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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in February 2025
1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 10" - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.00 - 7.00 p.m.
3. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

(BB SV S50 P S0, e- oS V@Y, 3,
8506080(G30 LR FoLI P B BOSHBEDEK)
(Readers are requested to kindly intimate the Sri Ramana
Kendram Office, their Phone Number and e-mail address)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Why Gandhiji and Bhagavan Never Met
Dr K Subrahmanian

Our faith gets strengthened whenever we listen to
someone talking about the numerous miracles that
happened to him or to the members of his family. We are
all human; so, whenever we are in deep trouble, we
become desperate, and pray to God for a miracle. When
it happens, sometimes totally and unexpectedly, we say it
happened because of the grace of God. We must remember
that the very fact we are alive is a miracle, and it is also
because of the grace of God. Bhagavan says that nothing
happens in this world without his grace. The moment we
are convinced about this, not only intellectually, but also
emotionally, then, we will accept everything that happens
as a result of his grace. Usually, however, it is only when
something good happens that we attribute it to the grace
of the Lord. When something bad happens,we believe,
quite wrongly, that God didn’t shower his grace on us.

If grace is associated with only something good, and |
believe that God is grace, then one day or the other, God
is not going to be gracious. If I fall ill, and everyone prays,
and | become all right, then everyone would say that it was
because of the grace of God. But one day, | will not
become all right, and I will leave the world. I will no longer
be available to talk of the grace of God. People, especially
those who were close to me, might say that God was
unkind for not taking care of me during my hour of need.
In other words, we associate the lack of grace with things
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we don’t like. On such occasions, we must remember what
Bhagavan and others have said about grace — everything
that happens is because of grace; it is something that is
always flowing. It is because of our limited mind we
consider certain things as good and certain things as bad.
However, the moment his grace is fully upon us, we will
accept everything that happens. The moment we do this,
again through his grace, then, there is no sorrow of any
kind, whatsoever; and there is also not the kind of
happiness that we have at the moment when something
good happens to us. We go beyond all this, and then, there
is only peace.

Sometimes, all of us would like to have shanti and not
do some of the things we are doing. We may say that we
want to be like the Maharshi — live in a place and not be
bothered by anything else. Some of us wonder why it is
that we are not able to retire completely. Now that is not
in our hands. We should realise that there is no way of
understanding how the divine power works. Bhagavan says
if we have to work, we will work; if we are destined not
to work, however hard we may try, we will not get any
work. It is not the question of doing something or not
doing something — the attitude is work or the absence of
work. Bhagavan says that if we put all our burdens on him,
he will get us to be involved in the work, and yet not be
involved. We will be used as an instrument by him.

There was a person in our midst, who worked from
three o’clock in the morning till nine o’clock in the night,
day after day, for years and years. He never had a weekend
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off or a holiday. He was perhaps the busiest man of the
century, and worked for the freedom of our country. He
was not an ordinary man; he was extraordinary in every
way; he was extraordinary in that, he admitted that he was
very ordinary. We are going to be celebrating his birthday
on 2 October. On the day when the entire country
celebrated the dawn of independence, Gandhiji was in West
Bengal, wiping the tears of the people who had been
affected by the partition. Bhagavan had realised himself at
a very young age; Gandbhiji, on the other hand, struggled
with himself till the very end of his life. That is, his was a
ceaseless struggle with the British, and with some of his
own tendencies. He had no private life of his own; not only
that, he admitted his mistakes, calling some of them
‘Himalayan blunders’. Only an extraordinary person would
do this. We, on the other hand, would like to give the
impression that we are better than we actually are. Even
though we got our freedom in 1947 because of Gandhiji,
in the very same year, in the months of October or
November, he was humiliated by the very people who drew
inspiration from him. Some of you may have read the
letters exchanged between Gandhiji and Nehru, and
Gandhiji and Patel.When Gandhiji made certain
suggestions, Patel and Nehru told him that as he did not
have any administrative experience, he should not interfere.
In one of the interviews he gave that year, Gandhiji said
that this was not the kind of freedom or the kind of India
he expected. The greatest man of the century, the man who
had absolute faith in God, said that he did not want to live
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any longer. He felt that if he lived any longer, he would
be a witness to even worse things, and he hoped that God
would be gracious, and remove him from the scene. His
prayer was granted.

Why do | say this? We all have such feelings from time
to time, and on those occasions, we must remember people
like Gandhiji who did so much for our country. If he had
wanted, he could have become the Emperor of India; all
the people in our country would have accepted him. He
could have been the Prime Minister or the President of the
country, but he did not want any one of these things.
Gandbhiji was extraordinarily active all his life, and was
involved in a variety of things.What is it that he was not
involved in? Politics, economics, education, social service,
religion — there is hardly anything he did not talk or write
about. Lord Ram was always in his heart. Bhagavan used
to talk about Gandhiji reciting Ram naam in his heart. In
other words, the spurana of Ram naam was there all the
time. It is because the spurana was in his heart all the time,
that when he was shot, he said, “Hey Ram!” You and |
would have screamed and shouted!

Sage Vashishta tells Rama, loke vihara Raghava. “O
Rama! Do not give the impression to other people that you
are different from them; behave like other people. Do not
give the impression that you are superior to others. Play
the role that you have to play in this world, but be detached
internally. Externally, you must appear to be enthusiastic.”
This is what Gandhiji did. Externally, he was very active;
but internally, he knew that he was not. Inspite of all the
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experiments that he conducted, he knew in the core of his
heart that God was closer to him than he was to himself.
This was both an intellectual and emotional experience. He
always maintained that everything happened according to
the will of God. Why is it that Gandhiji had to work so
hard and still not realise his dream? There is no answer
to this question. As far as Gandhiji was concerned, he did
his duty, and when the time came, he was removed from
the scene.

Gandhiji used to ask anyone who was dejected or
depressed to go to Ramanasramam and get their battery
charged. Sarojini Naidu, Rajendra Prasad and Jamnalal
Bajaj were some of the people who went there. Rajendra
Prasad was there for three days; he sat silently in the
presence of Bhagavan. One of the newspapers of the time
said that the interview between Bhagavan and Prasad
began in silence, continued in silence and ended in silence.
When Rajendra Prasad was about to leave, he asked
Bhagavan if he had a message for Gandhiji. Bhagavan
asked what was the need for a message when the heart
speaks to the heart.

A devotee once asked me whether Gandhiji ever met the
Maharshi — he did not. Why? We do not know; there are
certain things which are difficult to explain. Gandhiji
actually went to Tiruvannamalai and addressed a meeting
at a place close to Ramanasram. It is true that Gandhiji
went past Ramanasram to address the meeting, but he did
not go into the ashram even though he had the highest
regard for Bhagavan. Rajaji is said to have been in charge
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of this programme, and according to some people, he
wanted to ensure that Gandhiji and the Maharshi did not
meet. Rajaji felt that if Gandhiji saw the Maharshi, he
would surrender to him completely, and in the process, lose
all interest in the freedom movement. All this is of course
based on hearsay; we don’t know what exactly happened.
We don’t know if Rajaji deliberately prevented Gandhiji
from meeting someone he truly admired. Sri Aurobindo
was a revolutionary, but he was transformed completely
when he had the darshan of Lord Krishna in Alipore jail.
He then decided to give up everything, and subsequently,
was taken away secretly to Pondicherry, where he lived
till the end. Whether Rajaji felt this would happen to
Gandbhiji too if he saw Bhagavan, it is difficult to say, but
the Father of the Nation never met the Maharshi.

The Paramacharya of Kanchipuram who asked Paul
Brunton to meet the Maharshi did not himself see the
Maharshi when he was in Tiruvannamalai. Although he
camped in the town for two months, the two great souls
never met. We don’t know exactly what happened; people
give so many explanations. Pundits who visited
Tiruvannamalai used to go early in the morning to
Ramanasram, and recite the Taittiriya Upanishads. Then
afterwards, they would go and visit the Paramacharya.
The acharya used to insist that if they were coming from
Ramanasram, they should have a bath before seeing him.
He maintained that this had to be done because
Ramanasram was in the middle of the crematorium. When
the pundits informed the Maharshi what the acharya said,
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he said that when they went to see the acharya, they need
to meticulously observe the niyama observed by the
Kanchi peetam. If the acharya thinks that they are coming
from a crematorium, then they do need to bathe before
meeting him. This is something they have to obey, if they
want to meet him; if they don’t want to meet him, then it
is a different story. Why the acharya said what he did, we
don’t know. There is no way we can understand the
workings of saints and sages.

When Kunjuswami went to see a swamiji, he found a
number of people falling at the feet of the individual. When
Kunjuswami mentioned this in the ashram, Bhagavan
asked, “They all did these things. What did you do? Did
you prostrate?” Kunjuswami replied, “No, I didn’t.” When
Bhagavan asked him why he hadn’t prostrated,
Kunjuswami replied, “I will not prostrate to anyone except
Bhagavan.” Bhagavan asked him when he found so many
people prostrating, was it right on his part to not prostrate.
He asked Kunjuswami what was it that was so different
about the swamiji which prevented him from prostrating.
Bhagavan told him never to be disrespectful of anyone.
Secondly, even if he did have any qualms, he should have
thought of his own guru when prostrating. This is the
problem we all have; for some reason, we believe that we
have a certain guru, and we should prostrate only to him.
When we realise that everyone is brahman, then we won’t
be overcome by such doubts.These doubts and problems,
however, can be resolved only through his grace.

(Talk 93)
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Ashtavakra Gita 33
Transient Nature of the World
V Krithivasan

Ashtavakra says:
Pdldpd ° gglivl bal AT D dl |

U4 a4 [Fdergd ARURISEI! | Cho9-1
kritaakrite cha dvandvaani kadaa shantaani kasya vaa
evam jnaatveva nirvedaadbhava tyaagaparoavrati
Word Meaning
kritaakrite: duties done or not done; cha: and; dvandvaani:
pairs of opposites; kadaa: when; shantaani: ceased to be;
kasyavaa: for whom indeed; evam: in this manner;
jnaatveva: knowing; nirvedaadbhava: become indifferent;
tyaagaparo: intent on renunciation; avrati: free from
obligations.
Verse Meaning
Duties done and not done, as well as the pairs of opposites
—when and for whom do they cease? Knowing the answer
to this, be free from obligations, and be intent on
renunciation through indifference to the world.

We cannot avoid being ruled by the pairs of opposites
(dvandva) like pain and pleasure, good and evil, success
and failure, etc. while living in this world as a limited
individual. We always have preferences which make us
choose certain actions to be done, and certain actions to
be avoided. In other words, we impose on ourselves certain

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,45, ISSUE-2 37 HYDERABAD, FEBRUARY-2025



‘duties’. As long as we consider this world to be real, we
cannot escape from dvandvas, nor get rid of our sense of
duty. The only way out of this bondage is to realise that
the world is unreal and cease our identification with it.

Bhagavan touches upon this topic in Ulladu Narpadu,
where he says, “Dvandvas or dyads (like birth and death,
pain and pleasure, good and evil, etc) and triputis or triads
(like seer, seen and act of seeing, etc.) always exist by
holding on to the ahamkar or ego-sense. If one investigates
the nature of this ego by turning one’s attention inwards
and realizes what it is, the dyads and triads will vanish.
One who sees thus the destruction of the ego realizes the
Self; dyads and triads will have no effect on him.” (Verse
9).

One who has realized that the world, body, mind and
the experiencing ego are all false, he has nothing to do,
and nothing to experience. He has reached the Supreme
state of Bliss.

Ashtavakra makes use of a word avrati, which means
one who is free from obligations. Literally, it means a
person who is not performing a religious rite or a vow.
These religious rites or vows presuppose a desire for
gaining something in this life (or for a future life in heaven).
Giving up all such desires, and by eradicating one’s ego,
the supreme goal of Self-realization is won. Janaka is
advised by Ashtavakra to work towards this end, and be
indifferent to everything other than the goal of Self-
realisation.
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A FaHdE dEdagf |

MR Ffted =affd Mt ol | Ch9-2

anityam sarvamevedam taapatritayadooshitam

asaaram ninditam heyamiti nischitya shamyati

Word Meaning

anityam: impermanent; sarvamevaidam: all this indeed,;
taapatritayadooshitam: spoilt by the three fold misery;
asaaram: unsubstantial; ninditam: condemnable; heyam:
to be rejected; itinischitya: determining thus; shamyati:
(the wise man) becomes peaceful.

Verse Meaning:

The wise man becomes calm by realising that all the
objects of the world are verily transient, unsubstantial,
vitiated by the threefold misery, and therefore, rejectable.

The threefold miseries (Taapatritaya or Tapatraya) refer
to the three types of afflictions or sufferings that an
individual may experience in life:

1. Adhyatmika (3Med1fca) : Inner or spiritual suffering,
such as emotional pain, mental anguish, or spiritual
distress.

2. Adhibhautika (mf&%ifd®): External or physical
suffering, such as illness, injury, or physical harm caused
by external factors.

3. Adhidaivika (3ferafde®):Suffering caused by divine or
supernatural forces, such as natural disasters like floods,
earthquakes, etc.
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The very nature of the world is to be constantly changing
all the time. Nothing in this life is permanent. Only one in
a million has the awareness that everything except the Self
is impermanent by nature. All that we consider as desirable
or as sources of happiness, eventually disappoint us, either
by going out of existence or by their inability to give the
same level of happiness always. We find out that they are
essentially devoid of any substance. Further, we are unable
to escape from the threefold miseries caused by our past
karmas. A wise man would, says Ashtavakra, reject the
world as a source of happiness, look within, and realise
that one’s own nature is full of bliss, that it is

sachidananda.
*kk*kk

Suddhananda Bharati was a Sanskrit scholar, outstanding
Tamil poet, song writer, linguist and hatha yogi.

This is how Suddhananda Bharati describes his first glimpse
of Bhagavan: “I saw no human form. | felt dazed, effulgence
enveloped me, and Bhagavan dissolved me into silence.
Bhagavan implanted grace in me and my eyes involuntarily
closed themselves. | felt | was entering into the inner cave of
my Heart. An hour passed like a moment, and when | opened
my eyes, | noticed that Bhagavan Ramana’s lotus eyes were
riveted on me. A voice from within said, ‘Now, you have felt
it. The cave is open. The ‘I AM” is the truth.” After many years
of intense sadhana, now, here at the holy feet of Ramana
Maharshi, | experienced for the first time, the truth as my own
inner reality, and caught hold of his holy feet and shed tears of
joy remembering the sacred words of the saint
Manickavachagar: ‘Today, you have risen in my Heart as a sun
destroying all forms of darkness. | am swimming in ecstasy.”

(Ramana Periya Puranam, VGanesan)
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When the Final Question becomes the
First Question!
V Siva Kumar

Bhagavan Ramana Maharishi’s method of spiritual
instruction is widely considered to be “the direct one”,
going to the very root of the problem of existence. This
has been so dramatically captured in the very first verse
of Akshara-Mana-Maalai, the Marital Garland of Letters.
Here, Bhagavan reminiscences from first-hand experience
that the very thought of Arunachala, as the transcendental
presence is cutting out the very foundation of the
apparently separate mind, instantly putting to an end to all
its manifold mischief in one powerful stroke. Vaer-
aruppaai are the words used here. The emphasis on ‘the
uprooting’ cannot be missed even by the casual reader.
This effectively means, the mind is eclipsed for good by
the powerful light of the “Self’.

We all know from practical experience how cutting the
branches of a tree will not stop its growth; but uprooting
it, will permanently solve the botheration of regrowth.
Hence, this analogy is so effectively used here. In fact,
once the meaning of this first verse gets rooted in the mind
of a competent sadhaka, it is complete in itself with no
room for any further thought or action. The remaining
107 verses of this moving outpouring seem to be a fitting
ornamentation for the mind that has been made perfect by
the very first verse itself!
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Interestingly, in the Katha Upanishad, the metaphor of
tree is used to explain creation. Part VI, Verse 1 says, this
ancient Aswattha tree has its root above, and branches
below.

That is pure, That is Brahman, That alone is called the
Immortal. All the worlds rest in That. None goes beyond
That. This verily is That.

The baffling immense variety of created manifestation
that is seen in the mind, mired in the unawareness of its
separation from Brahman, is effectively put to rest by
Bhagavan’s metaphor of doing away with this tree
altogether by right knowledge, graced by experience, and
consequent abidance.

In other paths, whether karma yoga or bhakti yoga, the
dissolution of the ego is the last step. Whereas, in the
jnanamaarga, espoused by Bhagavan, the erstwhile final
step becomes the first question to be addressed squarely.
Who Am I, the central teaching of Bhagavan, goes to the
very heart of the problem.

There is no room at all for the individual petty self here.
It has to dissolve in the greater Self, and the latter alone
gets experienced to exist. One of the two has to happen,
advises Bhagavan; either investigate the origin of oneself
and realize the truth, or just surrender, totally and
completely.

Once the teenage Venkataraman reached the inner
sanctum of the Arunachaleswara temple way back in 1896,
propelled by the irresistible pull of his “father’, the boy,
physically exhausted, but brimming with spiritual joy
silently uttered that he has come, obeying the ‘order’ and
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hereafter, ‘thy wish is my wish’. The surrender was
spontaneous, without a care for anything, throwing away
the little money left, and reducing himself to a loin cloth,
remaining so, for the rest of his earthly life, while spiritual
seekers across the world flocked to his presence for the
subsequent four and fifty years.

Such a mind made complete by its dissolution, like a
single drop getting one with the Ocean, experiences
something profound. It seeks nothing, content in its
dimension of perfection. Acceptance is automatic.
Compassion is spontaneous. Love is natural. Bhagavan
embodied all the virtues that could possibly exist in a
human frame, so effortlessly. Laying aside the complexity
of philosophy or yoga, by making the final question as the
first and, also as the only worthy question, Bhagavan has
exposed the mystery of self-realization, enabling easy
access for the scholar, and the layman alike.

sivakumarv@aims.amrita.edu
*kk*kk

Bhagavan insisted on being served a moderate amount of
food. He never wasted a single morsel. His leaf plate would be
absolutely clean after a meal. However, he did not insist on
everybody else following the same rule.

Once, Venkatakrishnayya asked Bhagavan, “People say that
you should leave some food on the leaf so that animals like dogs
and monkeys can get something to eat when they come looking
for food in the discarded leaves. Is that not the right thing to
do?” To that, Bhagavan replied, “Why should you assume that
animals like to eat leftovers from discarded leaves? If you really
want to show your kindness and generosity, you should feed
the animals before you start eating.” (Ramana Thiruvilayadal
Tirattu, Translated by Lalitha Krithivasan)
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Rajammal Nilakantha
Sneha Choudhury

Rajammal was the oldest of the three daughters of
Manavasi Ramaswami lyer and Smt. Subbalakshmi.
Manavasi Ramaswami lyer, better known as Saranagati
Ramaswami lyer, after the famous song saranagati
composed by him, came to Bhagavan in the year 1907,
along with Rajammal, his seven-year-old daughter. During
his initial visit to Bhagavan in Virupaksha cave, he asked:
“Swami, Jesus and other great souls came into the world
to redeem sinners. Is there no hope for me?” The question
touched Bhagavan, and he answered: “There is hope. YES.
There is hope.” Manavasi Ramaswami lyer was working
in Tiruvannamalai, and visited Bhagavan almost every day,
and was a recipient of his grace. Rajammal invariably
accompanied him to see Bhagavan.

Rajammal also visited Bhagavan with other girls of her
age, which included Chellammal, the adopted daughter of
Echammal, and another girl, Kanthimathi. Bhagavan was
their playmate, he played with them, told them stories, and
they danced and sang in his presence. Regarding the young
girls who used to come for his darshan, Bhagavan said:
“There is in the town a gentleman called Seshachala lyer,
he had a daughter named Kanthimathi. This girl
Kanthimathi, Echammal’s niece Chellammal, Manavasi
Ramaswami lyer’s daughter, Rajammal, and some others
were all of about the same age. They were all quite young
when | was on the Hill. They would climb up the Hill and
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come to me very often. Sometimes, they would even bring
their dolls and perform the dolls’marriages. At other times,
they would bring rice, dhal, etc., and cook and eat and give
me something from their preparations. They would come
up the Hill whenever they felt like it. They were all very
young, you see, and so they were independent.”

Rajammal enjoyed the privilege of being pampered by
Bhagavan; on several occasions, he also plaited her hair.
She knew that she was in the presence of God, and
worshiped him every moment of her life. She was so fond
of Bhagavan, that when she got something tasty or
interesting to eat, she would take it to Virupaksha cave
and share it with him. One day, there was a special kind
of hand-pound paddy in their house.The women who were
pounding the paddy told Rajammal that the bran was very
sweet, tasty and healthy. She promptly took handfuls of
the bran and ran with it to Bhagavan. Noticing Rajammal’s
unexpected arrival, Bhagavan asked her if she had brought
something for him. She gave him the bran, and they both
ate it together. Bhagavan also told her that the bran could
be made tastier if eaten with other ingredients.

On one occasion, Rajammal went to the ashram wearing
a head brooch shaped like a flower and obviously very
conscious of it. Bhagavan touched the *flower’ brooch
asking: “Where is the fragrance in this flower? And are
these petals? Can petals prick?” The children felt happy
at his teasing, and such scenes thrilled the hearts of the
devotees around.
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One day, when there was a death in the neighbourhood,
the children were sent to the ashram for the day, as they
felt a nameless fear and tension. Seeing Rajammal and her
friends wandering about in the ashram, after asking her
the reason, Bhagavan said: “Why fear a corpse? There is
some sense in being afraid of a live corpse!”(Dead men
do no harm). The tension and fear fled immediately from
their young hearts.

Once, when Manavasi Ramaswami lyer was with
Bhagavan in Skandasramam, Bhagavan asked him why he
had not arranged for Rajammal’s marriage. Ramaswami
replied that he neither had money for a dowry, nor for the
wedding ceremony. At that time, Echammal was present;
she suggested a school teacher, Nilakantha, known to her,
as the prospective groom. Bhagavan also approved the
idea.

After Bhagavan’s darshan, when Ramaswami was
leaving to catch the evening train, he passed Echammal’s
house. There, he met Nilakantha’s father. Even before
Ramaswami lyer could make his proposal, the boy’s father
asked if he could take Rajammal as his daughter-in-law.
Once back in Shiyali, Ramaswami lyer worried about how
to raise money for the wedding. Most unexpectedly, his
neighbour offered to bear the wedding expenses, and the
wedding was performed well. Manavasi Ramaswami lyer
took it all as Bhagavan’s grace, that things happened
without his planning, and Rajammal settled down in her
married life.
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Manavasi Ramaswami lyer wrote many songs, the most
popular being Saranagati. Rajammal also developed a love
for music and songs. She composed many devotional songs
inspired by Bhagavan, and sang them in his presence. She
was also a good painter. Though she never learnt any art
or painting in school or from others, her drawings and
paintings had a life-like quality about them.

When she grew older, she painted pictures of goddesses.
She would show them to Bhagavan, and he would
appreciate them very much. Rajammal once made a
beautiful painting of Varalakshmi Devi - a deity worshiped
by sumangalis (married women). When she showed the
painting to Bhagavan, he asked her to have it printed and
distributed to families. Rajammal had no resources, but she
managed to borrow some money, and got the picture
printed. Many families had this picture in their puja rooms,
in the forties and fifties. She also painted pictures of
Goddess Meenakshi of Madurai, of Saint Tyagaraja, and
some of Bhagavan’s pictures too. A picture of Bhagavan
seated on a peacock is framed and kept in Skandasramam,
with her signature ‘Rajammal’ in one corner! Rajammal
was also involved in a number of social welfare activities.

Rajammal passed away on 28th September, 1971, after
a protracted illness. In her last moments, she was at peace,
reposed in the grace of Bhagavan!

(Self Realisation, B.V. Narsimha Swami; Letters from
Sri Ramanasramam, Suri Nagamma; Eternal Ocean of
Grace, Book 1; Moments Remembered, V. Ganesan; The
Mountain Path, January 1987)
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Velacheri Mani lyer: an Early Devotee
Viswanatha Swami

Velacheri Mani lyer, a senior schoolmate of Bhagavan,
was noted for his physical strength, and for his rough
dealing with anybody whom he disliked. And so, he was
called Pokkiri Mani (rogue Mani). He never went to any
temple, nor bowed down before any god or man. However,
he took his mother to Tirupati a few years after Bhagavan
had settled down at Tiruvannamalai. His mother wanted
to alight at Tiruvannamalai, which was on their way, to
see Venkataraman whom she had known as a small boy at
Tiruchuzhi. But Mani did not agree, saying that it was not
worth the trouble. So, they went direct to Tirupati.

On their way back to Madurai, the mother again pressed
her son, and he had to yield to her request. But he agreed
only on condition that he be allowed to take Venkataraman
back home. He said: “It is not for darshan of this bogus
sadhu that | am alighting at Tiruvannamalai, but to drag
him by his ear and bring him back to Madurai. | am not a
weakling. | shall succeed where his uncle, mother and
brother have failed.” “All right! Do as you please”, said
the mother, and they both alighted at Tiruvannamalai, and
went up the Hill to Virupaksha Cave where Bhagavan was
then staying. The mother bowed to Bhagavan, and sat
down quietly. But the son looked and looked at Bhagavan,
getting more and more puzzled. There was no trace of the
ordinary boy Venkataraman whom he had known.
Something quite unexpected had happened. Instead of his
old friend, there was an effulgent Divine Being seated in
front of him, absolutely still and silent. His heart melted

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,45, ISSUE-2 48 HYDERABAD, FEBRUARY-2025



for the first time in his life, tears rolled down his cheeks,
and his hair stood on end. He fell prostrate before
Bhagavan, and surrendered himself to him. He became a
frequent visitor and a staunch devotee of Bhagavan.

Yet, he thought that he was in need of a more tangible
method than the vichara - Who Am 1?7 - and approached
Bhagavan for it a few times. There was no response. Once
when he went out for a walk on the Hill with Bhagavan,
he stood before him and said: “I won’t allow you to return
unless you give me some upadesa (teaching) suited to me.”
Bhagavan replied: “What is there to teach, Mani? Instead
of saying, “Siva, Siva and keeping quiet, why do you ask
for this and that?” Mani lyer fell down at Sri Bhagavan’s
feet with great joy, and exclaimed: “I have got my upadesa
and initiation!”

From that moment, he went on with the japa of ‘Siva,
Shiva’ day and night, and in course of time it, became one
with his prana, life-current. He was totally transformed,
and his face shone with divine radiance.

When Mani lyer felt that his end was near, he stayed
with Bhagavan for a few days. Every morning, he rolled
with his body round Bhagavan’s Hall (angapradakshina).
When Bhagavan tried to stop him, he said, “I do not know
how else | can express my gratitude for what Bhagavan
has done for me!”

A few days later, he took leave of Bhagavan, and soon
got released from bodily bondage to dwell forever at
Bhagavan’s feet. (Mountain Path, April, 1976).

*khkkkk
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Composition of the Song, Saranagati

One day, years later, after Ramaswami lyer had been
transferred to Berhampore, Orissa, several boils appeared
on his leg. Besieged with pain, he could hardly walk, but
only meditated on Arunachala. No treatment whatsoever
proved of any use. But then came a knock at the door.
“Who’s there?” he asked. “Arunachalam!” was the reply.

Greatly surprised, Ramaswami lyer found two Brahmins
standing at his door. Paying respect, he fell at their feet.
They said: “We are coming from Arunachala on our
pilgrimage to Kasi. Bhagavan asked us to come here and
meet you.” When the two ‘messengers of Bhagavan’ saw
his state, they rifled through their bags and took out herbal
medications made of tamarind and fragrant gum powders.
Once applied to the affected areas, within twenty hours
the boils were gone.

It was then that Ramaswami lyer understood the fullness
of Bhagavan’s grace; it was then, that he found that lyrics
and music were pouring forth within him, forming
themselves into a glorious hymn of devotion that would
come to be sung by Bhagavan’s devotees everywhere; it
was then that he understood the meaning of true surrender
to Bhagavan, as he sang Saranagati, Saranagati!

(Source: Eternal Ocean of Grace, Book 4, Sri Ramanasramam)
*khkkkk

The Reason For Your Coming Here

One day, there was a big discussion in the old hall,
regarding some management issues. At one point, it
became quite a heated argument. Bhagavan was watching
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silently, but everyone knew that he was displeased with all
the commotion.

At that moment, Kunju Swami entered the hall. He was
taken aback by the unpleasant atmosphere in the hall, and
hesitated in the doorway, unable to decide whether to stay
or to leave. Bhagavan saw him and addressed him sternly,
“What business do you have here? Why do you want to
get involved with these people? What is the purpose of
your coming to Tiruvannamalai?” Kunju Swami replied,
“l came to be with you and to learn to be worthy of your
Grace.” Bhagavan retorted, “Then, why are you standing
here? Why are you getting distracted from your purpose?”
Everyone took this as a personal reprimand, and they all
walked out of the hall one by one. (Ramana Thiruvilayadal
Tirattu, Translated bySmt. Lalitha Krithivasan)
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rrJ‘Jah::rrshi: Karpura arati is symbolic of
the burning away of the mind by the light
of illumination, vibhuti (sacred ashes) is
Siva (Absolute Being) and kunkuma
(vermilion powder) is Sakti (consciousness).
Vibhuti is of two kinds: Para vibhuti and
apara vibhuti. The sacred ashes are of the d
latter class. The para is what remains over after all the dross
has been burnt away by the Fire of Realisation. It is
Absolute Being.

(Talks with Sri Ramana Maharshi-Talk 89)

- Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi
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