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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in March 2023
. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
. 3“and 30" - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.30 - 7.30 p.m.
. 39 Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
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(Readers are requested to kindly intimate the Sri Ramana
Kendram Office, their Phone Number and e-mail address)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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No Escaping Yama
Talk 86
Dr K Subrahmanian

Everyone is afraid of mrithyu, death; we think our
happiness lies in being alive. We are ready to put up with
anything in order to be alive. When someone suffers from
a dreadful disease, other people think that he is suffering
so much that it would be a relief for him if he dies - but
the sufferer doesn’t think so. He wants to live for some
more years. Nobody wants to die. There are a few
exceptions, as in the case of a suicide, where a person finds
life so miserable that he puts an end to it. But, by and large,
no one wants to die.

Day after day, we have breakfast, lunch, tea, and then
dinner. We go to bed, get up, and then talk to people. We
do this for years, with an occasional change in routine. In
the course of this, we are happy, unhappy, and sometimes
even depressed. When we don’t have anything interesting
to do, we say we are bored, but we never say we are tired
of life. We would like to live as long as we possibly can,
but we don’t want to be called old. We want to remain
young. This is human nature. When we take people around
our village, and show them the ancient temple, we say with
great pride that the temple is perhaps eight hundred years
old. In such cases, the older it is, the prouder we are.
However, when it comes to human beings, nobody likes
to be told he is old; there are no antiques among human
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beings. A very old object is greatly appreciated, but a very
old person, on the other hand, rarely so. So Shankara says:
ma kuru dhana jana yauvana garvam
harati nimesaatkaalah sarvam maayaa
mayamidamakhilam hitva
brahmapadam tvam pravisa viditva

We are proud of our youth, and when we are young,
we sometimes make fun of old people and their outdated
ideas. We think that they are old-fashioned, and we say
so many negative things about old age. This is because
when we are young, we can never imagine that we too
will become old, and die one day. It is difficult for us to
think of death because we feel it is very far away. On the
other hand, it is equally very difficult for the old not to
think of death. When we hear that someone we knew has
passed away, we are shocked - that is human nature.

dhana jana yauvana garvam- just because we have a
lot of money, we think we can buy people and happiness.
Hence, we are proud of our money power, our youth, and
of our friends and relatives. We believe that in an
emergency, they will come to help us. But Shankara warns
us not to be proud of these things.

harati nimesaatkaalah sarvam- just because we are
young, have money (dhana), and have friends (jana), it
doesn’t mean that Yama will say that he will not touch us
for a hundred years. When the time comes, all these
possessions will be taken from us. When Yama arrives, we
will have neither dhana, jana nor yauvana - all these will
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be taken away from us. This is the reason Yama is called
Dharmaraja. He is very just; he will arrive at the appointed
time to take us away. The street dog too dies at its
appointed time, not a minute before or after. That is why
Gandbhiji used to say that we all leave this world at the
appointed time - neither early, nor late. Yama is impartial;
he has no likes or dislikes. He does not distinguish between
a good person and a bad person; he doesn’t shorten the
life of a bad person by five years, and lengthen the life of
a good person by ten. Yama means ‘to control’. He is a
person who has tremendous self-control. Imagine what
would happen if our government had the power to take
away our lives, or if God gave the Chief Minister the
power to take away our lives? Those who criticize the
Chief Minister would die early, and those who flatter him,
would live for a much longer period. If someone is good,
it does not mean that he will live for a longer period of
time. Jesus Christ was crucified at the age of thirty-two.
Vivekananda and Shankara left their bodies in their thirties,
and Sri Ramakrishna at the age of fifty. Buddha left his
body when he was around eighty, and Bhagavan when he
was seventy-one.

So, is there a pattern in this? Can we say that if we adopt
a particular lifestyle, we will live up to a particular age?
No, there is no such pattern. That is why we say that
nothing is in our hands. However, when we are young, we
feel that we will live up to one hundred! Sometimes, we
hear of somebody going to work and suddenly meeting
with an accident. We are shocked to hear that he passed
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away. Another day, a bus plunges into the river killing
everyone on board. Why should such things happen? We
have no answer. All we know is that such things can
happen to any one of us, at any time.

Nobody can predict what will happen and what will not.
That’s why Shankara says tasmat jagrataa. He cautions
us to be careful. If we are alive today, it is because of
God’s grace. That is why some people express their
gratitude to God before going to bed. There are some who
think that they might not get up the next day, and therefore,
they not only express their gratitude, but also beg him to
forgive them for all that they have done. They do it because
they feel that they may not be given another opportunity
to do it. We get up in the morning, day after day, but that
doesn’t mean it will go on endlessly. Shankara says harati
nimeshaat - in a trice, all these things will be taken away
from us; the whole thing is an illusion.

Sometimes, we feel that God doesn’t give us everything
we ask for, and that he has forgotten us. On such
occasions, we must remember that there are millions of
things in this world. There are birds, plants, animals, small
insects, and even bacteria that we can’t see with our eyes.
We all work very hard and have a bank balance. What do
birds and animals have? They are also like us - they get
up in the morning, they feed, and then they return in the
evening to sleep. The difference between animals and us
is that they live from day to day. They live in the present;
they don’t plan ahead.
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The problem with man is that he does not live from day
to day; in fact, he looks down on people who lead this kind
of existence. We earn, and put something in the bank for
future needs. We think of all kinds of problems that may
befall us - that we may fall ill, and that we may not have
enough money, etc. Our whole life is spent in earning more
and more money; we seldom find the time to spend the
money we have. Then, when we stop earning, we think of
the glorious days when we earned money, and we realise
that people respected us as long as we were earning. Then,
what happens? Shankara says,

yaavadvitto paarjana saktahstaavannija parivaaro
raktah
pashchaajjivati jarjara dehevaartaam koapi na
prichchhati gehe

Why do people want an extension after retirement? We
would like to be in some job or the other, not because we
like working, but because it gives us a lot of satisfaction
to tell people that we are working in a particular
organisation. As long as we have the capacity to earn
money, our friends and relatives respect us, and they will
be interested in talking about their relationship with us.
Everyone is interested in talking about a relative who is
prosperous. This again is human nature. One never talks
about a poor relative because we don’t want to be
associated with such a person. However, if a Minister is
even a distant relative of ours, we will tell people about
this. Shankara says that everyone is interested in
associating themselves with people in power and people
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who are young. So long as we have the capacity to earn
money, we will have a battalion of friends and relatives.
Even though they are not part of our parivara, they will
talk about us, our greatness, and how we are related to
them.

pashchaajjiivati jarjara dehe- Shankara says we can’t
however go on earning money; there will come a time
when we stop earning because the body becomes weak
(jarjara). At that point,

vaartaam koapi na prichchhati gehe - no one will listen
to what we have to say. We have seen this happening
around us, but somehow, we don’t realise the importance
of this. When introduced to someone, the first question that
is asked is, “What are you?” We can’t say we are a human
being; we have to state our profession. If we are retired,
and are no longer working, nobody is interested in talking
to us. If someone says that he is an IAS officer, there is a
great deal of interest, and a great deal of conversation. In
our own house, nobody will even bother to ask how we
are doing. People become totally indifferent to a man who
has no money or is not earning. Shankara says that we
should not think that people are attaching a lot of
importance to us; we are important because of the job we
have. When we no longer have the job, our importance
also disappears - people will stop coming to us or calling
us. This is one of the reasons why people dread retirement.

If, as a young man, we failed to spend time meditating
on God, or doing puja or japa, we wouldn’t know what
to do with our time after retirement. Most people think
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that they should start their spiritual life at the age of fifty
or sixty. It is not possible to start something new at that
age. If we had been doing something for a long time before
our retirement, we would be able to spend more time on
it. If we spend our time reading good books, doing puja,
japa, or dhyana, we wouldn’t worry about what other
people say. But if we have spent our whole life making
money, and we find that we are not able to make money
anymore, we will be disgusted with ourselves, and we will
not know how to spend our time. People will also look
down on us because we have no other interest. That is why
we should start these things when we are young, because
we will not be able to develop new interests when we are
old. Even when young, when we are ill, or when the body
has a disease, we don’t find it easy to do puja or japa.
When we are old, and we become physically weak, we
won’t have the inclination to think of God.

Shankara says people respect us, not for what we are,
but for what we earn. Therefore, the moment we find out
who we are through japa, puja or dhyana, we will not
worry about other people’s opinions. What others say
about us will not affect us in the least; what is more, others
will be affected by the good things that we do. If we are
good, then, through the grace of God, we will do good,
without our trying. In other words, our very presence will
do a lot of good to other people because we are not
interested in their opinion. The sun doesn’t worry if you
do not praise it; when it rises and shines, so many activities
take place. The sun itself, however, remains unaffected.
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One Bhagavan can influence millions of people in different
parts of the world - that is the power of goodness.

If we want permanent happiness that will give us peace,
and escape the cycle of happiness and unhappiness, then,
we must not assert ourselves, but give up the ego and
surrender ourselves to the Supreme Being. Everyone
attains immortality only through renunciation - renunciation
of the highest kind. It is the renunciation of the ego, which
is the most difficult thing to do. If ahamkara and
mamakara are renounced, we get peace, shanti, and
amrtatvam. What kind of amrtatvam is this?

parena naakam nihitam guhaayaam
vibhrajadetadyatayo visanti - great jnanis have entered
parena naakam nihitam: there is something within us,
within the cave of our own heart. hrdayakuhara madhye:
there is something that is always shining as the ‘I’in our
hearts. ahamhamiti saaksad: everybody says ‘I’, whatever
be the language. This I is not the ego; there is something
underneath which is always shining in the cave of your own
heart. So, Bhagavan says, ahamhamiti saakshaat atma
rupe na bhaati. The thing that is shining, does not shine
occasionally; it is always shining in us. It is here, there,
and everywhere. We don’t have to go outside of us. So,
the Upanishads say,

na karmana na prajaya dhanena tyagena eke
amrtattvam aanasuh
parena naakam nihitam guhaayaam vibhraajate yat
yatyah visanti
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The supreme state is not heaven and supreme happiness
is not outside of us; it is always present in our own heart.
We must realise that the Supreme Being is within us. This
is the state all jnanis and saints understood, saw, and
realised. They experienced this as something that shone
within them. They reached that supreme state not by
accumulating, but through renunciation. They meditated
on the Supreme Being within. Unless we have the grace
of God, we can’t meditate on it straight away. That’s why
our ancestors told us to go to temples, to punya shetras
and to satsangs - so that we will eventually realise that
God is within us. The moment we realise that he is within
us, we will see him in every individual. So, till such time,
we have to do puja, japa, dhyana, and go to punyashetras.
So, each one evolves in his own way.

The moment we are told he is within us, we try to accept
it with our mind, but we don’t feel it emotionally. When
we think of all the horrible thoughts that come to the
surface when we are meditating, we find it very difficult
to understand that these emanate from the ever-shining
Self. Even though we may believe in the existence of the
Self, we find it difficult to accept it. Belief means faith;
the moment we have the experience, there is no
questioning.

Sri Ramakrishna was asked by Swami Vivekananda
whether he could show him God. What he said was that
the moment we say we have seen God, it is a very relative
thing. We can say that we have seen Krishna who is a
manifestation of the Supreme Being. But when a man says
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he has seen God - the impersonal, nameless God - then,
what it means is, he has become God. That is why it is
said that in that state there is nobody to say, “I have seen,”
or to say, “l have not seen.” In that state, what do we say
if somebody asks? The only answer would be mauna. We
can create an experience for another person, but we can’t
say we have seen, because when we experience him, we
become him. Those who understand and have experienced
Brahman become Brahman. That is why Bhagavan says
that this is an experience that we cannot express through
words. He categorically says, “I cannot say when | came
to Arunachala, who Arunachala was; there was nobody
there to say, ‘I have seen.” Nor was there anybody to say,
‘l have not seen’.” It is a paradox. \We cannot say we have
seen, nor can we say, we have not seen, for that is a stage
beyond expression. In other words, the way we can convey
our experience is through silence.
na karmana na prajaya dhanena tyagena eke
amrtattvam aanasuh
parena naakam nihitam guhaayaam vibhraajate yat
yatyah visanti

What this state is, we will experience within us; we will

experience it within the cave of the heart.

* k *

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,43, ISSUE-3 39 HYDERABAD, MARCH-2023



Ashtavakra Gita -10
The Self Alone Illumines Everything
V Krithivasan

A1 YHIARIB] S8HH Tl SFI |
3dl 99 SIedd 31l | 9 s |

Yatha prakashayamyeko dehamenam tatha jagat
Atho mama jagatsarvam athavaa na cha kinchana

(Ch2Vv2)
Word Meaning
yatha: just as; prakashayami eko: (I) alone illumine;
deham: body; enam: this; tatha: so; jagat: world; atho:
therefore; mama: mine; jagat: world; sarvam: all; athavaa:
or else; na cha kinchana: nothing at all.
Verse Meaning

Just as I alone illumine this body, so do I reveal this world.
Therefore, mine is all this world, or saying it differently,
nothing is mine.

Janaka appears to be speaking in riddles. “I see
everything in me; | am not in any of them.” Whatever is
known, is known through Consciousness which is the basis
of knowledge. No knowledge is possible without
Consciousness’ participation. In every perception, thought
or insight, Consciousness is in the background. But none
of these are in Consciousness. Buddhi or intellect is first
illumined by Consciousness. The light reflected from
intellect, illumines the senses; through the light of the
senses, the world is perceived. Can there be sight without
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there being a seer? Even though every atom of the
Universe is permeated by the Self, none of these are in the
Self. Even though an entire city, with its streets and
gardens are seen in the mirror, none of them are in the
mirror. In the same way, the Self alone is the basis of the
entire Creation. Gold is there in all the jewels; but no jewel
is in the gold. Gold can exist independent of the jewels,
but not the other way around.

In Ulladu Narpadu, Bhagavan says:

“Though the world and mind rise and fall together, the
world shines by the light of the mind. The ground whence
the world and the mind arise,and wherein they set, the
Perfection rises not, nor sets, but ever shines. That is
Reality.” (\Verse 7)

¥ RRAE! a4 uRegsg JaiegI |

PRI PIAARd WA faARI

Sa shariramaho vishvam parityajya mayaadhunaa
Kutaschit kaushalaadeva paramatma vilokyate (ChV3)
Word Meaning
sashariram: along with the body; aho: oh; vishvam:
universe; parityajya: giving up; maya: by me; adhunaa:
now; lutaschit: through some; kaushalaadeva: skill only;
paramatma: Supreme Self; vilokyate: is visualised.
Verse Meaning
Oh, having renounced this world along with the body, |
now perceive the Supreme Self through some innate skill.

Janaka is overwhelmed by his experience of the Self.
“What a marvel! Through the instructions of the guru,
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coupled with my own self-enquiry, | have discovered that
the body and the world are mere names and forms. When
| drop the name and form from my vision, what remains
is only the Supreme Self!”

When a potter is asked as to how he brings out so
many varieties of clay vessels, he replies that he adds
merely name and form to the clay!Similarly, the Supreme
Self has pushed out names and forms from Itself. Names
and forms do not have independent Reality. Self alone is
the only independent Reality.

Bhagavan says in Upadesa Saram:

“Giving up knowing external objects, when the mind
engages in knowing one’s own form of light, True
Knowledge results.”(Verse 16)

* * * %

What is Worthy to be Desired?

18. The great wealth that exists in enlightened sages
(jnanis) is only the subtle secret of how to be still, abiding
in perfect peace as the mere thought-free existence-
consciousness “I am.” Therefore, how wretched it will be
if one greedily desires to attain from them mere worldly
pleasures, such as gold, wealth or fame, which will only
make one suffer in delusion. (Sadhanai Saaram, Sadhu Om.)
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My Thatha
Mahidhar Sridhar

(Talk given online on 11.01.23 on Dr. KS Remembrance
Day at Sri Ramana Kendram, Hyderabad)

Mr President, members of the Kendram, and devotees,

Mani thatha is what | used to call my grandfather - Mani
being the shortened form of Subrahmanian. I think I liked
that ring to the name because he was never plain thatha —
he was Mani thatha. | occasionally also called him bell
thatha...since mani in Tamil also means bell. Mani thatha
would roar with laughter when he heard the English
version of his name. He was normally attentive to anything
that | said or did, but sometimes, the newspaper seemed
to be his whole world. So after calling out his name in the
usual fashion, I would sometimes call out very
commandingly, “Mani!” He would immediately respond
with a hug and a kiss and say with amusement, “Just listen
to how he is calling out to me!” My great grandmother,
whom we called Mami would not approve, but my
grandfather would say, “You don’t call me by my name.
Let the child have the pleasure of doing so.” Mami was a
true sport, so she would remain silent, and let her son and
great grandson enjoy the moment.

I was the first of the four grandchildren, and therefore,
thatha treated me like a celebrity. He was the one who
suggested names for all the four grandchildren. He
supposedly gave a list of names, since he was asked to,
and the respective parents chose one among them. He
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would lie down next to me, cuddle me, walk with me, run
with me and clown around like a playmate. | always felt
that | could approach him anytime, and he would never
scold me.

When thatha was working in CIE, | would go up to the
gate to say goodbye to him as he went to work. As he
turned round the corner, | would stand on the gate and
yell out, “Mani thatha! Ta-ta!” He would stop at the corner
of the road, and not just wave, but shout out with glee,
“Bye!” People on the campus would comment, “We know
when Mahidhar has arrived! The campus resounds with
Mani thatha this and Mani thatha that!” When he was
returning in the evening, | would race to meet him at the
corner of the street where he would be talking to
colleagues. When 1 tugged at his hand impatiently, he
would tell the others that he needed to attend to more
urgent matters, and would chase me home. After having a
cup of coffee, he would smile and ask, “Now where do
we go?” | would say “Landscape garden.” He would give
a proud smile and say, “Listen to him! He’s able to say
such a big word at this age.” It was then to either
Landscape garden or Vijaya dairy for an ice cream on
thatha’s scooty.

Colours fascinated me from a young age, and Subhama’s
diverse art work worked its magic on me. | drew, coloured,
stitched and attempted to do all the art forms that she
indulged in. Subhama, my grandmother, was a kind, but
firm teacher. She would appreciate my work, but would
also point out how it could be improved. Thatha was very
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indulgent and thought that | was Picasso. When there was
a drawing competition for children in various categories,
thatha felt that | should participate. He came home on a
Sunday morning, picked me and amma up on his scootie,
and we went to a place that was teeming with children.
My favourite animal then was a cow, and so a cow | drew.
As | came out, thatha said, “I am sure yours was the best
drawing!”

Early next Sunday morning, thatha came home with
several copies of the Sunday magazine section of the
Hindu. He gleefully said, “Your drawing has been published
in the newspaper!”, and sure enough there was the drawing
of my cow with my name Mahidhar written alongside. He
then pointed to another picture and said, “And see! Here
is a picture of you painting. You are famous!” He never
talked about the prize | hadn’t won.That was Mani
thatha.....making something small seem so very, very
special. | noticed that he didn’t do this just with me....he
was like this with everyone!

When we moved to Delhi from Pune, | had to start
studying Sanskrit. | had studied Hindi in Pune, so the script
was not a problem. The school had already done a year
of Sanskrit, so | had a lot of catching up to do. The teacher
suggested getting a tutor, but I was reluctant. My mother
helped me out for a month or two, and then we had
vacation. We went to Hyderabad. Thatha had told me to
bring my Sanskrit textbook to Hyderabad. He had retinal
detachment, and so his vision was rather blurry. He listened
as | read aloud a lesson every day. He explained every
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single word in the lesson, and later on, explained the
meaning of the entire lesson. He showed no impatience,
but followed a schedule diligently. I am ever grateful to
him for this, for it also allowed me to spend more time
with him.

Thatha regarded me as his little helper. He asked for help
to push his feet into the chappals, find his cane or his
glasses, etc. He always patted me on the head or on the
back once the deed had been done. He would tell everyone
how wonderfully helpful I was, making me almost feel like
| had moved the Himalayas for him!

When we moved from Delhi to Chennai in 1997, | was
in ninth standard, and my brother, Viomakesh, in sixth. We
were studying in The Mother’s International School. The
Principal there suggested that we try for the top three
schools in Chennai and gave us their names. The academic
calendar of Delhi being different from Chennai, we had to
fly to Chennai to write an entrance exam for what was
rated as the best school in Chennai. A day after the entrance
test, the Vice Principal met us and told us that we had done
well, and that the admission was through. We could pay
the fees the following month. We flew back to Delhi,
happy. Later that month, Mani thatha and Subhama came
to Delhi to spend time with us, and enjoy the cold weather
of Delhi. Thatha enjoyed the vegetable offerings of winter
Delhi. He would call out to us when the vegetable vendor
was passing by, and ask my mother to buy the ever-so-
fresh carrots, the long-leafed turnips, the peas, and the
spring onions. He relished his food and was ever so
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generous with his praise for the person who had made the
meal. | remember that he once told us that it was a custom
in Swedish families to thank the person who had cooked
the meal.

We said goodbye to Delhi and travelled to Chennai
together by train with thatha and Subhama. | remember
that it was a jolly journey, and thatha said that we must
travel more often like this, especially after Achala and
Ananya returned from the US.

Once in Chennai, my mother made several trips to the
school that had technically granted us admission. However,
it soon became obvious that the school was playing a game
of its own, arm-twisting my mother into working for them
without pay. My mother told thatha that she did not want
to send us to a school with no value systems. Thatha didn’t
seem worried. He said, “The children are bright. They will
do well wherever they go.”

My mother’s cousin was sitting in our home during this
conversation. She turned to thatha and said, “You write
for the Hindu and everyone knows you. Surely all you need
to do is to make one call, and that will solve the problem.”
| suppose thatha knew that too, but he probably felt it
wasn’t necessary. He was not doing well physically, even
at that time. We had no phone at home because we had
just moved to Chennai, and it was not an era of mobile
phones. There was a telephone booth across the street.
With assistance, he crossed the street and spoke to the
Education correspondent of the Hindu, and told him the
horror tale of the school admission. The correspondent
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asked us to come to the office with the academic records
to see if he could do anything. When my parents went to
meet him, he went through everything and decided to call
the CBSE Director at Anna Nagar. He told the Director
that he was calling in connection with the grandsons of
Dr KS. He then put forth the strange case, and asked the
Director if he could meet us. After putting down the
phone, the correspondent told us that if thatha could
accompany us to see the Director, it would be wonderful.

The CBSE office was on the second floor. There was
no lift, so thatha stayed below with Subhama. The Director
looked at our academic and extracurricular file and asked
us if we would still like to have admission in the school
that was playing truant with us. He said he could make it
happen. My parents politely declined. He then called
another school and said, “I have before me the daughter
and son-in-law of Dr. K Subrahmanian. They have a very
strange story that I will narrate later. Dr KS’s grandchildren
are bright, and I would like to recommend your school to
them. Dr. Subrahmanian is doing so much for education;
we should do something for him.”

He then turned to us and asked us to meet the Principal
of the school the next morning. My parents thanked him
and then my mother said, “My father is waiting downstairs
since he cannot climb the stairs.” The Director immediately
said, “l will come down and meet him. It will be an
honour.”

My brother and | had always been aware of the elevated
status of thatha as a teacher, and as a writer of the two
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columns, Know Your English and Between You and Me.
But when we saw how much he was respected by total
strangers who were also powerful people, it was stunning.
And yet, thatha never wielded his influence until he
deemed it absolutely necessary. It was funny that he played
with us like he was a child himself and never showed any
traces of how important he was to other people. In the
new school, we were known as Dr KS’s grandchildren. It
was heart-warming, but it was also challenging because our
teachers expected us to outperform the other students, and
behave more responsibly than them.

There were photos of Ramana Bhagavan and Arunachala
in every room in thatha’s house. He never spoke to us
about Bhagavan, but the constant recitation of
Aksharamanmalai, both by Mami and by thatha, made it
evident that this was an integral part of everyone’s life. We
never went to Tiruvannamalai with thatha, but we did go
many times with Mami and Subhama. Thatha never
frowned on noise when he was meditating. When we went
to him, he would quietly pull us towards him, sit us on
his lap, and envelop us in a tight brace. We were content
sitting there.

My brother and | remember meeting many members of
the Kendram and rightly assuming they were family
members, not only because of the strong bond they had
with thatha, but their warm attitude towards us. Mr.
Keshava Reddy was the police officer who could frighten
my naughty brother into some sense of obedience. Mr.
Ram Mohan was very liberal with his time, and took us
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around Hyderabad. Dr. Narasimha Rao was a regular
visitor caring for thatha’s eyes. Mr. Srinath was the Santa
Claus who always had a gift in his pocket. Mr.Ramanayya
always had biscuit packets for us. Mr. Raghavender asked
us to demonstrate our karate moves during a function in
his house. Dr. Uday Kumar was a constant monitoring
presence in the house during thatha’s last days. What | am
trying to say is that we continue to be overwhelmed by
the love that the members of the Kendram have shown
towards thatha, and continue to show towards us. In a
world where people are forgotten even as they live and
breathe, as a family, we are astounded by the love, affection
and respect that the Kendram continues to shower on
thatha. As grandchildren, we have been fortunate to be part
of this wonderful journey. Thank you.
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