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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in September 2021
1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 3'Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3. 3 & 30" September - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.30 - 7.30 p.m.

(Devotees may please note that due to social distancing, satsangs
are being held online. For details, please contact Kendram Office)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Time
(Talk 54A)
Dr. K. Subrahmanian

At the beginning of every year, we wish each other,
“Happy New Year”. This is a convention that is observed
by many people in different parts of the world. Every
culture has its own New Year; as to when it’s celebrated,
it varies from culture to culture, from nation to nation. We
have the Telugu New Year day, the Tamil New Year day,
etc. This year, on 1 January, we said, “Wish you a very
happy 1993.” The year 1993, of course, is with reference
to the Christian calendar. The world has been in existence
for millions of years, but we have chosen a particular
calendar for our calculations. The other thing is, we talk
about 1 January, but there is no such thing as 1 January.
We say, 365 days roughly make a year, and when the 365
days are over, we wish one another a Happy New Year.
Every year, we think that this new year will be better than
the previous one. It is our sincere wish that we should have
a happy new vyear, but we know in our heart of hearts,
there is no such thing as a completely happy year or a
completely unhappy year. What is a year? It is man-made;
we have created it. For the sake of convenience, we say
365 days make a year. Similarly, the months, the days and
dates are our creation. For example, is there something like
15 January in real life? No, there isn’t; it is just a
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convention that we make use of. In fact, many people don’t
know what January is. If you go to villages, they don’t
talk about January, February, etc. They have a of concept
of time that is very different from ours. What is it that they
have that we don’t? While we have to look at the watch
to tell what time it is, a villager will be able to tell you the
approximate time by looking at the stars and the sun.

Imagine the first man. He doesn’t know anything about
life on this strange planet. He sees the sun first thing in
the morning; in the afternoon, the sun is very hot, and then
in the evening, when the sun sets, there is darkness. And
then again, at dawn the next morning, the sun rises. We
must put ourselves in the position of the first man who
saw the sun rise. For years, for centuries, our actions were
based on the presence or absence of light. When there was
light, we worked; when there was no light, we slept. It
was only after we got the facilities we have today that we
thought of working through the night - which we would
never have thought of doing several hundred years ago.
In fact, in the cities, there is no difference between day
and night. Just look at the train services, the plane services,
and so on.

The ancient sages and saints of our country have written
beautifully about the sunrise and the sunset. The two events
are both a true miracle; unfortunately, today, we have taken
them for granted. Centuries ago, each day would have been
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seen as a miracle - moving from darkness to light, and then
back to darkness again. Our saints and sages also talked
about the time between darkness and light - both in the
morning and in the evening. This period of time just before
sunrise and just before sunset is sometimes to referred as
the twilight zone. During this period, it is neither
completely dark nor is it completely light; it is the interval
between light and darkness. This gap, between darkness
and light and vice-versa, is called sandhya. The word
sandhya literally means a gap; it is a kind of hyphen
between light and darkness. In all religions, there is a
prayer at sunrise, and one at sunset.

As man became more and more educated, he began to
feel the need to maintain a record of events. When you
become literate, your attitude to time changes; you begin
to think in terms of the past and the present. If we ask a
villager, “What time is it?” he will not say 3.45; he will
give an approximation. He will say, “between three and
four.” He doesn’t have the sense of time that we do; he
goes by the sun or the moon. When we become literate,
we want to be specific. So, what happens? We want to be
accurate; we want to pinpoint time. This is what has
happened to 1 January as well. Is there anything as the first
of January in real life? If you go to Africa, and ask a person
there about 1st January, he may say, “I don’t know what
1st January is.”
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Unlike years, days and dates, a month is a natural
phenomenon because it is based on the waxing and the
waning of the moon. If you go to a villager, and ask him
what day it is, he will tell you this is the fifth day or sixth
day after pournami or amavasya. Educated people will
have to refer to the calendar to tell you whether it is
amavasya or pournami. A villager, on the other hand, will
be able to tell you without looking into anything, because
he doesn’t know how to read or write. So, his concept of
time is something related to nature. In the Ramayana and
the Mahabharata, and in all our early literature, there is
no reference to any date. Date is not an Indian concept.
When was Rama born? Rama was born on a navami, that
is why we say, Sri Ram Navami. Valmiki doesn’t say that
Rama was born on the 30" or 20™; he says Rama was born
on a navami, nakshatra Punarvasu, Chaitra maasa. Our
villagers talk about tithi, nakshatra and so on. So, this
concept of date is very recent, because in the Puranas we
don’t have dates, we have naksharatras.

As we have seen, the Christians have their own calendar,
and we Indians have our own. Within India, the Tamilians
have their own, the Telugu-speaking people their own, etc.

If there are different ways of looking at time, the
question is, what is time? Is there such a thing as time?
We talk about the present, the past and the future. The
extraordinary thing about the present is that, the moment
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| say the ‘present’, it is gone. We are no longer in the
present. There is no such thing as ‘present” because time
doesn’t stand still for you to say the present. The problem
with the past is that our ability to recall the past is rather
limited. For example, if somebody asks you to tell what
happened about five minutes ago, you choose certain
things to talk about. You are recalling the event from your
perspective - when you say this is what happened, this is
with reference to your consciousness. When you ask a
second person to describe what happened five minutes ago,
she may tell you something that is very different from the
first person. When you listen to people recounting an
accident, you are astonished that each one has their own
perspective of what happened. We don’t always come to
know what really happened. What does all this mean? Our
hold on the past is very slippery - we don’t always
remember everything that happened. We remember only
those things that are actually recorded in our
consciousness. Also, the past is conditioned by our likes
and dislikes. We may choose to ignore certain things, and
focus on others.

What is the future? The future is continuously receding
into the past. So, what is time? We divide time into the
past, the present and the future for the sake of our
convenience. Is there such a thing as the past, the present
or the future? Does time say, “I stop here, and you start
from there. Whatever happened before this point is the
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past, and whatever happens hereafter, will be the future.”
Now, | want you to imagine a time when there was no
literacy - when there were no books to read or any kind
of writing, whatsoever. If somebody asked you now,
“When did you get married?” you would be able to give
the precise date - say, 15 October 1992. We are able to
do this because we have records - and records are possible
because of writing. Suppose someone had asked you the
same question when there was no writing of any kind, the
answer would have been very different. You might have
answered the question in relation to the different phases
of the moon. In other words, the way we talk about the
past is determined by the conventional arrangements we
have adopted in the present.

In the past, when literacy was not so common, if you
needed information about something, you had to ask - in
other words, actually communicate with people. You had
to be sociable to do it. Nowadays, we get all our
information from books and other written sources. We
know a great deal about what’s happening in London,
without having to travel to London. Now, because of
literacy and the portable book, you can travel four or five
hours on a plane or train without having to talk to others.
In other words, the book has given you a kind of privacy;
it allows you to ignore the rest of the world. In the process,
you lose all track of time. When you talk to somebody,
you are usually conscious of time. When you are involved
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in a book that you find interesting, you are not conscious
of the passage of time. The same is true if you are in the
company of a person you like very much - you are not
aware of the passage of time. But when you are in the
company of a person that you don’t like, five minutes may
seem like an hour. This is because it is not real or physical
time; in these cases, what is happening is this, it is
psychological time. In other words, time is relative. What
iS one minute to a person, may be one hour to another,
depending on the attitude of his mind.

And therefore, what is time? When we take up any
work, but we don’t pay full attention to it - part of the
mind is in the past, and part of the mind is in the future.
We think of what happened in the past, and we are afraid
of the future. That is, we failed in the past, and we are
afraid that we will fail in the future as well. And therefore,
instead of paying attention to the present, we are paying
attention to the past which is nonexistent. The past is the
mind’s creation; and as for as the future, it is unknown.
In fact, when we think about this intently, we realize that
there is no such thing as the past or even the future. The
only thing that we are truly aware of, and tackle all the
time, is the now, the present. There is nothing we can do
to change the past or the future because we don’t know
what the future is. So, there is no point thinking about
them. Let us live in the present.

* % %
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Kaavyakantha’s Chatvarimsat
V. Krithivasan
Verse 36

faere R quil enf=T: GemeR AR

Rerygereral: quit erfts et Iganfdd T: |

geIdTd e 1 afes wvam

AU WA Bl 91 | TR Ydo

vishada hasite poorna shantih sudhakara sodare

sthirapruthalyoh poorna shaktih drusho ratularchishoh

hridayakamale nitya nishta bahishcha saratprabhe

ramana bhagavan ko va mounee samastava bhoothale
Word Meaning:
vishada: bright; hasite: (in) smile; poorna: full of; shanthi:
peace; sudhakara: moon; sodare: Kin, related to; sthira:
steady; pruthalyoh: broad; poornashaktih: full of power;
drushoh: in eyes; atula: unequalled; archishoh: in radiance,
lustre; hridayakamale: in heart lotus; nityanishta: eternal
abidance; bahishcha: outwards also; sarat: flowing;
prabhe: splendour; ramana bhagavan: Oh Ramana
Bhagavan; ko vamounee: possibly which muni or sage;
samastava: equal you; bhoothale: on this earth.
Verse Meaning:

In your moon-like transparent smile, complete peace
reigns. Your large eyes are steady in their gaze, and
unequalled in their lustre. In the lotus of the heart, with
its lustre pouring outside as well, you are eternally poised.
Oh Ramana Bhagavan, who else steeped in silence, can
be equal to you on this earth?

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL 41, ISSUE-9 37 HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER-2021



Kaavyakantha mentions the unique qualities of Bhagavan
in exquisite Sanskrit poetry in this verse — fullness of peace,
incomparable smile, the power of his presence, his lustrous
eyes, his constant self-abidance, and the depth of his
silence. The smile of the Maharshi is like the coolness of
the full moon, clear, transparent, and shining. The moon
is called sudhakara, as according to legend, he is born out
of the Ocean of Nectar (Sudha). His rays pour nectar, and
so does Bhagavan’s peace-filled smile. There is tremendous
power in Bhagavan’s look; he can plunge anyone in his
presence into the very depths of one’s being, stilling the
mind. His eternal poise, his sahajanishta, has the
miraculous power to give those around him a taste of his
own state of bliss. The poet wonders if it would be possible
to find any muni who can be equal to Bhagavan.

Many devotees have described their amazing experiences
with regard to Bhagavan’s look. Bhagavan would turn to
the devotee, his eyes fixed upon him with blazing
intentness. The luminosity, the power of his eyes pierced
into one, breaking down the thought-process. Sometimes,
it was as though an electric current was passing through
one, sometimes a vast peace, a flood of light. One devotee
has described it: “Suddenly Bhagavan turned his luminous,
transparent eyes on me. Before that, | could not stand his
gaze for long. Now | looked right back into those terrible,
wonderful eyes; how long, | could not tell. They held me
in a sort of vibration distinctly audible to me.” Always, it
was followed by the feeling, the indubitable conviction, that
one had been taken up by Bhagavan, that henceforth he
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was in charge, he was guiding. Those who knew, would
perceive when such an initiation took place, but it would
usually be inconspicuous; it might happen during the
chanting of the Vedas or the devotee might feel a sudden
impulse to go to Bhagavan before daybreak, or at some
time when few or none would be present. The initiation
by silence was equally real. It entered into those who
turned to Bhagavan in their hearts without being able to
go bodily to Tiruvannamalai. Sometimes, it was given in
a dream, as with Natesa Mudaliar.

To be attracted to Bhagavan’s presence is itself the result
of merit earned in several births. Bhagavan himself once
said, “No one who comes here goes in vain. According to
their samskara, they will reach the next higher step.”

Kavyakantha used to say, “Bhagavan is the
personification of agni. To be in his presence is itself to
be in the midst of fire. Those who perform japa in the
presence of Bhagavan will feel unbearable burning
sensation within. The results of any act performed in a
sacred place will be pronounced. Similarly, for acts
performed in Bhagavan’s presence. Be cautious in your
japa.”

Talking about his constant self-abidance, a lady devotee
said, “Never before had I seen in a human countenance a
more intense, inward life, and yet, one which remained so
transparent and child-like. There was about him an
irresistible and indefinable spiritual power which simply
overwhelmed me.”
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About his matchless silence, another devotee has this to
say, “The Maharshi would briefly explain a concept; then
he would lapse into what | can only describe as a speaking
silence. In those eloquent silences that punctuated his brief
remarks, one seemed to feel unspoken thought flowing
around the room, touching and drawing everybody into its
illuminating course. That was a strange experience to me,
that in the presence of Maharshi, speech seemed redundant.
| was totally and blissfully satisfied just being in his
presence.”

Kaavyakantha has fully captured these remarkable
characteristics of Bhagavan in this beautiful verse.

Tales from Arunachalam: Part-1
Swagat Patnaik

Ever since my first visit to Arunachalam in 2019, | had
been longing to go back to the mountain for a longer stay.
The relatively slow-paced rustic nature of the town, the
pious nature of the people, and, the flow of gentle breeze
having touched the sacred mountain quieten our soul. In
many of these quiet moments, one is forced to wonder
what is it that pulls us here? What nudges us to
momentarily give up some of our countless desires in order
to seek Arunachala’s refuge?

As in the case of most people, 2020 proved to be
especially tough. The dread of the covid pandemic, along
with the pressures of working from home, had increased
my longing for a retreat of some kind. After a few months
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of discussions with a friend, we finally decided to visit
Tiruvannamalai in December, when the pandemic had come
down a little. Furthermore, we decided to travel to
Tiruvannamalai on my friend’s bike from Bangalore as that
would be more adventurous in comparison to our
lockdown days. Thus, with limited gear and some
excitement, we started our journey. Much of our bike ride
was quite uneventful. We stopped for refreshments; we had
odd discussions about our favorite topics and as usual, we
took unintentional detours. We did try to share the driving,
but we realized that | was not used to driving bikes on
the highway anymore. Thus, my friend did most of the
driving while I sat in the backseat mentally complaining
about the uncomfortable ride, watching the passing
countryside, and anticipating being in the presence of
Arunachala.

Interestingly, my friend did not share my excitement
about visiting Arunachala. Even though I had shared some
positive comments about the greatness of the place, my
friend did not relate to Arunachala. He was mainly
interested in the adventure of the bike ride and traveling
to a new place with some company. About four hours into
our journey, we were getting closer to Arunachala. The
evening air had become cooler and we could smell whiffs
of distant fresh rain. Further, owing to our physical
proximity to Arunachala, we both were in a better mood
and we grew more silent. | also started feeling the distant
reverberation of Arunachala. I was using the map
application, yet | kept staring at the mountains nearby,
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hoping to find Arunachala. Gradually, | noticed that | found
it hard to talk with my friend about mundane topics as a
strange quietude started engulfing me. All I could think
of was how | had been away from Arunachala for such a
long time, and it was only due to its grace that | had
returned to its extraordinary presence.

It was late evening when we reached Arunachalam and
checked into our hotel. I could feel the grand presence of
the mountain, but could only see its outline from my
window as that night was particularly dark. Even then, |
did not share my thrill of being this close to Arunachala
with my friend, as I did not wish to annoy him with my
over-enthusiasm. After a little rest, | freshened up and went
over to my friend to call him for dinner. | discovered that
he was still asleep and, as soon as | woke him, he said in
an oddly surprised tone that there indeed was something
mystical about the place. He said he felt this as soon as
his head hit the pillow. It was the first time that he
consciously felt a strange deep sense of peace due to the
environment. This was quite a revelation for him.

The next day, we started for the pradakshina in the
afternoon with a plan to visit the main temple on our way
back. As taught by the monk on my earlier visit, we started
the pradakshina after paying obeisance at the
ManakulaVinayakar Temple near Ramanashramam.
Furthermore, in order to be able to give dana during the
pradakshina, we had collected a lot of change. Each time
we came across someone in need, we would give
something and carry on. This slowed us down, but it also
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allowed us to interact with a lot of people on the way, as
we walked. We halted at all the Asta Lingams, paid our
respects, rested for a while in the coolness of the temple,
and moved on. Of all our visits to the lingams, Niruthi
Lingam was the most peculiar. The priest there was tall,
dark, and completely smeared in ash. It was a little
unnerving to be in his presence. His eyes were quite red,
and he didn’t talk. After going into the sanctum, he made
us all stand in a formation, performed an arti to the lingam,
and gave us the blessings personally. He kept his hand on
our heads, closed his eyes and mentally chanted mantras.
The experience was rather puzzling, and we both felt a
strange silence within. We came out of the sanctum a little
dazed, sat for a while in the shade, before continuing with
the pradakshina.

We continued walking at our gentle pace, while 1 tried
memorizing some of the milestones of the pradakshina.
During this time, my friend had become good at identifying
people in need, and was enthusiastically giving dana to
them. This continued till we reached the temple, where
much of our interest in the other people diminished. We
both were overwhelmed by the grandeur of the gopurams
and the atmosphere. We became calm, and absorbed the
moonlike coolness of the place. The many murtis, the
marvelous granite carvings, and the sheer vastness of the
place left us in awe. We queued up for the darshan of
Shiva and then Parvati. The bustle of the devotees, and
the architectural arrangement near the sanctum made us
restless in sweet anticipation. The anticipation was like a
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child’s excitement while playing hide and seek with his
mother. This restlessness culminated in great devotional joy
during the darshan. The lighted lamps in the otherwise
dark sanctum arrested our attention and put us in a blissful
state. It was only when the rush of people pushed us that
we became aware of the surroundings and walked out of
the sanctum.

In an instant, we forgot about the challenges of dealing
with the pandemic and the lockdown. Such was the fire
of Arunachalam, that in an instant, it destoryed our worries
about various uncertainties. We blissfully sat near the exit
gate, eating prasadam and thinking of our good fortune.
Thus, with a happy heart and a full stomach, we completed
the rest of our pradakshina. Interestingly, this pradakshina
was all the more inspiring for me, as | could also
experience Arunachala through my friend’s fresh
perspective. It reminded me of the many difficulties one
faces while beginning one’s journey of surrender and
inquiry. That day, | felt overwhelmed at the courage of
many seekers abandoning comforts and taking their initial
steps. | hope Arunachala keeps inspiring us all to take these
initial crucial steps every day.

Errata

SI.No.14 and 15 of the names of 'Executive Committee
2021-22', published in August 2021 issue may please be
corrected and read as Ex-Officio Members instead of
E.C.Member (as printed)

- Editor
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Purposeful Action
Sneha Choudhury

In his Spiritual Sharings, Shri V. Ganesan, gives pointers
to seekers.

“There are TWO practical methods to erase giving
importance to the “actor’:

1. Do not “re-act” to any action that takes place ‘in’,
‘by” and “around’ you. “Act”, but do not “re-act” !

2. Experientially, inwardly, and with certainty
understand that “things” and “actions” - ‘in’, ‘by’ and
‘around’ you - take place “THROUGH ” you and certainly
not “BY” ‘you’ ! Such a firm attitude leaves you
unaffected even while you are deeply involved in very
serious actions !”

Reactions are a result of impulsiveness; they are the
repeated and set patterns formed by us, over a period of
time. Examples of these can be found in our daily
behaviour.For example, feeling bad when the boss
reprimands us for shoddy work. Feeling bad does not give
room for further creativity, as we begin to wallow in self-
pity, criticizing the boss for being harsh and rude or trying
to justify the work, the time and energy put into it, and so
on. When we react in this way, wallowing in self-pity and
disowning our action, which we normally do, we are
following a pattern of repeated behaviour. This behaviour
needs no thinking, for we are re-enacting a pattern. It is
as impulsive as slapping a person back for having slapped
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you. It does not give room for any change in perspective.
In a way, we are looking back to the past opinion we had
of the boss, and we give ourselves importance for being a
victim of his moods. That is, we react to a situation in a
set manner.

On the other hand, “acting’ implies thinking, making best
of the situation, and salvaging the situation. It implies that
we give less attention to ourselves, and more to the
situation at hand. It implies that we do not take
responsibility for the situation, but enact our role in it. In
the same situation, the better action is to understand what
the boss said, how we have understood it, and take steps
to improve and re-do the assignment.

Spiritual life demands that we drop the patterns by
paying attention to our thoughts, actions and giving up the
feeling of ‘doership’. When we do that, we become aware
that situations happen through us, we do not create it, nor
are we responsible for it. Or rather, our responsibility is
only to the extent of our ‘role’ in it. It demands that we
pay attention to what is being said in the present moment,
not bring back into the forefront all that our mind has
stored up in its memory. When we break a pattern, we let
our inner being come out, ignoring the mind and its tricks.

It implies that we understand that we are a small part
of the overall canvas, and the artist is using us to add a
touch to his vast painting. In such awareness, we act with
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intelligence, and contribute to the beauty of creation, and
let things happen as they should.

“WAITING” is the ‘key’, if “Non-reaction” is to be
achieved and practised!”

Two intimate and powerful incidents that took place, in
the presence of Sri Bhagavan, gives us a glimpse of what
has been shared by Sri Ganesan.

Muruganar was staying inside the Ashram, having
regular food there. Suddenly, one day, he was asked to
leave the Ashram. He reacted and went to Sri Bhagavan to
report and added: “Bhagavan! Then, | have to beg in the
streets....” Calmly, Sri Bhagavan guided him which are the
streets in the town he should beg and which are to be
avoided. Muruganar instantly stopped “reacting”, but
plunged into the “act” of begging! He felt very happy!

MunagalaVenkataramiah was recording the TALKS that
took place between the devotees and Sri Bhagavan, in a
big bound notebook. One day, suddenly, he was asked
NOT to continue with the recording, which obviously irked
Munagala. He looked at Sri Bhagavan, pleadingly! HE
smiled at Munagala and guided him : “Take the notebook
to the office and hand it over to them!” Munagala “acted”
forthwith. Feeling happy, he obeyed Sri Bhagavan’s
commandment !

T.P. Ramachandra Ilyer asked Bhagavan:
“Bhagavan! The external life of action and involvement to
live daily in the World, is unavoidable both to the spiritual

aspirants and to the worldly people.”
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Sri Bhagavan: “Assuming importance to oneself, all men
strive for name and fame. Hence, they meet with
problems, strain and strife. One should clearly understand
that true Spirituality is not avoidance of actions, but
involving oneself in “action’ without giving importance to
oneself.

That is, one should be like a dust thrown into a rushing
flood, while indulging in “action’. The sense of being the
‘actor’ is to be given up and NOT the ‘action’ itself.”

Nothing Can Be Greater Than Your Grace

N V Gunaji was a devotee from Belgaum. On one of
his visits to the ashram, he entered the old hall, hoping
for Bhagavan’s darshan, but Bhagavan was not there. He
asked someone, and came to know that Bhagavan had
gone for his usual walk on the hill. A few minutes later,
Bhagavan came back from his walk and took his seat on
the sofa. Gunaji sat down in front of Bhagavan and went
into deep meditation. An hour passed in unalloyed joy!

Gunaji recited a Marathi poem from the Gnaneswari in
which Saint Gnaneswar addresses a prayer to his guru, and
asked Bhagavan to explain the meaning.

Bhagavan explained thus: “Mahadeva! If it is Your Will
to answer my prayers, please grant me these wishes: May
my ego be destroyed! Let me be rid of thoughts! Free me
from worldly illusion! Let my gaze be forever fixed on
You! Grant me pure joy, without any taint of worldly wants
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or sensory desires! | should dissolve into You like salt
dissolving in water, my Lord!”

As he listened to Bhagavan’s interpretation of the song,
Gunaji was overwhelmed with emotion. His eyes filled with
tears, and he felt that the only prayer to place before
Bhagavan would be to ask to be absorbed into Bhagavan.
He gazed at Bhagavan’s lotus like face. As if in response
to Gunaji’s unspoken prayer, Bhagavan sat up straight and
said in a loud voice, “Take it all! Take as much as you
want! Go inwards! Go inwards! Go inwards!” It was
verily a sight for the Gods!

(Source: Ramana Tiruvilayadal Tirattu)

How | came into the fold of Sri Bhagawan
Smt G. Naga Rajeswari

(Cont'd from August 21 issue)

We faced a frightening experience when we were in New
York, U.S.A. On the day when the World Trade Centre
was brought down, our son started for work at 6 A.M.
Our daughter-in-law dropped him at his office, and went
to a gas station. She called us from the petrol bunk, and
asked us to switch on the TV. When we switched it on,
they were showing all the chaos resulting from the attack.
People watching the TVs were under the impression that
a film shooting was going on. It did not occur to us that
the building which was collapsing was adjacent to my son’s
office. We were worried, but after a while, we got a phone
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call from our son. He said that they were being evacuated
to the other side of the river through a tunnel, and that
things are bad. The situation being very uncertain, he was
not in a position to say anything concrete. He wanted to
be picked up from the other side of the river around 4 P.M.
that day. Saying this, he put the phone down. Several
people had who called in the morning never returned home.
About 4000 people lost their lives. Our son returned
around 4 P.M. as if returning from a war completely
smeared with black ash. We did not cook our meals till 5
P.M. I clearly saw the boon granted by Sri Bhagavan
without our being aware of it. Several people left for the
world beyond, never to return. Sri Bhagavan brought our
son home holding his hand! How to understand His mercy
and compassion? How to describe it?

On another occasion when we were visiting our son in
U.S.A., our car was involved in a major accident. My hip
bone was fractured,and my husband’s shoulder was
dislocated. All the occupants were taken in ambulances and
admitted into different hospitals. When the accident took
place, I did not think of any of my people. | thought within
myself, “I wanted to die in Tiruvannamalai. Sri Bhagavan
is there. There are so many places there which | am yet to
see. Sri Bhagavan, do you want to bury me here? If | die
near you, some siddha will come and show me the path”.
| beseeched Sri Bhagavan not to end my life in U.S.A. |
was immobile for three days, and was discharged from
hospital only after a month. Exactly after a year, the very
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day I met with that accident, I could perform Giri
Pradakshina. On the evening of the following day, the
then Ashram President Sri Ramanananda Saraswati
(formerly Sri T.N. Venkataraman) sent his servant Sri
Shankar to call my husband. When my husband met him,
he personally showed us all the places that | had wanted
to see without my asking. What does it mean? Sri
Bhagavan is a witness to all our thoughts and He fulfils
them. Now, | cannot even walk to Ahobila Math which is
very close to our house; but | managed to complete the
Giri Pradakshina in two and a half hours on that trip. |
went into a trance while performing the pradakshina. It
was as if | were under the spell. | was amazed as to how
| managed to complete it. (to be continued)
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