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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in May 2023

1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

2. 24" - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.30 - 7.30 p.m.

3. 3 Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
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(Readers are requested to kindly intimate the Sri Ramana
Kendram Office, their Phone Number and e-mail address)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Parikshit
(Talk 3 B)
Dr K Subrahmanian

Today, | would like to talk to you about King Parikshit.
Why was he called Parikshit? As you know, Dronacharya’s
son, Ashwatthama, was angry that the Pandavas had killed
his father. To avenge his father’s death, the angry son
released an arrow to destroy all the remaining Pandavas.
Lord Krishna, if he wanted to, could have prevented the
destruction from taking place. But he didn’t, for the power
of Ashwatthama’s astra was such that Krishna felt that he
should not interfere. As a result, all the Pandavas, with the
exception of Parikshit, died. Parikshit was still in his
mother’s womb. He was the only person who managed to
survive. But he was a stillborn child. How was he to be
revived? There was a lengthy discussion among the many
jnanis present about how the stillborn child could be
brought back to life. Somebody said, “If the baby is
touched by a nitya brahmachari, it will come back to life.”

Although all the jnanis present heard this, there was no
volunteer from among them to touch the child. None of
the great rishis got up to say, “I will touch the child for 1
am a nitya brahmachari.” Instead, they openly declared
they were not nitya brahmacharis. As the discussion went
on, one of the great devotees of Krishna suggested, “Let
Krishna touch the child. Then it will come back to life.”
The majority of the people present laughed, and said, “You
are talking of Krishna as a nitya brahmachari! How can
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you call him that?” Everyone had heard a great deal about
Krishna and the gopis. They didn’t think that such an
individual could be a nitya brahmachari. Krishna, on the
other hand, did not say anything; he merely listened. As
the situation was desperate, some of the rishis said, “All
right! Let us give Krishna a chance. Let him touch the
child.” Everyone appealed to him to touch the child, and
when he did, Abhimanyu’s son came to life. The child that
owed his life to the Lord was Parikshit. When he was in
the womb, Parikshit was able to see Krishna because it was
Krishna who entered the womb to prevent the complete
destruction of the child. So, when Parikshit came out, and
Krishna touched him, he looked at everybody to find out
who it was that had entered when he was in his mother’s
womb. He did this pariksha, and that’s why he was called
Parikshit. The pariksha was, “Who was it that came to
me?” Then of course, he recognised Krishna.

You know the story of how this great Parikshit as a king
went hunting one day. He shot a deer and followed it. He
found a muni in deep meditation, and paid his respects.
He asked the muni in which direction the wounded deer
had gone. The muni did not answer as he was in a state
of samadhi. Parikshit got very angry; he thought that the
muni was not showing any respect to him. Finding a dead
snake nearby, he put it round the muni’s neck and went
his way. The muni kumara, the son of the muni, came after
some time. He became terribly upset when he saw a snake
draped around his father. He declared, “My father doesn’t
hurt even an ant. Who did this to insult him? Whoever did
this will die within the next seven days.”
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After some time, the muni woke up from his meditation.
The son then told him what had happened, and how he
had cursed the person. The muni was very upset for he
immediately knew through his jnanadrishti that Parikshit
was the culprit. He asked his son, “Why have you done
this? He is a great king; he perhaps lost his temper and
did this.” Then the muni kumara with great feeling said,
“I don’t know what to say. | have cursed him. It is wrong,
but I cannot take back the curse.” The muni, being a man
of great compassion, sent word to Parikshit. “You will die
within the next seven days. Prepare yourself for it.” This
normally doesn’t happen. Most people do not get a
message that they are going to die on such and such day.
But it happened to Parikshit. Why did it happen? It
happened because of the tremendous grace of the Lord;
because he had the grace of Krishna.

Most ordinary people are terrified when they are told
they are going to die.They consult doctors and visit
lawyers to ensure that their will is in order. Parikshit did
not do any of those things. He summoned his ministers and
said, “I’m going to die after seven days. Please tell me how
best I can spend these seven days.” He never asked them
how he could overcome the curse. When they were
discussing how Parikshit should spend the next seven days,
Suka muni arrived. Parikshit got up.

“O Maharishi! It is my good fortune that you are here
of your own accord. Your presence here is because of the
grace of the Lord.” Then Parikshit narrated to the muni
what happened when he went hunting. He concluded, “O
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Lord, you don’t stand before anybody’s house for more
than a few seconds when you ask for bhiksha. If nobody
offers you bhiksha, you go to the next house. I’ve been
asking all these people how best I can spend my last seven
days.”

Suka said, “I am myself very happy that I’ve come here.
I will tell you the best way of spending the last seven days.
You must listen to the story of the various avataras-
especially the story of Krishna avatara. You must also
listen to the stories of the great bhaktas.” Of course,
Krishna was no stranger to Parikshit, and he was thrilled.
Then Suka said, “You need not ask anyone to tell you these
stories for | will narrate them to you myself.” Parikshit
replied, “Ahobhaagyam, ahobhaagyam! I will be ever
grateful to you because it is my good fortune that the Lord
himself has sent you.”

That’s why the Bhagavatam is so beautiful. What we
should remember is that Parikshit, who was so close to
Krishna, met his end in this manner. During the seven days,
he did not do anything except listen to the stories narrated
by Suka. We may ask, “Why is it that he suffered like this
even though he was so close to Krishna?” There is no
answer to this. The king accepted his fate. This acceptance
is possible only if we have God’s grace. This is what we
must constantly remember. We all have sufferings; nobody
will ever be free of them. But by constantly thinking of
him, the Lord will give us that state of mind which will
help us accept suffering in the same way as we accept our
happiness.
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It was Parikshit’s good fortune that he had Suka
narrating the stories of the various avatars for seven days.
For Suka, the son of Wasa, was no ordinary person. Once,
when Wasa was walking along a river, he found a number
of women bathing in the river. When they saw Wasa, they
covered themselves. After some time, Suka walked along
the same river. When the women saw Suka, they continued
to bathe, and did not cover themselves. Wasa saw this,
so he asked the women, “When you saw me, you covered
yourselves. When you saw my son, Suka, you did not do
that. Can you tell me why this is so?” The women replied,
“You are an elderly person and also very learned. All the
same, the manovikara is still the same. You are able to
make a distinction between a man and a woman. Your son,
Suka, is young. But to him there is only Brahman; he sees
only Brahman in everything. There is no differentiation of
any kind, whatsoever.”

yam pravrajantam anupetham apethak rutyam

WWyasa says that when Suka was hardly six years old, he
left home because he was born a jnani. When Wasa called
after him as he was leaving, “Putreti,” (O my son!), it was
not Suka, but the trees that responded - tanmayatayaa
taravobhineduh. In other words, Suka was not an ordinary
individual. He saw himself in everything, and everything
in him.

yam pravrajantam anupetham apetha krutyam dvaipaayano
virahakaatara aajuhaava putreti tanmayatayaa
taravobhineduh

tam sarvabhuta hridayam munimaanatosmi
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This is almost the first sloka in the Bhagavatam. “To
that great person, that great jnani Munimaanatosmi |
bow.” Suka muni informed the noble king, Parikshit, “The
eyes that have not seen the Lord, and the hands that have
not done his work are useless. The ears that do not listen
to the stories of the bhaktas are useless. How does the
body become sacred? The body becomes sacred when it
is drenched with the water that was used to worship the
Lord and his devotees.”

Whenever | give anything to you, I tell you. Sometimes,
| keep reminding you of what I did and how I helped you
in your time of need. God, on the other hand, gives so
much to us, but he never talks about it. He doesn’t even
come in our dreams and say, “Tomorrow, I’m giving this
to you; yesterday | gave this to you.” That’s the greatest
thing about the Lord.This is the kind of lesson that we learn
when we read the Bhagavatam. What he can do, we can’t
even imagine. Bhagavan used to say, “Don’t ask for
anything. He knows what is best for you. He knows what
is good for you. He will give what you need without your
asking for it. What is more, the only thing that we should
ask for is this, because we can’t get this on our own
accord: ‘Let me have a flood of love for your lotus feet,
O Arunachala’!” This kind of thinking is possible only if
we have the grace of the Lord.

antaryascha bahir vidhutatimiram jyotirmayam saaswatam
sthanam prapyaviraajate vinamatam aghana munmuulayan
pasyanviswamapida mullasatiyo viswasya pare parah tasmai
Sri
Ramanaya loka gurave shokasya hantre namah
SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,43, ISSUE-5 35 HYDERABAD, MAY-2023




Ashtavakra Gita 12
Whatever is Manifested is Nothing but the Self
V Krithivasan

gp1el 4 5 wd AfARGISTIE ad: |

IS] UBIe fdsd derEv v 2

Prakasho me nijam roopam naatiriktosmyaham tataha

Yadaa prakaashate vishvam taddahambhasa eva hi

(Ch2V38)
Word Meaning:
prakasho: light; me nijam roopam: my real nature; na: not;
atiriktosmi: am different; aham: I; tataha: from that;
yadaa: when; prakaashate: shines; vishvam: universe;
tadaa: then; ahameva: | alone; bhasa hi: shine indeed.
Verse Meaning
Light (of knowledge) is my very nature; I am not anything
other than this light. When the universe manifests itself,
it does so in my light (on account of me).

Whatever is manifested is only the Self. Its nature is
simple effulgence. The manifestation of the world implies
the manifestation of the Self. Consciousness is generally
described as light, because it illumines all objects and
thought forms. And Consciousness is nothing other than
Self-Consciousness. Only in its light, is the universe seen.
This is why Janaka says, “I illumine this Universe; it is the
Self alone that has manifested as this Universe.”

We find further elaboration of this verse in Bhagavan’s
Forty Verses on Reality. The very first verse talks about this
Light: “Because we see the world, accepting a First
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Principle which has manifold power is indispensable. The
picture of names and forms, the seer, the screen, and the
pervading light - all these are He, the Self.”

Bhagavan uses the Tamil word “aroli’ for the *pervading
light.” He explains what this means to a devotee
thus:“Aroli refers to that light of manas in which we see
all the world, both the known and the unknown of the
world. There is first the white light, so to call it, of the
Self, which transcends both light and darkness. In it, no
object can be seen. There is neither seer nor seen. Then
there is total darkness or avidya in which also no objects
are seen. But from the Self proceeds a reflected light, the
light of pure manas, and it is this light which gives room
for the existence of all the film of the world which is seen
neither in total light nor in total darkness, but only in the
subdued or reflected light. It is this light which is referred
to in the stanza. (Day by Day with Bhagavan, Devaraja
Mudaliar)

3rel faafoad fasd =M “rd |
R bl Bl IS AR GIBR FAT |
Aho vikalpitam vishvam ajnaanaatmayi bhasate

Roopyam shuktau phnee rajjou vaari suryakare yathaa

(Ch2V9)
Word Meaning
aho: alas!; vikalpitam vishvam: (this) imagined universe;
ajnaanaat: through ignorance; mayi: in me; bhasate:
shines; roopyam: silver; shuktau: in seashell; phnee:
serpent; rajjou: in rope; vaari: water suryakare: in sun-
beam; yathaa: just as.
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Verse Meaning

Alas! The Universe appears in me, through imagination
born of ignorance, just as silver appears in sea-shell, as
serpent appears on a rope and water in the sun beam
(mirage).

Advaita Vedanta gives these classical examples of super
imposition (or adhyasa) which are born out of ignorance.
In the sands of the beach, the mother of pearl looks like
silver; in dim light, a rope looks like a serpent; in the heat
of the desert, a mirage produces what looks like water.
This kind of phenomenon is called in Vedantic jargon
adhyasa, meaning superimposition. Over one (real) object,
the image of a totally different object is affixed and seen.
This happens through ignorance of the underlying object.
The substratum on which superimposition takes place is
called adhishtana; the image seen on the substratum is
called adhyasa. When the knowledge of adhishtana is
absent, adhyasa looks real. For superimposition to take
place, there must be a real substratum. When the
substratum is known or seen for what it is, adhyasa cannot
cause delusion. For the world’s appearance, says Advaita,
Brahman or Self is the adhishtana or substratum.

As long as the Self is not realised, the body, the senses,
the mind and the totality of creation will appear to be real.
Janaka says, “In the adhishtana of my Self, this world
makes its appearance. As Self-knowledge has dawned now,
even when the world is seen, | know that it is not apart
from the Self. The world as such is mithya; Brahman alone
is the Truth.”
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Ramanatha Brahmachari
V Ganesan

Bhagavan once said, “I am afraid of only two people.
One is Ramanatha Brahmachari, and the other is Mudaliar
Paati.” He said this because these two ascetics served
Bhagavan with utter, selfless devotion. Ramanatha
Brahmachari was a student of the Vedapatashala in town.
When he met Bhagavan, his mind and heart opened up,
and he felt his whole being immersing in silence. Then and
there, he decided to be with Bhagavan for as long as
possible. Though the patashala provided free food and
lodging for its students, young Ramanatha preferred to stay
with Bhagavan. He begged for food on the streets and took
it to Bhagavan in Virupaksha cave. Whatever Bhagavan
shared with him, he ate willingly. Such was the beauty and
surrender of this ascetic. Bhagavan’s mother allowed him
to serve her because he was a Brahmin boy, and
Bhagavan’s mother was still following her orthodox ways.
Ramanatha would help her wash vessels, her clothes, etc.;
she would call out his name, “Ramanatha, Ramanatha,” for
every errand. Hearing her, Bhagavan would humorously
remark, “The japa of my mother has started again!”

One day, Bhagavan told Ramanatha that he had realized
the Self. Ramanatha could not believe it. He sought
confirmation from Bhagavan repeatedly. Bhagavan
reassured him many times, “Yes, Ramanatha, you have
realized the Self!” Nevertheless, Ramanatha was still
incredulous. Bhagavan got up and rapped his head with
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his knuckles and repeated, “Yes, Ramanatha, you are
realized.” This simple devotee went into ecstasy and ran
out of the room telling everyone he met, “This is the place
where Bhagavan knuckled me!” He was not excited to be
told that he had attained Self-realization. Bhagavan’s
knuckling him was greater than Self-realization for him!
This innocent disciple also served the other devotees of
Bhagavan. When he started living at Palaakothu,
Kavyakantha, Muruganar, Paul Brunton, Cohen,
Viswanatha Swami and Kunju Swami were some of its
other residents. Their only purpose was to be with
Bhagavan for as much time as possible. This would have
been denied to them had they been working in the ashram
office. Every evening, of his own accord, Ramanatha
Brahmachari would sweep all their huts and clean their oil
lamps with dedication and devotion. In the daytime, he
would go to the town to obtain their simple requirements
from the shops. Despite doing all this, Ramanatha
Brahmachari found enough time to come and sit in
Bhagavan’s presence. Bhagavan was his all. The residents
of Palaakothu did not report to Bhagavan about what a
great help Ramanatha Brahmachari was to them. One day;,
Viswanatha Swami received a post card in which the post-
script read: “Please convey my prostrations to the
Palaakothu sarvadhikari.” Bhagavan would sometimes
distribute letters received by post to the recipients. He gave
a broad smile before handing it over to Viswanatha Swami
and exclaimed, “Who is the Palaakothu sarvadhikari?”
Ramanatha Brahmachari who was seated in the farthest
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corner of the hall, got up with folded hands and said,
“Bhagavan! They call me Palaakothu sarvadhikari since I
do all their daily errands. They permit me to do this service
to them, and express their approval of it by calling me
sarvadhikari!” Bhagavan looked very pleased and said, “A
true sarvadhikari (ruler) should be like this.” On another
occasion, Dandapani Swami, a tall and sturdy resident who
demanded obedience from others, picked up a quarrel with
Ramanatha Brahmachari. Despite his fragile body,
Ramanatha Brahmachari was not relenting. Dandapani
Swami pushed Ramanatha Brahmachari down and looking
down at him shouted, “Do you know who I am?”
obviously referring to his physical strength. Ramanatha
Brahmachari, lying on the ground replied humbly with
folded hands, “Dandapani Swami! Have we all not got
together here for the noble purpose of finding out “Who
am I’?” On hearing the words, ‘Who am 1I’, Dandapani
Swami gained his composure and apologized for his
misdemeanour. Then, both went to Bhagavan, and
Dandapani Swami himself narrated what had happened.
Bhagavan nodded with a benign smile.

When a man arrived at the ashram with a calf, which
Bhagavan named Lakshmi, there was nobody to look after
her. Since there was danger from panthers and tigers,
Bhagavan remarked, “There is nobody to look after
Lakshmi. Else, she could have been kept here.” Then, the
diminutive, four and a half feet high Ramanatha said,
“Bhagavan, | will look after Lakshmi.” This was the
beginning of the Ramanasramam goshala.
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As the train came in only at eight thirty in the night, most
of the outstation devotees would invariably arrive late. In
Ramanasramam, almost everyone went to sleep by seven
thirty after dinner at seven. Bhagavan wanted the visitors
attended to. Nobody offered to look after them. Ramanatha
said, “Bhagavan, | will look after them.” Every night, he
would stay awake attending to the visitors. The next day,
Bhagavan would give him a big smile and affectionately
say, “Oh, so you received them and attended to their
needs? Good, good, good!”

One day, when Bhagavan was going around the hill with
Ramanatha and other devotees, each one was asked to
speak on a spiritual topic. Ramanatha, in an ecstatic state,
compared Bhagavan with Lord Siva and his devotees with
the bhutaganas i.e. Siva’s attendants. Later, at the request
of Bhagavan and the others, he wrote it down in Tamil
verses. The first verse means, “l saw the Lord of
Tiruchuzhi and got fixed without returning again.” This
means, “I achieved realization, no more have | the body.
My Lord bestowed on me this Self-realization.” My
mother, an ardent devotee of Bhagavan, loved Ramanatha
Brahmachari. | once asked my mother, “Which song do
you like of all the songs by Muruganar, Sadhu Om,
Sivaprakasam Pillai and the rest?”

My mother replied, “The song I like most is the one
composed by Ramanatha Brahmachari.” The song is as
follows: “I have seen Tiruchuzhinathan (the lord of
Tiruchuzhi) and unable to turn back, | stood there
transfixed. He is the lord who dances in Chidambaram,
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who protects the helpless and is merciful to them. The
same Tiruchuzhina than manifested himself as God, in
Virupaksha cave on the hill in sacred Tiruvannamalai. Jiva
was ruling unjustly in the town of Kayapuri (the body) with
the karanas (the sense organs and the organs of action)
as his subjects and ahankara (the ego) as his minister. After
some time, jiva took up the sword of God’s grace and cut
off the head of his minister, ahankara. Having so cut off
the minister’s head, jiva stood with God who was dancing
all by himself in the cave called Daharalaya (the Heart’s
abode). He is this Tiruchuzhinathan; I saw him and stayed
there being unable to get away.”

In 1946, he fell sick. He was taken to Madras for
treatment, but passed away. When the news reached
Bhagavan, he observed total silence, which in 1946 was
very rare. Hundreds of people were around, but he was
totally absorbed.

Devotees like Ramanatha Brahmachari show us how to
surrender to a jnani, a realized person and get liberation
in this life itself. (Source: Ramana Periya Puranam)

(" )

“The Light that we seek, the Truth that we seek, is
within us. Know this and be free. Freedom and
bondage are of one’s own making.”

— Swami Ramdas

& J
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Ramana’s Words
(Continuation of the talk given by Swami Mukthananda
at Sri Ramana Kendram.)
Beloved Papa:
Beloved Papa says:

“Free the mind from longing for the objects of the
senses by one-pointed, concentrated, intense longing for
God-realization. The fire of that longing must be kept
burning bright in your heart till all desires of the world
are reduced to ashes. Then you have real Vairagya; and
so long as Vairagya is there, mind does not cling to the
things of the world. It gets absorbed in the Self - it is lost
in contemplation and meditation. Who meditates? The
mind meditates. Atman does not meditate. The object is
to still the mind. Stilling the mind is not easy when it is
running about. When the mind ceases to be, then you
realize you are the Atman. Look without seeing, hear
without listening, eat without tasting - that is the thing you
have to attain through longing for God. It does not come
to you if you merely wish for it. It is the result of intense
longing for God - Bhakti. Such is Bhakti, a devotion which
keeps away all thoughts except of God.”

Ramana says: You ask, How is one to know the Self?
Your difficulty is centred in the how? Who is to know the
Self? Can the body know it? Let the body answer. Who
says the body is the perceived now. In order to meet this
kind of ignorance, the shastras formulate the theory of
God’s lila or krida. God is set to emanate as mind, senses
and the body and to play. Who are you to say this play is
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a trouble to you? Who are you to question the doings of
God? Your duty is to be; not to be this or that. “I AM that
I AM” sums-up the whole truth. The method is summed
up in Be Still, and what does stillness mean? It means
‘destroy yourself’ because any form or shape is the cause
of trouble. Give up the notion that I am so and so... our
shastras say it shines as I. It is the Self and | am this or |
am that is the Ego. The ego is transitory. When the I is
kept as I alone, it is the Self. When it flies at a tangent
and says this is ... it is the ego. The Self is God and | AM
is God. This question arises because you’re holding the
ego-self. This will not arise if you hold the true-Self, for,
the real-self will not or can’t ask anything. If God is apart
from the Self, he must be a Self-less God, which is absurd.
Commentary:

When thoughts emerge, the base is forgotten, like, when
the building is constructed on a site, normally the site is
not recognised at all. We build on the site and live in the
building, not in the site. Without the site, the building
cannot exist. Similarly, thoughts which project everything
give us the sense of individuality expressing through family
life, professional life, social life, spiritual life etc. make
us unaware of its base- the Site-BEINGNESS/
AWARENESS.

Our effort, therefore, is to develop a technique of going
along with the thoughts with the awareness of the
BEINGNESS/AWARENESS.

(to be continued)

**k k% k% %
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Ramana Yoga Sutras
Sri Krishna Bhikshu
(Cont’d from March 2023 issue)
Sutra Il
“pavanacalanarodhaat”
By controlling the movement of the breath

1. Bhagavan explains how one can enter the heart or
the state of thoughtlessness. He says it can be done by
controlling the movements of the breath. It is said that the
word pavana here is used in a technical sense. It means
prana or the vital force. The vital force in the body works
mainly in five ways, and also in another five ways that are
subsidiary. The first five movements are called the
panchapranas. The first force makes one breathe in, and
the second enables one to talk. Another enables one to
expel things out of the body. Still another aids digestion,
and the fifth spreads all over the body, keeping it alive.
The pavana of the vital force here intended is that which
makes one Dbreathe in and out. It is called the
mukhyaprana.

2. When the breath is held, it is observed that the
thoughts also decrease,and finally, when the breath
movement is brought to a standstill, the thoughts also
completely subside. This is a practical tip given by
Bhagavan. He explains this rationale in a couplet from
Upadesa Saram where he says, “Force divides into two
branches. One is the mind, and the second is the prana”
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(Verse 12). They are like two horses harnessed to a
carriage. When the reins of one are held tight, it naturally
has to stop, thereby, rendering the other unable to proceed.
Contrary to what medical science says, stoppage of breath
does not result in an increase of carbon dioxide in the
blood, which should weaken one. Yogis have been said to
prolong their lives for hundreds of years by completely
stopping their breath by adopting what is called lambika
yoga. Now, completely stopping the breath is not possible
in the beginning; it is a matter of practice. Certain other
things are helpful (such as remaining fixedly in anasana)
for effecting control of breath. By controlling any one
prana, it is seen in practical life, that you control the other
pranas also.

( )

10. Endeavor and Result

20. For those who seek (and make effort to attain)
Self, not only Self but also all other benefits will
automatically be attained in full. But if one desires
and makes effort to attain worldly objects (either
through worldly endeavors or through spiritual
practices), know that they will be attained only
partially and to the extent of one’s endeavor, and
that Self will not be attained at all.

(Sadhanai Saaram, Sadhu Om)

- J
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Encounters with Bhagavan
Part One: A Vision of Lord Subrahmanya
TR Kanakammal
In the old days, upon stepping into Sri Ramanasramam,
one could easily be reminded of Kalidasa’s immortal verse:
shantamidam ashramam
(Peaceful is this Ashram!)

Indeed, upon entering, the visitor immediately sensed a deep
peace and tranquillity.

Hugging the lower southern spur of Arunachala, as if
resting comfortably on the lap of the Hill, near the banks of
the placid waters of Pali tirtham, surrounded by majestic
trees and lush gardens where peacocks danced sprightly
here and there, the Ashram setting would capture the heart
of every beholder, transporting him to holy sites of ages
gone by. The monkeys from the Hill, being a perennial source
of amusement for children, would often surprise their young
admirers with playful pranks. In the days of Bhagavan, they
enjoyed unlimited liberty, as though it were their exclusive
privilege.

In this setting, it was common for sadhakas to come
from far and wide to prostrate humbly before Bhagavan,
pose questions about sadhana, and, in due course, leave,
fully satisfied with the answers they received. Others had
the experience of silent seeing, simple darshan where no
words were exchanged.

One day, a visitor came to the darshan hall. Since his
youth, he had been an upasaka! of Lord Subrahmanya, and
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had been faithful in following all the practices enjoined in
the scriptures regarding worship of Lord Subrahmanya.

This gentleman entered the darshan hall, and spoke
plaintively to Bhagavan in this vein: “O Swami, all my life
since my childhood, I’ve devoted myself to Lord Murugan?
and yet, in all this time, I’ve not been blessed with a vision
of the Lord.” Bhagavan sat in silence, merely gazing upon
this devotee before him.

Meanwhile, the poet Muruganar was sitting nearby,
listening to this. Normally, Muruganar never spoke to or
even acknowledged anyone, least of all short-term visitors.
Even when devotees challenged him, prodded him or tried
to rouse him in some way, he would simply remain quiet.
But this day was different. Upon hearing the man’s pleas,
Muruganar interrupted him and with uplifted hands
emphatically directed toward Bhagavan, he said:

“You’ve been waiting for the day to have Lord
Subrahmanya’s darshan. Why, dear man, the day you’ve
been waiting for has arrived!”

Then without the least hesitation, he gestured toward
Bhagavan’s regal form reclining on the sofa before them,
and with words that seemed to pierce the very air itself, he
cried out, “Who else do you think this is here in front of
you? Can you not see Him sitting right here before you?”

As if in response to a lifelong yearning, Bhagavan’s form
was evidently transformed before this visitor’s eyes, and
indeed shone as Lord Subrahmanya. The man stood still,
speechless, transfixed. Then he began to rub his eyes as if
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to be sure that what he was seeing was real and not some
trick of sight. Finally, with eyes open wide, mouth agape,
and a countenance full of wonder, profuse tears began to
stream down the man’s cheeks. His voice quivered and
cracked as he shouted out loud before the entire gathering,
“Aamaam, aamaam!”—"Yes, yes!” *
(Mountain Path, April 2006)
1 One devoted to a single deity, in this case, Lord Subrahmanya.
2Murugan is another name for Subrahmanya, (also: Kartikeya
, Kumara, Kaumara, Skanda, etc.) the son of Siva and Parvati
(by Agni). He figures prominently in the pantheon, especially in
Tamil Nadu. Ever youthful, Kartikeya is usually depicted with
his favourite weapon, the spear, and his peacock vahana (vehicle).
* The details of this account come to us by way of Muruganar,
who, on the evening of the day in question, was visited by this
devotee. The man came to Muruganar at his residence opposite
the Ashram, approaching him with pranams and prostrations
and other gestures of thanksgiving for Muruganar’s role in the

former’s “miraculous vision’ of the Lord.
* X % %

The Real Purpose Of Going To See One’s Guru

T.K Sundaresa lyer was an ardent devotee of Bhagavan.
Every time he came to see Bhagavan, he would bring some
small offering. It could be a lump of sugar candy or a
couple of bananas, or something just as simple. But he
would never come empty handed.

Once, when Sundaresa lyer came to Tiruvannamalai, he
had no money to buy sweets or fruits. He did not like the
idea of going to see Bhagavan without an offering. But
neither could he stay away.
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He went to see Bhagavan. After prostrating to
Bhagavan, Sundaresa lyer stood with tears in his eyes and
haltingly said, “Bhagavan, please forgive me for my lapse.
| was unable to bring an offering. So | was forced to come
to you empty handed.”

Bhagavan said in gentle tones, “Sundaresa! You are
crying because you did not bring something for me. But
actually, you have brought me the most precious offering.
Don’t you see?”

Sundaresa lyer was puzzled. Then Bhagavan said, “You
have brought yourself. The very purpose of coming to the
Guru is to surrender yourself to him. Everything else is
unimportant.” (Ramana Thiruvilayadal Tirattu-translated
by Smt. Lalitha Krithivasan)
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