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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in December 2022

Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
6" December - Kartigai Deepam - 6.00 p.m.
3 Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
. 11" - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.30 - 7.30 p.m.
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(Readers are requested to kindly intimate the Sri Ramana
Kendram Office, their Phone Number and e-mail address)
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© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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You are Not the Doer
(Talk 87)
Dr K Subrahmanian

The moment our children begin to have a mind of their
own, we alternate between happiness and unhappiness. We
would like them to be happy, and so we advise them. You
want your son to be an engineer; whereas, he wants to be
a doctor. You want your son to be what you would like
him to be, and he wants to be what he wants to be - he
has a mind of his own. As he gets older, things become
more complicated. When he has his own family, you realise
that he is more interested in his own son than he is in you.
You feel that he should pay more attention to you for what
you have done. You feel hurt when he doesn’t; you feel
ignored. On such occasions, it is human to think that you
are no longer needed in this world.

We need to realise that affection is one thing and
attachment another. For example, can anyone say his
attachment to his wife and children is greater than his
attachment to himself? We all know that if there is one
person whom we are totally attached to, it is ourselves.
The wife might say she couldn’t live without her husband,
and the husband might say he couldn’t live without his
wife. But we all know that these are mere words; we don’t
really mean them. Otherwise, there wouldn’t be widows
and widowers. Therefore, when somebody says that he
cannot live without another person, he is saying something
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he doesn’t really mean. As far as our children are
concerned, we must understand that we don’t own them;
they do not belong to us. Though we do many things for
them to make them independent, they don’t belong to us
at any time. But because of our attachment to them, we
build castles in the air about how they will be with us all
the time. These things don’t happen. Our parents must have
wanted the same thing, and look what happened - we
became independent of them.

A good parent is one who gives independence to his
children. If a father says, “My children will not do anything
without consulting me,” he has failed miserably as a father.
If you expect your son to consult you on every occasion,
one day or the other, he will be helpless, because you won’t
be there all the time to give advice. The thing to remember
is that only a person who is totally free himself will give
freedom to other people. If I am free, | would like to give
that freedom to others. If I am not free, |1 would like to
bind you to me with something or the other. A real guru
doesn’t bind you. A real guru wouldn’t ask you to come
to see him every day. He wouldn’t worry if you didn’t visit
him after the first meeting. He will not say, “If you come
to me at such and such time, | will you upadesa.” Only
pseudo gurus talk like that.

God has given extraordinary freedom to all of us - he
has even given us the freedom to doubt his very existence.
Sometimes we say that there is no God. When we say such
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things, God does not descend and say, “Look! I am here.”
Though he gives so many things to so many people, he
does not say, “I have given you all these things. Why do
you doubt my existence?” That is why it is said that
moksha means freedom, and not as it is usually believed,
going to heaven. This freedom is the freedom from the
vagaries of the mind, and freedom from all attachments.
Any kind of attachment outside of us is going to make us
unhappy. And so, the moment we expect something from
somebody, especially from people whom we were once
very close to, we will be disappointed. Our expectations
are the cause of all unhappiness.

Everybody needs freedom, but we don’t always give it
to others. You tell yourself that your daughter is wonderful
and she will not do anything against your wishes. Soon
after marriage, you say something to her, and she says,
“No, no, this is not acceptable in my house. My husband
will not like it.” You are shocked by her statement. You
wonder, “What is this? Suddenly this husband has become
more important than me! | have brought her up, and she
says this to me?” And then you tell yourself, it’s all right,
it is all part of the game. Our Upanishads say, “Please
realise that everybody ultimately is interested only in
himself.” If we depend on people, we will be disappointed;
they will not give us the permanent happiness we’re
looking for.

nakarmananaprajayaa dhanenatyaagenaike
amrtatvamaanasuh
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Wealth and children cannot be our source of happiness.
There is no end to our desire to earn; if you are a
millionaire, you would like to become a billionaire, then a
trillionaire, and so on. There is no sense of fulfilment or
satisfaction; our desires keep mounting. Our Upanishads
say that we cannot get happiness from any one of these
things because they are all external to us; and yet, we pay
a lot of attention to them. Those who attained supreme
happiness are people who renounced all these things, not
people who sought them. They were people who
renounced and who gave up the feeling of me and mine.

In our everyday life, who are the people we greatly
respect? Without any fear, we go to people who don’t ask
us for anything. Great sanyasis and great sages don’t have
any sense of me and mine; they are totally detached, and
they don’t seek anything from anybody in this world. We
need to realise that the moment we are totally detached,
we don’t see any distinction between us and the others.
We therefore, become attached to everybody because there
is no difference between us and them. Now what is
happening is that each one of us is attached to our own
daughter, son or granddaughter; our attachment is limited
to our own family and friends. In the case of a jnani, there
is no attachment of any kind, whatsoever; he sees himself
in others, and others in himself. And therefore, there is only
love. He doesn’t ask us for anything. The moment we hear
that there is a person like this, we take some fruit when
we go to have his darshan. He doesn’t ask us for anything,
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but we take something. Why do we do it? We feel we
should give something to him; and, very often, we are
prepared to do this for a person who doesn’t ask. There
may be a few friends in need of money, and when they are
in need, we give them. Then afterwards, when they come
to see you, we are afraid because we think that they will
ask us again. A person who asks is dreaded, whereas, we
give affection to the person who doesn’t ask.

When we go to a temple, we take coconuts, various
types of fruit, and so on. We give them to the priest, and
after he completes the puja, he gives us half a coconut and
some fruit. When we take these things into the temple, they
are our property, but the moment they are returned to us,
we call it prasadam, which literally means ‘joy’. It is the
pleasure of the Lord to return it to us. However rich a
person you may be, you’ll never refuse to take prasadam.
When you come to my house, and | offer you a banana,
you might say, “Sorry, | won’t take the banana; it doesn’t
agree with me.” But if | say, “It’s prasadam from the
temple,” you will not hesitate to take it. At that moment,
it is not a mere banana; it is prasadam from the Lord. The
same fruit will take on different significance, and you will
eat it with great reverence.

Suppose God decides to accept half of what we offer
him in a temple, the number of people going to the temple
would be considerably reduced. We are so happy with the
fact that the Lord himself does not take any of the things
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offered to him, and that we get half of the things back.
After eating a little bit, we take great delight in distributing
the prasadam to others. We’re not interested in retaining
it, but in distributing it, tyaagenaike. When we go to a
sadhu or a saint, we take something for him, knowing fully
well that he is not going to take everything.

We, on the other hand, are constantly asking; we
constantly want something or the other. We want the
affection of our children, we want money, and we want
to do many things with it. When we get what we want,
we are happy; but this happiness is short-lived. Soon, we
want something else. That is why the verse says, “Don’t
think you will get permanent happiness (amrtatvam) from
children or from dhana.” Permanent happiness is attained
through renunciation; the renunciation of the sense of me
and mine. The moment the ego is gone, we belong to
everybody, not just to the members of our immediate
family. The moment a person says that nothing belongs to
him, he belongs to everybody; everyone is eager to
associate with such a person. In other words, everybody
claims him. He does not belong to a particular family for
he is beyond all sense of me and mine. Real tyaga is the
renunciation of the sense of ego; a person who has no
sense of ego is the one who is supremely happy. The
moment a person says that everything belongs to him, we
avoid him; we tend to think he is egoistic and dislike him
for it.
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atmanyeva atmanaatustah sthitaprajnastadocyate

Krishna says that a real jnani is one who finds supreme
happiness in himself, not in things outside of himself. As
long as we seek happiness outside of ourselves, we will
alternate between happiness and unhappiness. If we are
interested in permanent happiness, we should be less and
less egoistic. But we can’t, however, be completely free
from the sense of the ego.

nakarmanaanaprjayaadhanenatyaagenaikeamr
tatvamaanasuh
parenanaakamnihitamguhaayaamvibhrajate tad
yatayovishanti
vedantavignaanasunis
chitaarthasanyaasayogatyatayasuddhasatvah

All saints and sages have attained that supreme state not
by doing this or that. When we do something, we must
do it with full conviction, and also, we must be fully
conscious of what it is that we are doing. We do this
occasionally, but much of the time, we don’t pay attention
to what we are saying or doing. It is like breathing. Are
we ever conscious of our breathing? Most of the time, we
are not. The sages and sanyasis are conscious of
everything, including their own breathing. These people,
with their pure mind, are conscious of the fact that they
are not doing anything on their own; they are being made
use of by the Supreme Being. They realise they are a mere
instrument in the Lord’s hands; and whatever they do, they

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,42, ISSUE-12 36 HYDERABAD, DECEMBER-2022



do it as an instrument. The moment | have the feeling that
I am a puppet in his hands, it is for the Creator to make
use of me. I don’t claim any credit for the success, nor
am | depressed when | am unsuccessful. This is the feeling
that the Lord gives us when we believe that we are not
the doer. We function efficiently because we are neither
going to be ecstatic by success, nor deflated by failure.

Most of the time, we do not function effectively because
we are afraid of the consequence - afraid that we may fail.
Part of our energy is diverted; we don’t pay complete
attention to the task at hand. But when, through his grace,
we don’t worry, there is total involvement in what we have
to do. Most of us begin to worry even before we start
work; therefore, part of the energy is wasted in worrying.
A mind that is expected to be calm, is disturbed. A person
who considers himself to be a mere instrument in the hands
of God will remain indifferent to both success and failure.
The worry will be replaced by a sense of peace that
surpasses all understanding.

karmanyevaadhikaa raste ma phaleshukadaachana
ma karma phala he tur bhuh ma tesangotsvakarmani

The Gita does not say that we should be indifferent to
our work or that we should be lazy. It states that our
attitude to work must change; it must be different. Don’t
think you are going to achieve something great; do your
best, and leave the fruits of action to the Lord. The great
sages and saints were not idle; they were doing a variety
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of things. As they had no attachment to this world, they
did their work extraordinarily well. Krishna says, that real
yoga is karmasu in work - that is, excellence in action is
yoga. Whatever is assigned to us, we must do it to the
best of our ability; and that is possible only if there is total
involvement in our work, without the feeling that we are
working. This is possible only through God’s grace. The
sages and saints worked without any ego. There was no
sense of individuality, no sense of me and mine. How were
they able to do it? How were they able to reach that state
of extraordinary happiness?
vedantavijnanasuniscataartha sanyaasa
yogaatyatayasuddhasatvah
te brahma loke tuparanta
kale paramrtatparimucyantisarve

They were realised individuals who were always aware
of the ever-shining self as the Supreme Being shining in
the cave of their own heart. They had no sense of me and
mine, and they realised that in whatever they did, they were
being made use of by the Supreme Being. They were mere
puppets in God’s hands. They had renounced the ego, and
with it, the feeling, “I am doing”.

* * *

By whatever path you go, you will have to lose
yourself in the One. Surrender is complete only when
you reach the stage, “Thou Art All”, and “Thy will
be done.” (Day by Day- 2.1.46.)
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Ashtavakra Gita 7
The Noose of Body Consciousness
V Krithivasan

SEIMAM TIH R 9gist g3 |

ST AFESIE dEhad Gl 94 |

Dehaabhimaana paashena chiram baddhosi putraka

Bodhoham jnaanakhadgena tannikritya sukhee bhava
(Ch1 Verseld)

Word Meaning:
dehaabhimaana paashena: by the noose of body-
consciousness; chirambaddhosi: you have been bound for
long; putraka: oh, son!; bodhoham: I am intelligence
(Consciousness); jnaanakhadgena: by the sword of
Knowledge; tannikritya: cutting that off; sukhee bhava: be
happy.
\erse Meaning:
Oh son! You have long been caught in the noose of body-
consciousness. Cut off this noose by the sword of
Knowledge ‘I am Consciousness’, and remain happy.
From the day we are born, the identity with a particular
body begins. Sensations like hunger, thirst, pain, etc. are
taken to be *‘my hunger’, *‘my pain’, and so on. Out of the
innumerable bodies that are seen, one body is sensed as
‘I’. The sensory information picked up in this and through
this body is translated into ‘my sight’, “my taste’, etc. Same
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is true for the thoughts, emotions, and knowledge that arise
within, and reflected in the brain. This is not the case with
us alone; everyone in this world has the same experience.
This is called ‘dehaabhimaanam’. This primary datum of
experience, this fundamental assumption is never
questioned. No one would believe any opinion
contradicting this basic assumption. Not in this birth alone;
in countless past births also, this primary ignorance, ‘moola
avidya’ has held sway over us.

Though this ignorance has no beginning, it has an end.
When this ignorance, which is the cause of suffering,
leaves, liberation is said to occur. True knowledge about
ourselves as Pure Awareness and not as the perishable body
will bring about this liberation. Ashtavakra terms this
liberating knowledge as the ‘sword of wisdom’ that cuts
the rope of our identity with the body. This knowledge
comes from seeking the true meaning of ‘I’. In other
words, investigation into the nature of ‘I or atmavicharam
is the jnana khadgam or Sword of Wisdom.

Bhagavan says that ‘I-am-the-body’ notion is the root
thought in our mind. Our mind is a compound
consciousness ‘I am this body’. This comprises two
elements - our essential and fundamental consciousness ‘I
am’, and the superimposed upadhi or limitation called *“this
body’. This upadhi appears at one time and disappears at
another time, and also changes its form-appearing as one
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body during waking, and another, during dream. It is
merely a superficial appearance, an apparition. The only
real element of our mind is the fundamental consciousness,
‘I am’. This is something permanent, and never changes
its form. This is its true form and also the ‘light’ that
enables our mind to know other things and also itself.
When our mind turns its power of attention away from all
things, focusing keenly upon its fundamental consciousness
of being ‘I am’, the noose of association with the body
(dehaabhimanapasham) will be cut. Ahambodham or
Pure Consciousness shines forth. This is a non-dual
experience, and this alone is True Knowledge,
tatvadarsanam.

“Turning away from the objective world, if the mind
delves within, it will find itself to be the nature of
Consciousness. This is the vision of Ultimate Reality.”

(Upadesa Saaram V16).
sl Aftwpaisti & wauaien e : |
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Nissango nishkriyosi tvam svaprakasho niranjanah

Ayameva hi te bandhah samaadhimanutishtasi

(Ch1V 15)

Word Meaning:

Nissango: unattached; nishkriyosi: actionless; tvam: you;
svaprakasho: self-effulgent; niranjanah: blemishless;
ayameva hi: this alone; tebandhah: your bondage;
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samaadhim: state of absorption/ meditation; anutishtasi:
practice, strive.

Verse Meaning: You are unattached, actionless, self-
effulgent and blemishless. This indeed is your bondage that
you strive to remain in samadhi.

In this extraordinary verse, Ashtavakra says, “You are
the Ultimate Truth. Realise that you have been nothing else
all the time. Such being the case, do you need to practice
to be your own Self? Merely give up the thoughts contrary
to this. The thought that you are a limited being, and that
you have to undertake rigorous sadhana to realise your
Self is itself a bondage.”

The highest truth is being imparted here. Samadhi,
considered as the highest state of spiritual attainment, is
actually one’s own natural state, says Bhagavan, as does
Ashtavakra. Though ancient scriptures call it turiya or the
“‘fourth state’ (the others being waking, dreaming and deep
sleep), Bhagavan says samadhi is the only true state The
other three are unreal as they come and go. Their
substratum is samadhi, pure awareness.

However, if identification with the body has already
taken place,when someone considers himself to be an
individual self or jeeva, his true nature as awareness is
obscured. He is instructed to undertake vigorous sadhana
to regain his true nature in conventional Vedantic teachings.
He may succeed in experiencing samadhi briefly and come
out of it later, as his unexhausted vasanas will activate the
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mind again. By frequent experience of the samadhi state,
all the vasanas are burnt up, and he will establish himself
in his svarupam, or samadhi. This is the case with an
ordinary spiritual aspirant.

When someone has extraordinary spiritual maturity, he
is told by great spiritual masters like Bhagavan that, “Self-
Realisation is not something that is gained afresh. What is
gained afresh could be lost later. In that case, it would not
be worth seeking. You are always realized; your present
state of ignorance is the obstacle. Drop this ignorance and
your ever-present pristine nature will shine forth in all its
glory. Why should you imagine yourself to be a limited
jeeva, put on innumerable shackles on yourself, and later
struggle to overcome these limitations?”

The illustration of seeing a rope as a snake in dim light
is given in Vedanta to highlight this teaching. A rope is
imagined to be a snake, causing tremendous fear; one
cannot drive away or kill the snake by any means, to get
rid of the fear. The reason is, there is simply no snake. On
closer examination, it is found that what looked like a
snake is merely a rope. When this knowledge dawns, the
fear vanishes. The rope has always been a rope; there was
never a transformation in its form. Wrong knowledge of
snake alone goes to bring about the cessation of an
imagined ailment. Similarly, when the imagination of being
a jeeva ceases to be, the ever-present Self reveals itself.
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Devotion: The Foundation for any Spiritual
Practice
G. Venkata Ramana

There is none who is ineligible for spiritual practice
(sadhana). Devotion should be the basis of any sadhana.
What is devotion? It is a love for God. There is a difference
between loving God and liking other things. Loving God
begins with the belief that God is the remover of all
sorrows, and the thought that, “God is the bestower — |
am a recipient” gradually turns into devotion. With this
thought, the truth that a “Supreme power exists which is
far greater than me and all creation”, rises. In whichever
form or name or for whatever reason — selfishness, liking,
fear or freedom - God is worshipped, the underlying
thought should always remain “God’s grace — our
surrender”. This is devotion. This seed of devotion is
strengthened through listening, reflecting, and one-
pointedness (sravana, manana, nidhidyasa) and gives a
complete experience that we are not separate from God.
However, if one does not proceed from any of the above,
the totality remains unattained. Therefore, the words that
give peace of mind must be heard, and reflected upon
continuously. These words must be established forever in
the heart. To attain that state, one must first love God and
be devoted to Him. Thoughts arise as a result of the
tendencies of past actions (karmas). As devotion increases,
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we become aware of true joy and happiness in our inner
being. The Self is a constant state of bliss. We are all aware
of the experience of physical pleasure through bodily
comfort and the happiness attained through the tranquility
of the mind. This happiness and comfort are like the froth
on coffee. The extreme effort and the final step in attaining
perpetual joy and happiness is self-realization. This is the
state of turiya (the fourth state beyond waking, dream and
sleep) realized through the paths of action, devotion,
knowledge and yoga. This “bliss’ can only be experienced,
it cannot be described. The happiness and comforts that
we now know are mere shadows compared to this bliss.
Many complain of lack of devotion during sadhana. The
fact is, to begin sadhana itself is devotion. Without
devotion, one cannot be initiated into worship, chanting
or practice of yoga. Devotion is the foundation of all
sadhana. During the course of sadhana, many obstacles
arise due to our vasanas and latent tendencies. The liking
for sadhana should be such that the vasanas do not
obstruct. Parayana and recitation of slokas should be done
with devotion, but mere recitation and chanting is not
devotion. A devotee cannot be judged by external
appearances. One must try to be a devotee, rather than be
known as one. The path of self-enquiry shown by
Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi is also based on devotion.
Devotion begins with a form of God, and ends in
attainment of divinity. Self-enquiry begins with the enquiry
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of our external form and gives the experience of the Self.
Devotion plays a main role in the path of self-enquiry
(though not named as God).

Bhagavan says that each one of us is a form of the Self
(atma), whether one thinks of oneself as Self or not.
Bhagavan declares that our body and our mind are different
forms of the Self. These are like ghee — they appear in one
form when melted, and in another form, when frozen. Self-
enquiry is to analyze the seen body and the unseen mind.
It is in everyone’s experience that both the body and the
mind do not exist in sleep. The joy and peace during sleep
is not experienced during the waking state because of the
ego. During deep sleep, the mind is present as the Self.
During the dream state, it sprouts as ‘I’ due to body
consciousness. In the wakeful state, it merges completely
with the body and remains with the “I am the body”
feeling. The mind and the body are not different from the
Self, but if one stops at this stage, the truth remains
unrealized. Therefore, the thought “I am not the body” or
“I am not the mind” is unnecessary. How can one deny
the seen body and the mind that is constantly being
experienced? When the mind and the body are first
analyzed, it becomes clear that “I am not only the body —
| am the mind also”. On analyzing the mind, its source —
the Self — becomes known. Then we come to know that
“I’m not only the mind — | am consciousness also”.
Therefore, it cannot be simply said that the mind and the
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body are untrue. It needs to be first understood that they
are impermanent — as neither of them is experienced during
deep sleep. This implies that the ‘I’ thought doesn’t occur
continuously to us. Thus, it is understood that the body
and the mind that manifest as ‘I’ are impermanent.

By realizing this truth, we understand that some intrinsic
permanent reality sustains us. That is prana, atma or God.
The ultimate purpose of human life is to realize the Self.
It is the ego that obstructs it. Ego is the “I am the body/
mind” thought. The body and the mind need not be denied.
It is enough if thoughts are given up. The Self is
responsible for the movements of the body and the mind.
Though the power within us remains unrealized, it is
always being experienced. This ego gradually vanishes by
remaining in the ‘I am the Self’ thought as taught by the
elders; by constantly observing the traits of the mind, and
by recognizing the fact that this body is a mere instrument
of the mind. To give up the ego is to know the mind
completely. To recognize the truth that “the power that
operates the creation operates in me too” and to constantly
remember this truth is real surrender. (Sree
Ramananeeyam, Chapter 1, translation, K Saujanya).

* Kk k%

Fever is overcome by the cool light of the moon; want,
by the precious wish-fulfilling tree; and sin, by the holy
Ganges. These three- fever, want and sin- flee at the august
sight of the peerless sage. (Verse 4. Ulladu Narpadu:
Anubandam)
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The Scent of the Master

One evening, Nayana was talking to Bhagavan about the
forests on the Annamalai Hill. He said, “I have seen several
forests in different regions of India, but | have never been
in the Annamalai forests. Immediately Bhagavan said with
the excitement and enthusiasm of a young boy, “I will take
you around and show you all the places. Do you know,
there is not a single spot upon this hill that my feet have
not trodden! 1 know secret places that even the Forest
Department people are unaware of.”

A few days later, Viswanatha Swami went to the Old
Hall after lunch. Bhagavan and Annamalai Swami were in
the hall. As soon as Viswanatha Swami entered the hall,
Bhagavan asked, “What is Nayana doing? Would he like
to go to the forest now?”

Viswanatha Swami said, “Nayana is busy writing
something. But if I tell him you are prepared to take him
to the forest now, | am sure he will put all that away and
happily accompany you into the forest.” Bhagavan sent
Viswanatha Swami to tell Nayana to get ready, and quietly
slipped out of the hall. Viswanatha Swami, Annamalai
Swami and Nayana were the only people with Bhagavan.
He led the secret expedition to the third forest path beyond
the Draupadi Amman temple. They were soon in the dense
forest. There were some brooks and streams, and trees all
around. But it was very hot. Bhagavan knew that Nayana
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could not bear this intense heat. So he took the little group
to a particular tree and bade them rest a while in the shade.
He told them, “This is the ‘Ingudi Tree’. It is mentioned
in Shakuntalam and some other Sanskrit classics. This tree
has medicinal properties, and its shade will be refreshing
and rejuvenating.” Within five minutes, they could all feel
the benefit of the rest in the shade. They followed
Bhagavan deeper into the forest and reached the dry bed
of a stream. Bhagavan sat down there and asked them also
to sit. They all sat for a while in total silence. After some
time, Nayana said, “Bhagavan, shall we go back? People
will start looking for you.”

Bhagavan replied, “If we wait for a few minutes, the
evening breeze will set in and it will become cool and
pleasant, and it will be easier to walk.” So they waited and
sure enough, the cool evening breeze started blowing. They
all got up and got ready to walk back to the ashram. But
just then, they heard footsteps approaching, and saw
somebody parting the bushes and coming towards them.
When the person got closer, they saw that it was
Muruganar. Bhagavan was astonished! He exclaimed,
“How wonderful that he should have found us here!
Nobody knows about this spot!” Upon seeing Bhagavan,
Muruganar hurried closer and fell at Bhagavan’s feet with
tears streaming from his eyes. Bhagavan asked him, “How
did you reach this place? It is so secret that even the forest
rangers do not know about it!”
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To this, Muruganar replied, “Does not the dog know
to follow its master’s scent?” In a voice shaking with
emotion, Muruganar continued, “l got back from the
temple at noon. I could not find Bhagavan in the hall, and
nobody was able to tell me where he had gone. | went to
Palakothu and realised that Nayana was also missing. Then
| remembered that Bhagavan and Nayana were planning
to go to the forest. But | did not know which route you
might have taken. The temple watchman told me that he
had seen you going towards the cattle market. So, | just
walked along chanting Bhagavan’s name, and here | am!”
To Muruganar, it might have seemed simple, but it was,
in fact, not an easy task to have walked two miles into
the pathless forest and found the hidden spot that
Bhagavan was in. (Ramana Tiruvilayadal Tirattu,
Translation, Lalitha Krithivasan)

* Kk Kk *

Save Me !

When a devotee asked Sri Bhagavan whether what is
written about Him as ‘the Ocean of Mercy’ was true, Sri
Bhagavan is said to have retorted. ‘ocean?’, ‘Ocean has
boundaries !’

Sri Bhagavan’s compassion has no boundaries.

During the last illness of Sri Bhagavan, large number of
devotees stood in the queue to have darshan of Sri
Bhagavan. The queue was so long that a person could not
have more than a second or two for His darshan. Even
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these silent march past were not without some incident or
other, to show how compassionate and alert is Sri
Bhagavan was. One timid devotee, Mangaram, who is
never known to have talked to Sri Bhagavan or to sit in
the Hall anywhere except in the back rows, summoned up
courage to throw a slip of paper at the feet of Sri Bhagavan
as he passed along. Sri Bhagavan took the slip, read it and
asked for the person to be brought. The attendants fetched
him before Sri Bhagavan as though he were a culprit to
be reprimanded for breaking the discipline. Sri Bhagavan
looked at him full in the face with a broad and beaming

smile and nodded assent.

The slip contained the words, “Save me”.

[Source : Purushothama Ramana, Sri V.Ganesan,
Ramanasramam Publication]
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