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Events in Sri Ramana Kendram in June 2025
1. Satsang - Every Sunday - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.
2. 26" - Punarvasu Satsang - 6.30 - 7.30 p.m.
3. 3" Sunday - Meditation - 9.00 - 10.45 a.m.

(BB SV S50 P S0, e- oS V@Y, 3,
8506080(G30 LR FoLI P B BOSHBEDEK)
(Readers are requested to kindly intimate the Sri Ramana
Kendram Office, their Phone Number and e-mail address)

© Copyrights of all the material used from Sri
Ramanasramam publications in Sri Ramana Jyothi either
in excerpted form, translated form or serialised form totally
belong to Sri Ramanasramam, Tiruvannamalai.
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The Universal Mother
Dr K Subrahmanian

Some of us recite the Sri Lalitha Sahasranamam every
Friday, and during Navratri, every day. At the time of
Dusshera, there is a powerful atmosphere in the country
because people are doing puja, japa, and meditation. It
becomes easier for us to do puja and japa during this time
because of this kind of atmosphere. When we listen to
the Lalitha Sahasranamam, especially on a Friday, it gives
us all the peace we need; and this peace, which is beyond
words, is given to us through the Mother’s grace. Reciting,
or just listening to the thousand names of the Universal
Mother being recited, gives us a sense of peace because
of the positive vibrations. When we submit ourselves to
the chanting, the mind becomes still. The verses describe
the various qualities of Ambal, the universal mother.

Sri Maata Sri maharagni, srimat simhaasaneshwari.
Chidagni kunda sambhuta deva karya samudyata.

This is how the Lalitha Sahasranam begins. Where is
this mother, and what does she look like?

Chit agnikunda sambhuta — the Universal Mother was
not born in the ordinary way, but she was born out of the
fire of consciousness; she is consciousness itself, and
therefore, extraordinary.

Udyat bhanu sahasrabha- her brilliance is like that of a
thousand suns rising at the same time.

Chaturbhaahu samanvita, raaga swaroopa paashadya
krodha kaaran kushojwala- she is the creator of the many
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desires in us; because of her leela, she creates desires like
raga and dwesha. Just as she is responsible for creating
these things, she can also destroy the desires within us.

Sarvaloka vashankaree - she has control over everything
in this universe.

Lokateeta gunateeta sarvateeta shamatmika - she is
beyond this world.

Bhavani bhaavana-gamya, bhavaaranya kutharika - is
there any way in which we can find our way out of this
huge forest of samsara? There are so many trees and most
of us get lost in them. It is only the Mother who can help
us find a way through the dense forest, for she is the one
who can cut down all these trees (kuthaarika) and give
us peace.

Samsara bandhanas—getting stuck in the world of
samsara, which is maya, is like getting stuck in mud. As
we walk around, the slush gets stuck to our feet, and as
we sink deeper and deeper, we find that we are unable to
move.

Samsarapanka nirmagna samudharana pandita - the
only person who can take us out of this quicksand of
samsara is the Mother.

Antarmukha samaraadhya, bahirmukha sudurlabha—
we may think it will be very difficult to realise her; but this,
however, is not true. When we begin to look deep within
ourselves, we will be able to achieve this, and that too,
quite easily.

Drishti is antarmukha — we can see her within ourselves

through meditation, puja and japa.
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Samsara-pankanirmagna - the only way we can be
saved in this world is through her grace; that is the only
way we can be lifted out of this mud of samsara.

So, we have the thousand beautiful names describing the
beautiful universal Mother.

Bhavani, bhaavana-gamya, bhavaaranyakutharika,
Bhadrapriya, bhadramurthy, bhaktha-
saubhagyadaayini.

She is the one who will give us saubhagya.

Saamrajyadaayini, satyasandha, saagaramekhala - if
she decides, she can give us saamrajya. Satyasandha
saagaramekhela.

These are not the descriptions of an ordinary person. As
her odyaana, she has the saagar. Beginning with the first
name, Sri Mata, we go on to the other beautiful names,
and at the end, we have naamaroopavivarjita. After
describing the qualities of the Universal Mother, Shankara
goes on to say that she has no name or form - naamaroopa
vivarjita. Having uttered all her names and all her qualities,
we realise that she is above all these; she is so much more.
But in order to understand this truth, we have to go
through the names and form. Our rishis and munis, on
account of their great compassion for us, understood that
it would be very difficult for us to think of an aroopa or
formless God. They felt it would be easier to move to the
formless state from the form.

Kuputro jaayeta kvachidapi kumaata na bhavati

Shankara addresses Ambal and says that he may have
made a lot of mistakes like a bad child, but the Mother
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should not give up on her children because although there
may be bad children, there is no bad mother.

Some of you may feel that you do not know the Lalitha
Sahasranama, and therefore need to learn to recite it.
Towards the end of the sloka, Shankara says that we
should not think that we are going to realise the Mother
through scholarship - through our knowledge of the Vedas
and the Upanishads.

Aabalagopaviditas arvanullanghya shasana
sreechakra raja nilaya shrimat Tripura sundari. Shri
siva shiva- shaktyaikyarupini Lalithambika

This Lalithambika can be understood and realised, not
through knowledge - nakarmananaprajayadhanena- but
aabalagopavidhita. This is something which we should
always keep in mind - it is not saastra-gnana.

sabdajaalammaharanyam, chitta- brahmana
kaaranam.

Shankara, who had studied everything, has said that we
should not get lost in this huge forest of knowledge. We
may become a great scholar, and people may admire us
for it, but knowledge is not what is needed to realise
oneself. If we get lost in the great forest of sastras, it will
lead to a lot of confusion. What is important is not bookish
knowledge, but anubhava.

Aabalagopavidhita— the Universal Mother can be
realised only by her children. We generally don’t associate
knowledge with children and cowherds, but who are the
people who truly understood Lord Krishna? It was not the
rishis because they quarrelled among themselves. Even
the great rishi Uddhava had a difficult time understanding
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Krishna. He thought that he had understood, but he had
not. The reason for this is that his heart was not as
developed as the heart of the gopis. It is the gopis who
realised who Krishna was, and it is to the gopis that
Krishna went to of his own accord. It is to the gopis that
Krishna said, “Do not be sad and think 1 am going; I will
always be there because you have given me your hearts.”
That is, the Lord is impressed when we surrender our heart
to him; he is not interested in our scholarship. Ambal too
can be understood only by people with a pure heart. The
Lord does not want anything; he only wants us to give him
our heart. Once we do that, we become the Lord — that is
the extraordinary thing. Giving the heart means giving up
all sense of ego and individuality. This can be had only
through the grace of the Lord and the grace of Bhavani.

In the mother’s temple, Bhagavan himself did the Sri
Chakrapratistha. Some of you may have noticed that even
today, at the ashram, the Lalitha Sahasranamam is recited
on a very grand scale on Fridays, on purnima day, and on
the first of the month according to the Hindu calendar. The
recitation, which takes about two and a half hours, is done
very slowly, and with a great deal of shraddha. Many
people listen to it because it is not very often that a sanyasi
or a jnani does Sri Chakrapratishta. It is indeed very rare.
Shankara did this, and so did Bhagavan; we, however,
don’t hear of anyone else having done it. Listening to this
great composition gives us such peace, and we would be
taken to a different world altogether if we only knew the
meaning. (Talk 97)

*hkkkikkk

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,45, ISSUE-6 34 HYDERABAD, JUNE-2025



Ashtavakra Gita 37
Freedom From Desires
V Krithivasan

Ashtavakra says:

YIqMIafderRe @yEfefa AR |

PR Tadeter: a9 1|
bhavaabhavavikarascha svabhavaaditi nischayee
nirvikaaro gatakleshah sukhenaivaupashamyati
(Ch11-1)
Word Meaning
bhavaabh: existence and non-existence; vikarascha:
changes; svabhavaat: natural; itinischayee: realizing thus;
nirvikaaro: unperturbed; gatakleshah: free from suffering;
sukhenaiva: easily; upashamyati: remains calm.
Verse Meaning:
One who has realized that changes in the form of coming
into existence and going out of existence are natural in
everything that is created, remains unperturbed and free
from suffering.

Nothing in this universe is permanent; this is the absolute
truth. Changes like being born, growing up, aging and
decaying, and finally dying — these are natural. On realizing
the transient nature of things, one should be detached from
all objects of this creation. Mental disturbance and suffering
are the result of attachment to things that are evanescent.
One who is totally detached, having intense vairagya,finds
peace.
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Bhagavan says, “Each one seeks happiness, but is misled
into thinking pain associated pleasures as happiness. Such
happiness is transient. His mistaken activity gives him
short-lived pleasure. Pain and pleasure alternate with one
another in the world. To discriminate between the pain
producing and pleasure-producing matters, and to confine
oneself to the happiness-producing pursuit only is
vairagya. What is it that will not be followed by pain? He
seeks it, and engages in it. Otherwise, the man has one foot
in the world, and another foot in the spiritual pursuit
(without progressing satisfactorily in either field).”” (Talks
with Sri Ramana Maharshi: No. 302)

TR AFHI A8 3fd ARl |
J=iferd Aalen: o= HIfd A A |
easwarah sarvanirmaata naanyat iti nischayee

antargalita sarvaashah shantah kaapi na sajjate
(Ch 11-2)

Word Meaning:

easwarah: Isvara; sarvanirmaata: creator of everything;
naanya: there is none else; itinischayee: realizing thus;
antargalitasarvaashah: all inner desires eliminated;
shantah: calm; kaapi: in anything; nasajjate: not attached.
Verse Meaning:

One who is convinced that Isvara alone is the creator of
everything and there is none else in the Universe other
than Him, becomes peaceful with all desires set at rest,
and has no attachment, whatsoever.

SRIRAMANAJYOTHI, VOL,45, ISSUE-6 36 HYDERABAD, JUNE-2025



This Universe arises in Isvara (who is the same as
atman), exists in Him and dissolves in Him. There is
nothing that is not Him, here. Whatever exists in the
Universe, is pervaded by Him through and through. When
one has such a conviction, he becomes peaceful, as all
desires come to an end. Desires arise only when there is
the mistaken idea that there are objects other than oneself;
when everything as viewed as One alone, how can there
be desires? When desires dissolve, there is only peace.

This verse echoes the statement in Ishopanishad that
goes like this:

yasmin sarvaaNi bhootaani atmaivabhootvijaanatah,
tatra ko mohahkahshokhah, ekatvam-anupashyatah

(\Verse 7)

When there is the Realisation that all of Creation is not
other than or apart from Atman, where is the scope for
delusion or grief? The perceiver sees only Oneness
everywhere.

UG F9G: Pl qdredid Harl |

Jui: wRfsl 71 9 gpefd | arEmd

aapadah sampadah kaale daivaadeveti nischayee

triptah svastendriyo nityam na vaanchati na shochati
(Ch 11-3)

Word Meaning:

aapadah: adversities; sampadah: prosperities; kaale: in
time; daivaateva: on account of one’s destiny alone;
itinischayee: thus convinced; triptah: contented;
svastendriyo: with senses under control; nityam: always;
navaanchati: does not desire; nashochat : nor grieves.
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Verse Meaning:

One who has the conviction that adversity and
prosperity come in their own time due to one’s destiny
(effects of past actions), is ever contented , has all senses
under control, and neither desires, nor grieves.

One’s present circumstances in life are due to the effect
of one’s past actions. A wise person, observing the
vicissitudes of his life, will have conviction of this truth.
He will not be affected by changes of fortune. This
conviction leads to detachment of worldly objects. He will
thus have no desires (for what is not obtained), and also,
have no grief for what is lost.

A devotee asked Bhagavan this question about desire:

D: Is it bad to desire something?

M: One should not be elated on having his desire fulfilled
or disappointed on being frustrated. To be elated on the
fulfilment of desire is so deceitful. A gain will certainly be
lost ultimately. Therefore, elation must end in pain at a
future date. One should not give place to feelings of
pleasure or pain, come what may. How do the events affect
the person? You do not grow by acquiring something, nor
wither away by losing it. You remain what you always are.

D: We worldly men cannot resist desire.

M: You may desire, but be prepared for any eventuality.
Make effort, but do not be lost in the result. Accept with
equanimity, whatever happens. For pleasure and pain are
mere mental modes. They have no relation to the objective
realities. (Talks with Sri Ramana Maharshi, No. 614)

*hkkkhkkk
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Kamakshi

Bhagavan gave her the Mantra Om Namo Bhagavate
Sri Ramanaya

Kamakshi was the daughter of Munagala Venkataramiah,
the compiler of Talks with Sri Ramana Maharshi. As a
child, she, along with her brother and sister, frequently
visited Sri Ramanasramam with their father, staying for
extended periods. Kamakshi and the other children often
played with Bhagavan, receiving his gentle, unobtrusive
guidance. His silent presence permeated all the ashram’s
activities. Kamakshi, her sister, and her brother played with
the birds and animals, gathered flowers for worship at the
Mother’s Shrine, and helped with small chores. They were
blessed to sleep in Bhagavan’s Hall, near him, along with
other close devotees.

Growing up in the presence of Sri Bhagavan, Kamakshi
absorbed his sacred influence. She joined in chanting and
reciting songs in the hall, seated before him.

Knowing Kamakshi did not know Telugu, but would
eventually join a Telugu-speaking family, Bhagavan taught
her to read and write Telugu before her marriage. When
she came of marriageable age, Bhagavan suggested
Origanti Ramachandraiah as her husband - a member of a
family of devotees, thus ensuring that Kamakshi would
continue to be surrounded by spiritual influences that
nurtured her growth.

Ramachandraiah first visited the ashram in 1937 to meet
Kamakshi. Their marriage was arranged in Bhagavan’s
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presence, and took place in Madras in 1939. Sri B.V.
Narasimha Swamy represented the ashram, and brought
dhotis and sarees for the couple in Sri Bhagavan’s name.
After their marriage, Kamakshi and her husband faced
financial hardships, but Sri Bhagavan’s grace sustained
them, enabling them to make frequent trips to the ashram
for spiritual sustenance. Ramachandraiah came from a
family of patriots; he and his parents had been jailed several
times for their participation in the freedom movement,
which initially hindered his employment opportunities. It
was not until 1943 that he secured a teaching position in
Pilani, eventually rising to become Professor and Head of
the Department of History and Archaeology at Andhra
University, Waltair.

Kamakshi also faced her own trials. While her husband
was in Rajahmundry undergoing teacher training, her
father-in-law, a freedom fighter, was imprisoned in Vellore,
and her mother was in their native village of Sholavandan.
Kamakshi bore the responsibility of caring for her elderly
mother-in-law alone in Nellore. Overwhelmed, she turned
to Sri Bhagavan, who intervened and asked her father to
bring her to Tiruvannamalai.

In 1945, Kamakshi resided with her father near the
ashram in Mclver’s compound. She regularly attended the
early morning Veda Parayana, and chanted in Bhagavan’s
presence during the Brahma Muhurta (4:30 a.m. to 6:00
a.m.). One morning, finding herself alone with Bhagavan
in the Hall, she prostrated before him. Bhagavan called her
over and showed her a piece of paper inscribed with Om
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Namo Bhagavate Sri Ramanaya. He instructed her to
chant this mantra at all times, a practice she continued all
her life. When she shared this guidance with her father,
Munagala Venkataramiah, he told her she was truly
fortunate. The father and daughter kept this sacred blessing
private, only revealing it to other devotees when Kamakshi
was on her deathbed.

In 1948, during the kumbhabhishekam ceremony of the
Mathrubhuteshwara temple, Kamakshi arrived at the
ashram, a few days before the event. Ramachandraiah,
traveling from Kakinada, intended to bring fruits for the
ashram. However, he found no fruit vendors enroute, until
he reached Vijayawada, where he bought a batch of poor-
quality sour oranges. Though initially mocked for bringing
them, the sour oranges were found essential for the homa
ritual, becoming a vital part of the ceremony.
Ramachandraiah recognized this as Bhagavan’s divine play,
which delighted the officiating priests.

In 1966, Kamakshi and Ramachandraiah built a home
in Ramana Nagar. After his retirement in 1972, they settled
in Tiruvannamalai. In Kamakshi’s later years, she was
diagnosed with terminal cancer with bone metastasis,
which left her bedridden. Her husband cared for her with
love and dedication.Throughout her suffering, Kamakshi’s
faith in Bhagavan remained steadfast; she chanted his name
with every breath, drawing peace and calm from his
constant remembrance.When the former president Sri
Sundara Ramanan, wept on seeing her physical condition,
she firmly counselled him to stop crying for her.
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“Sundaram, am 1 this body undergoing pain? Remember
what our Bhagavan teaches us! We are the eternal
atmans.”

On the evening of January 3, 1975, Kamakshi passed
away peacefully with Bhagavan’s name on her lips. This
dedicated devotee is remembered for her deep devotion
to Bhagavan Ramana. Her husband, Ramachandraiah,
continued to live in Tiruvannamalai, unswerving in his
surrender to Bhagavan.

Kamakshi’s life is a testament to the transformative
power of devotion and wisdom. Her legacy continues to
inspire devotees, reminding them of the eternal nature of
the Self and the enduring power of spiritual devotion.
(Women Devotees of Bhagavan, Sri Ramanasramam, 2024,
pp: 16-19)

*khkkkkik

Because | had a large family, which seemed to grow larger
every year, | could never entirely rid myself of worries about
money. In order to console me, Bhagavan once told me the
following story,

“While a man was meditating intensively in order to get
jhana, Lord Siva appeared before him and asked him what he
wanted. ‘Give me poverty and troubles all the time!” requested
the devotee. “What is this?” exclaimed Siva. “You could ask
for so many good or great things. What is this that you have
asked for?” The devotee replied. “‘When we mortals have wealth,
our eyes do not see, and our ears do not hear properly. If | am
immersed in the world, I will always be in bondage, caught in
the cycle of birth and rebirth. Poverty will make me always
remember you’.”(Rangan, The Power of the Presence, Part 1,
David Godman)
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SRADDHA: Earnestness or Faith

Shraddhalvan labhate jnanam - faith is essential for
knowledge B. Gita Ch. VI, verse 39.

When the writer visited Sri Ramanasramam last July, he
saw an annotation of Sri Ramana’s great work, Ulladu
Narpadu or Forty Verses on Reality, and desired to make
a copy, but not having the leisure, he left for home without
doing so.

So, when he came back to the ashram this time, the first
thing he did was to obtain this copy from Sri Bhagavan,
and write out a copy for himself. Seeing him doing this
writing with earnestness (sraddha), though with a certain
amount of difficulty and strain (due obviously to his not
having been accustomed to squatting and doing continuous
writing work), Bhagavan told a story of a sannyasi and
his disciples to two of the long-standing residents of the
ashram and a few of the visitors who were then before
Him, to illustrate what is called sraddha, i.e., earnestness
of purpose.

There was once a guru who had eight disciples. One day;,
he desired them all to make a copy of his teachings from
a notebook he had kept. One of them, who had lived an
easy-going life before renouncing the world, could not
make a copy for himself. He, therefore, paid a couple of
rupees to a fellow disciple and requested him to make a
copy for him also. The guru examined the copy books one
day and, noticing two books in the same handwriting,
asked the disciples for an explanation. Both the writer, and
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the one on whose behalf it was written told the truth about
it. The Master commented that, though speaking the truth
was an essential quality of a spiritual aspirant, yet that
alone would not carry one to one’s goal, but that sraddha
(earnestness of purpose) was also necessary, and since this
had not been exhibited by the disciple who had entrusted
his own labour to another, he was disqualified from
discipleship. Referring to his making payment for the work,
the guru sarcastically remarked that *“salvation” costs more
than that, and he was at liberty to purchase it rather than
undergo training under him. So saying, he dismissed that
disciple.

The tediousness of the process of copying might have
deflected the writer from completing the book, but this
story gave him not a little impetus to copy it entirely by
his own hand and to endeavour strenuously and ceaselessly
towards the goal sketched out therein. The story is told
here to encourage other aspirants.

(Crumbs from his Table, Ramanananda Swarnagiri, Sri
Ramanasramam, 2006 pp 16-17)

*khkkkkik

“Name is superior to form, and in due course, even the
importance of the name will disappear. Continue your
spiritual pursuit, and then the pure ‘I-1’ alone will throb
resplendently in your Heart of its own accord.” While
Bhagavan was not rejecting the efficacy of name or form,
at the same time, he was proclaiming the importance of
the eternal Truth of ‘I AM’.

*khkkkx
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Arayani Nallur
Sneha Choudhury

Tirukkoilur is a town thirty miles away from
Tiruvannamalai. The town is of great significance to
devotees of Bhagavan. It is here that Bhagavan rested, in
the temple at Arayani Nallur, after walking from
Mambalapattu, on his epic journey to Tiruvannamalai, in
1896. Lord Shiva, as Swami Atulyanatheshwara is the
presiding deity in this temple, and the mother is called
Saundarya Kanakambika.

In the year 1896, on 30" August, enroute to
Tiruvannamalai, embarking at Mambalapattu Railway
station, the sixteen-year-old Venkataraman walked towards
Tiruvannamalai, and reached Arayani Nallur temple in the
evening. Upon entering the temple, he witnessed a bright
light pervading the entire temple, and much to his
puzzlement could not find the source of the light.

Young Venkataraman, unknowingly sat at exactly the
same spot which the child saint Gnana Sambandhar sat,
duting his visit in 11" century. Many similarities have been
drawn between the two saints who beheld the peak of
Arunachala from the terrace of this temple. Both of them
had the Jyothi darshan, and first sighted the peak of
Arunachaleshwar from this temple, which is nearly thirty
miles away. While Bhagavan travelled on foot to
Arunachala, giving up the last of his possessions - the ruby
earring which he pawned for a few rupees - Gnana
Sambandhar was robbed of all his possessions by dacoits.
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Both of them have been acclaimed as the amsha of Lord
Subrahmania. Thiru Gnana Sambandhar has been referred
to as Dravida Sishu in Soundarya Lahiri, and this applies
to Bhagavan too. Both had life-turning events at the age
of sixteen. While Thiru Gnana Sambandhar lived up to
sixteen years, Bhagavan had the death experience at the
age of sixteen.

When the child saint, Gnana Sambandhar, visited the
temple, he had darshan of Arunachala as a jyoti. His statue
has been installed in this temple to commemorate his visit.
Being thrilled beyond words, he expressed his delight in a
verse he wrote on the jyotidarshan. There is an interesting
story relating to the darshan given by Arunachala to him
in the form of an old Brahmin. The story goes that
Sambandhar was intent on visiting Arunachala, and was
looking for a guide to take him through the jungles and
deep forest. He chanced upon an old brahmin who was
collecting flowers in his basket. Upon enquiry, the old man
revealed that the flowers he plucked here every day were
for the worship of Arunachaleshwara. The brahmin
enthusiastically narrated the stories of Arunachala’s glory,
right from the appearance of Siva as the hill of fire,
Parvati’s penance, the merits of going round the hill, and
so on. Enthralled by the stories, the desire to visit the holy
Hill arose in Sambandhar, and he asked the Brahmin to
take him there. The old brahmin agreed to be his guide.
Mysteriously, the brahmin disappeared half way through;
and no sooner, a band of dacoits descended upon the party,
robbing the entire entourage of all the possessions; so much
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so, that they were left with only the clothes they were
wearing. Sambandhar prayed to the Lord not to put his
fellow devotees to any hardship, beseeching that he would
not mind bearing all the hardships himself. No sooner had
he prayed, there appeared out of nowhere, a tent with a
host of people in it welcoming the entire party for a
sumptuous lunch. As mysteriously as it had appeared, the
tent and the party disappeared soon after, and Sambandhar
and his party proceeded further to Arunachala. The Lord,
then, reveals himself, and tells him that it was all his leela.
While narrating this story, Bhagavan remarked “Out of
affection for Sambandha, who was serving him with
reverence, God himself, it would appear, invited him to this
hill,” Suri Nagamma records, “So saying, Bhagavan
assumed silence, with his heart filled with devotion, and
with his voice trembling with emotion.”

Mrs. Taleyarkhan, a devotee of Bhagavan, visited all the
places associated with Bhagavan’s journey to Arunachala.
She visited Arayani Nallur with Viswanatha Swami. When
they reached the temple, they found the doors locked. She
was disappointed and prayed to Bhagavan that she should
see all the places associated with Bhagavan’s first journey.
After going around the first prakara, and wondering what
can be done. At one point, they saw some milk and water
trickling down from inside the temple. Encouraged by the
sight, and guessing that there may be someone inside the
temple; they continued with the pradakshina. On turning
the 4™ corner, much to their joy and their surprise, they
found a door which was slightly ajar, as if beckoning them
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to step inside on the sly. They entered, and found an old
brahmin with a lovable face. He did arathi, archana, and
lit a lamp on their request, and showed them the places
inside. Not a word passed between them, all this was done
in silence. After they came out, and did another round of
the temple, the doors of the temple were locked and the
brahmin was gone.

When this story was narrated to Bhagavan, he asked
Viswanatha, did you enquire who that old man was? He
replied, I did not.

In his article, Arayani Nallur and Arunachala Ramana®
Shri VS Ramanan writes, “By sheer imagination, the jiva
misconstrues itself as separate from Ishwara, the Supreme
Lord. Our ancestors showed us various means to come out
this false imagining called the cycle of birth and death. One
of the means is pilgrimage to holy temples. There are many
shrines that have been sung about by the sages and saints
of old, and are thereby, even more sanctified.

“By visiting and worshipping with devotion in these
temples, devotees achieve all purushartas (dharma, artha,
kama and moksha). Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa held
that by visits to kshetras (divine places), the noble saints
enhance the already existing divinity. Great importance is
attached to these kshetras.”

! Published in Sri Atulyanatheswarar Temple
(Arakandanallur) Kumbhabhishekam Souvenir, published
by Sri Ramanasramam

(Source:  Sri  Atulyanatheswarar  Temple
(Arakandanallur) Kumbhabhishekam Souvenir, Sri

Ramanasramam)
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Miracles
Katya Osbourne

This story was told to me many years ago, and growing
up, in and around Bhagavan, | felt that it reflected the
flavour of his attitude towards life and miracles. Everything
was so low key that one could never be sure if he had
interfered or not. He was never dramatic or flamboyant.
Anod or smile was the most one could hope for. And yet...
we all... including the children, knew without question that
he could do anything at all, anything he wanted.And even
at that very young age, we knew that he never wanted.
And yet, people came and beseeched him for favours and
boons. | suspect that many times people got their wish,
but in such a personal and private way that no one else
was aware of it. Perhaps, even they were unsure whether
Bhagavan had helped them or not. But mostly peoples faith
in Bhagavan remained unshaken, inspite of his personal
trade mark, which was...everything low key and quiet.
Nothing ostentatious. Ever.

A bullock cart driver came one day when | was sitting
in the hall. It was monsoon time and it poured. This had
been going on for days and it was expected to continue.
His problem was that his wife had died and he had to
complete her cremation ceremony by that afternoon. He
was a very poor man and could not afford a cremation
under cover. He explained all this to Bhagavan who looked
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out ofthe window, and said in the manner of any one of
us:

“It may clear up later on.”

That was enough for the man. He went off and made
all the arrangements, and of course, sure enough, it did
clear up that afternoon, long enough for the cremation to
take place, and then it poured again.

That was so typical of the way Bhagavan did things. One
could never be really sure that he had done anything at
all.

The most spectacular thing | ever heard of during all
the years, even taking into account the way that stories
grow in content, and how exaggerated many of the tales
become over the years, happened at the biksha given one
year at Jayanthi. All the food was prepared for a thousand
people, but someone had forgotten to order fruit, and there
was none. Flushed and worried, the man in charge came
to Bhagavan and explained his dilemma, and that he was
in deep trouble over his negligence. Bhagavan didn’t say
a word, but he listened.

The man got back and reported to the Sarvadhikari in
the office, and he was just in time to hear a phone call from
the station master of Tiruvannamalai saying that they had
a large consignment of oranges on the station platform.
The sender’s name was lost, in fact the paperwork was
lost altogether, but it was assumed that they were for the
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ashram, so would someone please come and get them. As
| recollect, there was no ooing and ahing. In fact no one
was unduly surprised.Someone had asked Bhagavan for
help and received it... in his inimitable style. Low key, and
no one could actually point a finger and say, “Wow,
miracle!” It was just a parcel without an address. These
things happen.

Everyone who lived in or around the ashram back then
had a story, but infected as we were by the spirit of
Bhagavan, most of us kept our stories very private. Life
was always ostensibly undramatic for all of us. (An Excerpt
from the article “Miracles”, Katya Osbourne, The
Mountain Path, 2003)

*hkkkhkkk
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Karpura arati 1s symbolic of the
burning away of the mind by the light
of illumination, vibhuti (sacred ashes)

is Siva (Absolute Being) and

kunkuma (vermilion powder) is Sakti

(consciousness). Vibhuti is of two
kinds: Para vibhuti and apara vibhuti. - &

The sacred ashes are of the latter class. The

para is what remains over after all the dross has been
burnt away by the Fire of Realisation. It is Absolute
Being.

(Talks with Sri Ramana Maharshi-Talk 89 )

- Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshb

To

If undelivered, please return to : Tel : 2742 4092 / 9493884092

SRI RAMANA KENDRAM

2-2-1109/A, Batakammakunta, Sivam Road, Hyderabad - 500 013.
emalil : ramanakendram_hyd@gmail.com
website : www .sriramanakendram.org




