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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in April 2024

1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 15" - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.30 - 7.30 p.m.
3. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

4. 28" Dr. KS Jayanthi
(FBEoe0 $0SBD S0 P S0, e- oS V@Y, 3,

8506980(30 ©DXE I0LT FS VoK)
(Readers are requested to kindly intimate the Sri Ramana
Kendram Office, their Phone Number and e-mail address)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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Wadha Gita: The Song of the Butcher
Dr K Subrahmanian

A person went to Sri Ramakrishna and said, “I don’t
want to do business anymore.” Sri Ramakrishna asked,
“Why do you think of yourself of being just a businessman?
You’re more than that! Why do you think that being a
businessman is bad? It is something that you have to do.
It is your job. How can the world exist without
businessmen? There must be somebody to sell things. You
need to remember that you play an important role in our
everyday life. As a businessman, you must remember, when
customers come to you, you must be kind to them. As they
leave, they must feel happy that they came to your shop.
The public does not expect a businessman to sell things at
cost price; people know that you have to make some profit
— otherwise, you and the members of your family won’t
be able to live comfortably. But don’t exploit people; be
reasonable, and when the customer leaves satisfied, be
happy that you have done your duty. You have a job to
perform, and this job has been given to you by the Lord
himself. Accept it, and do it to the best of your ability. All
jobs are the same; you must have the attitude that no job
is better than the other. To have this kind of attitude,
however, you must have the grace of the Lord.”

Sometimes, we feel that we should do some new
business so that we can earn more money. However, after
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a while, we realise that having more money has its own
set of problems. Within a few months, we are no longer
interested in being a businessman; we want to be something
else. We decide to become a teacher because we’ve been
told that teaching is a noble profession. After being in the
classroom for a few months, however, we get bored — we
want to do something else. It goes on and on. No one is
happy with what they are doing; but there is no escape for
any of us from this routine task. We need to do something
or the other as long as we are alive. We are restless because
we are not willing to believe in the will of God. We should
feel that we must do whatever it is that has been assigned
to us to the best of our ability. This is swadharma. There
is nothing great about any particular job; how we look at
anything depends on our attitude. If a person does his job
to the best of his ability, offering the fruits of the action
to the Lord, whatever the nature of the action, will purify
them. The teacher spreads knowledge; if however, he
dilutes the content in order to become popular with the
students, then he’s not doing his job to the best of his
ability. All of us, irrespective of what it is we do, need to
be sincere in our work.

You all know the story of the great rishi, Kaushika, in
the Mahabharata. One day, as he was doing tapas under
a tree, the droppings of a female crane sitting on one of
the top branches fell on him. Kaushika looked at the crane
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angrily, and by the power of his tapas and his anger, the
crane was reduced to ashes.The rishi, who had not realised
till then his great power, was surprised. At first, he felt sad
about what he had done. However, when the rishi realised
the enormity of his power, he became proud. When he
went for bhiksha that day, he stood in front of a house
and asked for alms. The lady of the house who saw him,
did not come out immediately to give him bhiksha. She
took some time because her husband was ill, and she had
to attend to him. When she came out to offer bhiksha, the
rishi looked at her angrily because she had made him wait.
He looked at her in the same way that he had looked at
the crane, but nothing happened. The woman asked the
angry rishi, “Do you think that | am also a crane?”
Kaushika was stunned because the woman had not been a
witness to what had happened in the forest. He wondered
how she knew about the incident. He felt that maybe she
was not an ordinary person; so, he immediately changed
his tone. The woman explained that it took her some time
to come out with the bhiksha because she had to look after
her ailing husband — which, according to her, was her first
duty. She also told him that as a rishi, he should not
become so easily angry or upset about things.When he
heard this, Kaushika said, “You can’t be an ordinary
woman. | am a rishi, but I got angry. Please teach me what
dharma is and what | have to do.” Instead of telling him
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all about dharma, she instructed the rishi to go to the next
town and meet a particular individual.

The rishi went to the next town and enquired about the
person the woman had mentioned. When he went to the
place, he was shocked! He thought it must be a mistake
because he found himself standing before a butcher’s shop!
The butcher was chopping meat, and giving it to the
customers. Kaushika very reluctantly went to the vyadha
and stood before him. The butcher turned his attention to
the rishi and asked, “Has the lady in the other town sent
you here?” The rishi was totally shaken. He told himself,
“l looked at one crane and reduced it to ashes, but these
people seem to know so much more! Compared to them,
| am a nobody!” The rishi, with great hesitation, asked the
butcher to tell him about dharma. The butcher replied, “I
will, but not right now, because | have to complete my
work. Once | do that, I will be more than happy to tell
you.” The vyadha completed his work, had a bath, and
talked to the rishi.

This is one of the most interesting things in the
Mahabharata, a butcher talking about dharma to a rishi.
It has sometimes been referred to as Wadha Gita or The
Song of the Butcher. The man explained, “You see, | am
a butcher by profession. It is a family profession. | have
no choice in the matter. | perform my job to the best of
my ability. Dharma is about doing one’s duty in this world.
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Each one has to do his duty in this world. Some have to
be butchers, some have to be teachers, some doctors, some
administrators, and so on. We cannot say that we will not
do something when it is a part of our duty. We also need
to look after our family and our parents. We have to do
the work assigned to us to the best of our ability, and
surrender the fruits of the action to the Lord. If we do our
job to the best of our ability, we will be happy. If, through
the grace of God, we are given another job, without
seeking it, and we are convinced that it is good for us and
will give us peace of mind, then we should accept it. If
we accept it because it is a form of service, then it will
give us spiritual satisfaction. If we try to choose something,
sometimes we get it, and sometimes we don’t. We pay a
price for what we choose. Sometimes, things come to us
on their own, and there is no way that we can predict
anything.”

We very often label people, and by doing so, we expect
the person to have certain characteristics. For example, we
expect certain traits from a teacher; but when the
expectations are not met, we are disappointed or upset.
So, the moment we label someone, we stop looking at the
person as an individual, and this is very wrong. We should
actually go beyond the label and look at the individual
behind the label. Each individual has to act in a particular
way, in a particular situation. When you are an
administrator in an office, you have to do certain things,
take decisions based on rules and regulations. By doing
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this, you please some people and displease others.
Administrators are trained to be unpopular. If you say of
an administrator that he is fair, people won’t go to him
because everyone will believe that he doesn’t have a heart,
and applies only rules. A good bureaucrat is one who
doesn’t allow his personal feelings to interfere with the
rules and regulations of the administration. Whatever you
do, whatever decision you take, you are certain to displease
somebody, and that should not bother you. Because
whatever it is, you know that you have been impartial; you
have been fair. You have satisfaction because you know
that you have done your best. God has put you in the
position to do the best for everyone; you have been placed
in a position to take decisions without changing the rules
according to your likes and dislikes. Sometimes, you must
act like a higher power has taken over the whole situation.
(Talk 39B)

*hkkkhkkk

The Sadguru

The one unlimited Whole, who pervades this and all
other worlds, and all time and space, and who shines as
‘I’ within and as everything outside — is He who resides
in the hearts of His intimate disciples as the Pillar of Light
of Knowledge, the divine Lamp which needs no kindling.

By coming near the Sadguru and by depending
completely upon His Grace, with great Guru bhakti, one
will have no misery in this world and will live like Indra.
(Guru Vachaka Kovai)
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Ashtavakra Gita 23
The World is Mithya
V Krithivasan

ARMERNE 45 9999 e |
AR Jl B9 A GRe: |

mayamatramidam vishvam pashyan vigatakautukah
apisannihite mrityau katham trasyati dheeradheeh
(3-11)

Word Meaning

mayamatram: merely illusion; idam: this; vishvam:
universe; pashyan: seeing; vigatakautukah: devoid of
interest; api: even; sannihitemrityau: approaching death;
katham: how; trasyati: fears; dheeradheeh: person of
steady mind.

Verse Meaning

Seeing that this universe is merely an illusion and losing
interest in it, how can one of steady mind fear the
approaching death?

When one realises that all objects are mere illusory
appearances, interest in them will vanish in his heart. A
Self-realized jnani looks on the universe as mere illusion.
He will therefore have no curiosity even to know about
death, much less fear it, or be interested in life hereafter.
Life in this world, and death, are mere passing thoughts,
nothing to worry about.

Birth and death pertain to the body. But the jnani has
the firm conviction that he is the spirit which has no birth
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or death and is eternal.Every object in this universe has
an expiry date, including the sun. Every second, this body
undergoes changes. Millions of cells die and new ones are
born. How can something that is so changeful be called
real? It neither is, nor is not; it belongs to the category
called mithya. Maya, which is the instrumental cause of
the universe is also mithya. This truth is clear to the jnani,
and he has no thoughts to spare on the death of the body.

IR d SIHM! AT b |

33 Ul 35 Ao 9 b geafd R

svabhavadeva jaanaano drishyametanna kinchana

idam graahyam idam tyaajyam sa kim pashyati
dheeradheeh (3-13)

Word Meaning
svabhavadeva: in its own nature; jaanaano: knowing;
drishyam: objects seen; etanna: all these are not; kinchana:
anything (substantial); idamgraahyam: this is acceptable;
idamtyaajyam: this is rejectable; sakimpashyati: why
would he see (thus); dheeradheeh: person of steady mind.
Verse Meaning
Knowing that objects of perception are in reality nothing
of substance, why would a steady minded jnani consider
one thing as acceptable and other as rejectable?
‘Objects of perception’ cover both the internal world of
thoughts, and the external world of objects. The jnani
knows that the Self alone exists; whatever appears to exist,
has borrowed the characteristic of existence from this One
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Self. Existence is not intrinsic to them.They are but an
illusory superimposition on the Self.

All the objects we perceive are compounds of many
elements or things or parts. Nothing exists in the world
that is not a compound of various other things. When
things that have combined to make an object separate, the
object goes out of existence. Self is the only thing which
is not made up of any parts; it exists all by itself, and is
fundamental to all that appear to exist. Hence, nothing can
cause it to go out of existence. The jnani who has realised
the permanent nature of the Self and ephemeral nature of
objects around him, will not have likes or dislikes; prefer
one thing or reject another thing.

If | have a fake currency note, it is as good as saying
‘I don’t have a note’, because the fake currency is not of
any value. In the same way, the jnani who knows that the
objects of this universe have no intrinsic value, says the
world does not exist. Can he be faulted for this view?

Here is what Bhagavan Ramana has to say about the
reality of the world: “At the level of the spiritual seeker,
you have got to say that the world is an illusion. There is
no other way. When a man forgets that he is Brahman,
who is real, permanent and omnipresent, and deludes
himself into thinking that he is a body in the universe which
is filled with bodies that are transitory, and labours under
that delusion, you have got to remind him that the world
is unreal and a delusion.
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“Why? Because his vision, which has forgotten its own
Self, is dwelling in the external, material universe. It will
not turn inwards into introspection, unless you impress on
him that all this external, material universe is unreal. When
once he realises his own Self, he will know that there is
nothing other than his own Self, and he will come to look
upon the whole universe as Brahman. There is no universe
without the Self. So long as a man does not see the Self
which is the origin of all, but looks only at the external
world as real and permanent, you have to tell him that all
this external universe is an illusion. You cannot help it.
Take a paper. We see only the script, and nobody notices
the paper on which the script is written. The paper is there
whether the script on it is there or not. To those who look
upon the script as real, you have to say that it is unreal,
an illusion, since it rests upon the paper. The wise man
looks upon both the paper and script as one. So also with
Brahman and the universe.”

*kkkik

If a room is filled with various articles, the space in the
room has not vanished any where. To have space, we have
not to create it, but only to remove the articles stocked in
the room. Even so, God is there. Only you do not see it
on account of the samsaric rubbish you have filled your
mind with. Remove the rubbish and you will see God. (Day
by Day with Bhagavan, 15 March, 1946).

*kkkik
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Kumbhabhishekam of Mathrubhuteswara Temple
SS Cohen

18th March

Kumbha-Abhishekam, the consecration ceremony
according to Hindu rites of the temple built over the
remains of Maharshi’s mother, known as
Mathrubhuteswara, which started on the 14th., has ended
today. Humanity, masses of it, started pouring into the
ashram since the 13th. from all over India, especially from
the neighbouring villages.

The Yagna ceremony began on the 14th at 8-30 p.m.,
when Sri Maharshi sat on an armchair, and not very far
from his left foot, on the floor, sat Sri Shankaracharya of
Puri, who had arrived that morning for the purpose. All
round him, sat a large number of devotees, visitors and a
huge crowd. The brief ceremony was over by 9 p.m., when
Maharshi was taken to open the new big Hall attached to
the temple. Being too weak to turn the colossal key of the
door, the young stapati turned it for him. He was taken
directly to the inner temple, and helped over the short flight
of steps and made to touch the stone Sri Chakra, which
stands immediately behind the lingam, as the symbol of
the Creative Power latent in the Formless Spirit (Chit). He
was then taken out and made to sit for the first time on
the stone couch in the new temple Hall, which was covered
with red velvet cushions. People began to prostrate before
him half a dozen at a time. After a while, he was taken
out and lifted into the Yagasala, opposite the Hall, where
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a brief ceremony was performed. By then, Maharshi
showed signs of exhaustion, and had therefore to be taken
immediately to bed for the night’s rest at about 10 p.m.

On the 15th. morning, the crowd swelled to over 10,000.
Sri Maharshi’s couch was placed on the North verandah
of the new Hall. Musicians with flutes, violins and tablas
played by his side. Yagna ceremony went on at top strength
in all the three yagasalas erected for the purpose. Flames
leapt from dozens of specially-constructed fire pits, fed by
pure ghee and a special kind of sticks. Flame and smoke
rose sky-high to the loud chanting of more than a hundred
priests. But all this was drowned by thousands of voices
from the crowd. The sight was impressive. The most silent
man in this huge din was Sri Bhagavan himself, who was
fully indrawn, and totally unconcerned on the surface. But
his disciples knew his joy at the fulfilment of a ten-year
old desire to leave for posterity a spiritual heritage of
priceless value, a desire not of his own, but of a man, the
Sarvadhikari, who thought himself an instrument of Sri
Bhagavan’s divine will, conveyed to him, not by word of
mouth, but by mere thought. The value of this temple
consists in its treasuring in its bosom, the body of the
mother of one of the greatest saints and sages that have
ever lived; also in its being built stone by stone under the
very eyes of the Maharshi, and in its most sacred portions
being hallowed by his personal visits and touch. The dream
has now taken shape. Ten years of tireless efforts have
come to an end.
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The 15th. and the 16th. saw the crowd increasing by the
hour. Such was the influx of the visitors from the mofussil
that by the 16th. evening, when the brass vessels — the
kumbhas — about six in number, were taken to the top of
the gopurams (towers), the total was estimated to be over
15,000.

The grand climax came on the 17th. morning. From the
Morvi Guest House to the north wall of the ashram, there
was one compact mass of human heads. Although it was
an orderly crowd, movements were impeded, despite all
efforts of the volunteers to keep a way open. The Chief
Minister of Madras State, Sri Omandur Ramaswamy
Reddiar, was expected. All the highest officials of the
District, and many magnates from Madras came by cars.
At 11 a.m. Sri Maharshi was taken out to give the special
signal to the priests on the gopurams (temple towers) to
start the abhishekam. He gently raised his hand, and the
bathing ceremony on the top of the temple started. Then
he was taken to the inner temple and made to place his
hand on the lingam,just then installed in front of Sri
Chakra. The lingam was soldered to its stone platform
with twenty tolas of gold (8 ounces) contributed by
devotees. Then, he returned to the new Hall and sat on
the stone couch over which stretched a white silk canopy
embroidered with silver presented by the Maharaja of
Darampur. Then, the Sarvadhikari, Sri Niranjanananda
Swami, was called and made to sit opposite the Maharshi,
when Mrs. Taleyarkhan read a short speech in English in
his praise, for his earnestness, his sincerity and his
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unremitting efforts in building up the ashram and the
temple, and garlanded him. The speech was immediately
translated into Tamil, sentence by sentence, which pleased
him considerably.

The day ended with music and songs given by
aristocratic young ladies from Madras, followed by temple
music, which continued till about midnight, when Sri
Maharshi went to bed; thus closing the Kumbha
Abhishekam series of ceremonies and functions for the
time.

(Guru Ramana, Part I11, Memories and Notes, S S Cohen)

*kkkik

The father figure merges with the Divine Father

One day, as Bhagavan was sitting in Skandasram and
looking towards Virupaksha Cave, he saw a peacock flying
around the top of the cave in an agitated manner, and
making strange cawing sounds.

Bhagavan got up immediately and saying,
“Palaniswami’s life on this earth is nearing its end,” and
hurried down to the Virupaksha Cave. There, he found
Palaniswami in the last stage of life. Bhagavan cradled
Palaniswami’s body on his own lap and placed his hands
on Palniswami’s heart and head. In a little while,
Palaniswami’s soul merged in Arunachala. In earlier times,
Palaniswami had looked after the young Ramana with the
love and concern of a father for his son. Now, Ramana
repaid all that love by reuniting Palaniswami with the all-
encompassing Self. (Ramana Thiruvilayadal Tirattu)
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The Dawn Chant
(Kalai Pattu)
Satyamangalam Sri Venkataramier

1. Dawn is rising on Aruna Hill,

Sweet Ramana, come!
Lord Arunachala, come!

2. Inthe bush, the koel sings,
Dear Master Ramana, come!
Lord of Knowledge, come!

3. The conch blows, the stars are dim,
Sweet Ramana, come!

Lord God of gods, come!

4.  The cocks crow, the birds chirp,
It is already time, come!

The dark night has fled, come!

5. The trumpets blow, the drums beat,
Gold-bright Ramana, come!
Knowledge awake, come!

6.  The crows caw, it is morn,
Snake-decked Lord, come!
Blue-throated Lord, come!

7. Ignorance has fled, the lotuses blossom,
Wise Lord Ramana, come!

Crown of the Vedas, come!

8.  Untainted by qualities, Lord of Liberation,
Benevolent Ramana, come!

Lord of Peace, come!

9.  Sage and Lord, One with Being-Knowledge-Bliss,
Lord dancing in joy, come!
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10. Love on the summit of knowledge,
Beyond pleasure and pain, come!
Blissful Silence, come!

(Source: Sri Ramana Stuti Panchakam, Satyamangalam
Venkatarama lyer, translated By Swami Ramanananda Saraswati)

*hkkkk

The Judgment

Once, when Sri Bhagavan was going for his usual stroll on
the Hill, everyone suddenly saw a dove falling at his Feet, half-
stunned. When they looked ahead, there was a boy who had
hit the bird with a stone and was now standing, trembling.

Sri Bhagavan seeing the boy and turning to the devotees
following him said, “If two annas were available, his hunger
would subside.” On hearing this, one of them ran down to the
Ashram, took two annas and rushed back to where Sri
Bhagavan was attending to the bird.

At Bhagavan’s request, the two annas were given to the boy
who was very pleased and left. The bird was still stunned. Then
Sri Bhagavan said, “If someone brings grapes, and if the grape
juice is poured over the head of the bird, it should recover.”

At that moment a devotee, not seeing Sri Bhagavan in the
old hall, was coming up the Hill searching for him, with grapes
as his offering. Seeing him with grapes in his hands, Sri
Bhagavan exclaimed “The grapes have arrived.” Squeezing the
grapes on the bird’s head, Sri Bhagavan watched and waited
for a reaction. Slowly it started to regain consciousness, and
after some time, it flew away. (Mountain Path Advent 2007,
Stories about Bhagavan, Sadhu Om)
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Anandammal

I once asked Kanakamma to tell me about Anandamma.
She narrated: “Anandammal had been coming to Sri
Bhagavan from His Virupaksha days. She belonged to
Tiruvannamalai itself, and lived here with her parents. She
was attached to Sri Bhagavan from her childhood, and
used to meditate in front of Him at Virupaksha Cave.

“Though her aspiration was purely spiritual, her parents
forced her into marriage. Even after marriage, her regular
visits to Sri Bhagavan at Virupaksha Cave did not cease.
In course of time, she had a son. All her thoughts were
about Sri Bhagavan; and, the son and other family
members remained neglected. Leaving the child at home,
she would still go up the hill for meditation. Nothing —
not even the pleading persuasions of her parents and
relatives — could wean her from this practice. After a few
years, her husband passed away. Sri Bhagavan also had
come down from the Hill to the present Sri
Ramanasramam.

“Anandammal, leaving her son with her brother, shifted
her residence from Tiruvannamalai town to ‘Ramana
Nagar’, opposite to the Ashram. She erected a thatched
hut with mud walls. She led a strictly disciplined life, eating
very little, speaking only on matters spiritual, and going
to Sri Bhagavan every day without fail. The purity of her
appearance would inspire reverence - the ochre dress,
rudraksha mala around her neck, and clean-shaven head.
Her needs were few. One Dhanammal, who was a great
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admirer of Anandammal, used to help by cooking for her.
If Dhanammal had to go out of town, she would cook rice
for a few days and put it in a pot and pour water into it.
This was all: when hungry, Anandammal would eat a
portion of the cold rice, with salt for taste!”

“Though she could not read and write, she could
explain any passage from spiritual texts. She would be very
happy if friends who were visiting, recited Sri Bhagavan’s
Nool Thirattu and Ribhu Gita in her presence. Her happiest
moments, however, were those when she could sit
meditating in Sri Bhagavan’s presence. She also dearly
loved to go round the Holy Hill, Arunachala.

“A school teacher, Madurammal, well-versed in Vedanta,
often visited the Ashram. She hailed from Madurai. Seeing
the greatness of Anandammal, she used to spend some time
with her, and read out Tamil religious books. Difficult
passages which baffled her would be explained by
Anandammal in the light of Sri Bhagavan’s teachings.
Thus, what erudition could not reveal, her direct
experience could.

“In those days, many earnest sadhus were living at
Palakottu - Muruganar, MunagalaVenkataramaiah,
Annamalai Swami, Kunju Swami, and others. It was
customary for devotees to give these sadhus some special
eatables prepared in their houses. Once, | prepared
‘pakodas’ and distributed them to the sadhus in Palakottu.
That day, | took a packet of pakodas and went to her hut.
She was in meditation. But, she welcomed me with her
usual affection. | offered the packet. Without touching it,

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL 44, ISSUE-4 47 HYDERABAD, APRIL-2024



she asked what it was. | said: ‘Pakodas. | prepared them
specially to offer to the sadhus. | had a thought that 1
should also give some eatables to the sadhus at Palakottu.
| have given the rest. This last packet is for you’.

“She ate it and then turned a stern face towards me and
said: ‘Do you think sadhus really need these varieties?
Look at that corner. Dhanammal has left cold rice there
in the pot for me for a few days. That is all | need. Time
is very precious for seekers. We should abide “as we are’
— to remain ‘as we are’ is all that we have to do. Not
waste time in making special eatables for sadhus. This is
all due to distracting, disturbing ‘thoughts’. Remain where
‘thoughts’ do not rise’. Saying this, she resumed her
meditative state. After some time, she opened her eyes and
said: “Why do you waste your time like this? What does
Sri Bhagavan say? Close your eyes and be still. Simply be!”
She said these words with such power that after all these
years, | remember and cherish them. Yes, why should one
waste even that much time to do a so-called good act,
when our Master wanted us to spend all the time in
reposing in the Self. Even today, | feel greatly grateful to
Anandammal for saving me from unnecessary
entanglements and directing me powerfully to spend all the
time in diving within, withdrawing the mind from going
outward.

“Anandammal did spend most of her time in the
Presence of Sri Bhagavan. When she returned to her hut,
she would remain in meditation or if people arrived, she
would ask them to read out to her some passages from
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books. She was quite fond of me. She told me: “You have
come to Sri Bhagavan at this tender age; it is very good.
It is a rare opportunity, indeed! Utilise every moment in
sadhana. Attaining the Fullness of Self should be your aim;
all the rest are only the traps of the ‘mind’. Be ever vigilant.
Attain the “Self” which is ever yours. Be true to yourself;
Sri Bhagavan’s Blessings will always be with you!” Young
aspirants have much to learn from the Wisdom and Pure
Life of Anandammal.

“Once, when | went to her hut, a young woman was
lamenting over her hardship in life, and Anandammal’s
consoling words even now linger in my ears: ‘Your
thinking about such troubles is what makes your will power
weaker and weaker. Break the whole chain of these
‘thoughts’. Go and sit in the presence of Sri Bhagavan.
He will solve your problems and bestow Well-Being on
you’. She added: ‘For women who wish to do sadhana,
Arunachala is the best “Kshetra”: Did not Mother
Goddess, Parvati, Herself do tapas here to gain the Left
Half of Lord Shiva’s Body? It means that at Arunachala,
women will surely gain Atma Siddhi. Look at Sri
Bhagavan’s Mother. Are there temples over the samadhis
of the mothers of Rama or Krishna? For Alagammal, Sri
Bhagavan saw to it that a Temple was built. What better
proof is there for the Greatness of Womanhood?

“After Sri Bhagavan’s Brahma Nirvana, devotees
scattered out of Tiruvannamalai. However, after some time,
they discovered that they could not find peace of mind
anywhere else! So, they slowly came back to the shrine
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of Sri Bhagavan’s samadhi. They approached Muruganar,
and requested him to expound Sri Bhagavan’s written
works (Nool Thirattu). Muruganar’s explanations,
interspersed with reminiscences of the Master, delighted
us, like showers of Ramana-ambrosia. Fortunate indeed
were those who listened to Muruganar’s talks!
Anandammal and myself were among those who have had
this rare privilege!”

“After completing the Collected Works of Sri Ramana
Maharshi, Muruganar expounded other spiritual treatises
like Atma Purana. One day, Anandammal wanted
Muruganar to explain a passage about Saint Vamadeva in
Atma Purana. She asked: ‘Vamadeva had some residual
prarabdha and had to experience garbhavaasa (stay in
womb, i.e. rebirth). Immediately after coming out of the
womb, he realised the Self, didn’t he?’ After uttering these
words, Anandammal suddenly fell forward, and collapsed.
It looked as if she was prostrating. But after a few minutes,
when she did not get up from her “prostration’, I lifted her
and made her sit up. She was not conscious. We sprinkled
water on her face, yet there was no improvement. Then,
she was taken to her relative’s house in the town. She
never opened her eyes again. This happened at evening 6
and by 9 p.m. she was pronounced dead. Her last thought
was on the Release of Vamadeva! Her body was laid to
rest near the Ashram, by her son and her brother.
Anandammal was an ideal devotee worthy of emulation!”
(The following extract is a narration by Smt Kanakammal, and
appears in Shri V.Ganesan’s book Sri Ramana Tiruvarul Nidhi
- Treasure Trove of Sri Bhagavan’s grace Pg 176-178)
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A Lethal Brew

Mrs. Roda Mclver narrated a strange but moving incident.
"Worried about Bhagavan's health, in his last days, devotees
would send Bhagavan all kinds of medicines and these were
carefully arranged in a cupboard. One day He called for a big
glass jar and ordered all the little bottles to be emptied into the
jar and mixed well. He announced that he would take a spoonful
every morning and evening. Some of the medicines were quite
poisonous and we were scared. 'People send me these medicines
out of their love for me. To please them | must take them all,'
argued Bhagavan! A doctor came and he too was terrified. The
mixture was fantastic - allopathy, ayurvedic, homeopathy, herbs,
biochemicals, ashes, powders, poisons - a lethal brew!
Bhagavan was adamant. But when we invoked his own rule and
demanded a spoonful for each of us, he relented and gave up
the idea of drinking the concoction!" - (Moments Remembered,
V Ganesan)
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Keep an open mind, dive within and
find out the Self. The truth will itself dawn
upon you. Why should you determine
beforehand if the finality 1s unity
absolute or qualified, or duality? There is
no meaning in it. The ascertainment is
now made by logic and by intellect. The
intellect derives light from the Self (the
Higher Power). How can the reflected and partial light of
the intellect envisage the whole and the original Light? The
intellect cannot reach the Self and how can it ascertain its
nature? (Talks—63)
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