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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in April 2022

1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3. 9" - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.30 - 7.30 p.m.

4. 28" - Bhagavan's 72" Aradhana

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Ask Not, for He Knows What is Best for You
(Dr K Subrahmanian)

Bhagavan always said that Arunachala is an extra-
ordinary hill; it is magnetic. Once you see it, or once you
think of it, it will keep dragging you to it till your mind
becomes as still as the hill itself. He doesn’t say till all your
problems are solved! About prayer, Bhagavan says, “Your
prayer may be answered today. Tomorrow, it may not be
answered. Does it mean that God is useless? Does it mean
that he listens to your prayers only occasionally? In this
respect, remember, he knows what is best for you.”
Bhagavan said when we pray for something, we may get
it or we may not get it. He said if our prayers are not
answered, it is also because of God’s grace. When | fall
ill, you pray for my recovery; when | recover, you say that
you are grateful to God for my recovery. But if every
prayer is answered, then there will not be any death in this
world. One day or the other, your prayer will not be
answered. On that occasion, you will say that God was
not kind, God was not gracious.

Praying is a good thing; it makes us humble. But the
better thing is not to pray for anything. Bhagavan said that
Arunachala is extraordinary because we don’t have to pray
to God for anything. When we have a desire, we pray for
it, and then we may get it. Again, the next day, we want
something else. This goes on and on. When we want
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something, we have to work for it, and there will be many
obstacles and difficulties in the process - so much
frustration and anger. Bhagavan asks, “Where is the limit
to these desires? Is there any end?”

Ashaa re tadavastha bhoobhaagaa natataste

kaamaanaam kya nu paarah kaamaarer nama naareem

(Uma Sahasram: 29-15)

Aashas, or desires, like the ocean, are limitless. There
is no end to desires. If we want to end them, we must pray
to the person who has no desires of any kind, whatsoever
— kaamaarer nama naareem. That is, we have to bow to
Amba or Parvati.

Bhagavan says that there is one thing that Arunachala
will give us, and that is a state where we will not ask for
anything; we will accept everything as his grace. That is
the state of a sthitapragnya. That is the state where one
is free from sukha and dukha. It is a state where there is
no raaga or dwesha. Who is a stithapragnya? Krishna says
in the Gita (2.56):

duhkhesv anudvigna manah sukhesu vigata sprhah

veeta raga bhaya krodhahsthita dhir munir ucyate

duhkhesv anud vigna manah: one who is not upset by
SOrrow.

sukhesu vigata sprhah: one who is not affected by

happiness.
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veeta raga bhaya krodhah: one who is free from all
attachments, from fear (bhaya) and anger (krodha).

This is a state we can’t attain through our own effort.
When we don’t get angry for one day, it is not because of
our own effort; it is because of his grace. If a person
doesn’t steal, or if a person is perfect, then we can say
God’s grace is on him. The moment a person says that he
is perfect, we can be quite sure that he is not perfect
because a perfect man wouldn’t talk about his perfection.
So, Bhagavan says, “You can’t on your own think of God.
Only God can make you think of him.” Even to pray to
him, you must have his grace. He makes you pray, and
when you pray, you become humble; you realise your
helplessness. Since God has helped you pray, do not ask
for anything. Bhagavan always maintained that praying is
not a business transaction or a bargain.

Lord Narasimha, who killed Prahlada’s father, was a
ugramurthy; he looked terrible, and everyone was afraid
to go near him. So, everyone told the six-year-old Prahlada
to bring him back to the shantham state. Prahlada then
praised Lord Narasimha; the Lord was pleased, and told
the boy to ask for a vara. The six-year-old says, “My Lord,
I love you. | love you without expecting anything in return
for this love. I don’t love you in order to get something
from you.” Prahlada uses the word na vanikoham,
(Bhagavatam Skandha VII Ch10 V4) meaning that he is
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not a businessman. He says, “I don’t want anything in
return.”

When the Lord hears this, he is impressed and says,
“Your love is something extraordinary. For my sake, ask
for something. | want to give you something.” Prahlada
says something that none of us could imagine! “My Lord,
my father insulted you, and treated you badly. My prayer
to you is that you please forgive him. He should not come
to any harm.” He adds, “If you insist on my asking for
something, | will ask for this. Please give me the state of
mind that will not ask for anything.”

The Lord was so pleased, he said, “Your father was born
in your family.” See how he puts it. Normally we say, “You
were born to so and so’s family,” but the Lord says, “Your
father was born in your family, and you are a great bhakta.
So, because he was born in your family, Prahlada, there is
no hell for any one of them - not just your father. Because
of what you have done, and because of your extraordinary
devotion, everyone in your family, that is, seven
generations before and seven generations after, will all be
saved.” This is what happens if you don’t ask for anything.
Then, people are prepared to give you so many things. The
moment you ask, people run away from you. We see this
in real life as well. Prahlada never asked for anything.
When he did ask for something, he asked something for
his father.
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About prayer, Bhagavan says, “You don’t have to pray
for anything. Arunachala, the Lord, knows what is best
for you. He will give you.” Nobody in this world can be
without problems; they will always be there. We don’t
know why we have problems. That is the niyati. But God
will give us the state of mind which will help us accept
sukha and dukha, joy and sorrow, alike. If we accept and
surrender to Arunachala totally, he will give us a state of
mind that will help us accept the good and the bad. Then,
even though we may have problems, we will remain
unaffected by them. We will do our duty without having
the feeling that we are the doer. The moment the sense of
doer-ship is gone, there is peace, shanti.

ahamapetakam nijavibhanakam: the moment the ego is
gone, we will realise the ever-shining self. Ahamapetakam
is to be free from the ego, free from ahamkara and
mamakaara.

vihaya kaman yah sarvan pumansh charati nihsprihah

nirmamo nirahankarah sashantimadhi gachchhati

(Bhagavad Gita 2:71)

There is no sankalpa of any kind, whatsoever. Whatever
comes, we will accept it because we have no mamakaara,
no ahankaara. Such a person is a sthitapragnya, someone
who finds supreme happiness in the self; he does not seek
anything outside. Bhagavan says, “Arunachala will give
you that frame of mind to accept everything as his will.”
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It’s easy to say this, but when we are confronted with
problems, we have doubts. Our faith is shaken, and we
wonder whether we should continue to have faith in God,
Bhagavan or any guru. Bhagavan says, “He knows what
is best for us. He has created the entire universe, not just
you. He will not forget you; don’t think that he is
indifferent to you.” We must count our blessings. Yet we
have doubts; we waver when we have problems. When we
surrender either partially or totally, we get that state of
mind that will accept the good and the bad alike, not
because of our intelligence, not because of our effort, but
because of his unbound compassion. If we are what we
are today, it is because of his tremendous grace. Bhagavan
says, “Grace is always flowing.” Once we accept this,
whatever happens, happens because of his will. He will
grant us that state to make us realise that everything is
happening according to his plan. We will also accept
everything as his will.

* * X% %

187. O mind, it is not wise for you to come out [in the
form of thoughts]; it is best to go within. Hide yourself
deep within the Heart and escape from the tricks of
Maya, who tries to upset you by drawing you outwards.
(Sadhu Om: The beginning of the verse may also be
translated as, ‘O mind, it is not wise for you to expose
yourself to name and fame...”)
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SELF-KNOWLEDGE
(Part 3)
V Krithivasan

In our search of Absolute Reality, dream and sleep are
crucially important. Dream demonstrates the fact that our
mind has a wonderful power of imagination wherein it not
only creates a body and a whole world for itself, but also
deludes itself into believing that its creation is real. Sleep
is important because it demonstrates that we can exist and
be conscious of our existence, even in the absence of our
mind. Adi Sankara says in Vivekachudamani (\erse 294):

SRS ISICIERICCR GG

nityam sushuptaavapi bhava darsanaat. The meaning
is, “Even in deep sleep, in the absence of all knowledge,
one’s own existence is known or perceived.” Bhagavan
says the same thing in Verse 21 of Upadesa Saram:

gqHEUGISIET g |

R b |

Idamahampadaabhihyamanvaham;

ahmileenakepi alaya sattaya

“This is the understanding about the term ‘I’ — it is That
which shines as Pure Being, even when the finite ‘I’
subsides in deep sleep.”

Sleep is the only state in which we experience our being-
ness devoid of any other knowledge. Sleep, therefore,
provides the evidence that our real nature is one of
unadulterated consciousness of our essential being. This
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is the most important clue in our practice of self-enquiry.
To abide consciously as our own essential being is the aim
of self-enquiry.

Sri Bhagavan often said that we have never truly
forgotten our real self or been ignorant of it. We merely
imagine that we do not know ourself as we really are. This
imaginary self-forgetfulness is experienced only by our
mind. The illusion of self-forgetfulness can be destroyed
only through knowing our real nature, by engaging in
constant self-attention.

Our mind cannot function without first limiting itself to
a body. From this arises the imagination of the “other’ —
the world. What we call imagination is a power or faculty
that our consciousness possesses, to modify itself into the
form of our thoughts, feelings and perceptions. Due to this
modification, we create a seeming separation between
ourselves and the objects of consciousness. Therefore, if
we do not limit our consciousness in this manner, we will
not experience anything as being other than ourselves. All
‘otherness’ is experienced only by our mind, which is a
distorted form of our real consciousness.

Anything that our mind forms and experiences within
itself is called as a thought. Perception, conception, idea,
belief, opinion, feeling, emotion, desire, fear etc. are all
included in the category of thought. If we take perception
for example, or the act of seeing, the following occurs. The
light from the object received through the eyes, sets up
an electro-chemical activity in the brain, via the optical
nerve. The mind, which is a form of consciousness,
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interfaces with the brain and interprets this activity and
forms images within itself. All that we know of the external
world, called perception, is only images or thoughts that
our mind is constantly forming within itself.

Our belief that such images correspond to actual external
objects and all scientific explanation with regard to seeing,
are also only mental images or thoughts. Same is the case
with smell, taste, touch and sound. This should lead us to
the conclusion that the outside world as we know it, is in
fact, nothing other than our own thoughts formed inside
our mind. That is why Bhagavan says in Sat-darsanam,
“Manomayam tadbhuvanam vadaamah.

Of all the thoughts found in our mind, the first is the
thought “I’. The mind first forms itself as ‘I’ and only then
forms other thoughts. Without an ‘I’ to think or know
them, no other thoughts can be formed. The other thoughts
come and go, rise and fall, but ‘I-thought’ itself persists
as long as the mind itself persists.

A dream appears within our mind, but our mind
experiences itself as a body within that dream. Sri
Bhagavan says, “This is like someone who thinks the
screen, which is the support of cinema pictures, is part of
the picture.” Sri Bhagavan says that we are in essence
only the perfect, peaceful consciousness of being.
Everything that we know appears within the object-
knowing mind, which is a distortion of this pure
consciousness. Our essential consciousness ‘I am’ is
therefore like the screen on which cinema pictures are
projected. It is one fundamental base (or adhara) that

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL 42, ISSUE-4 38 HYDERABAD, APRIL-2022



supports the appearance or disappearance of the mind, and
everything known by it. Though the world now perceived
by us is experienced within our own mind, we imagine
ourselves to be a particular body, one among many objects
of the world.

If the world were to be only within our mind, the world
is then only an illusion. Can we at any time prove that the
world exists independent of our mind? The answer is ‘NO’.
Except for the experience‘l am’, which is our essential
consciousness, everything else is a product of our mind.
In fact, Sri Bhagavan says that there is no basic difference
between the dream world and the waking world. In Who
Am | he says, “To the extent that vyavaharas (affairs or
occurrences) that happen in the waking state appear to be
real, to the same extent the vyavaharas in dream state also
appear at that time to be real. In both the states, thoughts
and names and forms occur simultaneously.”

The relative reality of our experiences in dream and
waking states cannot be correctly judged from either of
these two states. After waking up, dream appears as unreal.
Just as we judge correctly the reality of dream by stepping
off the dream, we should judge the reality of the waking
state only by stepping out of it, into some state that
transcends it. Sri Bhagavan and other sages, who are
established in the transcendent state of absolute
consciousness, have testified that both waking and dream
are equally unreal. They are both imagined in our mind.
They are ‘mere twirling of thoughts.” (Guru Vachaka
Koval, verse 559).
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We are able to separate ourselves from waking body in
dream state, where we take on a dream body, different
from the waking body. In sleep, we do not possess a body.
Sri Bhagavan asks this question in Ekatma Panchagam
verse 4, “Having separated ourselves, where is body? Just
as all gold ornaments in essence are only gold, for the
jnani, everything is only Self, including his body.” That
is, we are only consciousness and everything we know is
merely a form or image which appears in consciousness.
Just as water is the one substance of which waves are
formed, consciousness is the one substance of which all
thoughts, all objects known by us are made — including
our body.

The external world and all the objects in it are only
thoughts formed in our mind. In the absence of thoughts,
as in sleep, no objects are experienced. Once the mind
becomes active, as in waking and dream, the objects are
experienced. Even now, in our waking state, if we turn our
attention away from thoughts to our own essential self-
consciousness ‘I am’, the external objects will disappear.

Death is the ending of the extended dream called life; it
is the temporary abeyance of the mind. After we have
rested for a while in death, the mind rises in another state
of activity in which some other body is imagined to be
ourselves. Rebirth or re-incarnation is therefore not real,
it is also just a dream. It is an imaginary event occurring
repeatedly in a long sleep of seeming self-forgetfulness.
Until we know what we really are, we will continue to
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experience one dream after another. In each dream, we will
imagine ourselves to be some body.

Fundamental cause of all the suffering and lack of perfect
happiness is the seeming self-forgetfulness. Absolute clarity
of true self-knowledge alone will end this. The illusion of
duality caused by self-forgetfulness will be dissolved in true
self-knowledge, never to rise again. The state of true self-
knowledge is our natural, eternal state of pure self-
consciousness. In reality, it never undergoes any change;
it remains as it is. When we know ourselves as we really
are, we remain as the infinite, absolute reality. In Upadesa
Saram verse 26, Sri Bhagavan says, “Being ourself is
indeed knowing ourselves; our Self is that which is devoid
of two.” In the state of self-knowledge, we do not know
anything “new”; there we shed all our knowledge of
everything, other than ourselves. It is like waking up from
a dream. When we wake up, we do not become something
new. We shed the imaginary experience of the dream, and
we remain as we previously were. Same is the case with
awakening from the imaginary sleep of self-forgetfulness
in which we experienced several lives of imaginary
existence. We remain as our infinite self-conscious being.
This is what Sri Bhagavan refers to in Ekatma Panchagam,
“finally knowing ourselves and being ourselves is like
waking from a dream of wandering about the world”.

In our present experience, the only thing that is real is
our own self-consciousness, ‘I am’. This is the one real
basis of all our experience. When we say, “I know” or “I
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experience”, what we are trying to say is “I am conscious”.
Though sometimes we appear to be conscious of other
things, this consciousness of other things appears and
disappears. The only thing of which we are permanently
conscious, is our own being, ‘I am’.

Even when we are conscious of nothing, as in deep
sleep, we are conscious of our own being ‘I am’. We are
inherently self-conscious and we experience this as ‘I am’.
We are the real consciousness that underlies the imaginary
consciousness of other things. ‘1 am’ is the basis of all other
forms of consciousness. ‘I am’ is the unqualified and
unconditioned form of non-dual consciousness, free from
all limitations, free from dependence on anything else.
Whatever may appear or disappear, or whatever may
change or seem to happen, our essential self-consciousness
always remains unchanged and unaffected. All other things
are relative. Our essential self-consciousness is absolute.
We are absolute Being, absolute Consciousness, and
absolute Happiness. If we want to be free from all
limitations and unhappiness, we must know ourself as we
actually are.

In order to know ourself thus, we must concentrate our
entire attention upon our self-consciousness ‘I am’. This
concentration of our attention upon ourselves is the
practice of atma-vichara or self-investigation. Sri
Bhagavan says this is the only means by which we can
experience our true, non-dual Self.
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To the question “Who am 1?” put by Sivaprakasam Pillai,
Sri Bhagavan answers, “Self-consciousness alone is 1”.
This simple answer summarises all the philosophy he
taught. The only reality is Consciousness, because only
Consciousness knows its own Being.

Being has no form of its own, but is the indefinable
essence of all forms. Being is devoid of limitation, and
hence it is infinite and non-dual. It includes everything
within itself. Just like Being, Consciousness is also non-
dual; it knows only itself and nothing else. The
consciousness that appears to know things other than itself,
is an unreal form of consciousness. Therefore, Sat-chit
denotes only the real and essential being-consciousness.
Being-consciousness is also perfect happiness or bliss. The
happiness that we enjoy when we are conscious only of
being, like in deep sleep, is our essential nature.
Unhappiness is an unnatural condition that appears to arise
only when we superimpose some other knowledge, on our
essential self-knowledge ‘I am’. Sri Bhagavan says, “If we
know what our real nature is, we will discover it to be
beginningless and endless Sat-Chit-Ananda. It is fullness
without beginning or end.”  (Upadesa Saram, verse 28)

* k% %

188. [O mind,] do not waste your life in roaming outside,
pursuing wonders and courting enjoyments; to know Self
through Grace [Self-enquiry], and to thus abide firmly
in the Heart, is alone worthwhile. (Guru Vacakakovai-
translated by Sadhu Om & Robert Butler.)
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The Plunge into Siva’s Grace
Marlies Hibschenberger
(contd. from previous issue)

There were only a handful of Westerners in the ashram.
One of them was a German, Hugo Maier, who had already
been there for fiveyears, and who shared with us his
acquired knowledge, but naturally there was no one who
could ever replace Bhagavan. And there was our great
Muruganar Swami and Visvanatha Swami whose doors
were practically open 24 hours for all the devotees
requesting advice on Bhagavan’s teaching. Or there was
Kunju Swami or Annamalai Swamito whom we could
joyfully listen. Mr. Arthur Osborne, who lived outside the
ashram, had been adding much to the explanation on
vichara/ self-enquiry which was the main and total point
of interest. Mrs. Lucia Osborne, Mrs.Roda Mclver, Miss
Merston or Ma Thalayarkhan who in a more or less male
dominated society cared very much for the needs of those
single ladies who stayed at the ashram. For example,
women at that time were not allowed to stay in the ashram
after dinner.

And there was our beloved old postmaster, Raja, who
used to place the incoming letters into the lap of those
sitting for hours and hours together in the Old Hall. I had
the opportunity to get a room beside our old Ramaswami
Pillai, who paved the path up to Skandashram with heavy
granite stones in Bhagavan’s lifetime.

And those days and weeks were spent sitting in the Old
Hall where | felt Bhagavan had never left, and where his

grace was showered upon me uninterruptedly.
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There was no electricity on the walk around the hill. One
could only trace a few bullock-cart or horse-cart tracks
and one could go all alone in the dark night being in tune
with Lord Siva’s all-pervading power manifested in
Arunachala.

Days and weeks passed, | knew | had been born only
to come here and be filled with what life’s purpose means.
Coming as an empty cup, | left Tiruvannamalai knowing
that | carried now the greatest treasure a being in ordinary
form can be capable of receiving. | boarded the Cambodje
in Colombo, Ceylon and came to Marseille two weeks
later, where my husband to-be, already waited, eager to
hear about my journey to Tiruvannamalai. Since then, we
have come every year for longer or shorter periods.

There is little that | can add to all the published memoirs
about the senior devotees of Bhagavan who are no longer
with us. When | was with Muruganar or say, Visvanatha
Swami, they referred always to Bhagavan’s teachings, and
never took upon themselves any role, other than that of
a humble devotee. What | felt being in their presence was
their immense love for Bhagavan, which in its essence
entered right into my heart and gave me a tremendous
push to melt into the supreme source of my own being.

Surely, time has massively changed Tiruvannamalai after
40 years. The very intimate charming old days drenched
in stillness and peace have in a sense, turned into a busy
pilgrimage place for people all over the world in search
of happiness, solace and spiritual experience. But HIS
POWER REMAINS! (Mountain Path July 2007)
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Dr K Subrahmanain - A Tribute
(A talk delivered on Dr KS Remembrance Day, 11 January 2022)
Smt Mythreye Ramdas

My humble pranams to the lotus feet of Bhagwan and
namaskarams to you all.

To talk about my athimbare, that is, Dr KS to you all,
is always difficult. I have always found that when | have
to talk about him, words fail me. It’s not because | don’t
know what to say, but because my emotions always get
the better of me. | hope, that today, through Bhagwan’s
grace, | am able to do my best.

Athimbare - please allow me to call Dr KS as
athimbare, as | feel more comfortable addressing him so.
As we all know, athimbare was such a simple and humble
person. He was a bundle of love and care. It is very, very
rare to find such a person — someone who is rich in spiritual
knowledge, and also very practical in his day-to-day life.

I am one of the numerous people who benefitted from
his guidance and advice. Athimbare married my aunt,
“Kamu athai”, in 1953. | was barely three years old then.
It was a blessing for me that as a child, | was raised in a
large, but a very close-knit joint family. When he was
teaching in Madras Christian College in Tambaram, KS
athimbare and athai came frequently to stay with us in
Polur. This gave me a lot of opportunities as a child to
meet and interact with KS athimbare and athai — the
interactions laid the foundation for a very strong
relationship with the young couple.
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When my parents started looking for a suitable alliance
for me, KS athimbare came to Polur after visiting his
village, Vailamoor. He listened keenly to what my parents
had to say about the kind of boy and family they were
looking for. Then, looking at me, he said, “Send Mythreye
with me to Hyderabad. I’ll introduce her to some of the
eligible bachelors I know. She can choose the one she
likes.” His words remain fresh in my mind even today. His
broad-minded approach to marriage — and that too
allowing a girl to choose her partner really appealed to me.
But unfortunately, 1 wasn’t able to visit athimbare in
Hyderabad before marriage.

As luck would have it, when | got married at the age
of twenty, | moved to Hyderabad permanently. My
husband was from Hyderabad, and as a result, the bond
between athimbare and me grew even stronger. Luckily
for me, even my father-in- law took a liking to athimbare
and his family, and this gave us more opportunities to meet.
The one thing | remember about our meetings is the
laughter. Athimbare used to crack a lot of jokes, and in
his company we cracked jokes as well. He was also very
observant. Whenever he found me very quiet or looking a
little sad, he used to say, “Come let’s go for a walk”. We
used to walk around in Maredpally for a while, and then
sit somewhere and talk for some time. He was very gentle
and soothing with his words - each word was so effective
that each left a strong and permanent impression on my
mind. After each heart-to-heart session with him, | used
to return home feeling much better. During the early days
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of my marriage, he treated me like a child — whenever he
visited me, he always gave me a Cadbury’s chocolate bar.

Athimbare not only constantly boosted my confidence
by asking me to take up new hobbies, he also educated
and encouraged me to take baby steps in the spiritual
path. In fact, it is because of athimbare that today | am
an ardent devotee and a faithful follower of Puttaparthi Sai
Baba. It so happened that during one of my visits to CIFEL
in the 1980s, athimbare asked me whether | believed in
Puttaparthi Sai Baba. I replied that I didn’t know anything
about Baba. Athimbare said that he was on his way to
Shivam in Amberpet to have darshan of Baba, and if |
wanted to, | could accompany him there. I said “I’m
always open to have darshan of any good person.” |
accompanied athimbare to Sivam and had my first glimpse
of Swami. I’m so grateful to athimbare for having directed
me to my beloved Sai for whom | have developed lot of
reverence.

Whenever | discussed a serious matter with athimbare,
he would come down to my level and become a friend —
and this made me feel so comfortable that | would share
everything with him without any hesitation. Even if | had
a minor problem, he would listen to me with all care and
compassion, and never ignored or brushed me aside as an
ignorant person. That was his simplicity and
magnanimity. During my pregnancy, he used to ask me to
listen to classical music, slokas and spiritual talks. He and
my athai’s family were one of the pillars of support for
me during my husband’s sickness and hospitalisations.
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Once athimbare became busy with the Ramana Kendram
activities, | used to eagerly look forward to his post cards
with Bhagwan’s sayings. Among them, for me still,
“Accept everything as His Will” is my vedamantra. You
people won’t be able to gauge the benefits | derived and
still do from those golden words. They are still my life
saver .

It’s been 24 years since athimbare left this world. It may
be hard for you all to believe that not a single day goes
by without my thinking about him and thanking him. At
this time, | should thank my grandfather Sri Soma Sundara
Iyer, who laid a foundation to lead a very practical life with
values. Athimbare made that foundation stronger which
helped me to face the ups and downs of life. My
grandfather and athimbare were great friends, and had
great regard for each other.

| am ever thankful to KS athimbare for giving me the
mental strength and vairagya to face life with a certain
sense of equanimity. | will always be indebted to this great
soul. During the 1980s and 1990s every household had a
two in one — a cassette player with a radio. | must say that
athimbare was my three in one. | saw a mother in him for
his love and care, a father for his warmth and concern,and
a mentor for his guidance and advice. He was three things
rolled into one. In conclusion, | would like to thank the
organizers of the KS Memorial Day function for giving me
one more opportunity to share my thoughts and feelings
with you all about my beloved athimbare. Thank you.
Namaskarams.

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL 42, ISSUE-4 49 HYDERABAD, APRIL-2022



The Human Dimension of Sri Bhagavan
G Sri Hari Rao

To err is Human, to forgive is Divine

Late Sri K.Krishna Murthy, fondly called Kittu or Kittappa
was a student of the Vedapathasala of Sri Ramanasramam.
Born in 1927, he joined the pathasala in 1938 at the age of
11. After the completion of his studies, he continued in the
Ashram for 45 years, and rose to the position of the chief priest.
He passed away in October 1995. He had the great good fortune
of rendering personal service to Sri Bhagavan, in addition to
serving Him food in the Ashram dining hall. In his
reminiscences, he fondly and reverently recollects the
forgiveness of Sri Bhagavan in respect of their childish
transgressions during his student days.

While Niranjananda Swami looked after the students of
Vedapathasala with great care and affection, he was a very strict
disciplinarian, and enforced all the rules and regulations with
an iron hand. The children were not allowed to go anywhere,
including to their home towns even during festival times, leave
alone granting permission to go to a cinema.

But boys that they were, the temptation to watch a good
Tamil movie was too strong to overcome for the youngsters.
The Ashram gates used to get closed at 9 P.M. The boys used
to sneak from the goshala side, cross the PandavaTheertham
and the cremation ground to go to the movie theatre to watch a
late night show. They used to return again by the goshala side
at around 2 A.M. They were always apprehensive of being seen
by Sri Bhagavan as He came that side at that time to answer
the call of nature. On a particular occasion, they saw Sri
Bhagavan walking towards the goshala. They were terrified
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and quietly slid past Him. Sri Bhagavan simply nodded His
head, smiled and went his way.

Returning at that late hour, they could not wake up early in
the morning at 5 AM to be in time for Vedaparayana. Attempts
of devotees to wake them up also failed. They simply kept quiet
when questioned by Chinna Swamy about their absence from
Parayana. The matter was also brought to the notice of Sri
Bhagavan. He merely said, “Maybe, they overslept!”, but did
not give the boys away.

The compassion of Sri Bhagavan is boundless, and his ability
to forgive is divine. Sri Kittu remembers with deep gratitude,
love and devotion several dimensions of Sri Bhagavan most
important of which were His Samatvabhava and His sense of
humour. [Reminiscences of Sri K.Krishna Murthy recorded
by Mangalam Kalyanaraman and translated by Suresh
Natarajan — You Tube]
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