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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in October 2024
1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
3. 23" - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.30 - 7.30 p.m.
4. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
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(Readers are requested to kindly intimate the Sri Ramana
Kendram Office, their Phone Number and e-mail address)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
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The Road to Contentment
Dr K Subrahmanian

We all expect something from God; we believe that
worshipping him will result in greater prosperity — family
and relatives will fare well, there will be money, more fame
and name, etc. From experience, we also know that we
do not always get what we desire. Sometimes, misfortunes
come to us so swiftly that some of us lose complete faith
in God. Many times, we wonder what it is that we should
do in order to get what we want. We convince ourselves
that we have to earn and save, so that we can be
comfortable in the future. To achieve this, we do a number
of things and travel to a number of places; for in order to
make money, we have to make some sacrifices. In fact, a
person who makes a lot of money makes a lot of sacrifices.
For example, he cannot eat on time, or he has to please a
lot of people.

The individual spends his whole lifetime earning money
because he would like to be considered prosperous. Those
who don’t have money may consider the man rich, but they
do not understand the constant fear he lives in. The person
has to take precautions to ensure the money does not fall
into the wrong hands. He spends a lot of his time thinking
about how to invest wisely. Others will not be aware of
all these things. The thing about money is that the more
we have, the more we want, because money means power;
a lot of people want power either directly or indirectly. One
can become an MLA or an MP with money power and also
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help people, or give money to MLAs or MPs, who in turn
will be obliged to the person. The power of money is seen
not only in politics, but also in religion. Even religious
leaders are influenced by the rich because these individuals
are leaders, not jnanis. Since they belong to a particular
mutt, they are interested in money to build schools and so
on. Rich people, nowadays, seem to have control over
politicians and even religious institutions.

People spend their entire life pursuing something or the
other — it could be money, fame, scholarship, etc. If you
want be a great pundit, what do you do? You spend your
whole lifetime studying books. You learn the Vedas, the
Gita, the Puranas and all the other religious texts. People
are impressed with your scholarship, and this makes you
tremendously happy. But you are not content; you want
to learn more and more, not because you want to, but in
order to impress people more. Bhagavan says that those
who do not know much, who are not learned, are lucky
because they have only one family; those who are learned,
have many families. If | say dvaita is good, then a scholar
can argue that advaita is better; if | say the Dravidian
language is good, someone else can say that Sanskrit is
better, and so on. There is no end to these arguments. If
you are interested only in knowledge, and you spend your
time studying all the time, then you will have
nasukhamnanidra — you will have no happiness and no
sleep. We can apply this to anything that we seek; the only
reason we seek is because we wish to inflate our own ego
by proving that we are better than others.
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Ordinary people like us do not think very highly of a
person who does not have money or sastra jnana. Yet, we
all go to people who may not have studied the Upanishads
or the Vedas; who may not even know anything about the
sastras. We go to these people because we think that they
have something that we do not. Who are these individuals?
Jnanis! They don’t have money or the kind of sophisticated
knowledge that educated people do. Sri Ramakrishna had
not studied either the Upanishads or the Vedas. He was
almost an illiterate; he could hardly write his name. Yet,
well-known scholars visited him frequently to sit at his feet.
One of the great scholars of the time, Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar went to him. Bhagavan too was not a scholar
in the true sense of the word; he had gone to school till
the third form. He had not studied the Vedas and the
Upanishads; in fact, the only book he had read was the
Periya Puranam, which describes the lives of the sixty-
three saints. Yet, poets and scholars went to see him; Dr
Radhakrishnan, a profound scholar of his time, met
Bhagavan and sat before him.

Neither Bhagavan nor Ramakrishna had intellectual
knowledge; what they had was atma jnana. What the rest
of us seek is external knowledge — mathematics, dramatics,
the Vedas or the Upanishads. When we apply our mind
to any one of these subjects, our mind becomes sharp, and
people praise our brilliance; this makes us happy. However,
our ego is hurt when someone else is praised. We have
knowledge of everything, but ourselves. Bhagavan, being
a jnani, had self-knowledge, and he assures all his devotees
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that if we have this self-knowledge, we will not need
anything more. A jnani is self-sufficient,

MARATHARIE: RIS =<

atmanyevaatmanaatushtah sthitaprajnastodochyate
(Gita 2:55)
He finds supreme happiness within himself. We, on the
other hand, try to find happiness outside of us. Nothing
outside of us will give us complete happiness, because if
my happiness depends on you, then, when you are happy,
I am happy, and when you are unhappy, | am unhappy too.
Seeking anything outside of us can only make us unhappy.
In fact, at the end of our lives, we wonder if all the seeking
we did was worth it.

The reason we seek so many things in this world is
because our silly mind is restless. When you get a new
washing machine after spending a lot of money on it, you
are happy. However, after a few years, when someone else
buys an even better washing machine, you become jealous.
Our whole life is spent in this manner. On the other hand,
there are some people who are content with the little they
have. Our happiness, therefore, does not depend on how
much we own or possess, but having the kind of attitude
that gives us contentment and doesn’t make us want more
and more. This, however, is difficult to do because every
time we see an advertisement, we feel a sense of
deprivation; we feel sorry that we can’t have it. We should,
instead, tell ourselves that even though there are millions
of things in this world, there are just a few we actually
need. We should make do with those.
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Contentment is what gives everyone happiness. A jnani
does not own anything, but he is content with what little
he has. Our saints and sages do not ask us to become
sanyasis. In fact, the Upanishads tell us that after
bhramacharya ashrama, we should get married and lead
a happy life. As a grihastha, if we earn enough to maintain
ourselves, then we can spend much of our time thinking
of the Lord. When we are content in this manner, we will
not worry about what will happen in our old age. We waste
much of our time thinking about our old age, without
realising that we may not live long enough to enjoy those
years. We all go to people who have practically nothing,
and just live from day to day. Yet, they have something
that we do not have — peace. Instead of asking ourselves
if it is possible to be like them, most of us go to them in
order they bless us with more and more things. That is
our problem. The logical question that we should ask is
how is it they are so happy even though they don’t have
any possessions. Again, when we go to such a person and
do not get what we want, we say that he is not a good
guru, and that we must find another one. That is not the
solution to our problems. As human beings, we will always
have problems. Shankara asks, “Do you think with money
you will get sukham?” He says, “If you get money, enjoy
yourself; if you don’t, don’t feel upset.”

31efHe] HITIMIATRAT: Gl |
REICIEEE RN I NS CEMICIESINI AN

arthamanartham Bhavayanityam, nastitatah

sukhalesha satyam
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putradapidhanabhajaambhiteehi
sarvatraishavihitaritihi

Nastitatahsukhalesha — You will not find a trace of
happiness in money. Money by itself is of no use. If you
have more than you need, you will have problems even
from your own children. See what happened when
Ramnath Goenka, the proprietor of the Indian Express,
died. They had to divide the property between the son and
the daughter.

Sarvatraishavihitaritihi- Shankara says that this desire
for money and other material things is not a problem
peculiar to India. It is a problem common to people all
over the world. Jnanis don’t ask for anything, but we give
them a lot. When you do give them something, they
distribute it to others. What do we do? We hoard it; we
also think that it is good to receive. We are happy when
we get things from people. When a man asks us for
something, we give it the first time; afterwards, we don’t
want to see him. A sadhu or a sanyasi doesn’t ask for
anything, but we take something and offer it to him.
Krishna says,

STANATIIHRISHL: U |

d g dreHTerEY |
ananyascintayanto maam ye janah paryupasate
teshamnityabhiyuktanam yoga-kshemamvahamyaham

It is my responsibility to look after the day-to-day needs
of those who think of me, and me alone. They will be
looked after in the way | want them to be looked after.
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Shankara says,

It faeatemm
vittamtenavinodaya chittam

Be happy with what you have and what you earn
through sincere hard work. Whatever work you do, do it
to the best of your ability, and be satisfied with it. We will
have enough for our needs, but may be not for our greed;
and this is a distinction that we must make. To make this
distinction, we must have the grace of God. So, in order
to make that distinction also, we need his grace, otherwise
we will try to justify that it is need we are seeking. It is
the Lord who will give us the state of mind to make the
distinction. We cannot act on our own; he will act through
us if we surrender to him totally, and this too is only
possible through his grace.

Seeking does not make us happy. Contentment with
what we have makes us happy. Saints and sages have said
that we should restrict our needs. However, modern
society is a consumer society where the motto is buying
more and more makes one happy. Now people are realising
that it is not a good philosophy. This is what we should
keep in mind in the midst of temptations. It is not easy,
but if we surrender our mind to the Lord, he will give us
that state of mind.

(Talk 50)

*khkkx
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Ashtavakra Gita 29
The Higher Knowledge
V Krithivasan

SH® 391
JPILAA FA<ISE Tcdd Ul ST |
3fd oI 99 | Arl 9 U8l o
Janaka uvaacha
Aakashavatan anthoham ghatavat praakrutam jagat
Iti jnaanam tathaitasya na tyago na graho layah
(Ch-6,1)

Word Meaning:

aakashavat: like pure space; ananthoham: I am infinite;
ghatavat: like a pot; praakrutam: phenomenal; jagat:
world; iti: in this manner; jnaanam: knowledge; tatha: and
so; etasya: of this; natyago: no giving up; nagraho: no
holding on to; layah: (no) dissolution.

\erse meaning:

Janaka said:

| am like the limitless space; this phenomenal world is
like the pot. This is jnana (Knowledge). So, the world is
neither to be renounced, accepted or dissolved.

The nature of the Supreme Self is further brought out
by Janaka. In the previous chapter, Ashtavakra was
instructing Janaka about the need for dissolving the mind,
and merging it in the Self. Here, Janaka goes a step further,
and says that even the attempts to merge the mind in the
Self arises out of some ignorance; for the Self was never
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at any time, limited. Just as the space inside the pot is the
infinite space outside it, the universe exists in and through
the One infinite Self. The universe has no existence of its
own; it is a mere illusion. It is only a collection of names
and forms.

It is not necessary to drive out the illusory snake which
was seen in the rope. The snake never ever existed. It is
enough to recognise the rope as rope for the snake-
knowledge to disappear. Similarly, this universe has been
wrongly projected on the Supreme Being, and has no real
existence. When such true Knowledge dawns, there is no
need to struggle with disengaging from worldly
attachments. They will drop off by themselves. Knowledge
of the Self will burn off these attachments. The effort to
disengage from the world, actually bestows reality to the
unreal world. Bhagavan has said that it is enough to see
the unreal as unreal. Reality will then shine forth in all its
splendour.

qelcfRdEe 9 ol diferIi=y: |
=fd oM a9as | A | U8 ol |

Mahodadhirivaham sa prapancho veechisannibhah

Iti jpaanam tathaitasya na tyago na graho layah (62)
Word meaning
mahodadhiriva: like the great ocean; aham: am I;
saprapancho: this universe; veechi:waves; sannibhah:
similar to; iti: in this manner; jnaanam: knowledge; tatha:
and so; etasya: of this; natyago: no giving up; nagraho:
no holding on to; layah: (no) dissolution.
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Verse Meaning:

| am like the ocean, and the universe is like waves in
it. This is real Knowledge. So, the world is neither to be
renounced, accepted or dissolved.

The oneness of the Self is brought out by this metaphor
very clearly. Water is the real and only substance. Ocean
and waves are mere names. What is, is only water. If
looked at in this manner, is there a need to acknowledge
the existence of something called a wave and make
attempts to remove it? In a jnani’s vision, the various
‘living” and ‘non-living” forms are permeated by the Self
through and through. There is nothing other than this sat-
chit-ananda, the only vastu (substance) which is all-
pervasive. The jnani feels he is all these that are perceived.
Will there, then, be a need to renounce anything and accept
some other thing? Will there be any need at all to dissolve
something in him?

It is interesting to note that one of the divine names of
Goddess Lalitha is ‘heyopadeyavarjita’. Heya means ‘to
accept’, and upadeya means ‘to reject’. Amba is One with
Her creation, and so there is nothing in it for Her to accept
or reject; a jnani is also like that.

This is the point that King Janaka is emphasizing in this

Verse.
FkKkk

"A thing done well, with love and devotion, is its own
reward. What happens to it later matters little, for it is out
of our hands". (Eternal Ocean of Grace Book 4)
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Kanji and Aviyal

That morning, Sri Bhagavan appreciated the taste of
Malabar kanji (gruel) that was brought and served by a
devotee. Sri Bhagavan added that its relish would be
enhanced if it is taken with aviyal (a preparation of several
vegetables). So | requested the Sarvadhikari to arrange for
the preparation of kanji and aviyal in the ashram itself,
and he kindly agreed to do so on the third day.

It was June 16, 1941. There was a fresh spurt of activity
in the ashram kitchen. All lights were on from the small
hours of the morning. The ashram rules were relaxed for
the women workers, so that they were busy in the kitchen
along with men, even from 3 a.m. Sri Bhagavan Himself
for once crossed the threshold, peeped inside and gave
instructions. What was it all about? Kanji and aviyal were
being prepared for breakfast. The news spread like wildfire.
The dining hall wore a festive appearance as we sat in
rows, and special cups were provided for all devotees.
Kanji and aviyal were the main items served. Sri Bhagavan
gave the lead for the proper way of sipping the kanji with
the aviyal.

Unlike the usual practice, these two items were served
repeatedly and in unlimited quantities. Sri Bhagavan said
that to do justice to these special dishes, we should forego
coffee for the moment. For Himself, He gave up even his
kashayam (medicinal drink) to increase the intake of kaniji.
A very few of us rose to the occasion and abstained from
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coffee. But for the others, of course, coffee was also
served. After the others left the Hall, Sri Bhagavan turned
to me and said, “It seems you were responsible for today’s
preparations. So, you must emulate me and do full justice.”
Then, He called for more cups. | said that my stomach was
over-full. But Sri Bhagavan assured me saying, “Don’t fear,
it will not do any harm. Within half an hour it will be
digested, and you will feel more than the usual appetite.”
After this, Sri Bhagavan drank two more cups with
beaming looks, while I followed His example. He smiled
approval at what | did, and said “That’s it.” He then
radiated Grace all round. It was indeed a sight for the gods!

When Sri Bhagavan returned from the Hill, I wrote and
presented two Telugu verses entitled Amritapanam
(Nectar-potation) which said:

“People hate to drink kanji; but today, by Sri
Bhagavan’s Grace, | have drunk kanji with aviyal. What
they call amrita is nothing but this.”

“Formerly you shared cold rice and kanji with your
cowherd friends.

Did its taste equal this?

Later, you were feasted with kanji in Vidura’s house.

Was its taste either equal to this, O Lord?”

Sri Bhagavan seemed to enjoy these verses. He read out
and explained them with evident relish. He also narrated
the story of Sri Krishna at Hastinapura (Delhi) preferring
the humble hospitality of Vidura to the royal dinner offered
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by Duryodhana. On entering Vidura’s house, the Lord
called for kanji. As it was being poured into His hands,
He spread out His two other hands also to hold it, so that
not a drop might be spilt. His liking for kanji was so great.
Sri Bhagavan also informed us that in Malabar, kanji is a
universal diet. It is taken by the prince and the peasant,
by the rich and the poor. The former might add some
special ingredients, but the main substance is the same. So,
the Malayalis are nicknamed kanji-drinkers. (Sri Ramana
Remininscences, GV Subbaramayya)

*khkkkk
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Lucy Cornelessen Discovers Bhagavan
Sneha Choudhury

Lucy Cornelssen or Lucy Ma, as she was known,
described her coming into Bhagavan’s fold with this verse
from Aksharamanamalai -

“From my home Thou didst entice me, then, stealing into
my heart, didst draw me gently into thee ...”

Lucy Ma was born in Germany in the year 1898, and
lived in Berlin.A writer by profession, she was well read,
had traveled extensively, and was intensely interested in
Oriental teachings and Indian religious texts. After
marriage, she became Lucy Cornelssen.

The attraction towards Oriental teachings came from an
early age. Her mother was an Indologist. One day, when
Lucy was flipping through a book, she saw a picture of a
statue in a dancing pose. The picture transfixed her, and
she lost all sense of her body and surroundings. Her mother
told her that it was Shiva, a God revered by Indians; she
also explained to her about other Indian deities. Lucy was
drawn to Shiva, and the image stayed in her heart. In later
years, she studied religious texts like the Bhagavad Gita.
She also surmised that the trance-like state she had
experienced in her childhood upon seeing the picture of
Shiva was very deep meditation or ‘samadhi’, and this
impelled her to delve further into the mystical teachings
of the East.

When World War 11 broke out in 1939, Lucy faced tough
times. However, long years of meditation and
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contemplation gave her an inner peace, so she was
undisturbed by the vicissitudes of war. She found a little
hut in the midst of a dense forest, and lived a life of solitude
for eleven long years.

One night, in the dark jungle, she lost her way, and could
not find her hut. As she searched around, she saw a light
gleaming at a distance. She followed the light, reached a
hut, opened the door and stepped inside. There was no one
around, but on the table, in the light of the candle, she saw
a picture of an Indian mystic with a gentle smile and
luminous, gleaming eyes that looked at her, touching her
soul. The moment her eyes met those in the picture, she
experienced an unknown bliss and felt herself fully alive.
As she stared in a trance at the picture, the owner of the
hut walked in. She was surprised to see Lucy, and
welcomed her. She told Lucy about the person in the
picture, her master, Sri Ramana Maharshi, who lived in
South India in Arunachala, the Hill of the Holy Beacon.

After this unusual encounter, many mysterious incidents
happened in Lucy’s life. Someone gave her a copy of
Heinrich Zimmer’s book, Der Weg zum Selbst (The Way
to the Self). Zimmer was a famous German Indologist, and
had written a glowing account of Ramana Maharshi’s life
and teachings in the book, which also included some
translations of his works. Lucy was impressed with the
writing, but she was not professionally interested, as the
book spoke about the Upanishads and Vedic thoughts,
subjects she was not too familiar with, at that time.
However, when the same book came her way on three
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different occasions, under different circumstances, she took
it as a sign, and went through it carefully. There were
photographs of Bhagavan in the book which captivated
her, and when she read the book, she perceived that
Bhagavan represented the purity of the ancient wisdom in
the modern day. She was transformed, and was certain that
she had found her guide and master.

Lucy Ma always felt that Bhagavan had stolen into her
heart and instilled the thought in her to do the translations.
Just as he had tiptoed into her life, he was prompting her
to learn Tamil, and go through the English translations
before attempting the translations into German. Although
it was a roundabout way, she was compelled to do it by
an inner force, and the silent influence of Bhagavan that
worked in her heart. So, even though there was a good
translation of Bhagavan’s works written with deep
understanding and a high spiritual sensitiveness by Prof
Heinrich Zimmer, The Path to the Self, she took up the
translation of his works. She described the inner
promptings as a ‘secret process’, a guidance from her guru.
He prepared her for the arduous life she was to lead once
she came to Tiruvannamalai. She finished the translations
‘within a matter of weeks’, although the preparatory work
of learning Tamil and ordering the books from the ashram
had taken many long months.

Lucy planned to visit India and have the darshan of
Bhagavan, her guru. However, her wish to come to
Tiruvannamalai was fulfilled only many years after
Bhagavan had left his body because her brother requested
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her assistance in Berlin. Once in Berlin, she visited the
Bonn University Library, which had a huge collection of
books from the Orient. She wrote to the ashram and got
some of Bhagavan’s books. Taking the assistance of the
Tamil Grammar from the Tamil-German dictionary, and
using the English translations, Lucy translated, as best as
she could,the works of Bhagavan into German. She
admitted that learning Tamil had not been necessary to
study Bhagavan’s works, as the English translations were
as good as the original.

Once the work was over, she decided to visit South
India, the land of the Holy beacon. She reached
Tiruvannamalai in 1956, five days before Christmas. It was
a homecoming for her.Long years spent in solitude and a
longing to reach Tiruvannamalai finally brought her to the
ashram where Bhagavan had spent half a century — and
where his samadhi now remained as a reminder to all that
He was always there.

Lucy Ma viewed the Mahanirvana as the mere passing
away of Bhagavan’s physical body, as his silent guidance
and influence that was evident in her life, as well as in the
lives of other devotees. Bhagavan was not to be found in
the din and humdrum of life, but in the silence and peace
in the heart. In fact, she said, “The strongest influence is
not that which works openly and with noise, but that which
is hidden and moves in silence.”

In the ashram, she checked the translations of the prose
works with other devotees, and took their help to translate
the slokas into German. It was a sacred task, that she laid
at the feet of the master, for she tried her best to bring
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forth the truth as embodied in Bhagavan. She placed the
complete manuscript of her translations at Bhagavan’s
samadhi, and prayed to him to direct and determine the
further course of action. Miraculously, a few days after she
had placed the manuscript at the shrine, a German
publisher wrote to the ashram requesting permission to
print Bhagavan’s books in German. Bhagavan had
provided the publisher, and the book was soon in print!
Her translations were printed in three volumes under the
pen name Satyamayi. The books found favorable response,
and to this day, are the most sought-after translations in a
foreign language, for those interested in learning about the
life of Bhagavan.

Initially, Lucy Ma lived for several months in a small
shrine near the Pradakshina road, a little distance from the
ashram, spending her days in contemplation. Her devotion
towards Bhagavan manifested into a deep, mystical
relationship with the Arunachala Hill. To her, Arunachala
was not a mere hill; it represented the living presence of
Shiva. It was a hill that radiated silence and peace, drawing
one’s mind toward it. She surrendered to the power of
the Hill, to protect her, and lead her on.

Following the translation of the Complete Works, she
translated other works, and also wrote many articles on
Bhagavan and his teachings. These include a short
biography, the complete translation of Talks and Hunting
the 1 published in both English and German. Lucy Ma kept
moving between India and Germany for many years. She
settled permanently in Tiruvannamalai in the 70s. The
ashram invited her to be a member of the Editorial board

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL 44, ISSUE-10 47 HYDERABAD, OCTOBER-2024




of The Mountain Path. Many of her writings can be found
in it, where she wrote extensively on the philosophy of
Bhagavan and his teachings.

Lucy Ma lived quietly in a little apartment near the
ashram. Her apartment permeated peace and silence, and
her demeanor too was one of silence. She observed
‘silence’every Monday, breaking it only when some
devotee wanted to meet her, and could not wait for the
following day. Many devotees from abroad visited her to
seek clarification about Bhagavan’s teachings. She was
always available for an earnest seeker, and her explanations
were based on her own experience.

Lucy Cornelssen passed away at the age of ninety on
December 31, 1989. She left the world quietly and in
peace. Her going was as gentle as her life, patient and kind,
amidst the storm and turmoil. In her own words: “The
inner story of a devotee will ever remain a secret between
Bhagavan and his happy victim.” Her body lies interred
inside the Ashram premises; her samadhi is built near those
of Major Chadwick, S.S. Cohen and H.C. Khanna.

(Thank you for Everything, Lucy Mal!’, V. Ganesan, The
Mountain Path, May-June 1990; Lucy Cornelssen, ‘How | Came to
Sri Bhagavan’ The Mountain Path, Apr. 1979; “Introducing...”, The
Mountain Path, Apr. 1982. - The Mountain Path 1990 MP April
1982; 53. Lucy Cornelssen, Eternal Ocean of Grace Book 4; A
German Translation By Lucy Cornelssen MP- Jan 1966; Lucy
Cornelssen A True Mystic, By Joan Greenblatt , Call Divine July
1958; Sri Ramana Maharshi’s Silence Was Eloquent (By Lucy
Cornelssen); Interview With Lucy Cornelssen (Excerpt) http://

www.newlives.freeola.net/.../32_lucy_cornelssen.php))
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Light Dialogues

S.S. Cohen
(continued from September 2024)

3. The Pedant

On a summer morning, a middle-aged Tamilian entered,
and sat for about half an hour. His restlessness, and rolling
eyes suggested that he had something weighty on his mind.
At last, he spoke with an assumed humility, particularly
as he chose to speak in English.

Visitor: Swami, we ignorant people read so much,
hoping to have an inkling of Truth, but, alas, the more we
read, the more Truth recedes from our ken. I have read
all the Western philosophers from Descartes to Bertrand
Russell — they are all useless. But our rishis differ among
themselves. Shankara says, “Go on repeating ‘I am
Brahman’ and you become Brahman.” Madhvacharya says
that the Soul is ever separated from Brahman. You say
“Enquire “Who am I’ and you will arrive.” Many other
teachers gave many other solutions. Is this not puzzling?
Which of you is right?

V: (Having waited in vain for about five minutes, he
resumed with a mildly raised tone) Swami, which way am
| to go?

B: (with a gentle wave of the hand) Go the way you
came.

4. The Missionary

A few spick-and-span Europeans entered the Hall one
morning, slightly bowed to Bhagavan, and sat in the front
row. Their leader was immediately recognised as a veteran
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Missionary, famous for his fiery preachings in YMCAs.,
Christian colleges, and public halls of towns and cities in
India. One of the others was his private secretary. The
preacher began with a question to set the ball rolling
towards his pet theme. After some answers, Bhagavan
eventually referred him to the Self as the ultimate reality,
without knowing the identity and motive of the questioner.
That was excuse enough for the latter to fire a stream of
quotations from the Christian scripture with his own
interpretations on them.

Fortunately, before he went very far, Major Chadwick,
who at that time usually meditated there, shouted a
challenge from the other end of the Hall in a powerful
stentorian voice,which took him completely by surprise and
eventually made him think it wise to keep silent, and soon
afterwards, leave the Hall with his party.

5. The Philosopher

April, 1943.

A young man in his teens, with blushing cheeks and a
very soft, timorous voice asked:—

Youth: Swami, can | see God in this life? ......

B: (gently smiling) First, tell me who is the “I”” in your
question; who, what, and where God is, and what do you
mean by “life”?

The youth dropped his eyes and remained silent.

An elderly man from the back, rushed forward, produced
a pencil, wrote a question on a piece of paper and handed
it to the Maharshi. Bhagavan read it and smiled broadly.
It was a question on Time and Space.
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B: May I know who is putting this question — Space,
yourself, or Time?

V: Of course, 1!

B: Do you know that 1?

V: (after a little hesitation) Leave the I-question to the
philosophers and answer my question.

\oice: What? Is Time or Space dearer to you than your
own self?

B: (seeing the visitor nonplussed) All these questions are
superfluous. One thing you must bear in mind is that no
question can be solved without Self-knowledge. On the
realisation of the Self, everything becomes clear, and all
problems are solved.

(Guru Ramana- Part Il, SS Cohen)
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Self being always self evident will
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