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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in October 2025
1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 14" - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.30 - 7.30 p.m.
3. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
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(Readers are requested to kindly intimate the Sri Ramana
Kendram Office, their Phone Number and e-mail address)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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“l am Nobody’s Guru”
Dr K Subrahmanian

yat purvam sruti para darshi dhishano dvaipayano
dhyaruhat
paschaat bodhakala vidhuta timirah shankaa paha
shankarah
tat sampratyakhilavaneetala jushaam acharya
simhasanam
devatvaam prativeekshate naratano geervaana sena pate
Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni says,
yat purvam sruti para darshi dhishano dvaipayano
dhyaruhat
Our adi guru was Wasa, and that is why guru purnima
is also called Wasa purnima. Vyasa wrote the Itihasa, the
Puranas, and also divided the one Veda into four. He did
all this out of compassion for us; so, out of gratitude for
him, we celebrate this day, and pay our respects to him.
Kavyakantha says he is our Veda guru.
paschaat bodhakala vidhuta timira
shankapahashankarah
After Wasa, Kavyakantha recognises only Adi Shankara
as his guru. It is difficult to find another guru of the stature
of Wasa. According to Kavyakantha, if there is anyone, it
is Shankara, for he cleared all our doubts.
shruti smriti puranam alayam karunalayam (namami
Bhagavadpada Shankaram Lokashankaram
Shankara, who was an avatar, lived for only 32 years.

Shankara literally means ‘one who does good for other
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people’. Adi Shankara was a treasure house of the Vedas,
the Puranas, and of all knowledge, and his main job was
to clear the doubts of people.
tatsampratyakhilavanee tala jushaam acharya
simhasanam

Kavyakantha says that after Shankara, however, there
was no one to occupy the acharya peetha. It remained
vacant till a person of Bhagavan’s stature occupied it. This
shows the extraordinary reverence that Kavyakantha had
for Bhagavan.

On guru purnima, we must think of all the gurus. Each
one has his own guru, and we all get a guru by the grace
of the Lord. We cannot choose a guru; the guru chooses
us. Those who have come under the influence of Bhagavan
will not say that one guru is greater or inferior to another
guru. If we are all here today participating in guru
purnima, it is because of the grace of Bhagavan.

We all look to Bhagavan and pray for his grace. From
time to time, we realise that even this prayer is due to his
grace. Bhagavan said, “I am nobody’s guru, and nobody
is my disciple.” There are two reasons why he said this. If
| consider you my sishya, and you consider me your guru,
then we are two individuals. The guru considers the sishya
a separate entity. The guru identifies himself as the body,
and the sishya considers himself as the body. The question
of doing something for the sishya arises only if | consider
myself being very different from the sishya. We, at our
level, cannot easily understand Bhagavan. All that we say
about Bhagavan is true, but whatever we say is not the
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complete truth, it is only partial. Anyone who wishes to
understand Bhagavan fully, will have to be a Bhagavan
himself; otherwise, it is impossible. I cannot understand
you, and you cannot understand me totally. This is true
even of the relationship between husband and wife. No
husband can say at any time that he has understood his
wife completely. No wife can say she has understood her
husband completely. When | say that | know somebody,
what | mean is that | have some experience with him, and
therefore, know how he reacts in certain situations. All |
know is that he likes coffee and doesn’t like something
else. It is all very superficial; yet, all our relationships are
built on such superficial understanding of another person.
That is why, from time to time, we say to others, “I never
thought he would do this,” or, “I never thought my wife/
husband would behave like this.” What we must remember
is that no individual is static; everyone is evolving in his
or her own way.

Secondly, | cannot understand another person
completely because | have not understood myself
completely. I may say theoretically what I will do in a given
situation, but what | actually do may be very different; it
may even surprise me. This is the why at the end of nearly
every day, we regret that we said something we never
meant to. We wonder then why we said it though we never
wanted to. This is a mystery. We know ourselves very
superficially; we don’t know what lies underneath, what
there is at the subconscious level. When | can’t understand
myself, how can | possibly understand other people? That
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is why Bhagavan says, “If you understand yourself, there
is nothing else to understand.” Where there is self-
knowledge, there is no other knowledge. When |
understand myself, then I realise that | am everything, and
everybody is me.
atmanyevatmana tushtah sthita-prajnas tadocyate
(Bhagavad Gita 255)

In that state, there is no other. When there is no other,
then there is no disciple and no guru. In other words,
where there is one, there is no question of a guru-sishya
relationship.

We don’t know about Suka, Vamadeva, or Jada
Bharatha. When the court of enquiry came to Ramanasram,
they put forth a lot of questions to Bhagavan, and
Bhagavan submitted to all of them. When Bhagavan was
asked, “Was there anyone like you before with this
particular tradition?” he answered, “Yes, there was a Suka,
a Jada Bharatha, and a Vamadeva. One thing common to
all these three was that they were totally free from body
consciousness.” What does this mean? It means that like
the other three, those who have seen Bhagavan will
vouchsafe that there was no body consciousness of any
kind.

Secondly, the question of giving upadesa comes only
when you say something. When you come to me for
advice, and | give you some, you may still have some
doubts. You ask questions, and | answer them. Even as |
am answering your questions, | have doubts about whether
| am giving the right answer. This happens because all our
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communication takes place through speech. In the case of
Bhagavan, it was a different kind of communication. He
was silent much of the time; he started speaking the way
he did only during the last phase of his life — may be
between his 58" and 70" year. When he spoke, it was
different from the way we do. When we speak, at times
we speak for long stretches of time — sometimes, for half
an hour or more. Bhagavan never spoke like that. He
would utter one sentence, and stop. He would take up
the subject again, may be after fifteen or twenty minutes.
Then, he would utter another sentence. All that he has said
over a period of time have been put together. So, when
we read the Talks, we have the feeling that Bhagavan
spoke like that. But that is not what he did. He would say
something, then after ten minutes he would say something
else, and as he was leaving for his walk, he would utter
another sentence.There would be a lot of silence between
one sentence and another. In that silence, a lot of things
would have happened to the individual. When one sentence
was uttered, the individual must have thought about it a
great deal, and must have had some experience based on
that particular sentence. Again, after sometime, Bhagavan
would utter another sentence. This silence or the gap
between one sentence and another was not an ordinary
gap; it was a potent gap because it was filled with the
silence of Bhagavan. There is no way in which we, who
are used to speaking much of the time, can understand
what really happens during that interval.
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When Bhagavan said, “I am nobody’s guru, and nobody
is my sishya”, he meant that he was not confined to his
body, and he didn’t confine others to their body. In other
words, there was no dwaita or duality for him. This is
something everyone saw in his daily activities.

Whenever you visit a swamiji or an acharya, you ask a
couple of questions, and when you take leave, you expect
the acharya to give you some prasad. You may have taken
several fruits to him, and as you leave, you expect him to
give one fruit back as prasad, and then raise his hand in
blessing. Bhagavan, however, never did any of these things.
He never asked anyone questions — why he had come,
when he was leaving, etc. When people came with their
offering, they would place it on a small stool. Bhagavan
used to look at whatever was placed on the stool,
sometimes closely, and at other times, he gave it a mere
glance. The attendant would take one fruit and give it back
to the person who had made the offering. Bhagavan
himself never gave it back to the person.

Those who were used to getting something back as
prasad from the guru would initially be upset that
Bhagavan did not give them something with his own hand.
Also, since we are human beings, we would like to know
if what we offered was eaten by Bhagavan. In the initial
stages, when anyone took something to Bhagavan, he
would take a little, and distribute the rest to all those who
were present there. Whatever was brought was distributed
to everyone. In those days, there was no kitchen, either
for Bhagavan or for the devotees. It was only later that a
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kitchen was built in the ashram. Then, when people
brought their offerings, they would be placed before
Bhagavan. The attendant would then take it to the kitchen
and distribute it at the next meal. Some people, however,
would ask the attendant whether what they had brought
had been served to Bhagavan. A devotee was greatly upset
that what he had brought had not been served to
Bhagavan. He told Bhagavan, “I understand that what |
brought was not served to Bhagavan.” When Bhagavan
learned that people were becoming upset about this, he
told them that whatever they wanted to offer should be
placed on the stool. Once it had been offered, there should
be no connection between the person and the thing that
had been offered. If they tried to find out how it had been
used, it meant that the offering had not been unconditional
— the person was still attached to what he had given.

There were times when you least expected it, Bhagavan
would talk about something that had been offered — it was
as if you had done him a great favour. Bhagavan was very
careful with whatever he used. For example, he would use
a pencil till it became very small. Once, when he was
writing with such a pencil, someone said, “Bhagavan, | will
take away that pencil since it has become so small.”
Bhagavan said, “I know it is small. But why do you worry
about it? It still writes, and that is enough for me.” He then
said, “This was given to me three months ago by Sundaresa
lyer because he felt that | needed a new pencil.”

You and | would have thought it was only a pencil. As
far as Bhagavan was concerned, it was an offering made
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by a devotee, and he remembered. In other words, when
you give something to me, I will thank you, but soon forget
about it. In the case of Bhagavan, it was there all the time,
but it was not just at the level of words. Bhagavan would
even talk about what was given to him twenty years ago
because there was no question of forgetting.

Forgetfulness is about paying attention to one thing, and
not paying attention to another. Attachment is also like this.
We are attached to a few people, but detached from others.
Real detachment is not being indifferent or being like a
stone; it is attachment to all without discrimination. When
we talk of detachment, we mean that we dislike a few, and
like a few. Real detachment is affection for all people,
irrespective of who they are. In our case, our affection is

balakepi jadagopakepi vaa vanarepi shuni vaa khalepi
vaa
panditepi padasamshritepi vaa pakshapatarahitam
samekshanam

Bhagavan looked on all with the same compassion.
Where there is equanimity, there is no question of paying
attention to some, and being indifferent to others. It makes
no difference whether you are a stupid cowherd or a
pundit. It is a state that is difficult to understand for us.
What is the state of Bhagavan?

alambena viheenam vyomaabham paripurnam
nissabdam gururoopam tadbrahma sphurataan me

alambena viheenam - If you and | were to walk, we

would need some support or the other because we identify

ourselves with the body. In the case of Bhagavan, it was
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not necessary, because he did not identify himself with the
body.

vyomabhamparipurnam - Bhagavan was not restricted
to the body, to time or space. He filled the entire sky. If
there is no body consciousness, you are not limited to one
place; you are everywhere. That is why Bhagavan said,
“They say | am going. Where can | go? | am here.” What
it means is that Bhagavan is not limited to his body. He is
everywhere.

nisshabdam guru roopam tad brahma spurataanme -
Kavyakantha says that Bhagavan has no body
consciousness, whatsoever, because he is not limited to the
body. What is more, in this state, communication is not
restricted to speech or to the body, and therefore,
communication can take place in silence.

nisshabdam guru Roopam - A real guru communicates
without the medium of speech. The silence of the guru is
more potent than anything else. Sometimes, you get up in
the middle of the night and you meditate on your guru.
You think you are meditating on your guru, but it is the
silent influence of the guru that is making you meditate.
You may not see his picture or hear his voice, but you are
able to think of him because of his extraordinary grace.
There are two things happening here that normally don’t
happen. You get up at a very early hour, and you get up
with the thought of the guru. You then concentrate and
mediate on the guru. These two things happen because
of the extraordinary grace of the guru. It is not the result
of a great speech by the guru, but by his potent silence.
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That’s why Bhagavan used to say that in the ultimate
analysis, truth cannot be communicated in any language;
what is important is silence.

The silence of the guru can create silence in the mind
of the person who is devoted to the guru. The guru’s
silence is not just the absence of speech; his silence is the
absence of all craving and all desires. When you clean
something, you don’t bring anything new there. What you
do is remove all the things that are unnecessary. In other
words, cleanliness is the result of removing unwanted
things in a particular area. For example, cow dung in the
drawing room is ugly. It is not the cow dung that is ugly,
but the place it is in. However, if cow dung is thrown in
the dustbin, nobody would say it is out of place.

We talk about Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma. Before
construction takes place, destruction happens. Before we
construct a house, we haveto dig in order to lay the
foundation. In digging, there is some destruction taking
place. Shiva destroys the many vasanas we have. A guru,
like Shiva, destroys our vasanas so that he may create a
new being out of us. That is, he removes a lot of things
that are undesirable so that the place becomes fit for
construction. Nothing new comes from outside; it is just
a cleansing process. Once the vasanas are removed, Vishnu
preserves the being for some time. It is Brahma who
creates a new person out of you. The new person does
not come from outside; the new person is a result of the
cleansing process within. Thus, destruction, preservation
and creation make a new person out of you.
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gurur Brahma gurur Vishnuh Gururdevo
Maheshwarah

The guru does all the three processes because of
compassion for you. You may think these three are three
processes,

guruh saakshaat param brahma tasmai sri gurave
namah

You think that Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma will help you,
but it is finally the guru who does. Do not think that these
are three different manifestations. They are all one; they
appear to be three because of your identification with the
body.

The great guru, through his silence, will give us the
experience that we are not the body. What is important is
not what we say or what we read; what is important is
the complete silence of the mind. The silence of the mind
again is a result of the grace of the guru. The guru will
do everything for you, and it is for you to realise that it is
he who is doing it for you. The moment you think you
are doing something, then whatever you do, will be very
limited.

avinaya mapanaya Vishno

We can’t on our own be humble; only the guru can make
us humble. He will give us the humility to feel that
everything we think we are doing, is actually being done
by him. He will make us understand that we are not doing
anything; he is doing it through us. That is why it is
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guruh saakshaat param brahma tasmai sri gurave
namah

The moment | throw away my sword, | throw away my
independence. The moment | throw away my sense of
individuality and tell him that I can’t do it, he takes over.
The moment he takes over, there is no sense of me or mine.
When there is no sense of me and mine, there is only
supreme happiness. “Make me a captive, Lord, and then |
shall be free.” You will be really free when you become a
prisoner in his hands. The moment you become his
prisoner, there is nothing for you to do. He will lead you
to wherever you have to be led. There is no ego; when
there is no ego, there is no sense of me and mine. There
is perfect freedom; when there is perfect freedom, there
is perfect bliss.

On this guru purnima day, our only prayer should be
that we should learn to accept all that happens as his will.
We cannot get peace of mind through our own efforts. It
is he who will give us peace through his grace. And finally,
it is he who can give us this extraordinary state where
there’s no ego or sense of individuality. In that state, there’s
only supreme happiness, and this supreme happiness does
not depend on anything outside of us.

atmany evatmana tushtah sthita-prajnas tadocyate

(Talk 118)

*kkkikk
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Ashtavakra Gita 41
Jnana is the Siddhi
V Krithivasan

Jferd fermIT forared Yorea! |

Aadl S dHIGIHAlE SR |

achintyam chintyamanopi chintaarupam bhajatyasou

tyaktvaa tadbhaavanam tasmatevamevaaham aasthitah
(Ch127)

Word Meaning

achintyam: unthinkable; chintyamanopi: even if thinking,
meditating; chintaarupam: a form of thought: bhajati
asou: one has recourse to; tyaktvaa: abandoning;
tadbhaavanam: that thought; tasmat: therefore;
evamevaaham: thus do I; aasthitah: abide.

Verse Meaning

Even meditating on the unthinkable (Supreme Being) is
also a form of thought only. Therefore, giving up that
thought, I firmly abide (as | am).

King Janaka makes a very profound statement in this
verse. How can one think of that which is beyond
thoughts? It is not possible.

However, an ordinary sadhaka has recourse to thinking
only; it is the only tool available to him at the start of his
sadhana. Therefore, sadhana begins with intense thinking
on God or the Self. This is called meditation. But as
sadhana progresses, a stage is reached when the individual
is so totally identified with his object of meditation, he loses
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his individuality and merges with the Self or God. All
mental activities cease, and the underlying, ever-present
Consciousness comes to the fore and reveals itself. This
is the ultimate goal, where thinking is replaced by simple
Being. Thus, meditation formed the basis of sadhana to
start with, and culminated in the realisation of the Self.

Bhagavan refers to these two stages in one of his
conversations with a devotee:

D: Is a jnani different from a yogi? What is the
difference?

B: Srimad Bhagavad Gita says that a jnani is the true
yogi and also a true bhakta. Yoga is only a sadhana, and
jnana is the siddhi.

D: Is yoga necessary?

M: It is a sadhana. It will not be necessary after jnana
is attained. All the sadhanas are called yogas, e.g., Karma
yoga; Bhakti yoga; Jnana yoga; Ashtanga yoga. What is
yoga? Yoga means ‘union’. Yoga is possible only when
there is viyoga (separation). The person is now under the
delusion of viyoga. This delusion must be removed. The
method of removing it is called yoga.

D: Which method is the best?

M: It depends upon the temperament of the individual.
Every person is born with the samskaras of past lives. One
of the methods will be found easy for one person and
another method for another. There is no definiteness about
it.

D: How is one to meditate?
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M: What is meditation? It is commonly understood to
be concentration on a single thought. Other thoughts are
kept out at that time. The single thought also must vanish
at the right time. Thought-free Consciousness is the
goal. (Talks with Sri Ramana Maharshi, Talk 580)

Fad Bl -9 W] A awad: |
ST I B, AT Tepeard JARGRIH |

kritam kimapi naiva syaat iti sanchintya tattvatah
yadaa yat kartum aayaati tatkritvaase yathasukham
(Ch13 3)
Word Meaning
kritam: done; kimapi: anything whatever; naiva: never;
syaat it: is in this manner; sanchintya: thinking clearly;
tattvatah: in actuality; yada: when; yat kartum: what is
to be done; aayaati: presents itself; tatkritvaase:l live
doing that; yathasukham: happily.
Verse Meaning
Clearly realizing that nothing whatever is done (by the
Self), I do whatever presents itself to be done, and thus,
do I live happily.

King Janaka reveals the state of mind of a jnani here.
The jnani, who is nothing other than the Self, is totally
unattached to his actions. His sense of doership has been
vanquished totally. Others may see the jnani engaged in
actions, and taking him to be like their own selves, think
he is also a doer, a performer of actions. The jnani, from
his point of view thinks that God is performing the actions
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through him. His actions are spontaneous, and not thought
out or planned.

The story of how Sri Ramanasramam came to be,
illustrates the jnani’s spontaneity in actions. When Mother
Azhagammal’s body was interred at the foot of the
Arunachala Hill, Sri Bhagavan stood silently, looking on
without participating. Later, a stone samadhi was
constructed and a sacred lingam was installed on it. Sri
Bhagavan remained at Skandasramam, but almost every
day he would come down the hillside to Mother’s
Samadhi, and in the evening go back to Skandasramam.
Then one day, a few months later, he went out for a walk
and, as he was walking, felt a powerful impulse to go down
to the samadhi and remain there. When he did not return,
the devotees followed him there, and thus was founded Sri
Ramanasramam. “It was not of my own volition that |
moved from Skandasramam,” he said later, “something
brought me here and | obeyed. It was not my decision but
the Divine Will.”

*khkhkkikkikk
The Heart Strings
Sneha Choudhury

| hear not, the din all around
My heart is still in thoughts of Thee,
Thy loving face, laced in mirth
Sparkling eyes melting me.
An assurance ever, Oh Bhagavan!
That Thou art always with me!
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Story of Gomai: Embodiment of Pure Love
and Devotion
Madhusudhanan S

The story of Gomai is featured in Bhaktavijaya by Shri
Mabhipati. Before delving into the story of Gomai, it is important
to understand the background of the author of Bhaktavijayam
and the genesis of the book itself. Bhaktavijayam, which means
“Victory to Devotion’, is aptly named as most of the stories in
it emphasise that pure love and devotion are the key ingredients
to reach God.

Life Story of Shri Mahipati and the Birth of Bhaktavijayam

Shri Mahipati’s father is Shri Dadopant, a devout devotee
of Lord Panduranga, residing in Taharabad in the Ahmednagar
district. Shri Dadopant regularly visits Pandharpur. Until the
age of 64, he was childless, which concerned him as he feared
his visits to Pandharpur might cease after his passing. Therefore,
he prayed to Lord Panduranga for a son.

In response to his prayers, in 1715 A.D. (Shaka era 1637),
a son was born whom he named Mahipati, who later became a
biographer of saints. Shri Mahipati was a handsome man with
a sharp intellect, and a deep devotion to God. He was well-
educated, and other than Marathi, his mother tongue, was
proficient in Sanskrit and Hindi. His proficiency in Sanskrit is
evident from his translations in Marathi.

One day, while Shri Mahipati was praying, he was summoned
by a town official. The messenger informed him of the
summons, and Shri Mahipati replied that he would attend, after
completing his daily worship. However, the ruler at that time,
Muhammed, sent another urgent call for his immediate
appearance. Reluctantly, Shri Mahipati went with the messenger

and fulfilled his official duties.
SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,45, ISSUE-10 46 HYDERABAD, OCTOBER-2025




Upon his return, Shri Mahipati vowed never to use his pen
again for any official purpose. He resigned from his position
and dedicated himself entirely to religion. This vow was strictly
followed by his descendants and was to continue for seven
generations.

Shri Mahipati’s guru was Sant Tukaram, who provided him
with a mystic mantra in a dream, and at the same time,
instructed him to write about the lives of saints. This led to the
birth of Bhaktavijayam.

Gomai — Embodiment of Pure Love and Devotion

Many centuries ago, there lived an old widow named Gomai
in a village in Maharashtra. She was a devout follower of Lord
Panduranga (Vitthal) of Pandharpur, and was known for her
piety and nobility. Despite her strong faith, she was extremely
poor, and often had to beg for food.

One day, feeling a strong desire to visit Pandharpur, Gomai
embarked on a journey. Along the way, she arrived at Gulsare,
where the river Chandrabhaga was overflowing. Worried about
how she would cross to the other side, she asked aloud, “Who
will take me across?”

On the 10" of July (Ashadh), the pilgrims fasted. Gomai told
the boatman, “Please take me to the other bank.” There was a
huge number of pilgrims and rich persons who paid money to
the boatmen and sat in the ferry boat. As she went near the boat,
she was pushed back into the water. Her clothes became wet
and Gomai came out weeping.

She wept loudly, asking, “Who will take me to the other side
now?”

The boatman replied, “You old hag, pay us money, and we
will take you to the other side.”
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Gomai responded, “I will give a handful of flour instead.
Please accept it quickly and take me to the other side of the
river. | cannot pay money.” She pleaded with various boatmen,
but none showed compassion towards her.

All the pilgrims crossed to the other side, leaving Gomai
behind. She was at a loss for what to do, and began to weep
while sitting alone. She lamented, “I will not be able to see
Rukmini’s husband. Did | come all this way for nothing? The
people at sacred places are very wicked. Their hearts will never
soften.”

Lord Panduranga (Vitthal) comes to the Rescue in Disguise

Lord Pandhari (Lord Panduranga/Vitthal and the Lord of
Pandharipur) saw Gomai’s distress, and quickly approached
her in the disguise as a boatman. He hurriedly went to her, and
said gently: “Old lady, if you wish to cross to the other side of
the river, please get up quickly.”

She said, “Bapa (father), I am poor and have no money to
pay you. So, if you accept a handful of flour and take me to
the other side, | will come”

In response, Lord Pandhari said, “I do not take anything from
anyone. | take the wretched to the other side. Just for this reason,
I have been staying in Pandharpur for a long time.”

Gomai was very pleased and she said, “O boatman, hear what
I say. The night has advanced three hours. | have no other
clothes to wear.”

For this, Lord Pandhari quickly reassured, “I will not let
anything of yours get wet, not even your hands and feet. I will
carry you on my shoulders to the otherside”. With this word,
the Merciful Lord lifted Gomai and in a moment took her to
the other side of the river.
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Gomai inquired of the boatman, who was Lord Pandhari,
“How is it that your body has not got wet? It is indeed very
wonderful that you brought me to the other bank of the river,
without getting wet yourself!”

Lord Pandhari replied, “I am not an ignorant boatman. | take
my Bhakta’s quite dry to the other side of the ocean of worldly
affairs.”

Gomai then said, “You have laid me under obligation;
therefore, take this handful of flour and tie it in your cloth.”

Lord replied, “I do not take anything from anyone. Make
cakes of it on the twelfth day and give them to the Brahmans.”

The Lord vanished in an instant, and the old woman went to
the temple where she had a the Lord’s darshan.

Lord Panduranga and Rukmini dine with Gomai.

After listening to the Kirtan on Ekadashi day, Gomai bathed
in Chandradurga and sat on the bed with flour tied in a cloth.

She said, “Today is the twelfth day of the fortnight. | would
like to give dry provisions of food to a Brahman, but | have no
pulses or salt. If | see a Brahman, I will speak humbly to him
and say, ‘Kindly accept this handful of flour.”

No Brahman approached her. Gomai said, “O Lord of
Pandhari, what should | do now? If | cannot feed a Brahman
on the twelfth day, | will not eat.”

The Lord of Pandhari, touched by her unwavering devotion,
disguised himself as a Brahman.

The Lord said to Gomai, “Today is the festival of the twelfth
day; | am a poor Brahman and have come to you. If you have
at least enough flour for one cake, give it with sincere devotion.”

Upon hearing the words of Shri Hari, the old woman was
greatly delighted.
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The noble Brahman then said, “I have nowhere to stay. | am
currently residing in the temple, and | am very hungry. If you
could bake some cakes for me here, | would be delighted to eat
them right here.”

The words of the Lord of Pandhari comforted Gomai, who
was filled with joy. She gathered some cow dung, batter, and
baked the cakes. Lord Panduranga, with great fondness and
love, began to eat them eagerly.

Mother Rukmini, now disguised as an old woman, appeared
there and said, “O Chakrapani (Panduranga), you came here
by yourself to dine without my knowledge.”

The Brahman said to Gomai, “Now feed the Suvasini (wife).
You are very lucky. Without any trouble, you reap the benefit
of a couple.”

Initially, there was only enough flour for two cakes, but to
Gomai’s surprise, the quantity increased. Both Lord Pandhari
and Rukmini dined with Gomai. After cleaning their mouths
with a Tulsi leaf, the Merciful Lord disappeared.

Gomai realised that the Old Brahman and the Lady who
visited her were Lord Panduranga and Rukmini in disguise,
come to bless her. Tears filled her eyes as she reflected on the
graciousness of the Lord who had come to share a meal with
her. She lived in Pandharpur till her end of life and always
remembered the grace of Lord Panduranga/Vitthal.

Gomai embodied pure love and devotion. This incident
illustrates that God always seeks pure love and devotion.
Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharishi on Supreme Devotion and
Grace of the Lord

Bhagavan Ramana Mabharishi stated in Guru Vachaka Kovai
(verse 730 and 732) “Attending to one’s own Self is said to be
the supreme devotion to God, who is unattainable by the mind
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and so on, because these two [the enquirer and the God

worshipped by the devotees] are in nature [swarupam] one and
the same”

If one sees “Who am | who longs to gain the Grace of the
Lord?’ the ego [anava] will be destroyed, and thereby, the Grace
of the Lord will reveal itself. After the ego has thus been
destroyed, in the space of Grace, which is itself the Lord, no
other impurity [mala] will exist.”

References:1, Stories of Indian Saints — Translation of Mahipati’s
Bhaktavijaya — by Dr. Justin E. Abbot and Pundit Narhar R.
Godbole, fourth edition,Pune, 1933.2. Sri Muruganar Guru Vachaka
Kovai, The Light of Supreme Truth or the collection of the guru’s
sayings. Translated from the Original Tamil by Sadhu Om
andMichael James, Ramakrishna-Vedanta Study Circle Athens,
Greece, November 4, 2004.
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Leave it to Him. Surrender unreservedly.

One of two things must be done.

Either surrender because you admit

your inability and also require a High

Power to help you; or investigate into

the cause of misery, go into the source

and merge into the Self. Either way you

will be free from misery. God never forsakes

one who has surrendered. Mamekam saranam vraja.

(Talks with Sri Ramana Maharshi-Talk 363)

- Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi
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