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Who is Getting Angry?
Talk 91 A
Dr K Subrahmanian

In general, all of us are very interested in finding out a
lot about other things and other people; we seldom attempt
to find out more about ourselves - what kind of person
we are, why we become angry, jealous, etc. Some of us
spend our entire lives trying to find out what so and so
did, why he did what he did, etc. When we acquire a lot
of information about a person or thing, we are called a
‘specialist’. We are happy when people call us an “‘expert’
on something. Our whole life is spent in knowing a great
deal about other people and things. While we actively
participate and find great joy in gathering information
about people and things, we become frightened when we
are asked to find out who we are. Some of us don’t even
consider doing it. Those that try, realise how extra-
ordinarily difficult it is. It is easier for us to pick up a book
and read, or to interview someone to find out what
happened in Hyderabad or elsewhere yesterday or the day
before. We would rather lose ourselves in spiritual books
like the Ramayana and the Mahabharata or doing some
meaningless work than look within ourselves. This is one
of the extraordinary things about human life; we are
constantly exploring the world outside us, but are
frightened to explore the one within us.

We are all proud of our possessions. We talk about ‘my
car’, ‘my house’, ‘my wife’, ‘my children’, etc. Do we truly
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possess any of them? The use of the word ‘possess’
suggests that we have control over them. Do we really
have control over of our wife and children? Do they do
whatever we want them to, or tell them to? We know from
everyday experience, they do not. There are times when
they make us very angry by going against our wishes. We
don’t really have control over them. The same is true of
our body as well. We constantly talk about ‘my arms’, ‘my
legs’, ‘my eyes’, etc. But do we really have control over
any of these organs? Once again, the answer is no. There
are many parts of the body that we have no control over.
Take for example, the tongue. Do we have control over
it? Of course not! Otherwise, we would not say some of
the things that we do. After an angry outburst, we become
disappointed, and tell ourselves, “From tomorrow, | will
control my temper - | will not get angry.” When we
become jealous of someone’s achievements, we tell
ourselves it is not good to be jealous. We ask ourselves,
“Why am | jealous?” Nobody asks the question, “Who is
the person who is jealous?” or “Who is this person who
can’t keep his tongue in check?” The answer to these two
questions is, “I am that person.”

The extraordinary thing is that the person who is angry
tells himself that he should not be angry; similarly, the
person who is jealous, tells himself that he should not be
so. What happens when we are angry? When we get angry,
it is not just the mind, but our body is affected as well.
When we are very angry, the mind gets agitated, and the
agitation can be seen in the body as well. People can sense
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our anger, and we can feel it as well because anger, which
is an emotion, results in a rise in body temperature. When
we are angry, we begin to sweat because of the rise in our
body temperature. In other words, there is a close
relationship between the psychological and the physical
aspects of anger - what is in the mind, is reflected in the
body. This explains why when someone gets angry, we say,
‘cool down’, ‘calm down’, etc. All languages have such
expressions.

So, it is not the question of the mind or the body, it is
the question of the mind and the body. When a man says,
“l am angry with you,” he is merely making a statement.
We can be quite sure that he was very angry with us in
the past, but is not angry with us right now. When we are
angry, we are possessed by the emotion; as a result, we
are not even aware that we are angry. At that moment, we
are angry both physically and mentally; there is no
difference between anger and us - we are anger. The
moment we say, “l am angry,” the anger has ceased. We
realise our anger only after it has gone. The moment we
start counting from one to ten in order to calm down, we
can be quite sure that the anger is fading away. We cannot
start counting when we are really angry, because at that
moment, we are not even conscious of the fact that we
are angry. Anger is like madness, it possesses us; we do
not possess it. When we begin to analyse our anger, we
are no longer angry.

Once a year, some people recite an important mantra
about one thousand and eight times.
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Kamokaarsheeth manyurakaarsheeth namo namah.

The person who recites the mantra is saying, “I did not
do the things that I did during the last one year. It was
my kaamokaarsheeth, my desire and manyurakaarsheeth
—anger - which made me behave the way I did.” Like the
rest of us, | too have this ideal of not being angry; the
reality, however, is, | do lose my temper every now and
then. When | talk about my anger or my jealousy, | am
talking about things over which I have no control; the
strong emotions simply overpower me. The satisfaction |
get out of this is that it is a never-ending cycle. | was angry
for a while, but I have got over it. Hereafter, I tell myself,
I will try to control my temper. I live on the hope that |
will be able to remain calm, and won’t get upset when
things don’t go my way. This is the “ideal’ which we are
all trying to achieve.

Intuitively, we all know that the day we hope to achieve
our ideal will never come; we, however, do not worry
about it because we know getting angry is an integral part
of human nature - this is how everybody is. But is there a
possibility to overcome this emotion? Is there a possibility
for us to achieve our ideal? Is there any possibility for us
to be non-angry? Bhagavan’s extraordinary solution to this
problem is not to focus on the emotion itself, but rather
on the individual who is experiencing it. He asks us to find
out who the person is that is getting angry. The moment
anger, or any other emotion arises, ask yourself, again
through his grace, “Who is it that is getting angry?” As |
had suggested earlier, when we experience anger, we are
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not conscious of it; we become aware of our anger only
after it has left us. When we have a feeling of resentment,
when we have a feeling that anger is rising within us, and
we ask ourselves, “For whom is this anger?” we realise
the intensity of the anger that is arising in us is considerably
reduced immediately. It doesn’t disappear, but it becomes
less. If we begin to look within, and seek the answer, and
if we examine this with each of our emotions on a small
scale, we will see that it has a tremendous effect.

What | am trying to do now is that instead of seeing
anger as it is, I am turning my attention towards non-anger
- I am running away towards my ideal. The moment | ask
the question, “Who is it that is getting angry?”, | try to
look at my thoughts as they arise from the mind. The
moment | face the mind completely and totally, without
any fear, the anger that 1 am experiencing will slowly
subside, and then eventually, vanish. Bhagavan says that
instead of talking about individual things like anger,
jealousy, and so on, we need to find out who we are.

Therefore, when we think about our relationships and
our feelings, we must constantly ask ourselves, “Who am
1?” The more we ask ourselves this question, the more will
be our peace, and the less problems we will have. The
peace that we experience is a peace that is given to us by
him. So, the important thing is to realise that we should
not run away from our problems. We have to figure out
who we are, and this, we can achieve only through his
grace. Thinking of that, we should look within, and he will
guide us in the way he believes we should be guided.
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SELF-KNOWLEDGE
(Concluding part)
V Krithivasan

Nature of ‘I am’ Consciousness

Our essential nature is only our fundamental
consciousness of our own being, ‘I am’. Unlike our mind
- our ‘knowing consciousness’ — which always mistakes
itself to be a particular body, our real Self does not mistake
itself to be any particular thing. It has no particular form
or dimension. Whereas our mind has limited itself within
the limits of time and space by identifying with a finite
body, the real Consciousness of Being has no such
limitations.

In sleep, when we cease to mistake ourselves to be a
body, we do not feel that we exist in any particular space
or time. We feel only ‘I am’. That is, we are not ‘located’
anywhere. The limits of time and space arise only when
we imagine ourselves to be a body in the waking or dream
state. Even when we identify with a body, we always know
‘I am’. Our knowledge ‘I am’is unaffected by changes in
time or space. This knowledge ‘I am’, exists
unconditionally. Since it exists in all three states of
consciousness, it is independent of any body, and therefore,
independent of time and space. In this sense, the ‘I am’
consciousness remains as a witness to all three avasthas.
In Vivekachudamani, Adi Sankara says,

38 YSIETE SMfaed |

Aham padaaarthastvaham aadisakshi (\Merse 294)
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Time and space exist as ideas only in our mind; when
mind subsides in sleep, they are not known. Sri Bhagavan
says that they are merely thoughts. Our fundamental being-
consciousness transcends them. In fact, it transcends every
limitation. Since our mind arises in our fundamental being-
consciousness, and all that we know is contained in the
mind, we can say that all finite things are contained in our
infinite being-consciousness, ‘I am’. So long as we do not
imagine ourselves to be a body, we are infinite; nothing
can be separate from it, and so it alone truly exists.

In our limited ‘knowing consciousness’, innumerable
objects seem to exist and appear to be real and separate.
In reality, however, nothing ever can have a separate or
independent being. Being-Consciousness, Sat-chit, cannot
be divided into parts. It is one infinite, indivisible whole.
Other than Sat-chit, nothing is.

Since we always know ourselves as ‘I am’, our essential
being itself is our consciousness of being. Our knowledge
‘l am’ is the one fundamental basis of all other so-called
‘knowledge’. Whatever we may know, we know it only
because we first know our own being as ‘I am’. This is
the true foundation and support of all that exists. All other
things appear to be only because we are. Since nothing is
other than us, we include everything within ourselves; we
are the one infinite non-dual being. The seeming existence
of all other separate things is known by us only through
the imperfect channel of our mind. Separateness itself is
the mischief of the mind, the *knowing consciousness’.
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In Vivekachudamani, Adi Sankara says:
fFerTell fddbedrd e - B |
JAfAR AR YRR WA

Chittamoolo vikalpoyam chittaabhaave na kaschana

Ataschittam samaadhehi pratyagroope paraatmani
(Verse 407)

Meaning: The root of all differences is in the mind; in the
absence of the mind, there is no duality. Therefore, merge
the mind in the Being-Consciousness, which is self-evident.

Since the mind appears and disappears, it cannot be real.
If a thing really is, it must BE at all times, and under all
conditions. Only our essential Being-Consciousness fulfills
this criteria of reality. Moreover, our essential being always
knows itself and does not depend on any other thing for
knowing itself. Therefore, it is the only Being that really
Is. The beingness of the so called ‘other things’ is only an
illusion. Since our true Self or real ‘I’ is the infinite reality,
nothing can be separate or other than it. Sages experience
this absolute reality, which is infinite and indivisible.
Abiding in perfect non-dual Consciousness, they
experience no limitations or forms. They only know the
formless and limitless reality.
Self-forgetfulness

Though we are infinite and absolute being, we do not
know ourselves as such because we ignore our essential
being and imagine ourselves to a finite body. So habituated
have we become to ignoring our own being, that even in
sleep, when we cease to identify with a body, we appear
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to be ignorant of our real nature. The essential Being
however, is always aware of its real nature. That which is
ignorant of our real nature is only the mind. We appear to
be ignorant of our real nature only because of our
identification with the mind.

Since our self-ignorance is therefore not real but only
imaginary, to put an end to it, all we need to do is to
cultivate the habit of remembering our essential being. That
is, we need to pay attention to our real self-conscious being
‘l am’. Sri Bhagavan says in Who Am I, “if one clings
firmly to svarupasmarana, that is remembrance of one’s
true nature uninterruptedly, that is sufficient.” Our long
established habit of ignoring our essential being should be
countered by cultivating the habit of ‘remembering’, or
being attentive to it.

In the beginning of our practice, uninterrupted attention
may be difficult. But frequently and repeatedly
remembering it, can help us cultivate being self-attentive
even while engaging in daily activities. By continuous
practice, self-remembrance becomes more firmly
established. Our clarity of self-consciousness will then
increase until finally we are able to experience and know
our essential being with full and perfect clarity. Our
delusion of self-ignorance will then get destroyed in the
full light of Self-attention.
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A Living Guru
V Ganesan
(Extract from Ramana Periya Puranam)

Masthan, a staunch and devoted follower of Islam
describes his first darshan of Bhagavan: “He was seated
like a rock. His unswerving gaze was filled with grace,
compassion and steady wisdom. | stood by his side. After
giving me a look, he opened the gate of my Heart, and |
was also established in his state in the very first encounter.
Just one look from Bhagavan, and | stood like that for
eight hours, absolutely without fatigue, and filled with total
absorption and peace. In those days, at Virupaksha cave,
Bhagavan would open our Heart with a single, gracious
look, and we would be transformed. There was no need
for any questions, since by his look he made us like
himself.”

What a wonderful man Masthan was! On this very first
encounter itself, he took Bhagavan as his guru. He had
already read about the qualifications and marks of a guru.
He could see that seated in front of him in human form
was not only his guru, but God as well. When he returned,
Masthan Swami experienced some conflict within himself.
Until then, his master had been Prophet Mohammed.
Though Allah was God, and Prophet Mohammed was his
guru, here was a living guru, Ramana Maharshi. “Am |
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disloyal to my other guru, Prophet Mohammed?” he
wondered. He was filled with Bhagavan’s presence, but as
he was brought up in the Islamic tradition, he had this
feeling, “Am | brushing aside my master Mohammed
because he is no more in the body?” Fortunately, he was
bold enough to go to Bhagavan and confess, “Bhagavan,
this is my problem. Please help me.” Bhagavan looked at
him for some time: Bhagavan was never interested in the
question. Instead, Bhagavan was always interested in the
questioner.

He looked at Masthan Swami and showering all his
grace, replied, “Do you take this body to be Bhagavan?
Do you think the Prophet is dead? Then, is the Buddha
dead? Is Jesus Christ dead? Are they not guiding hundreds
of thousands of people even today? Are they not living in
the Heart? A living guru means the one living in one’s
Heart as a guru. A living guru does not mean somebody
living in a body at a given historical time and in a given
geographical space. The guru lives eternally in your Heart.
Heart is Allah, Heart is Jesus Christ, Heart is Buddha and
Heart is Bhagavan. Live in the Heart as the Heart by diving
into the Heart.”

These words were recounted to me by Viswanatha
Swami. | could not grasp them immediately, so | requested
him, “Please explain it so that | can understand.” He said,
“The guru is always timeless. To talk of the guru in time,
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you bring in death, birth, living, all this. There is only the
guru principle which is the Heart of every one of us.” |
said, “Swami, how do you say this?” He replied, “A
devotee once came from Lahore. Tiruvannamalai and
Lahore are more than one thousand miles apart. In the
1930s and 40s, travel was almost impossible in India. He
could only stay for a month or so. When he was to leave,
he wept before Bhagavan, ‘How can | leave you and go
Bhagavan?’ Bhagavan said, ‘Where are you going? Can
you go away from Bhagavan? Bhagavan is always with
you, Bhagavan is in you. In fact, you yourself are
Bhagavan.’

“See the beauty of the answer. When Bhagavan says you
yourself are Bhagavan, how can a Ganesan or a
Viswanathan be Bhagavan? It is the ‘I AM’ in Viswanathan
and Ganesan that is Bhagavan; the living master is always
in the Heart as awareness. This awareness that is in you,
in me and in every one of us, is Arunachala Ramanan, God,
Self, Heart, Allah, Jesus, Buddha... We can give it any

name.”
* % *

“While God sustains the burden of the world, the
spurious ego assumes its burden grimacing like an
image on a tower seeming to support it.”

(Verse 17, Reality in Forty verses)
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Dr K Subrahmanian - A Tribute
(Atalk given on 11 January 2022)
Nivedita Kuruvilla

Good evening, and my pranams to all the devotees
attending the satsang today. It is indeed a great honor to
speak about Dr KS today.

When my father, Shri CVK Murthy, was with me in
Mumbai in 2018, he kept insisting that he wanted to go
back to Hyderabad, despite his poor health, to attend the
annual Dr KS Memorial Day. Such is the close bond of
love, respect, and devotion they shared.

My memories of Dr KS go way back to my childhood,
when | was in school, maybe in my 10" or 11" class. Many
times, it is not the accuracy of the details and events, but
the values and the life lessons that have helped to lay the
foundation of my life. It is enough to say that that through
his stories, Maharshi’s life came alive in front of our eyes.

Some of the earliest memories are of visiting Dr KS and
aunty at CIEFL for the Friday satsang, and at Andhra
Mahila Sabha for the Sunday morning satsang. Long after
the satsang was done, devotees would wait to speak to
Dr KS about their personal lives and problems. Like I said,
while I may have been too young to understand the gravity
of these conversations, it did leave a strong impression that
here was someone who was available for people to share
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their lives, maybe intricate family matters that may have
been troubling them. This was the first lesson — to be
available and to be non-judgmental — to offer people the
space to express their troubles, and allow healing to take
place by surrendering their problems and troubles to the
Maharshi. Listening with empathy is now spoken about as
a great quality to possess. Dr KS would always say that it
is important to follow the life of Maharshi, to look at his
actions, and to be guided by those principles.

The second memory that comes up very strongly is an
instance of one of the devotees asking another why they
missed coming to the Ramana Kendram on a particular
Sunday or missed a satsang in someone’s house. A simple
and innocent query. In those days, it was a small and
intimate community of devotees, close to each other, and
such questions may have come from genuine concern.

Dr KS’s simple advice that has stayed with me was — it
is better we don’t ask such questions. The other person
may not be in a position to answer or share the reason. It
may be a circumstance that cannot be shared. By asking
such questions, we are putting the other person in a
difficult situation. It may even make them utter an untruth
and cause great difficulty. The depth of care and concern
for the wellbeing of others was shared in a very simple
way; with immense love, affection, and ability to care
through simple actions and words. It was also a lesson that
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as devotees of the Maharshi, every thought, word and
action need to come from utmost concern and empathy
for others, rather than oneself.

The third memory that | would like to speak about is
the one of the earliest trips we made from the Ramana
Kendram to the ashram. There was a plan to go for
giripradakshina in the late evening. | don’t remember now
whether it was a full moon night or a new moon night.
Those were days with no smart phones, and | don’t think
the way also was very well lit. The group headed out with
some torches in hand. We walked slowly, as we listened
to stories of Maharshi and his life. Suddenly, we came upon
a slightly dark patch. With not many streetlights, it could
be an intimidating experience. We kept walking on the
path. However, suddenly a group of people came up from
behind — holding lanterns, singing devotional songs with
some musical instruments. The musical group was with us
till we reached the outskirts of the city and slowly went
their way. The rest of the pradakshinam completed, the
group returned with a sense of mission accomplished. The
complete sense of trust and surrender that the Maharshi
would take care of his devotees when they needed was
indeed a great lesson.

As | speak, many such instances come to my mind. Dr
KS was indeed a close friend and guiding light for our
family. On many instances, the post cards he wrote with
messages from the Maharshi’s teachings and life would
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appear at the appropriate time. The meaning may not have
been evident immediately, but the message was clear — “He
knows what is best for you”! Many times, it was a ray of
hope and solace in a time of darkness.

So, the three lessons that | would like to share here —
be available and nonjudgmental, listen to others with
empathy, care for others through every action and word,
and most importantly, to surrender.

What | do remember about Dr KS is his ability to bring
the life of Maharshi to the devotees and make it a part of
our experience. To share stories of his life and make them
real, through the intensity of his own devotion, sometimes
with tears streaming down his face as he spoke about the
incredible life and time of Bhagavan.

Thank you once again for this opportunity and honor
to speak and share my experiences.

* * *

At meal times, Bhagavan would ask to be served very
little, and he would carefully clear the plate of the last
grain of food before getting up. Although he never asked
us to do the same, I (Krishna Bikshu) asked him: “If
we clear our dining leaves so scrupulously, the dogs,
cats, monkeys, rats and the ants will starve.”

Bhagavan answered: “Well, if you are so
compassionate, why not feed the animals before taking
food yourselves? Do you think they relish your scraps?”

(Source: Arunachala Ramana- Boundless Ocean of Grace )
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The Unexpected Feast
(TR Kanakammal)

One day, two destitute-looking brahmins entered the
hall. It was known that they earned their livelihood by the
wretched and socially demeaning occupation of bearing the
dead to the cremation grounds. Both were extremely
hungry after having discharged their duties.

Custom demands that anyone entering a house recently
visited by death should take a bath immediately upon
leaving. This stricture applies particularly if one steps into
the cremation ground, and more particularly if one is
involved in removing and physically transporting the
departed to this place.

A heated argument had ensued between the two men
about the propriety of coming to the ashram to have a
meal without having bathed. While one of them keenly felt
the unseemliness of transgressing this hallowed custom, the
other dismissed it as impracticable in view of their acute
hunger. Assured of a meal in the ashram, which was on
their way home, they thought they might appease their
appetite. They came to the hall and sat down. One of them
excitedly and abruptly said to Bhagavan:

“Swami, | have been insisting on the customary bath
before we sit for our meal. Is that not but just and proper?”
Bhagavan responded in a very soft tone, “No one can say

you are unjust.”
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The other at once, in a greatly agitated voice, burst
forth: “The pangs of hunger are so intense that our entrails
are being devoured. Is it wrong to eat when hunger is so
gnawing?” Bhagavan quietly replied, “Who says it is
wrong? Not at all.”

Shocked, looking at one another, they asked in one
voice, “But then, who is wrong?” Bhagavan answered:
“Don’t think you alone are pall-bearers. All of us are
carrying these lifeless corpses. This body is a veritable
corpse. Everybody carries it saying ‘I, I’. Whoever has the
‘l-am-the-body-feeling’ is but a pallbearer. As long as one
has not gone beyond this, one remains impure and polluted
as a pall-bearer. The pollution of bearing this dead body
cannot be washed away by a dip in any tank. Bathing in
the holy waters of the atman alone can remove this
pollution.”

The brahmins, though initially feeling vindicated, were
now startled and stared at each other. In an instant, the
entire complexion of the issue stood transformed.
Everyone, without exception, was equally polluted! All
people shared their fate!

Rid of their social inferiority, they felt lifted up. The
felicity with which atmabodha - the eternal truth - was
transmitted to them and others in the hall, and the
samadrishti of Bhagavan, that knew no distinction
between regular devotees and stray visitors, however
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socially unsavoury their vocation might be, left those
seated in the hall astounded. That we are all bound to die
is known to everyone. But even before we die, if we have
not yet bathed in the waters of the atman, we are alreadyas
though dead, bearing with us lifeless corpses lost in “I-am-
the-body’consciousness. This was a revelation for one and
all gathered in the hall.

The next minute, the two brahmins were nowhere to
be seen. No one knew where they had gone, to the dining
hall for food or elsewhere. But one thing was certain; for
their spiritual hunger, Bhagavan’s words had been an
unexpected feast.

The exalted and unique greatness of a realized guru is
sung gloriously in Guru Gita (Chapter 1, verses 25 and
26) from Skandapurana:

kaashiksetram nivaasascha jsshnavi charapodakam
gururvisveshvarah saakshaat taarakam brahmanishchayah 25

The place of residence of a guru is verily kashikshetra.
His charanamruth (water dripping off his feet) is verily the
holy Ganges. He is verily Visweshwara, Taraka Brahman,
the Saviour.

Guruh paadaankitam yattu gayasteksayovatah
Tirtharajah prayagosau gurumurtyai namo namah 26
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His footprints are verily holy Gaya, Akshayavata (the
imperishable banyan tree) and Prayag, the king of holy
waters. Salutations to such a guru again and again

The preceding story is not a mere instance of poetic
flamboyance, but a stark truth in relation to a jnani like
Bhagavan. No wonder that whoever had but a look from
Bhagavan - being Brahman in manifested form - enjoyed
the purificatory effect of oblations in the holiest of holy
waters. Need we doubt that the two pall-bearers were
purified the moment they came in for Bhagavan’s darshan?

(Mountain Path. April 2007)

* k *

All That He Does is Happiness for Me

The almighty Sri Ramana, who exists within the heart
of everyone, who unfailingly helps me at all times, and who
cannot be banished from my mind, even for a moment, has
brought me close to Him only to take me as His slave.
Therefore, whatever He now does with me is only
happiness for me; how can anything that He does hereafter
appear to me as something undesirable or painful?

(Source: The Essence of Spiritual Practice (Sadhanai
Saram), Sadhu Om)
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The White Peacock and the Veena
G V Subbaramayya

At this time a new creature, the white peacock presented
by the Maharani of Baroda, became the darling of Sri
Bhagavan. All the way from Baroda, he had travelled in
a saloon with an attendant. Though very young, he was
wonderfully active and intelligent. He had his cage just
beside Sri Bhagavan’s couch, and was watched by Sri
Bhagavan day and night. He would get up on Sri
Bhagavan’s bookrack and gently peck at the books with
his beak as if he wanted to read them. He would daily
inspect the temple construction work that was then going
on in the Ashram. So Sri Bhagavan designated him ‘the
building-supervisor’. Occasionally, he would also enter the
dining-hall and walk between the rows of people seated
at meals, and so he earned from Sri Bhagavan the title
Assistant Sarvadhikari!

One noon, Sri Subbalakshmamma observed that the
white peacock who was being so much fondled by Sri
Bhagavan might be Madhavaswami, the late attendant of
Sri Bhagavan. A little later, as | entered the Hall, Sri
Bhagavan said that some people believe that the white
peacock was the reincarnation of Madhavaswami; and ever
afterwards, Sri Bhagavan used to address him as
‘Madhava’. On June 20, 1947, | composed eight Telugu
verses on the white peacock in Mayura Vrittam (*peacock
meter”) and presented them to Sri Bhagavan in the Jubilee
pandal. He appeared greatly pleased with them and
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handing them to Srimati Lalita Venkataraman, suggested
that she sing them with her veena. Within half an hour, she
brought her veena and got ready to sing. At that moment,
the white peacock was absent. Sri Bhagavan said, “But
the hero must be present to hear his praises sung! Where
are you, Madhava? Come!”

Lo! At once the white peacock flew down from the roof
of the pandal' When Lalita Venkataraman began to sing,
he spread his plumage and danced. Sri Bhagavan sat and
watched with beaming eyes. When the singing concluded,
the peacock walked over to the veena and pecked at the
strings with his beak. Thereupon Sri Bhagavan told the
singer, “Madhava wants you to repeat the song.” So she
sang once more, and the peacock danced again! Truly a
sight for the gods! (Mountain Path, July 2007)
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