting for a suitable time
(to shower your Grace)?

Kaavyakantha assumes the ‘bhava’ of a frustrated
sadhaka in this verse, appealing to the Lord Guru, “I do
know that I am full of shortcomings, but it is up to you to
remove them and make me fit enough for Liberation.
Please do not keep me waiting forever to receive your
Grace!” For our sake, Bhagavan adopts the same attitude
in his hymns to Arunachala. There are many verses in
Arunachala Akshara Mana Malai which have the same
bhava.

Arunachala, shining as my Guru! Free me from my
faults, and make me worthy of Thy Grace! (Verse 19)

How can You, the Sun of suns, hover before me like a
flower bee, saying ‘You are not yet in blossom, Oh
Arunachala?(\Verse 41).
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Be not like a mirror held up to a noseless man, but raise
me (from my lowliness) and embrace me, Oh Arunachala!
(Verse 81)

To be silent like a stone without blossoming, can it be
true Silence, Arunachala? (\Verse 87)

Kaavyakantha says here that to fulfil his mission on

earth, Bhagavan should accept us as we are, and lift us

up.
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The Human Dimension of Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi
Motherly Love
G.Sri Hari Rao

Sri T.K.Sundaresa lyer was a great devotee of Sri
Bhagavan, and was very intimate with him. Sri Bhagavan
used to address him endearingly as ‘Sundaresa’, contrary
to the honorofic terms with which he always addressed
others. Sri lyer was a teacher by profession. After finishing
his school duties, he used to spend most of his time in the
Ashramam attending to various jobs there- literary and
administrative.

For some particular reason, Sarvadhikari was very
annoyed with him once. Sri lyer was very nervous and
restless because of this unpleasant episode. He could not
take his dinner also. The next day morning, though very
tired and hungry, he told Sri Bhagavan that he had to go
to town since some students would be waiting for him. Sri
Bhagavan was preparing idlis then. Sri Bhagavan smilingly
told him that his bluff was called, as it was a Sunday and
there would be no teaching work for him. With Motherly
attention, Sri Bhagavan told him, “Come, | have prepared
special sambar for breakfast. Taste it.” Saying so,
Bhagavan spread a leaf plate, heaped it with idlis and
sitting by his side started cracking jokes and telling funny
stories to make Sri lyer forget his worries.This was Sri
Bhagavan’s compassion and Motherly Love for His
devotees!

(Source: At the Feet of Bhagavan, Sri T.K Sundaresa
lyer, Publisher: Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.)
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Prapatti Astakam
(Composed by Sri Jagadeesha Sastry)
V.Krithivasan and Sneha Choudhury

Introduction

Where there is complete surrender, there is no one to
surrender to, for the heart has melted into oneness of love,
devotion and joy. In Aksharamanamalai, Bhagavan prays
to Arunachala to give him oneness, else, “this will melt into
an ocean of tears”. In another verse, Bhagavan says “O
Arunachala, you are the sea of compassion!” Even the sea
has boundaries, but the guru’s compassion and care is
without a boundary, limitless and infinite.

Jagadeesha Sastry came to Bhagavan at a very young
age, and was one of the few whom Bhagavan addressed
affectionately by name- Jagadeesha. In his mid-thirties, he
was diagnosed with cancer, and death was imminent. The
Prapatti Astakam was composed by him at that time, not
as a prayer to relieve him of his disease and getting cured,;
more, to express his gratitude to Bhagavan. It is said, that
there was a miraculous improvement in his condition.
Doctors were surprised that there was no trace of cancer
in his body, and he lived for another 39 years after this
incident.

Prapatti Astakam is a powerful prayer; it is a paean of
surrender at the guru’s feet, from a heart overflowing with
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devotion and gratitude. Words limit themselves to the
meaning as comprehended by an individual reader, yet,
even an average reader will be drawn to the beauty, and
the mellifluous flow of verses. The rhyme and repetition
of words make the recitation joyful, and the subject of
surrender comes before one’s eyes to fill the heart with
joy and happiness!

The verses:

gl SIfd g9el groeRierael fdgd gue |
AT AR YUel He] Tu-aelerg udel 14l
aavartapuryaam janitam prapadye paandyeshadeshe
vihritam prapadye |
shonaacalaprasthacaram prapadye bhikshum
tapahkleshasaham prapadye || 1 ||

avartapuryam: Tiruchuzhi, the birthplace of Bhagavan;
janitam: born; prapadye: surrender; pandyeshadese: the
country ruled by Pandyas, Madurai; vihritam:playful days;
sonachala:Arunachala; prasthacharam: arrival; bhikshum:
mendicant; tapah: austerities; klesha: physical afflictions;
saham: bear

One born in Avartapuri, unto Thee, | surrender!
Whose youth spent in Pandyadesha, unto Thee, |
surrender!
One who arrived in Arunachala, unto Thee, | surrender!
To that ascetic bearing the afflictions of Tapas, unto
Thee, | surrender!
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FRIGIeaH wel AR gavH g uuel |
HISAERYd Ul FimesratiE aue 11211
aabrahmakeemaantasamam prapadye jitaarisha
vargamaham prapadye |
sarvajnataasaarabhrtam prapadye nisseemakaaru
Gyanidhim prapadye || 2 ||

abrahma: right from Brahma; keeta: insect; samam:
equal; jita: to conquer; ari: enemy;
sadvargam: the six classes of enemies (kama, krodha,
moha, lobha, maatsarya and matham); sarva: all; jnana:
knowledge (wisdom); sarvagnyata saram: essence of all
knowledge; bhritam: filled; nisseema: without boundary
(infinite); karunaya: compassion; nidhim: treasure.
One seeing with equal eye on all beings, unto Thee,
| surrender!

One victorious over the senses, unto Thee, I surrender!
O, essence of all knowledge, unto Thee, | surrender!
Boundless Ocean of compassion, unto Thee, | surrender!
IC TUSAIG G Uuel fasanfdarnfd o vuel |
BITIBURHAIT Bl AeTBid Tuel 11311
asmaatprapancaadadhikam prapadye
vishvaadhikoktervishayam prapadye |
kaalagrahagraahabhayaapanutyai
krtaantashikcaak [tinam prapadye || 3 ||

asmaat: our; prapancha: universe (made out of
pancham- sat, chit ananda- manifest into naamam and
roopam); adhika: going beyond, transcending; vishva:
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world; ukta- shruti: scriptures (that which is told);
vishayam: essence; kala: time; graha: captured/trapped;
grahabhaya: fear of death (at the jaws of the crocodile-
reference to Gajendra moksha); apanutyai: removal;
kritaanta: Yama (referring to the story of Markandeya who
sought refuge in Shiva); siksha: lesson; kritinam: one who
dealt/ carried out (reference to self-enquiry during death
experience).
One who has transcended the universe, unto Thee,
| surrender!
The repository of the shrutis and the scriptures, unto
Thee, I surrender!
Bestower of fearlessness from the throes of time,
unto Thee, | surrender!
Vanquisher of death through keen enquiry, unto
Thee, I surrender!

(to be continued)

Pundit and Peasant
Professor K. Swaminathan

Once during a visit to the Ashram in the 1940s, | was
sitting outside the Old Hall with many devotees, facing Sri
Bhagavan who was reclining on a couch. A group of
learned pundits were discussing certain passages from the
Upanishads with great enthusiasm and profundity. All,
including Bhagavan, appeared to be attentively listening to
this interesting discussion when, all of a sudden, Bhagavan
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rose from his couch, walked thirty meters to the north, and
stood before a villager who was standing there looking
lowly with palms joined.

Immediately, the discussion stopped and all eyes were
turned to Bhagavan and the villager standing at a distance.
They appeared to be conversing, but at such a distance,
no one could tell about what. Soon Bhagavan returned to
his couch and the discussion resumed. | was curious about
this villager and why Bhagavan had gone out of his way
to meet him. So, while the discussion continued, I slipped
away and caught up with him before he left the Ashram.

| asked the villager what he and Bhagavan had talked
about. He said that Bhagavan had asked him why he was
standing there so far away. “I told Bhagavan, ‘I am only
an ignorant, poor villager. How am I to approach you who
are God incarnate?’”

“What did the Maharshi say then?” | asked.

“He asked me my name, what village | was from, what

work | did and how many children | had, etc.”

“Did you ask Him anything?”

“l asked Him how I could be saved and how I could

earn His blessings.”

“What did He tell you?”

“He asked me if there was a temple in my village. | told
him there was. He wanted to know the name of the deity
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of that temple. I told Him the name. He then said that |
should go on repeating the name of that deity and | would
receive all theblessings needed.”

I came back to Bhagavan’s presence and sat among the
devotees listening to the learned discussion, in which I had
now lost all interest, realizing that the simple humility and
devotion of this peasant had evoked a far greater response
from our Master than any amount of learning.

| then decided that, though a scholar by profession, |
should always remain a humble, ignorant peasant at heart,
and pray, like that villager, for Bhagavan’s grace and
blessings.

(Source: The Maharshi Newsletter MAR/APR 2002)
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